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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today, 1st July 2017, Father Pierre Suon Hangly is nominated GENERAL
VICAR of Phnom Penh Vicariate for 3 years. He will help me to guide you in
order to build our Local Church. Dear Father Ly, may God bless you in this

Mission!

Father Mario Ghezzi who served for 7 years as General Vicar have to
continue his mission in Italy with PIME. I take this occasion to express my
gratitude to him from the bottom of my heart for his friendship, wise, patience
and apostolic zeal! Dear Father Mario, THANKS! God be with you for your

new Mission!

Dear Brothers and Sisters, please keep us in your prayer for the Good of

our Church!

May God bless each of you.

— &%

Apostrolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh

Bishop Olivier's Letter

Phnom Penh, 1st July, 2017

+0Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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Korean Doctors Partner
with Pastoral Health Office

A team of doctors and 42 youths from the Korean
Committee in cooperation with the Catholic Church-
run health center in Phnom Penh visited the local
Church in Cambodia and helped providing medical
services. They conducted consultations and did medi-
cal check-ups for people free of charge from 4-6 June
2017 at St. Joseph’s parish in Phsar Touch.

Fr. Mose Lee, the head of the team said: “The
programme was launched to coincide with the 25th
anniversary of the parish of St. John in Suwon diocese
of South Korea. [ knew the parish and the medical sector in
Cambodia because of Fr. Damien Fahrner and Sr. Helen.
We all also decided to choose this country to conduct
checkup services and the treatment of disease.”

The priest thanked all patients for being satisfied
with the service and he asked the team to come again.
He also thanked the local Church for warmly welcoming
them.

Sr. Helena Oh made mention of the cause to initiate
such a programme saying: “During the two years that
I have worked with sick people, I have met many
patients, but failed to meet expert doctors. The nun,

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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who belongs to St. Paul’s congregation, went on to say
that the sight of such situations “makes me and Fr.
Damien come into contact with the parish of St. John in
Suwon in order to make time to help the patients here.”

Mrs. Mouy Khim from Chraing Chamres said that
the doctors focused on their patients when conducting
medical checkup. The lady also thanked the volunteer
doctors and the Church for making these preparations
and even wanted to such checkups to be held often.

Another patient who was suffering from stomach
illness, Mao Sophea, 51, from Trapaing Anchanh,
heard about the news from people in Toul Sangke
district. The patient expressed her thanks to the volunteer
doctors and found that the checkup and treatment of
the disease was very good because it saves on spending
money. “If these doctors can come often, it would be
even better. This has been the first time in my life to be
checked and treated for this disease with doctors who
focus on their patients. On behalf of all Cambodians,
I would like to thank them for this programme,” Mao
Sophea said.

Doctor Choung Savoeun said that the humanitarian
actions of these doctors from South Korea was attributed
to the medical office of the Church with Sr. Helena
making preparations requesting that the Ministry of
Health in Cambodia help coordinate with this team so
that they might be allowed into the country taking with
them medical equipment and medicine to check and
treat the patients for all kinds of illnesses. “For a period
of the two days saw our brothers and sisters show much
of interest with many sick people coming from different
provinces,” continued the doctor.

From 4 to 6 June 2017, there were 1,000 of patients
coming to be checked and treated for various diseases.
This was for the first time that the team had cooperated
with the Church’s medical office for medical attention
in Cambodia.
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Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler
opens new school building
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The Church of St. Mary in Toul Taing held the
opening ceremony of their new academic building
on the occasion of the feast of the Ascension of
Jesus into heaven. The inauguration ceremony
was held on the 28th of May 2017 and was graced
by the presence of Bishop Oliver with dozens of
Catholics present. In his speech, Bishop Olivier
urged parents to pay attention to their children’s
studies by sending them to school rather than
sending them to work.

Bishop Olivier said: “Along the Mekong and
Bassac Rivers, there have been a lot of people living
there since before the civil war and in the wake
of it until now. We think that we would try hard
to live as one family just as Jesus did and for 15
parishes on the river basin; I established a pre-
school, a primary school in order for the children
to be educated starting with grade two or three. It
is hoped that they would have some educational
foundations before they enter state-run school.”

Obviously, Bishop Olivier’s effort and care
prompted the Church of St. Mary to open the basic
classes for the children in the first and second-
grade pre-school and primary education. For now
the school building is for the purpose of serving
the educational sector.

As part of the celebration, Bishop Olivier invited
priests, donors and all the guests of honor to join
him to cut the ribbon to officially open the building.
The Bishop blessed the building with Holy Water
so that God will take care of all people staying in
it and also those coming in and out of the building.

The new building was made possible by many
generous people including Vatican Apostolic
Nunciature in Singapore.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh



| SEHRLTNOID 73
Vicariate )

iMNASIWAIGE§AEM AMiSIGjjARuiASjAuSmuiTsANGAR

..,.
3
‘Ez"
u:"z,
Y

Ve 2um VO9MIS: mnnmwnmaLS
ny £l tﬁsms MSHM mi@JanumsnLnUS"m
RHAIANO M EAD WO BIRYAN AN I SHURS
g §hmﬁsmmmuwtwjmgjntuUJiHutnnn
\ ﬁytuswngtmnﬁmhumesms Shiflgji) e
ﬁhﬁtﬁﬁmsmm y
IMBEREURIE mmmﬁnawmmm eégs
mE00SA quUn’mSﬂ NS{ANUIAT e MAAYA
nmmmhfpsMnsn’nﬁssmoommsﬂmmmm
[EUnImM TN
mmmwmﬁaﬁ:ms** AN SIMA RNEITE AR
mmmtmnammmmsenzummumnﬁmywnu
1ﬁﬂnfﬂm19”1”1‘i:im9fﬂmtjﬁj28 NHgsigIShmge
RuSwny ShislakAguAl gJSﬁJﬁHnULﬂ@Jmeﬂﬂ
mmgss*wmm?mwsm Mt wsTawai
UONUAM UGS SR AY ShAgMIYS AEE 9
At "maﬁasujnmsinhiptgmnuﬁnmms
Amas" IuHJ@JLUTGﬁJ’U]SNZﬁJS?ﬂﬂ egimn 84
inoiFs 1 Ssiatipm: mwmmwmﬁnalsmh
Disl{pis angeh 7 mu§ue el waygivnsfingda
@nmn(fhﬁmmmw shmmmawiﬁgmjn
hNARU (mhmmmmﬁwms*ﬁwmgm
s‘lgﬁnms hnZnHiﬁULS 1y 6y tsLnfuﬁ
mi §ﬁmwsmsmmsgh@mm UUUJSLnfu’
susiagtunsSmwimsd: Smwmgia
mmgsmaguwsmgu 98deNNH ShEMuw
wiaegh HsnsSmwgoamids 1sighSmw

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

0o D?

IScNSAM M URANIU 558969000 91A Sy
SMwigunmssgs 990voMNAY
IS“fﬂmSHﬁtﬂUﬁumSﬂUniuULS U[UIUmu
AITON S BT AUM NG {A AJUTAT S mﬂﬁﬁmsurm
alRsuIlAMWw Wo9ckyaig)aitiy thiw

Christian Community
Conference

Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen of the Kingdom
of Cambodia called on Christian communities of all
denominations to express a sense of solidarity promoting
the virtues of their respective religions. The premier’s
speech is aimed at contributing to harmony in society
and averting conflicts between denominations. The PM
was addressing participants at the Christian Community
Conference on the morning of 25th of May 2015

There were 3,500 participants at the conference of
which, 300 were Catholics from from various parts of
the country. The conference was held at Koh Pich (Dia-
mond Island). The premier also expressed his admiration
for the Christian community for making efforts to do
their part by cooperating with the Royal Government of
Cambodia in several areas of human development. They
have been involved in promoting harmony and social
development in Cambodia. Cambodia is developing in
all sectors such as education, human resource development
and works of charity.

The Prime Minister said that harmonization in
Cambodia is of great importance in order for the country
to have peace, stability and growth. He added that in
Cambodia harmony has two levels: first at the national
level which is between one religion and another and
second at the local level which is between the various
denominations of one religion.

At the conference, H.E. Hem Chhem, the Minister
of Religion & Cults said that at present the religions in
Cambodia have two main denominations. The Catholic
Church makes up about 20, 000 of the population,
the Protestant Christians and small sects which totals
141,006, which when combined make up approximately
16,060 of the population. This is the second time that
Samdech Hun Sen was the Guest of Honour at the
Christian Community conference.
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Fr. Mario GhezziLeaves
Gambodia

The former Vicar General of the Phnom Penh
Apostolic Vicariate, Fr. Mario will leave Cambodia for
Italy as needed for the Pontifical Institute for Foreign
Missions (PIME). PIME required that the priest go on
mission in Italy. He will take charge of the Catholic
cultural center in Milano. Fr. Mario is going to depart
the country on the 15th of September 2017. He was also
the parish priest of the Takhmao pastoral sector. For a
new mission, he said that in fact PIME had asked him to
go back to Italy 7 years ago, but he keeps having reasons
to carry out the pastoral missions in Cambodia.

In his nearly 17 years of pastoral experiences in
Cambodia, Fr. Mario testified, saying: “I saw very many
divine actions here because when I started it at the
Churches in Boeung Tompun and Takhmao, I did not
have any plan. I just saw the sign of God through children
and I followed it and succeeded.” “What is being done
is to sow the gospels and hopefully someday the children
will understand about it and the tree of the faith will
grow and bear fruits as well,” continued the priest.

Fr. Mario Ghezzi, who is the Italian priest of PIME,
had come to Cambodia since 2000. He was assigned
to the pastoral sector of southern Phnom Penh whose
parishes are Boeung Tompun, Koh Noria. He also
helped facilitate the Catholic Church Student Center in
Cambodia.

In early 2014, Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler assigned
the priest to establish another new Church in Takhmao
city. He was in charge of the pastoral sector in Takhmao
including the three Churches, Takhma, Ampov Prey and
Kongnoy. The priest fulfilled the duty as the Vicar
General since 2010 until the 1st of July 2017.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www .facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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Council members

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) members of the
church of St. Joseph in Phsar Touch made a pilgrimage to the
diocese of Chanburi in Thailand. This year the St. Joseph’s
parish is preparing for its 25th anniversary, which falls in
October 2017. Fr. Chatsirey Roeung, the parish priest, urged
members of the committee to articulate their concepts and
think of the Church. The above pilgrimage took place from
28 May to 2 June 2017.

The group travelled through Koh Kong province where
they said their prayers before the statue of our Lady of Fatima
as this year marks the 100th anniversary of the apparition of
our Lady in Fatima. In Chanburi, which they visited, the work
of the Credit Union (the money-saving scheme) and noticed
that it had grown in the district of Khlung. This work is carried
out by members of the group and they can borrow money with
a lower interest rate. When one gains benefits from this
service, one can share it with the members of the group. On
the second day, they met with the Monastic abbot, committee
and management staff and had discussions on the pastoral life
of the Church in Chanburi, which is the Cathedral of a
diocesan Bishop.

The pilgrims had personal experiences by participating
at the Basic Ecclesial Community (BEC) gatherings, which
is the coming together of Catholics in an area to one of their
homes to pray and share the Word of God among themselves.
Though of different languages, the members felt that they
were the fellow disciples of Jesus. The Catholics there invited
the visiting group to watch a show performed by dolphins at
the OASIS SEA WORLD. On the third day, they visited a new
church in Sirachha city in Chunbui, which is an economically
advanced province because it is a recreational place and has a
deep-water port. The place does not look like a village and the
Catholic community gathers at the church which caters for the
faithful who speak other languages and Holy Mass is cel-
ebrated not only in Thai but also in English and Vietnamese.

“We met Bishop Silvio Siripong at his house where he
stays close to the diocesan center nearby. There the group
attended Holy Mass along with seminarians who belong to
the Seminary of the Heart of Jesus next to the school of
Darasamut. The diocese manages a school of 4,000 students.
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Penh Ohserves International Ghildren’s
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The local Church held a promotional program for
children during the International Children’s Day and
gave its full support to programs held during this day.

Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler of the Diocese of
Phnom Penh had the Pastoral Office for youth and
Children mark the day of 1st June 2017 at each parish
in order for them to have fun together, especially to
understand more about the rights they have. The office held
a special prayer for children all over the world who are
vulnerable due to violence and who have lost their lives.

Mr. Saroeun Sorn, a coordinator of the program,
said that this was the first time the parish initiated such
a program for children at each parish of the diocese. The
programme ran smoothly and the coordinator was really
delighted to have seen the broad smiles on their faces.

Fr. Damien Fahrner, the parish priest of the pastoral
sector of Southern Phnom Penh said that the programme
was of great importance. The children who joined in the
programme were both Catholics and non-Catholics. The
priest continued by saying that children are the bamboo
shoot of the country just as because Jesus said that if you
do not change your hearts and become like children, you
will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The priest added
that children lead simple lives; they have fun and they
lead adults to enter into joy. In terms of the society, they
are the future of our society. Therefore, each country has
an obligation to help them grow with a spirit of
responsibility and of understanding their rights too.

More than 40 parishes of the 9 pastoral sectors of
the diocese initiated the program with the more than 40,
000 attending. They acquired an understanding of the
four main human rights such as the right to life, the right
to development, the right to protection and the right to
participate in cultural and artistic life.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www .facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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Twenty Candidates Received
First GCommunion

A group of 20 youth dressed in the white shirts,
and silver-colored skirts and the liturgical stola to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ for the first time.
The church of St. Joseph celebrated the Feast of Corpus
Christi (Latin for "Body of Christ"), with Fr. Chatsirey
Roeung in attendance on the 18th of June 2017 in Phsar
Touch of the pastoral sector of northern Phnom Penh.

During his homily, Fr. Chatsirey said: “Today is a
grand feast that leads us to venerate the Body and Blood
of Christ, namely the Church helps remind Catholics
about the source of life - the Body and Blood of Christ.
The faith of the faithful is to believe in the Body and
Blood of Jesus.”

“It is truly in our life everywhere today, we have
countless things leading us to be thoughtful, but for our
brothers and sisters we have a further point —No matter
where it is in our time, there is Jesus in our life. Because
when we receive Communion, there is God in our life
already, *” Fr. Chatsirey emphasised.

Also, the priest instructed all the youth, who
received Communion today, saying: “Please continue
your journey to be prepared well for the reception of
Jesus and when you walk with Jesus, know that God is
Jesus, who is not alienated from our life.”

It should also be pointed out that the ceremony featured
the Communion procession, the act of worship and
prayer together in front of the shrine on the church
compound. After the procession marched around the
church one time, Fr. Chatsirey took the Sacred Host to
place in church in order for Catholics to venerate, pray
and adore until 3 am.
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THIRTY SEVEN CANDIDATES
CONFIRMED

Bishop Schmittacusler Olivier celebrated Holy Mass
on the Feast of Pentecost at St. Joseph’s Church. The
Holy Mass saw Koreans, French and English speaking

18
s

congregation of about 37 people baptized and confirmed
on the 4th of June 2017 in Phsar Touch. A large number
of people attended the Confirmation service.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier told the catechumens
that before Jesus ascended to heaven, He gave His
disciples peace and the peace is the cornerstone of the
Christian life. “Without peace in our heart, the Church,
society and the whole world wouldn’t have peace,” the
Bishop said.

The Bishop urged all Catholics to focus their
attention on maintaining the peace bestowed on us by
God through the Holy Spirit. When Gospel values are
spread, the world is filled with peace. Love has been
poured out, and the spirit of service has been bestowed
on people. “That leads each one of us to develop
ourselves and the whole world.”

Bishop Olivier also encouraged Catholics to take
the act of forgiveness seriously ‘there is the spirit of
forgiveness and true forgiveness; it is not only a matter
of paying lip service to them.” The Bishop emphasised:

www.catholicphnompenh.org
www .facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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“The Holy Spirit desires to be active but that depends

on our hearts trying hard to put our faith into practice.”

Following his homily, Bishop Olivier asked the
catechumens a few questions about their faith in God.
During the Confirmation rite, Bishop Olivier anointed
the candidates with Chrism marking the sign of the
Cross on their foreheads and said, “May you receive the
fruits of the Holy Spirit. First, the gift of wisdom.
Second, the gift of understanding. Third, the truth.
Fourth, the gift of counsel. Fifth, the Spirit of might.
Sixth the Spirit of knowledge and the seventh the Spirit
of the fear of the Father. I mark you with the sign of the
Cross in the Holy Spirit, which is the Gift of God! Go
in peace!” It’s a sign to remind the confirmands to go
out and proclaim the Good News of God and of being
strengthened by the Holy Spirit.

It is the Spirit of the Lord Jesus, who bestowed His
promises on the Apostles at Pentecost before He sent
them out to spread the News on the Resurrected Jesus
to all people.

“This
confirmation filled me with the Holy Spirit inspiring me

Mr. Khem Sakhorn, a confirmand, said:

to keep a firmer faith by not deviating from the faith,
hope and love.” The candidate continued by saying that
he would continue to proclaim the Good News of God
to neighbours in order for them to come to the faith in
Jesus and showing love and care for other people.

“Confirmation perfects Baptismal grace; it is the
sacrament which gives the Holy Spirit in order to root
us more deeply in the divine filiation, incorporates us
more firmly into Christ, strengthens our bond with the
Church, associates us more closely with her mission,
and helps us bear witness to the Catholic faith in words
accompanied by deeds.”
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Catholics Are flour in
others' life

Forty six candidates were baptized and confirmed
on the 25th of June 2017 at the church of Our Lady
of the Smiles Parish. The church is located in Chamka
Tieng village, Kous commune of Takeo province’s
Tramkak district. The confirmation rite was
administered by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler with
some 300 parishioners being present.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said that the newly-
confirmed candidates of today had accepted full
responsibility on how to allow the Word of God to be
heard by all people in the province. There are about
800,000 people living in the province, and the bishop
said “Though we are few in number, the Catholic
community is responsible and highly motivated by
the words of Jesus who said “"When we sow less
seeds, we harvest less. When we sow more, then we
harvest more.’

The Bishop also instructed the confirmands by
saying: “The place you live allows you to know that
we are the flour of life. Even though we are a small
quantity of yeast, it is this yeast that has the influence
on love. It brings about the continuation process of
spreading the Good News of God together with Jesus
as He has said: ‘The Kingdom of God has come into
the world and so let us repent and believe in the Good
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Art Performance
for Evangelisation

A troupe of the art group of Our Lady of the Smile
parish in Chamka Tieng developed a programme spreading
Gospel values through art performances in different
forms on a big stage. The art performance saw Bishop
Olivier Schmittacusler present as the main celebrant
there on the 24th of June 2017.

In addition, the art show saw famous artists from
Phnom Penh, together with their friends, attending such
as Mr. John Alexzora, Mrs. Sonita, and Mr. Madona.

The art show was intended to proclaim the Good
News of God through the performing arts with the encul-
turation of the Khmer culture in order that local residents
will understand the Church more clearly. The art show
included wishing dance, Trot dance, rice-harvesting
dance, songs, comic skits and so on.

Bishop Olivier said from the day when the Church
had the stage built, it was intended that different forms
of art are to be performed each month in order for the
community to be happy and content together.

The Bishop embhasised that today the artists from
Phnom Penh headed by Mr. John Alexzora would also
perform the show, while the art troupe of the parish
would perform arts in different forms.

The Bishop hoped that tonight’s art show would
make the village always joyful and also that they would
develop their own lives to be better and better, being
always hopeful to build a family, a nation and a country.

It should also be pointed out that Our Lady of the
Smile parish in Chamka Tieng village, Kou commune of
Takeo province’s Tramkak district had the big stage built
taking inspiration from a stage in Siem Reap province’s
cultural village. The stage was inaugurated in late 2016.
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GConfirmation for
Gandidates

The parish of the Child Jesus in Boeung Tompun
held the confirmation rite for nineteen candidates. The
rite signifies that they became mature for the faith and
receive the Holy Spirit into life proving a source of
strength of bearing witness to the mercy of God for other
people. The ceremony was held on the 2nd of July 2017,
and administered by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
the Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate.

In homily, the Bishop instructed Catholics present
saying: “The plan of Jesus is a special strength and He
allowed us to choose Him as a priority in our life,
especially brothers and sisters receiving the Holy Spirit
today. It is incarnation in the Holy Spirit and the plan of
God. It enables us to become His children.”

“Jesus led us to focus attention by trying to respond
to the needs of others. It leads them to understand they
have the value of life and hope. Also He allows us to
choose the least of people having difficulties. Not only
are we the servant in the name of Jesus, but also His
friends” continued the Bishop.

Bishop Olivier said hopefully that the Church here
would become a place to be found it warm and it is
hoped that although they have millions of money, if they
lack relationships, it will not be sure they can find a way
to nourish even their hearts.

Before administering the sacrament of confirmation,
the Bishop asked the candidates questions about the
faith in God. The candidates provided the witness of
their faith relinquishing sins and believing God called
them to live with Him. They believe God comes into
our world leading human beings to the Father and they
believe in the Holy Spirit.

www.catholicphnompenh.org
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Catholic Major Seminary
Commemorates St. Jean Marie Vianney
as its Patron Saint

The Catholic Major Seminary in Cambodia com-
memorated St. Jean Marie Vianney as its Patron Saint by
closing the 2017 academic year at the seminary. Bishop
Olivier Schmittaesuler celebrated the Eucharist, which
was concelebrated by a few priests on the 22th of June
2017 in Phnom Penh.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier of the Diocese of
Phnom Penh reminded participants about the history of
St. Jean Marie, who made great sacrifices in a bid to carry
the Cross. St. Jean Marie had tried hard to take heed to the
Word of God and put it into practice. He paid attention to
the needs of the poor and also protected them.

The Bishop compared the life of the saint with life
of society in the 21st century which is constantly developing.
“What do we do to protect the poor?” The Bishop
explained that it is the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
that leads other people to receive renewed life from Jesus.

Bishop Olivier continued by saying that the priestly
life of St. Jean Marie Vianney is by living in the Church
and making themselves available to the service of
brothers and sisters, helping them discover happiness in
the Church. In addition, the then-Fr. Marie Vianney
focused his mind on prayers knowing that God loves him
and in turn he dwelled in God.

On that occasion, the Bishop exhorted all seminarians
to follow the example of St. Jean Marie and assigned the
group to conduct practical training in three dioceses of the
Catholic Church during the vacation. The seminarians who
have been assigned to these parishes are: Keo Samnang,
to the parish in Chamnoam of Battambang; Sok Thoeurn
to the parish in Koh Roka of Kampong Cham; Vi Samnang
and Vin Kann to the parish Takeo of Phnom Penh
diocese; Sok Samnang and Chamroeurn to the diocese
of Battambang; Prak Bunhong to the parish of Kampong
Cham city; and Sambath to the parish of Phnom Penh
Thmei.
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Trainees receive CompletioE
A Certificates

The 25th batch of 143 trainees were presented with
completion certificates after they had completed their
training at different vocational skills. Caritas Cambodia
held such training sessions in vocational training for them.
On completion of the course, Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh presented
them with completion certificates on the 23rd of June 2017
in Takdol village of Kandal province’s Takhmao city.

According to a report by Mr Chhay Piseth, a leader of
youth development programme of Caritas Cambodia, the
organisation had focuses its attention on the poor youth
who could not afford to continue their studies. With this
training they would now be able to improve the quality
of their lives. The leader continued by saying that the
trainees included orphans and migrants. The skills of the
training courses were comprised of administrative skills,
accounting, rural development skills, electronic courses,
cosmetics and hairdo skills. Each training course was for
a duration of one year.

Bishop Olivier said that Caritas was like the right
hand of the local Catholic Church, helping with many
humanitarian works in society. The Bishop expressed his
admiration for Caritas for making efforts to train the youth
in order for them to acquire clear knowledge and skills.
The Bishop also said that in the early stages he was worried
about the youth abandoning their studies but today there
were 50 females who received their certificates.

Although it was difficult for some time, they were
willing to do so for the sake of their children’s future. The
Bishop also delivered a message to all the trainees urging
them to take responsibility for their respective jobs and
forge a good relationship with one another with a true
sense of reconciliation, forgiveness and solidarity with
one another.

As noted, youth development programme of Caritas
also opened a training course for the 26th batch of students.
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Phnom Penh Tmey's Pastoral Sector
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Commemoration of
Sts. Peter and Paul

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Phnom Penh
Apostolic Vicariate and its diocesan priests marked the
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul on the 27th of June 2017
at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh
Thmei. The celebration of the feast saw many Catholics
in attendance.

“Today we had a gathering of priests. It’s a chance
for us to look at the Church in Cambodia, especially
the diocese of Phnom Penh. It is the very old Church
that spans over 460 years and also the young one,”
continued the Bishop.

The Bishop reminded the Catholics present that
St. Paul had tried to do things and focused his mind
by doing the loving Will of Christ. The Saint used to
hate Jesus but he had received experience of the
conciliation of Jesus and then he had had a change of
heart to become a new person in order to spread the
Good News of god for life. For St. Peter, Jesus had
made him to become a sinful and weak man, and he in
turn had become a strong stone. Bishop Olivier con-
tinued by saying: “The Apostles are the foundations of
the Church, which inspires us to realise Jesus forgave
us just as St. Peter.”

Also, the Bishop instructed the Catholics saying:
“Our life is to continue the Church’s missions from the
Apostles and we are the sinners needing to be pardoned
by God, who invigorates us to continue the proclamation
of the news everywhere.” Bishop Olivier emphasised
again that the life of love and God’s forgiveness prevail
in all places we live.

At the end of Holy Mass, Bishop Olivier thanked
all the priests. The Diocese of Phnom Penh marked
the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul by also celebrating the
anniversary of priests who were ordained during the
month of June. It was a thanksgiving gesture to these
priests for their ministerial works.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier
SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
July August September 2017

1 Jul : Confirmation at Toul Tang/Koh Norea
2 Jul : Confirmation at Boeung Toumpoun
6 Jul : Tribunal for Martyrs
62th Night of Prayer - CARMEL
7 Jul : Meeting with all Viethnamese Congregation's
General Superiors. Champa
8-12 Jul : Pastoral Visit at Takeo Pastoral Sector
-8 Jul : Bati and Preykbas
-9 Jul : Kirivong
- 10 Jul : Chomkarcheang
- 11 Jul : Takeo and Tropeang Kagnou
- 12 Jul : Saint Paul
16 Jul  : Holy Mass at Svay Pack

Welcome of Jesuit General Superior
26-31 July : Pilgrim in Malaysia with Saint Justin School.
7-10 Sep : Vocation Camp. Sihanoukville.
18-21 Sep: Pchum Ben
25-30 Sep: CELAC Laos/Cambodia bishops.

Kompong Cham

From 17 July - 17 September 2017: I will have
health follow program and join some main programs
only. During this time, I will mainly stay at Takeo
province. Father Ly, the new General Vicar, will follow
the general work and answer to all your specific

requests
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