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His EMINENCE Louis-MARIE LING %T
NAMED CARDINAL

His Holiness Pope Francis set the date of 28 June 2017 for
the Consistory of the College of Cardinals.

Pope Francis will made his announcement appointing
five more cardinals at the Consistory so that they will help the
Church and preach the Gospel. The to be appointed prelates
hail from different parts of the world, which manifests the uni-
versality of the Church spread out all over the earth to serve the
Church in preaching the Gospel.

Pope Francis announced on the 28th of June 2017 that He
would call for a Consistory for the appointment of five new prelates.
Pope Francis will made his announcement appointing five more
cardinals at the Consistory so that they will help take care of
the pastoral affairs of the Church. Pope Francis will formally
elevate the churchmen to the rank of cardinals in a ceremony

at the Vatican.

On the 29th of June 2017 at St. Peter's Square, he would celebrate the Holy Eucharist, which
will be concelebrated with the new Cardinals. One of them is the apostolic vicar of Pakse, Laos.
His Eminence Louis-Marie Ling was born on 8 April 1944. He was ordained as a priest in 1972 and
consecrated Bishop in 2000. He was the Bishop of the diocese of Pakse in 2001. From February
of 2017, he will take charge of the diocese of Vientiane, Laos, while his predecessor Bishop took
mandatory retirement.

It should also be pointed out that in early December of 2016; the Catholic Church announced its
recognition of the 17 Blessed martyrs of Laos. Among them, there are cousins of the new prelate.

As the president of the Episcopal Conference of Laos & Cambodia, I congratulate His Eminence
Louis-Marie Ling on the upcoming appoint as Cardinal. I assure you that you are in prayers. May
God bless you!

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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Taking food, gasoline, hammocks and tent with
them, members of the Prey Lang forest community have
conducted the patrol of the forest over a period of ten
years for the common good in protection of the younger
generation.

Member Sok Eng, 30, from the community said that
the protection of the forestland area of is an effort to
preserve it for the younger generations. The member
has patrolled the area with the community three times.
He said that he has never been threatened by the local
authority of the village, but it seems that the authorities
do not want him to engage in this activity. They did not
really cooperate with the community very well as the local
villagers did. Sometimes the authorities express their
anger towards their activities. “The authorities have per-

www.catholicphnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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suaded us not to participate with the community.” Mr.
Sok Eng said.

The patrol of the area was carried out for three days
starting from 24 to 27 April 2017 by some 20 members
of the community, 7 from the Jesuit Service Cambodia
NGO (JSC) and 2 environmental officials. They spent
much time riding on motorbikes through the forest from
one spot to another.

Mr. Vong San, 47, a leader of the Prey Kbal Khla
community said: “When patrolling the area each time,
we sleep in the forest for a few nights. We keep track of
the situation; if it was quiet, we would not come here.
At times we have met illegal loggers, and at times we
did not. If we meet a few today, they will contact well-
connected loggers and encroach on a plantation secretly.
We often fail to identify the owner of the illegal logging
operation. At times they cut down a big tree within a day
or even several days. ”

According to the leader, the destruction of the forest had
currently decreased within the area that was patrolled
often by his working group. “Since we often patrol this
area, such activities have abated. Our patrolling covers
80 percent of the community forestland area. There are,
however, some difficulties for the patrollers confronting
offenders. We do not confront them about the case. Pre-
viously we had literally as few as four or five people,
while there were from 30 to 40 offenders. However we
have solved the case and they walked out from the conflict
respectively,” Mr. Vong San continued.

According to Ouk Ien, an environmental officer,
from the July 2016 to the April 2017, the community
and environmental officials in Kampong Thom province
have arrested 10 offenders and have jailed them. A report
says that those offenders have come from a remote area
of the Prey Lang forest and they are ordinary people.

The environmental officer also said: “Under Cambodian
law we treat these cases as flagrante delicto (catch somebody
in the act). Any individual or anyone, whom we have
arrested red-handed, will serve a one-year or 5-year sentence
for the criminal offence.”

At present, the patrollers of the Kbal Khla community
forest have collaborated with two villages of Kbal Khla
and Sre Chong, comprising of more than 500 members.
They were enlisted at their respective Commune Halls.
The patrol was conducted by the community itself and
they helped with these activities physically and
instrumentally.

On the weekend of April, the community confiscated
three sets of chainsaws and sent them to the environmental
officials. The community also educated those who work
as lumbers not to enter the protected areas to destroy the
woodlands again.
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The Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh held night
of prayers for sixty days for vocations at the sector of

Takhmao by asking God to inspire youth to conecrate
themselves to the religious life. The prayer service was
held on 4th May 2017 in the presence of Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler and Fr. Mario Ghezzi, the parish priest of
Takhmao. A good number of parishiners including those
seeking God attended the service.

As a start, the parish priest said that all brothers and
sisters were hopeful that following the night of prayer
the youth will be motivated in underdoing formation and
enter the Catholic Major Seminary of St. Jean Marie
Vianney or join any of the many of the religious orders.
Bishop Olivier prayed and asked God to encourage and
inspire them to become good witnesses of Gospel values.
In his homily, the Bishop instructed all participants by saying:
“ A special role which we Catholics play is to lead them
to understand the Word of God, namely: ‘what does the
Word mean?’ This night we say our prayers in a special
way in order to contemplate on ‘What Jesus wants me
to do to help others, in schools and in the world?’The
Bishop also mentioned that Jesus comes to guide and
nourish our lives because He waits for us to discover
spiritual food making life happy and joyful in a manner
that forms relatioships with others.”

After the Holy Mass concluded, the parish organized
prayers and devotions to the Blessed Sacrament. The
participants experienced God’s presence in the private
Eucharistic Adoration. The Diocese of Phnom Penh
organizes this service every Thursday of the first week
in each month. The service takes place at every locations
in the various districts in the diocese.

In terms of the prayer night, the Church today sees
that there are youth interested in priesthood and re-
ligious life. Among them, some showed their intention
by signing up for the group of St. Michael to reflect on
preprations to enter the Seminary and become members
of the Emmanuel and Samuel youth group of Phnom
Penh diocese.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
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Youth Camp for Young
scouts

From 7-9 April, 2017 the Pastoral Office for Youth
and Children in the Diocese of Phnom Penh organized

a camp for the young scouts at St. Mary of the Smiles
of the parish in Takeo. Four hundred young scouts
including some one hundred and fifty participants took
part in the camp, which also included the presence of
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of Phnom Penh Apostolic
Vicariate.

His Excellency Bishop Olivier said that the
programme was a special that was intended to make
the participants get to know one another, to show cour-
age, solidarity and harmony. The Bishop continued by
saying that it is also a chance to inculcate in them the
sense of each other’s love, interconnectedness, personal
hygiene education, solidarity, love for the enviroment,
good friendship, be good children and model citizens in
society that serve with love.

Mr. Sorn Sareoun, the person in charge of the office
for youth and children said that the camp was intended
for all leaders of the young scouts to serve the Church,
express solidarity and share their personal experiences
with each other. Therefore, they contribute to serving
society by educating them in each targeted parish.

According to the coordinator, the programme not
only helped with education, it also inculcated the opportunity
to have fun, form relationships with each other, get to
know new friends, cultivate courage and a sense of their
own responsibilities. The young scouts have even made
progress in these concepts in conformity with a gift
bestowed by God on each one of them.

Kim Seyha, a leader of the young scouts in St.
Theresa’s Church of Prey Kabas said the programme
was a chance to lead them to receive a lot of experience.
It is hoped the event will open wide their hearts and
minds to serving society by being well educated.
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Takeo Commemorates
Good Friday

Good Friday 2017 was when the Cambodian people

were preparing to celebrate the Khmer New Year holiday.
The Catholic Church in Cambodia, however, observed
a Christian holiday during Holy Week as part of the
Paschal Triduum on Good Friday, which began on Holy
Thursday culminating with Easter Sunday. The feast
coincided with the national holiday.

The parishioners in the Churches of Takeo and Kampot
gathered at the Chamka Tieng parish in Takeo to
commemorate the death of Jesus with the main celebrant
being Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler. The ceremony
started by recounting the crucifixion of Jesus in the form
of the Bassac theatre and it was performed by youth on
an amazing scale.

By the Catholic Faith, Jesus died for mankind and
He came into the world to regenerate them.

A youth, Nan, said that when viewing the performance
of the youth in the style of the theater on the Passion
of Jesus, she was very taken aback and reflected on her
own deeds. She sometimes did wrong and failed to abide
by the Word of God. She did not pay attention to others;
she ignored the poor and got angry often. All of this is
the act of sinfulness to the point of crucifying Jesus and
refusing to know Him.

The service then continued with the Cross being
taken in procession into the church in silence. The
parishioners venerated the Cross in an emotional manner
contemplating on the Passion of Jesus.

www.catholicphnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh



:
I NS s

nAsANNEEE andgn IsiEd

n:snayS sy NG AaphuRim:G
12aRAM U ISEANUUREMAMANR IU/TN: -
aySmglnagmasing mufigéoe isivan

@Wooris: msiifiyanfingn thhdgnia
MEHAUAM N AHAN UHOTIW Jafig HAmu
uNAESMENAATMARING JURYWIANG
gRoRnn 88 MyMOyeguSAEIEANN
RMAYMAMANA (ENRNSMIGIENRAMATHYS
{Aaguisdetiniidsnzan :
tﬁﬁtmnhmmm mnﬁﬁﬁmmmfﬁtmﬁ 1651
E ILUﬁJ“WUITii]UUﬂ uS'ﬁﬂﬁtUﬁ’tﬂSutSjiﬁ 5o
AR ANTRINW Inug i AvRinnsimenaay
ity medigiuandh wfad)o Wasanma
N R ubh o sanvisligis:Atepima
it g ahflauoibhgaY gsmugom
AR aEanids TEuRRn:rREsmunbage
inAtuNS gosuns ShinngbhAgonhed
Rugushyw S1eaUnAUAITNWETRUIS:
Safauandhgnsgutiuiaisighionms: 1
MGRIMW INAHAD VNSNS WS
URAGST IMWNIWHNSOU Adamesay
Shasinwdinn innsigpdhgnonsita iR
isinmbAting B[R ASNIBUTAnAY
ihwmsiw:nFmanfingguwinnsiibiemu
tcﬂmHnUiLﬁumﬂ thmw[pmsﬁn@ywﬁnh
IGRENM SUGEUMAIRMITAI{NHY
NEUNAT gRARwHAYTINRRIE A

www.catholicphnompenh.org

L Basak River's Pastoral Sector “":‘h

MjLﬂ°inﬁjiﬂSnﬂjﬁln (inain ) islpeanasgijh

HAMUAMSIGMHANS STWGUHPIN NN
waspaAmaniiag yunaRunsntluY-
RaAnn:AEMIS AN N AESIRG 63896 1A
ns:ud APhMwiagEUIBEN v AYS
iSiadganN: AYMIRIR INNUHANG Jis: 4

' I £ gk aogag

S
Palm Sunday Observance

Palm Sunday in the Christian calendar of the world,
fell on 9 April 2017. The feast was observed worldwide.
The Sunday before Easter, commemorating Christ’s entry
into Jerusalem, where palm fronts were strewn before
Him. The parish of St. Joseph in the pastoral sector of
the Bassac River held the feast of Palm Sunday celebrations.
Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler celebrated the Holy
Mass, which was concelebrated by Fr. Peter Levan Tinh,
the parish priest of the Bassac River parish A good number
of Catholics attended the celebration at Chrey Thom of
Kandal province.

Addressing the congregation, Bishop Olivier said:
“The life of each one of us is united with Jesus in a new
way. When a crowd of people welcomed Jesus with
palm leaves they praised Him in glory. They believed
in Him leading them to experience joy. As they received
food, the sick, the lame, the blind had been healed. The
group of women also received salvation. When Jesus
entered Jerusalem, they showed the enthusiasm for Him
glorifying Him like a king, who has the power to reign
over the world. When he was subjected to sufferings,
they left Him alone and they even denied knowing Him.
However, each one of us sees that Jesus relinquished
everything to redeem mankind.”

“At times, we have the firm faith like St. Peter and
sometimes we deny Him. By our faith, we believe the
sufferings of Jesus, which we see today in our hardships.
The life of each one of us is like at times of Judas Iscariot,
one of the twelve original disciples of Jesus Christ who
betrayed Him. At times we are like John, soldiers and
sometimes we are also like the Blessed Virgin Mary,
who shared the sufferings of Jesus,” said the Bishop.

Bishop Olivier emphasised: “Because Jesus was
incarnate and died for us, and thereby that action leads
each one of us to have renewed life, which are the
mysteries. May He bless us through the Holy Spirit
inspiring us to become sincere servants full of His mercy.”

As noted, at the Holy Mass, Bishop Olivier made the
intercession for people through the Holy Spirit asking Him
to bless 14 members of the new parish pastoral council
of Chrey Thom. They should sacrifice their strength of
minds and hearts to serve the parish in other pastoral
committees with this new mandate.

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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Martyrs are the Hope of Catholics
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On the Ist May 2017, parishoners of Catholic
Church in Cambodia converged on a “land of hope” or
the “land of Martyrs” located in TangKok village, Baray
district, Kompong Thom province. They gathered to
mark the death of martyrs during the Khmer Rough
regime. A good number of Catholics attended the event.
The commemoration service was officiated by Rt. Rev.
Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh. Present at this celebration were the two
Apostolic Prefects, Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of Battambang
and Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures.

Commencing the ceremony, Bishops and priests
stood around the Cross with Chhay Yam (Rhythmic
drum beating) at the front of the memorial of all martyrs
before proceeding with the Holy Mass. In his homily,
Msgr. Antonysamy urged all the Catholics to follow the
model and example of Bishop Frangios Troeung, the
then-Bishop jailed in Vietnam, which makes all worshippers

www.catholicphnompenh.org

understand the meaning of life. “We as humans have a
time for happiness and sadness. He also mentioned the
phrase of Frangios Troeung ‘no matter the difficulties,
we were not discouraged and disheartened’, instead, we
have to trust God at all times,” said Msgr. Antonysamy.

Msgr. Antonysamy highlighted the history of the
martyrs and the meaning of the Cross which, symbolises
the sufferings and trials of the Catholics during that period.
They had adhered to their faith despite in the most
difficult situation, which should be the model for the
Catholics today.

A young man, Dang Bunhab said that he had come
here because he wanted to know if anything has changed
in the last few years. He was touched by the what Msgr.
Antonysamy said in his homily and saw the faith of the
martyrs who gathered there. This became for him the
source of strenght. The youth continued by saying: “My
work today has pressure and much difficulties, but having
listened to the meaning of the Cross and the dark time
expounded by Msgr. Antonysamy, it gave me my own
answers that no matter how hard life is, one has to keep
in mind that God dwells in me always. It brings me hope
to continue my work further.”

“The faith of the martyrs is of great significance in
the life of the Catholics in Cambodia, especially in the
life of our faith, because they urge us to have the faith in
an evangelical manner, The life of the martyrs inspires
catechumens.” according to another youth Makarita
Chea Sovanchanbopha.

From 1975 to 1979, Cambodia was plunged into a
regime that oppressed the people and killed many. The
Cambodians during that period had been subjected to
great sufferings. The authorities forced them to work
and toil very hard and they received meager food rations
to survive. Nearly two million Cambodians and others
were tortured and killed without trial or valid reason.

Among those who died, some were Catholics including
Bishops, priests, and nuns. Through this period of
suffering, the Catholics held fast to their faith. The Bishops
and priest at that time were forced to get married but they
refused. This included foreign missionaries.

In the year 2000, the Holy See granted permission to
the Catholic Church in Cambodia, to set a date (7th May)
to commemorate the death of the Catholics, who had
sacrified their own lives for the cause of faith.

At present, the Church is collecting every bit of
information and data, including interviews on their lives
in order to compile a list of names according to Canon
Law for further recognition of their sacrifice for the
Church.

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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Ninth Anniversary of the
discovery of the statue of the

BVM

Both local and foreign Catholics assembled to cel-
ebrate the ninth anniversary of the discovery of the statue
of the Blessed Virgin Mary from the Mekong River.
Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefecture
celebrated the Holy Mass, which was concelebrated by
four other priests in the church of Queen of Peace in
Lovea Em of Kandal province.

During his homily, Msgr. Antonysamy said: “The
Blessed Virgin Mary is the model mother for us all serving
other people and meeting their needs first.” The Local
Ordinary continued by saying that at the time when
humans had mental pains, the could not see the good
deeds of others and also it would not allow the light of
God enter deeply into their hearts because their hearts
were filled with anger. “In our life, we thank them less
and we are more sceptical. We smile less and we get
more angry. Our hearts make trouble for them a lot. We
do not want to thank them, hence leading us to wound
their hearts. Those whose hearts were wounded think
only about their own and cast doubt over them forever,”
said Msgr. Antonysamy.

Msgr. Antonysamy instructed more to the participating
Catholics: “When we encouter these problems, we have
to worship God in silence, fast and beseech God so that
we might forgive one another. We no longer suffer from
these wounds. Today even if we have been baptised for
a long time, we recognize we are stubborn and brutal.
We recite the Rosary, kneel in prayer but our hearts do
not pardon others making it difficult for us to love them.
However, we have to dare to love them because it enables
us to stay close to Jesus just as the Blessed Virgin Mary
did. We accept Jesus in our lifes already,

The cerebration ceremony took place on the 22 April
2017. The more than two-meter-high statue was recovered
from the river in the month of April in 2008 by a Muslim.
Over the last few years, the Church in Areyksat has
welcomed Catholics from near and far including for-
eigners to come and pray and ask for God’s help through
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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“Do You Xnow What does
Palm Sunday Mean?”

Palm Sunday is the Christian calendar of the world,
which falls on 9 April 2017. The feast was observed
worldwide. The Sunday before Easter, commemorating
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, when palm fronts were
strewn before Him. Likewise, the parish of the Child
Jesus of the pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh in
Boeung Tompun observed the feast with the main celebrant
Fr. Damien Fahrner. A good number of local as well as
international Catholics attended the celebration.

Fr. Damien, the parish priest and professor of St. Justine’s
School of Faith said that the Palm Sunday celebrations
means a lot for Catholics. Firstly, it commemorated
Jesus’entry into Jerusalem in order to attend the feast
and it became a feast for Jesus who died and resurrected.
Secondly, the Palm leaves are the symbol of a gesture of
welcome. When Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a don-
key, a crowd of people welcomed Him with palm leaves.
Thirdly, Catholics became a church of the dwelling of the
Holy Spirit and a holy city. “Jesus came into Jerusalem, it
means entering the church. We Catholics are the church.
Like this, let us open wide our hearts in receiving Jesus,
especially during Holy Week.” “Fourthly, the palm leaves
also signified our interaction with Jesus as the crowd of
people receiving Him in the early times. They later denied
knowing Him and shouted for Jesus to be crucified. It
is like being in the life of Catholics; sometimes it is the
same thing. We sometimes commit sins and show signs of
weakness as humans.”

Priests and Catholics congregated to say their
prayers holding the beautifully decorated palm leaves in
front of the center for light and mercy and the center for
Providence of Portieux Sisters. Later the priest intoned
the blessing on the palm leaves and the Catholics present
and they marched in a procession of the Cross embodying
Jesus from the center towards the church. The procession
was led by the band of peacock dancers and the Catholics
escorted the procession by holding the leaves and singing
hymns loudly on the street. All of this symbolized the
recollection of the crowd of people receiving Jesus into
Jerusalem. Upon arriving the church, the priest took the
Cross and knocked on the closed door three times in
imitation of Psalm 24. The sign showed that the King
David entered the holy city, Jesus entered into the church
and Jesus even asked Peter three times.

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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Catholics from different districts gathered at Our
Lady of the Smiles parish on the evening of 16th April
2017 to celebrate the Easter vigil in Chamka Tieng of
Takeo province’s Tamkak district.

The event began with the Bishop, priests and all
participating Catholics standing around the fire for the
blessing of the New Fire ceremony. The main celebrant
blessed the fire and from the flames the bishop lit the
Paschal candle. The Paschal candle signifies the Risen
Jesus. Later all the participants walked in procession to-
wards the sanctuary, which was dark. Next to the altar
the Paschal candle was placed in a special stand and the
thanksgiving prayer was sung. Then the Liturgy of the
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word took place, where the readings from the Bible were
selected and proclaimed. These readings, which starts
with the Book of Genesis, highlights the history of Sal-
vation where God saves his people. A band of performers
played Ayai (A kind of the Khmer music) by expressing
poetry in the Ayai songs after each reading that praised
God.

In accordance with the Christian faith, Jesus rose
from the dead after three days. It is the biggest and most
significant feast of the Church because Jesus fulfilled
what he said, where he becomes the Risen Christ and has
been worshipped by all Christians even today.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler said
that Jesus rose from the dead! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alle-
luia! The Bishop continued by saying: “He exists and
where does he live? In the hearts of brothers and sisters
here because it is you and [ who receive renewed life.” In
the Biblical readings of today the Angel told the Apostles
not to look for Him in the tomb. He said that he would
meet them in Galilee.

The Bishop reminded the Catholics present, by say-
ing: “May we receive the light of Christ, which gives us
new life. We, the recipients of the light have to serve as
the light for others. We, as the recipients of His love have
to love others just as God loves us all.”

The Bishop continued by saying: “May we stay clos-
er to those who were crucified in His name. May we open
our eyes to see the world in war killing each other like
what is happening in Syria, Afghanistan, Egypt, etc. May
we open our eyes to see our own country...There is no
lack of those who oppress the poor and who suffer injus-
tice. There is no lack of persons who stifle the freedom
of others and commit corruption. There are many other
injustices that people are involved in and by doing so,
they are crucifying Jesus.”

The Bishop said: “At times, the Church is like the
water well. There are false spokespersons slandering,
speaking ill of others, oppressing their brothers, looking
down on them, being jealous of them and do not even
talk to one another. Dear brothers and sisters! Let us be
close to those who crucified Jesus. We are a living People
of God, remembering Galilee here is to go out and spread
the news that Christ is Risen. Alleluia.”

On this occasion, the Bishop also wished that all the
Catholics during the Khmer New Year holidays be filled
with Christ’s light so that they might continue loving,
serving and spreading Galilee here in order to be a source
of strength with new life by imparting it to all people. It
is hoped that they will have renewed strength and life.

Following his homily, Bishop Olivier baptized and
confirmed fifty infants and adults so that they too will
receive renewed life together with Jesus.

This Easter vigil in 2017, as we celebrate the Risen
Jesus, saw some 128 catechumens receive renewed life
through the sacrament of baptism within the diocese of
Phnom Penh. Among them, there were 69 candidates
from Takeo. Given the countrywide number, there were
approximately 300 candidates who were baptized this
year.
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Bishop, two Ordinaries, Priests, parishioners of
some six hundred people of the Catholic Church of
Cambodia gathered at the parish of Sts. Peter and
Paul together on the 5th April 2017 to participate at
the Chrism Mass and renew their vows in Phnom
Penh Thmei.

This was a grand and solemn feast that the
Church celebrated the Chrism Mass. The consecration
of Chrism is carried out every year before the Holy
Week. The Chrism consists of Olive oil mixed with
fragrant balsam which is then consecrated. These
consecrated oils are used for Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Orders and the dedication of churches and altars.

This was a special time for all priests in Cambodia
to congregate once a year to renew their vows in front
of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of Phnom Penh and
the two Ordinaries of the two prefectures of Battambang
and Kampong Cham.

The music and songs sung in praise to God began
when all the priests marched a procession to the
sanctuary with the Cross at front.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier spoke to worshipers
conveying the message of His Holiness Pope Francis to
them when the Bishop visited the Pope in the Vatican.
The Bishop said: “At the Mass we shared encouragement
and blessings with brethren in a special manner.”

Bishop Olivier reported to the Holy Father Pope
Francis on the pastoral life and initiative of the
Church in Cambodia. This is the way of sharing the
joy of the Gospel. “In addition to this, we have to
create unity in the Church, in which we have the
missionaries from 30 countries working together.”

The Chrism Mass is also an occasion when all the
priests make a renewal of commitment as anointed
ministers to uphold their vow of poverty, chastity
and obedience. It is observed every year before the
Church.
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CHILDREN CAMP
FOR YOUNG SCOUTS

On 12-14th May, 2017, The Pastoral Office for
Youth and Children in the Diocese of Phnom Penh or-
ganized a camp for young scouts coming from six dis-
tricts in Phnom Penh. Leaders and the young scouts of
420 people took part in the camp, which also included
the presence of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of Phnom
Penh Apostolic Vicariate.

Mr. Sorn Sareoun, the person in charge of the office
for youth and children said that the life of children and
youth is pivotal resource for the Church in Cambodia.
He added that this programme was initiated to allow
them to have a time of joy together with new friends and
acquaintances. This was also a chance for them to create
relationships between them and share love with others
around. They could learn how to live with patience in
groups and stay together in the tent, too.

Sorn Sareoun continued by saying that the pro-
gramme has really paid off with leaders and the mem-
bers showing their interests by being more engaged
with it than last year. He saw that they expressed their
contentment in helping with the programme were deter-
mined to try hard to encourage more people to become
members of the young scouts every year.

On the last day of the camp, in his homily, Bishop OI-
ivier said: “When we receive the sacrament of baptism,
we obtained three roles - first, it is that of the priests
whose role is in saying their prayers daily. Second, it is
that of the prophets whose role are in bearing witness to
the Word of God. Third, it is that of the kings whose role
are in following the example of Jesus serving others.”
The Bishop continued by saying the young scouts had
received these roles and the yellow T-shirts representing
the leaders of the group. It signified the meaning of their
roles —Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

The Bishop instructed the leaders, young scouts and
all Catholics alike to follow in the footsteps of Jesus as
the way of our life today. “We must be disciplined by not
forgetting the Commandments of Jesus ‘Let us love one
another just as I love you.””

After celebrating the Eucharist, the young scouts
were divided into groups and visited the poor and the
elderly in the villages nearby in order to show the love
and the joy of the Church to them.
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Fifty fourth Day of
Prayers for Vocations

Priests, parishioners and youth of some 250 people
from the three dioceses of the Catholic Church assembled

at the parish of Sts. Peter and Paul to say their prayers
for the 54th day for vocations in Phnom Penh Thmei.

The prayer service took place on 6-7 May 2017 in
order to reflect on one’s future life and summons to hear
God’s voice in the religious life. The 54th day of prayer
for vocations was organized by delegates of the inter-
diocesan committees and coordinated by Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler.

In homily, Bishop Olivier spoke to all participants
saying: “The Catholic Church worldwide marked the
54th Day of Prayer for Vocations to pray for the youth
so that they will prepare to enter into the appeal of sharing
our joyful life with others as stated in the book written about
the joy of sharing by the Holy Father Pope Francis. Let
us discover the joy of life, namely: Jesus Himself, who
is the Good Shepherd.”

The Bishop reminded them, saying: “When we
think about brothers, nuns and lay people, all of whom
are the missionaries, they are 194 in total. That’s why
we need the new generation of the youth to respond to a
further calling. When compared to the more than 20,000
Catholics, it’s still a small number for the Church in
Cambodia. We have only nine local priests born out of
the calling.”

“I look forward to lending a hand in order for the
Church to take root deep in Cambodia land,” According
to the Bishop. He also proposed to the youth of bamboo
shoots to pray by gazing at Jesus to listen attentively to
His voice and enter into a deeper relationship with Jesus,
who is their Friend.

The Catholic Church in Cambodia along with
members of the Emmanuel and Samuel youth group of
Phnom Penh diocese pays high attention to reflecting on
the faith, and the calling of the religious life.

www.catholicphnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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North of Phnom Penh's Pastoral Sector

DONATIONS FOR THE
POOR

One hundred poor families received donations from
the parish of St. Joseph in Phsar Touch on the occasion
of the Khmer New Year holidays on the 11 April 2017.
The families came from different parishes in Phnom

Penh. The distribution ceremony was held in the presence
of Chatisrey Roeung, the parish priest of the pastoral
sector of northern Phnom Penh, along with two rep-
resentatives from the department of cults and religion
and the local authorities.

Fr. Chatsirey said that because Easter vigil is the
grand feast of the Catholic Church, it was thought of
Jesus who rose from the dead. It is a joyful occasion
and the Church wanted to share this joy with them. The
priest continued by saying that before Jesus died and
rose, He had experienced sufferings and what they
received today is coming from generous Catholics wanting
to share in Jesus’ sufferings with them.

Mrs. Kuch Sengchea said that two old ladies named
Ath and Aor received these parcels of gifts during a
time of poverty and did not know how to say much but
to thank the donors for the items and wished them a
healthy life always. Mr. Thai Panha said the parish of
St. Joseph has always organized such a gathering and
distributed the parcels of gifts to impoverished families
twice a year during the Khmer New Year and Pchum
Pen festivals . The parcels included milled rice and other
essentials.
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School for the Poor

St. Dominic Church in the pastoral sector of
Kampong Som at Boeng Taprom established a
school in Banh Chrou village, Okhna Heng commune
of Preah Sihanouk province’s Prey Nob district.
The school was built for people having difficulties
in accessing education.

Fr. John Un Son, the parish priest of Kampong
Som said: “For years the congregation of Missionary
Religioius of St. Dominic (OP) and volunteers
have been coming to visit children and the poor
in the area. However, the Church has yet to have a
proper place for them, today we have small enough
a place for the children in the first and second
grades. Besides these, classes on English, literacy
and personal hygiene education are held daily.”

“I hope all of you will participate in personal
hygiene education and especially the physical
activities. I hope all of you will try your very best
to serve as a true bamboo shoots of the society in
the future, ” the priest continued as he addressed
the children.

The school, which was begun since then, was
completed in late 2017. The Church set the school
in motion with attendance figures of 30 children.
The construction of the school was based on the
status quo. Many of the children here are poor and
find it difficult to go to state schools about 10
Kilometers away.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
The Activities of Bishop
Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
in June 2017
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1Jun : Children International day Morning: Takeo
Afternoon: Choumekiri 6.30pm : 61st Night
of Prayer - Choumkiri

2 Jun : Welcome Catholic Mission - Australia

3Jun :Saint Justin School - Islam

4 Jun  :9.00am International Pentecost Mass -
Saint Joseph 11.30 am : Korean Doctors

5Jun :Takeo

6 Jun :Promotion Saint Paul Farwell Mass Father
Juan - Takeo

7 Jun  : MEP meeting

8 Jun  : Mission Council Welcome TMS General
Vicar 2pm Major Seminar annual meeting

10-11Jun : Sihanoukville

12 Jun :Peace Village - Saint Francois -Saint Paul

13 Jun :Visit of MEP general council assistant Cruise
on Mekong : Phnom Penh Vicariate activities

14 Jun  : Phnom Penh Thmey : Family Year committee
meeting

15 Jun  :Mission Council Catholic Students Center Board

16 Jun  : Carmel

17 Jun  :Teach Social Doctrine < Saint Justin School

18 Jun :Holy Mass Corpus Christi

19 Jun 7 CACD Meeting

20 Jun / : Major/Seminary monthly Visit

22-Jun : Mission Council

23 Jun : Graduation Ceremony - Caritas - Takmau

24 Jun : Saint Justin School - Intercourse

25 Jun : Eucharistic'Procession - Takeo

27 Jun : All priest recollection - Saint Peter and

\ Saint Paul Holy Mass 11am (Phnom Penh Thmey))

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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