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February 14, 2108

Ash Wednesday

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

"Repent and believe the Good News!"

Lent focuses on the essentials of our Christian life: repenting and believing in the good news of Jesus
Christ in order to enter the intimacy of Jesus with his Father.

This year our Vicariate will welcome and baptize 71 new Christians at Easter. I will officially call them
on February 15th at Chrey Thom - Bassac (15 catechumens) and on February 18th at Phnom Penh Thmey
(56 catechumens). I entrust our dear catechumens to your prayer.

During this time of Lent, Pope Francis invites us to strengthen our prayer, our fasting, and our acts of
charity to uproot the evil that is in us. This evil prevents us from living fully with the love of God and sharing
it with our brothers and sisters in need.

I enclose the message of the Holy Father with this letter and invite you to read it and ponder it by asking
yourself this question:

"What prevents me from being a sign of the love of God for my brothers and sisters?"

In addition, I invite you to follow the invitation of the Holy Father and organize twenty-four hours of
prayer in each pastoral sector, from Saturday, March 10 (6 PM) to Sunday, March 11th (12.00 noon). This
time set aside for adoration and the sacrament of reconciliation will allow everyone to better convert to wel-
come the Living Lord at Easter!

In this year of the Family, I invite you during this Lent to take time for family prayer and to meditate on
the Word of God. Every Sunday, you will be given the gospel of the Sunday Mass so that you can reflect on
it at home and read it with your family during the week, asking yourself this question:

"How does this Word of God illuminate my life every day? "

Finally, I entrust to your prayer the following appointments to better serve our communities and our di-
ocesan offices:

After consulting my Council, by the grace of God, I appoint from February 1, 2018 for a mission that will

end in December, 2021:

1. PASTORAL SECTOR OF MEKONG
Father Sripramong Werachai (TMS), Coordinator of the Mekong Pastoral Sector, assisted by
Father Vanathaiyan Arockiadoss (MEP) and Father Daniel Yoon (TMS) (from 1 December 2018).
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The communities of Toultang and KohNorye will be attached to the Pastoral Sector of the Mekong from
1 December 2018.
2. PASTORAL SECTOR OF TAKMAU
Father Francois Xavier Demont (MEP), coordinator of the Pastoral Sector of Takmau, assisted by
Father Giovanni Tulino (PIME).
3. PASTORAL SECTOR OF BASSAC
Father Van Tinh Peter remains Sector Coordinator, assisted by Father Dau Tien Dung (Franciscan)
and Father Prasudsaengchan Nikon Lawrence (TMS).
Also, starting January 1, 2018 the following appointments will be for a period of 3 years:
1. Father Paul RoeungChatsirey (TMS) is appointed by Episcopal Conference of Laos & Cambodia
(CELAC) as the judicial delegate of Laos & Cambodia Interdiocesan Tribunal.
2. Father Gustavo Benitez (PIME) is appointed by the three Ordinaries of Cambodia as
the interdiocesan coordinator of the Youth Ministry.
3. Father Fernando Arango and Father Charles Lechypan (YARUMAL) are appointed Episcopal
Delegates for the Youth and Children Pastoral of the Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
4. Father Giovanni Tulino (PIME) is appointed Episcopal Delegate for the Biblical Apostolate of
the Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
5. Father Pierre Suon Hang Ly, Vicar Delegate, is in charge of the Pastoral of Health and of relations
with the government.
6. Father Damien Farhner (MEP) is in charge of the Pastoral Care of Catholic Students in Phnom Penh.
7. Mr. SornSarouen is appointed head of the diocesan office of the Youth and Children Pastoral of
the Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
8. Mr. Phon Sophal is appointed Rector of Saint Paul Institute (Takeo) with the approval of
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports.
9.Mr. Yun Samath is appointed director of Saint Francis Technical High School (Takeo - Angtasaom)
10.Ms. Lay Makara is appointed Director of St. Francis Elementary School and the Arts (Takeo - Chom-
kacheang).
I sincerely thank everyone for the service mission he or she accepts with enthusiasm and love. May God
bless you in your apostolate and fill you with joy in this service for the Kingdom of God.
Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us pray for each other. May this time of Lent be a time of grace and pro-

found conversion. God bless you and keep you in his peace,

+ OLIVIER SCHMITTHAEUSLER
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NationalHuman{Trafficking/Day;

A group of 43 people including priests, the faithful of the
Catholic Church in Cambodia headed by Mr. Doung Savong,
the director of the Catholic Church Catechetical center joined
in a rally to mark World Day against human Trafficking. The
event was held on 12th December 2017 and was presided over
by Samdech Krolahom Sar Kheng, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Ministry of Interior. He is also the chairman of the
National Committee on Counter Trafficking. He was joined by
Her Excellency Chou Bun Eng, the secretary of state of the inte-
rior and the permanent deputy head of committee. About 3,000
people attended this rally which was held at Koh Pich theatre.

In the meantime, Chou Bun Eng, declared the intention of
the day to signify the will of the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia and every citizen to strengthen the system of safety and
initiate laws for implementation to protect every person from
human trafficking in all forms. She also read the report on the
prevention, control and rescue of Cambodian citizens, who
were victimized by the human trafficking in this year 2017. She
highlighted the four strategies of the government towards this
end: “First, we strengthened the implementation of laws, policy
and promote national co’operation to include in the system of
education and media. Second, we heighten the prevention and
control of every form of human trafficking. Third, we bolster the
system of criminal justice that responds to the human trafficking
and fourth we enhanced the protection of the victims, especially
women and children.”

In addition, Sar Khen was determined to support the four
above-mentioned strategies and send a strong message to per-
petrators, especially officials relating to the human trafficking
to do as follows: “ I would like to remind government officials
who have created and are creating problems, colluding and col-
laborating with the perpetrators in human trafficking and in-
volvement, whether it be intentional or unintentional, you have
to quickly withdraw from it and correct yourself. If you are
found guilty you will be punished severely according to provi-
sions in the law.”
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Claire Amitie Family on Cambodia
give hope for weak people

The Family of Light and Friendship located in Boeung-
Tompun district hosted a party on the evening of 8 Decem-
ber 2017 during the season of Christmas, creating a pleasant
atmosphere for about 70 attendees consisting of children,
youth and garment factory workers. The party took place in
the presence of Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler to demonstrate
love and offer encouragement to them giving renewed hope.

Mrs. In Cheatra, person in charge of the Family said that
this gathering was intended to share the light and love of God
through the Blessed Virgin Mary. Usually, the Family initi-
ates this programme every year, which falls on the 8th day of
December, because it is the day of the feast of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. It is hoped that they will learn and share in joy to-
gether. What was different about this gathering from ordinary
gatherings is that each of them were sharing their testimony
on witnessing for the love of Mary and the values of love in
general. “Not only that, Mrs. In Cheatra sent a message to all
Catholics to try their best to expand the Church to become
bigger. It is the idea of how to receive the love and light of
God, to be with other people through us providing delight,
hope and encouragement at all time and in all circumstances.”

Bishop Olivier spoke, we have joy and love because we
establish friendships with one another. We have joy and hope
to build our future, but we also have to prepare ourselves for a
future like the woman due to give a birth, too. The Bishop also
asked all participants to pay attention in establishing relation-
ships, that “ establishing good relationships relies with each
one of us in order for the family to have strength and receive
happiness and dignity in life,” continued Bishop Olivier.

During the program, they shared their personal experiences
with each other about situations of women and the family that

. used to be hopeless and who have later they have met the Fam-
_ily of Light and Friendship. They received renewed hope. For
* instance, Mrs. Sotheary, a Buddhist follower, who is a former

garment factory worker, has worked for money in order to pay
for her studies. She even shared her own experiences in a hope-
less life and in a time when she enrolled her son into Don Bosco
School. Fortunately, she prayed to the Blessed Virgin Mary
asking her to pray for her son to be able to attend school. In turn
she herself received the job as a teacher of the school as well.
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(Catholic/ChurchReceiveOld[churchlback

fromRoyal{Government/of/Cambodial

The Royal Government of Cambodia through the
Ministry of Environment handed over control of the
old Cathedral of the French colonial era at the Bokor
mountain to the Catholic Church in Cambodia. The han-
dover ceremony took place on 24th December 2017 in
front of the Cathedral at top of the Bokor mountain in
the Preah Monivong National Park in the Kompot prov-
ince. The signing ceremony was witnessed by His Ex-
cellency Say Samal, the Minister of Environment, Mr.
Chea Sam Ang , the director of the General Department
for Nature Conservation and Protection and Bishop Ol-
ivier Schmittaeulser of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh signed on behalf of the government and the local
church respectively.

The Church was awarded custody of the Church
while celebrating Christmas with joy. Say Samal said
that the government had decided to transfer control of
the Cathedral to the Church in preparation for being
repaired and renovated for pastoral operation of the
Church. The minister also instructed the Church and
those relevant to pay attention to taking care of environ-
ments and usage of natural and sacred heritage and the
conservation of biomass in the interests of the young
generation.

Bishop Olivier said that the Church in Cambodia
was really happy, proud and honored to be granted
custody of the Cathedral by the minister of the ministry
at top of the Bokor mountain. The Bishop thanked the
government through the minister profoundly for this.
The Bishop emphaised that in fact this place was built
in the 1920s. It was put to use and activity until 1975.
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(Gambodian|DelecsateslVisit|Pope!
Erancis]infMyanmarj

One hundred and twenty five Pilgrims of the faithful of
the Catholic Church in the dioceses of Phnom Penh and Bat-
tambang in Cambodia headed by Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh flew to
Burma (Myanmar) on the night of 26th November 2017 to
greet the Holy Father Pope Francis. These pilgrims also vis-

ited certain sanctuaries during their pilgrimage.

Pope Francis made a state visit to Burma from 27th to
30th November 2017. During the visit, the Cambodian pil-
grims visited St. Joseph Catholic Major Seminary, St. Mary
Cathedral and the church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Yangon.
The next visit, they went to the Marian shrine in a place
called Lourdes, about 160 kilometers from the city.

There was also a meeting between the two Bishops and
few priests. The rector shared testimonies on the pastoral
life of the Church in Burma and the way the Good News of
the Gospel is being proclaimed to the people in the coun-
try. All of this was of special interest to the pilgrims from
Cambodia.

Bishop Olivier said that the Cambodian group had wel-
comed Pope Francis on the street. They went to join the Eu-
charist with the Holy Father on 29th November 2017 in the
outdoor stadium and on 30th November 2017 again at the
Cathedral together with the youth of Burma. “For us Catho-
lics in Cambodia, it is a special occasion for us to meet with
Pope Francis, who embodies Jesus on this earth defending
our faith and guiding the Catholic Church to be in commu-
nion with the Person of Christ. Hence, when we met with the
Pope in Burma, it seems that the Church in Cambodia meet
with Jesus Himself.” “We who number 125, who are the
representatives from each parish, joined the extended family
of the Church. The family was encouraged by the pope to
spread the Good News of the Gospel in order that we might
pay attention to serving as witnesses of mercy, especially for
persons of the lower class.”

Bishop Olivier also reminded of the words of Pope
Francis when meeting with Catholics in general and the
youth, saying: “Let us serve as witnesses of God’s mercy
and reconciliation. So for us Catholics in Cambodia upon re-
turning to our country we will focus our attention to leading
people, urge fellow Catholics to co’operate with one anoth-
er, understand one another in order to take part in building
our country. We have complete joy and thank God for be-
stowing on us the gift through the Pope and His blessings.”
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SEMINARIAN
Prrir Sox THOEURN
INnstIurep As Lecror

The parish of the Child Jesus in Boeung Tompun of the
Southern Phnom Penh pastoral sector celebrated Mass on 10th
December 2017 to welcome Bro. Sok Thoeurn as a new lector
to announce the Word of God according to the Tradition of the
Catholic Church. This was the second step prior to be ordained
a priest. The Holy Eucharist was celebrated by Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh with a
good number of Catholics attending.

Bishop Olivier said: “Our mission is to carry out on a daily
basis — the expression of God’s Mercy.” Bishop Olivier high-
lighted on the steps on how to show charity in action:

“First, you have to proclaim the Good News of Jesus, who
is coming and making a journey with us with all strength of
mind and heart. Bro. Thoeurn has to proclaim the Good News
of the Gospel, especially in a manner showing Catholics how
live their lives. The Good News of the Gospel is not mysteri-
ous in order to keep it in our hearts, but you have to spread it
to everybody. Second, you have to understand that where there
is God, there is our wealth.” Bishop Olivier made mention of
the example of John the Baptist proclaiming the Good News of
the Gospel in the desert. We have to create a relationship with
God. So you must go out and spread the Good News of the
Gospel to these people so that they will receive light in their
hearts. Third, you take the Word of God into your heart and
listen to it every day to enable the Word of God be food in our
life with a change of heart and give time to let the Word of God
improve our capacities in a way that we establish relationships
with other people.”

Following his homily, Bishop Olivier prayed and asked
God to bless Bro. Sok Thoeurn in order to fulfill his duty as
a lector in the service of God with all his heart, faith, love and
honesty always.

Seminarian Sok Thoeurn rose to receive the Bible from the
Bishop and spoke to the congregation at the end of the Eucha-
rist, saying: “I have the honor to receive the second step as a
disciple of the Bishop in the continuation of a priestly life. I have
today committed myself and am grateful to the Catholic Major
Seminary of Jean Marie Vianney and the Bishop who showed
that he has always focused his attention to and thought of the
Church.”

The Seminarian also requested all Catholics to continue
praying for him and other seminarians to attain a vocation as a
priest to serve the Church.
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North Phnom Penh's Pastoral Sector —«==

INewYeariNewSociety

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh gave the honor to the Queen of Peace Church in
Areyksat by celebrating the Eucharist for the year of 2017 and
New Year, which was concelerbated by a few priest on 30th
December 2017. The event saw a good number of Catholics at-
tending including Catholics from the pastoral sectors of North-
ern Phnom Penh and Takeo province.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed the Catholics pres-
ent by saying: “Today we are celebrating New Year, but during
the season of this Christmas we receive the Child Jesus into re-
newed life knowing that God led humans to reconcile with one
another to serve as renewed persons. Please invite all brothers
and sisters to sit in front of the stable where Jesus was born,
where they will see a new society that starts with a group of
families. It is a family of peace that leads society to a world of
peace.”

Bishop Olivier also made comparation of characters in
the Bible regarding the birth of Jesus. The characters included
Joseph, Mary and their Son, who are the family of peace. The
shepherds were likened to a group of persons outside society,
and yet they were the ones who received the Good News of the
Gospel first. A group of seers represented those who have status,
power to bring their valuable belongings to worship Jesus in the
stable like others. The seers also represented all people coming
to see Jesus irrespective what religion they belong to, thereby
creating a new society.

With reference to the story of Jesus, His Excellency, Bishop
Olivier explained to the Catholics saying that a new society that
was created by God falls on the night of Christmas. “It wel-
comed all brothers and sisters with dignified lives because all
people embody the image of God, who are the children of God.
That new society, which was created by God, is the family who
are brothers and sisters practising an act of worship, of God-
fearing people who are seeking renewed life without occupying
oneself with wealth. It is the new society that Jesus created - a
society in which we all whether important persons or unim-
portant ones, can sit down together. This is a symbol for every
nation where people can unite to listen to each other, understand
each other by receiving roles we have in the present society.”

Bishop Olivier advised all the Catholics by saying: “”’Please
act as dough in the world in order to create this new society by
coming up with peaceful means at all times.” He emphasised
that suffering lasts only for a short time and it cannot overcome

light.
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r Pilgrimage, a journey in Faith ‘

The Pastoral Office for Children and Youth of the
Diocese of Phnom Penh organised a pilgrimage for the
youth of the diocese from the 17th to the 19th November
2017 with the theme the “Year of Family”. The pilgrim-
age began from Son An high school in Chrey Thom en
route to the Holy Trinity Church in Kirivong located in
Choeung Prey village, Kok Prech commune of Takeo
province’s Kirivong district. The pilgrimage involved
some 210 youth who took part in the walk, including
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler, priests, brothers and
nuns, the students of St. Justin’s School of Faith, the
youth and parishioners.

Fr. Charles Ekuam Lechipan, the priest in charge
of Our Lady of the Smiles parish delivered a welcome
address to the pilgrims, saying: “I welcome you with
the love from God. This is a valuable time for us all to
gather to pray, especially for the pilgrims reflecting on
their life as Catholics.”

Mr. Phon Sophal, the former head of the office said
that this was the 8th pilgrimage, the office had organ-
ised this year 2017. The pilgrimage was to get the youth
and Catholics join in the journey on foot to the Churches
in the diocese with the reflection on a topic, too. He also
explained the meaning of the pilgrimage: “It is the jour-
ney in faith in daily life for each one of us, because in
life we always experience difficulties, but we keep offer-
ing our life to God.”
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Poor Families Receive gifts
from Missionary of charity
___sSisters

Five hundred poor families received parcels of gifts
on the occasion of Christmas from the Sister of Mis-
sionaries of Charity. The gift-distributing ceremony
was presided over by Fr. Roeung Chhatsirey, the priest
in charge of the pastoral sector in Nothern Phnom Penh
on 16th December 2017 at the Home of Mercy in Blvd.
Monivong of Boeng Bralit district, Phnom Penh.

At the event, the families recevied and shared joy
with one another showing God’s love for performing ar-
tistic talents. The show was performed by children volun-
teers and generous people.

Fr. Chhatsirey encouraged them by saying: “Every
year, the Sisters gather brothers and sisters to share joy
and today we have people from the Philippines and a
group of volunteers coming to the aid of impoverished
persons here during the season of Christmas.” “Let us
then not think about having less or more and not think of
only our own self but rather to share even further. Jesus
loves all people and us all regardless of being either poor
or rich, Jesus was even born as a human being like us.”

Taking the opportunity, Fr. Chhatsirey wished all of
them a joyful, blessed and healthy life without suffering,
especially “May us share this love even further.”

A divorceé¢ Kim Meanda from Stoeung Meanchey,
said that she was very delighted when the Sisters distrib-
uted the parcels of gifts to those in need and including
her, a scavenger. It’s not only the parcels but also the Sis-
ters who went to visit her house and a month earlier when
the Sisters also received her child into their home to take
care of her.

The poor families came from the Churches of Koh
Noria, Chhbar Ampov, Chak Angre, Stoeung Meanchey
and those around Khan Daunpenh. the Sisters of Mis-
sionaries of Charity distributed the parcels of gifts to 500
poor families on the occasion of Christmas. The parcels
of gifts included milled rice, and other daily essentials.
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh opens the “Year of Family”

For Three Consecutive Years
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Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler as the head of the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh has held a synod for the Year
of Family in order to reflect on families in accordance with
ine of the Catholic Church and families in the present

om 6th to 8th January 2018 at the

@

parish of Sts. Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh Thmei. The synod
saw an estimated 300 attending from the nine parish pastoral
sectors of the diocese, including the presence of representa-
tives of the Apostolic Prefectures of Battambang and Kam-
pong Cham.

Commencing the synod, representatives of families in
each sector shared testimony on their respective family lives.

Also, Bishop Olivier delivered an welcome speech to all
participants mentioning the testimony shared by all the repre-
sentatives and said: “This is a special strength of the Diocese of
Phnom Penh because brothers and sisters all claim the Church
as one extended family.” The Bishop thanked them and en-
couraged them by saying, “The Church has life because of
all parents, brothers and sisters, all pastoral offices and certain
organizations that have led us to enter into all sectors to help
Cambodia progressively.”

“The family is a small cell in society but when they see
this holy family, they are led to see a new society which God
wants, that is, all persons of all classes, races becoming one
family being able to live with each other in peace,” says the
Bishop.

On instructions given by the Bishop on the second day of
the synod, he made mention of parables from the Bible say-
ing: ‘Love bears all things, believes in all things, hopes in all
things and endures all things,” which are the foundations of
the Year of Family. The Bishop explained further that in or-
der for family to have happiness you have to “First, tolerate
people willing to always practise forgiveness. Secondly, you
need to have faith in God. Thirdly, you need to hope in God
and fourthly you always endure with patience and kindess.”
“You have to do every thing in spite of everything be it joy or
suffering. Even in hopelessess, a sense of love will lead us to
move forward.”

The Bishop also cited problems faced by families in Cam-
bodian society today, hindering their families from living in
peace. The participants have received lessons on life, reflec-
tions in groups, and instructions on the faith. He also encour-
aged those participating to pay attention to problems in family
and society today such as issues like poverty, drugs addiction,
technological advances, immigration and so on.

At the conclusion of the synod, the representatives have
decided to follow the example of the holy family with the pur-
pose of building a family of a new world that God Wills. With
words of prayers for the family in line with a beautiful prayer
of the Holy Father Pope Francis for the Year of Family, there
is also a committee tasked with taking care of families for the
diocese.

The synod ended with a Mass and the party in celebration
of the Epiphany in a pleasant atmosphere.
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Church Has Montessori Building

Kampot : The local Church held a inauguration cer-
emony formally for a new building in the new academic
year. The ceremony was presided over by Bishop Ol-
ivier Schmttaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh. Joined at him was Mr. Tak Hab, the director of
the department of Education, Youth and Sports and
Mss. Chan Kanha, the deputy governor of the province.
A total of 100 people including priests, nuns, parents/
guardians and children attended the ceremony on 14th
November 2017.

Addressing participants, Fr. Gianluca Tavola, the
priest in charge of the pastoral sector in Kampot-Kep
said that the Montessori building (named after Maria
Montessori an Italian physician and educationist, not-
ed for her educational technique called the Montessori
Method) which was recently established, gives renewed
strength to the Church to serve the people further. The
Catholic Church-run school was established in 2007
on the compound of the center for culture and foreign
languages with 44 students in Kampot. The new build-
ing of the school was established while the old one was
renovated in order to prompt the establishment of a pri-
mary school for kindergarten children who completed
their studies. This year, the two-roomed primary school
has 17 students studying at grade one.

The priest said: “T am very happy because today we
are confirming this place we have projects to become a
good place for education of quality, with love and for
welcoming all students in our Kompot city.” He also
thanked all generous people, especially the Sisters of the
Child Jesus, Fr. Kar from Singapore and the Pontifical
Institute for Foreign Missions (PIME) for helping the
projects achieve.

On behalf of the local authority, Mrs. Chan Kanha sent a
message to all parents of students saying that education is an
important matter for children. So it is required that all parents/
guardians of students who brought up the students to join in
co-coperating with the teachers so that education of children
will be better. Chan Kanha added that education requires love,
their studies obtain good results such as the very pre-school.
The school is of quality and filled with love enabling them to
become strong persons, help other people and become citi-
zens able to build peace, help the nation in the future.
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Champa Church commemeo-
rates their patron saint St.
Francois Xavier

Parishioners took part in a procession celebrating the
feast of St. Frangois Xavier the patron Saint of its church
in the Mekong River pastoral sector in Kandal province’s
Kien Svay district. The ceremony took place on 3rd De-
cember 2017 with Bishop Oliver Schmittacusler of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh as the main celebrant
of the Holy Eucharist attended by people.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier reminded everyone
about the history of St. Francois Xavier, who was the
model for Catholics in terms of the idea of proclaiming
the Good News of the Gospel in Asia. However, he was
unable to spread the Good News of God in China; he
went to Japan and developed a good relationship with the
authorities. Then as many as some 300,000 Catholics, in-
cluding many other Catholics have a firmer faith because
of his instructions, until he died.

“God visited the Japanese people through St. Fran-
cois Xavier in order for them to have a strong faith. To-
day God visits us from door to door. During the season of
Advent, many of us prepare our hearts by purifying our-
selves to receive God, who comes to visit us like what Je-
sus said: ‘Watch and pray always’,” he Bishop continued.

Bishop Olivier urged and encouraged all Catholic
gathered to follow the example of St. Frangois Xavier.
Although he passed away before setting out to China, in
his life he overcame obstacles with hope. The Bishop
instructed all to have joy in service and hope at all times.

On the occasion, children at ages of 11 to 15 received
their first confirmation, because they were baptized at
birth.

The Church in Champa commemorates St. Frangois
Xavier every year with praying to ask God in a manner
of St. Frangois Xavier and it is believed that this Saint
had really helped take care of the villagers. Evidently, he
helped prevent the river from landside a few years ago.
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BISHOP OLIVIER URGES PARENTS TO TAKE
CARE OF THEIR CHILDREN

During the feast of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 66th night of prayer for
vocations in the diocese of Phnom Penh at St. Joseph’s
Church in the pastoral sector of Northern Phnom Penh,
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler urged all parents to pay
their attention to their children. The solemnity took place
on 7th December 2017 with hundreds of Catholics at-
tending it.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed Catholics
present saying: “Parents, please do all to allow your chil-
dren to know God and love Him.

“First, take care of your family as Joseph did in spite
of having no a proper place for rest. Second, take greater
responsibility for listening to and practising the Word of
God like the parents of Jesus, who listened and followed
the Word of God, allowing Him to lead them in leading
the life of spouses with the Child Jesus all the time. Third,
focus your attention to educating and advising children in
order for them to always grow in God’s wisdom.”

Bishop Olivier also encouraged them by saying: “We
have a special project to educate offspring by laying the
foundations little by little in each family. It is hoped that
their daughters and sons could serve the Church and re-
spond to the call of God.” “If children want to become
priests, brothers and nuns, please, do not refuse them.”

Bishop Olivier spoke about this in order that the
youth may be able to respond to the call of God to serve
the Church in Cambodia, which is why he has initiated
the programme of prayer for vacations in early month in
each pastoral sector of the diocese since 2012. He also
announced that the next prayer rally would be held in the
pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh and it will con-
tinue up to at least the 100th night of prayer.
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(aritas,Cambodia:’AyJourney,ofsMercyswe

loveithelenvironmenty

Caritas Cambodia: A “Journey of Mercy, we love
the environment”. This was a crucial topic for reflec-
tion at its 24th annual meeting. The meeting took
place from 4th to 7th December 2017 at St. Michael’s
Church in Preah Sihanouk. Mr. Kim Ratana, the exec-
utive director of Caritas delivered his keynote address
to the participants gathered, expressing his admiration
for the members of the staff for their efforts to fulfill
their duties. They have even done their best to show
kindness, by carrying out works of mercy. The execu-
tive director said: “Caritas means charity. We carry out
actions of mercy. Brothers and sisters have taken their
part in carrying out these actions. You take this time to
join Caritas not only for their actions but also for living
with compassion. I thank you for joining us.”

Works of charity are not only activities being done
for humans beings, but also it is also the love of taking
care of the environment. It is also a crucial work to
show kindness. Mgr. Enrique Figaredo, the head of the
Caritas’ board of directors encouraged all participants,
saying: “You have to love the environment, change the
habit and your own style of living by paying atten-
tion, being ready to protect, care and love the environ-
ment. [t starts with our own families. In order to reach
this phase, it takes time. We have to form a habit and
change our way of living. Please reduce the use of mo-
bile phones and air conditioners.”

Learning to acquire knowledge at the meeting was
very important, but in order for the lesson to be re-
ceived more effectively, Caritas Cambodia initiated a
programme with a principal of a Prey Nob district pri-
mary school to implement the programme called the
green school. The programme initiated the planting of
tree seedlings, distributing study materials to students
and conducting free-of-charge check-ups of eyes as
well. The next day, they united as one to plant man-
grove seedlings in the district.

The meeting ended with a Christmas party by dis-
tributing presents and sharing in the joy for one anoth-
er with love, close relationship as brothers and sisters
in Christ.
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Graduation Ceremony At 1L NODO
Cambodia

7 batches of six students of the art school were presented
with completion certificates in skills of fashion design and
jewelry. The presentation was done by Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The event
was also witnessed by 30 students and guests of honor on the
22nd November 2017 in the vicinity of St. 371, Boeung Tom-
pun quarter, MeanChey district in Phnom Penh.

Commencing the programme, Mrs. Martina Pravda, the
founder and director of the art school delivered a welcome
speech to participants, saying that the academic year has just
opened, but the students who have entered the school last
month and also the first year of 11 students saw them struggling
and paying great attention to studies.

The director continued by saying that the students here had
received the two-year study course and were presented with
certificates. The certificates were certified by the Ministry of
Labour and Vocational Training and today “Please congratulate
these 9 students, of whom 3 are absent because they went to
provinces.”

Bishop Olivier said; the artistic skill was a very important
skill which is to be protected where Cambodian art is divided
into many genres such as music, dance, sculpture, drawing,
jewelry and so on. “I also contributed to promoting develop-
ment in Takeo province in orderto preserve a culture of weav-
ing silk and hopefully we could co-operate with them on the
jewelry design project using silk in the near future.”

“Our activity here has helped Cambodia in making prog-
ress, in creating jobs for the youth and thus preventing them
from going to work as migrant workers in foreign countries,”
Bishop Olivier emphasised. The Bishop encouraged the stu-
dents by saying that: “There are specialized jobs available and
it’s a factor nurturing one’s own values and skills for the coun-
try and in turn helping society to make progress using existing
resources we have and creating local produce since what we
are use every day comes from imports from abroad.”
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Giving of alms to the Poor and
Elderly

In commemoration of the celebration of the Christmas
feast, the parish of Sts. Peter and Paul distributed gifts to 100
poor and elderly people living in the Phnom Penh Thmei
zone and Chbar Ampov. The gift-distributing activity was
initiated by the parish pastoral committee along with Fr.
Soun Hangly, the priest in charge of the parish, on the morn-
ing of 24th December 2017.

On the occasion of this event, members of the youth
group of the parish performed the play of Jesus’ birth in the
Gospel. A running commentary was given by Fr. Hangly
who interpreted the content of the story in order for them to
fully understand the meaning of the Nativity.

A young girl Meas Touch, from Siem Reap province,
a university student in Phnom Penh thanked the Catholic
Church when she said: “Every day I have difficulty in my
daily livelihood and travelling to the Royal University of
Phnom Penh, I have to take a 30-minute walk daily. So I
would like to thank Fr. Hangly for giving me a bicycle to
help me go for my classes. Thank you, Fr. Hangly!”

The gift parcels included milled rice, noodles, and a few
household essentials. Some other students also received bi-
cycles. Following the event, they had a fellowship meal in a

pleasant atmosphere.
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New buildings at SracAmbil |

Two buildings, one of St. Therese’s Church of the
Child Jesus and the other a pre-school were constructed
on a nearly one hectare plot of land on a mountain locat-
ed at Khlong village in Koh Kong province’s SracAmbil
district. The new buildings were solemnly blessed and
inaugurated on the morning of 20th January 2018. The
inauguration ceremony was performed by Bishop Oliv-
ier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh witnessed by a good number of Catholics.

Commencing the ceremony, Fr. Un Son the priest
in charge of the pastoral sector in Kampong Som gave a
welcome speech to His Lordship Bishop Olivier and all
those attending the event. The priest made mention of
the efforts taken to raise funds to up the two buildings.
He also mentioned the late Fr. Danish Carrier who spent
a lot of time and energy to raise funds to construct the
church.

In his homily, the Bishop reminded the Catholics-
gathered about Jesus who prayed day and night on the
mountain. He added that there isnow a churchhere on
the mountain “All you Catholics, please come to church
to pray every day and do not wait only for Sundays, a
priest comesto celebrate Holy Mass.”

Bishop Olivier said: “Prayer is a source of our
strength. When we pray, we are united with Jesus. When
we are united with Jesus, we are filled with love for oth-
ers.With hope and a firm faith we can lead other brothers
and sisters to know God.”

The Church in SracAmbil has some 10 Catholic
families and the Church has a vivid life and activity
serving all brothers and sisters. The activity includes
the visitation of the sick and the poor. There is also a
pre-school for receiving children from the village so that
they will have good education and be cared well by a
group of Sisters.
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Blessing of New Tower and Bell
at St. Martin’s Church

St. Martin’s Church in Rongchak of the Mekong River
pastoral sector in Kandal province’s Kien Svay district held
a blessing ceremony for a new tower and a new bell that
has just been built and installed. The sound of this new bell
will gather the Catholics around and remind them to go to
church. The Blessing ceremony took place on the morning
of 11th November 2017, the day commemorating St. Mar-
tin, the patron Saint. Bishop Olivier Schmitaeusler of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh officiated at the ceremo-
ny with a good number of Catholics attending.

Commencing the ceremony, all Catholics were stand-
ing in front of the tower of the bell to pray. Fr. Arockiadoss
Vanathaiyan, the priest in charge of the parish delivered a
welcome speech to quests of honor and the Catholics pres-
ent, asking Bishop Olivier to give a new name to the bell,
and then a representative of the parish gave a brief on the
history of the Church and the names of benefactors who con-
tributed to building the tower.

Bishop Olivier named the new bell after ““St. Therese of
the Child Jesus”. The Bishop said that the bell is the voice
of God, which is a sign calling Catholics to enter the church
for prayers and services and share testimonies on bearing
witness to God. The Bishop and all the Catholics said their
prayers before the bell praising God, and then the ribbon
was cut, bell anointed and sprinkled with Holy Water. Those
gathered sang hymns praising God in unison with the sound
of the bell.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said that the bell is the
sign of God gathering Catholics to unite to build the Church,
visiting one another, listening to the Word of God, praying
to Him and forgiving each other. The Bishop reminded the
Catholics present, saying: “Before we inaugurated a bridge
that is a sign of relationships with one another, while the bell
is the sign of recalling the presence of God.”

fiiaceus €0



. SYiReseIHomily |

YIS RAISNG AT ANAGI 0T
nagimdanisEasiginmd

HAUSG9: ANN 9¢,9-9.99,9-M
Rofky s A v,uB-co

shysieuenm!
pangitgiiang ghiwsnulignghen dmsanuepiima ANIRSYNLS ARAS IO ARSIV RSTHAN

i &
iRumsgmn mmunnumvhus ey s AuSwadgeatA S umanLnﬁmSUwﬂﬂ 2msANy
iwsiieusuiys Sdmbnipailneaga Buminmiwantiue medaEaiaeag i
miﬁmﬁj&ﬁw{j@ﬁméqmﬂ miopeieidinnsie anduiliaiang s smsaptunysitvasioausfrangs
aimiwabagathAlgRA kIR s ang iSRS IR sHANIYNW BsmnAfiAl e1siia
fuiyind 1 dmsaptubysitusiiiguiiaganiigeamgibagmiwlbamidgmapimeimisva
kgimiwibmeimisen ihgimndnininagmeimisisn 1 dnsaptuhgsiinmsguangmn
ifquiiapanidueangibhgimigwaiefmisiun ishnulnasagdi isinuuosrangy gdbiicin
istanmiguaieioigten 1 dmsant idugiawa f‘sgq A iRgRunwisAlagmisimisiun Ag

§
i nmmuﬁﬁmﬁam nniRuidEEES el grbhunsSunwivciia 1 dnsant eiiwadaga

2
En Dz

)}
)
A

1

midgrmanmisimisiua pnsumand Sranniuns ‘éq RYIWHIAANAS GRSIC:HIANNZNAYIW T 4]S
ant ishnuidhgannbiinhAadfiguags Gisendudam idmima nbimys oA ibhmaonh
mgwRs Gl 1 ihkinhAsinugs dhaSamplwe v s ikgimatitiSuw Hhuung

unw HRuRsSunw ilgRaminwicuam 1 snsano Hqupwmmmm:symms ISHOIARORY
ARls fﬁﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁmLﬁtumasmsmuﬁushtsjnﬂ°1 IWANEANSEWT BSMGIIMWZSRAMSIe
Gisianduitndnasa udndmpaniie shﬁnmmqpwmtujmtsdmmuﬁhﬁmmmmmﬁi“1 s el
{paniSywa mATEsM{n: U ABSIMFoYW SK{n: U ABSIFMBIMEAIURITY 1 falss | {HrSYw?
Mn:snassEgoyw mynuisisaisumibh himamisaoih Shinmamisin: fu'tﬂnUSwﬁ"l {itg
innsign:unasSivaiisiheumpang RuGwitndata RufuinnSemsivohuiuh
mirishouiAgRgRIGETspamuaihiha |

shysthiuenm! ssanuinnisighipaiys ilditagisghbasabimwanin:hmna nsinns
edhegrnsiagw ARSI SauaIEh STAaisHsEAMIUIER esEa RS
gwigiywig isshanpenivagisignonininbgs ibhuisoigigpaiSywanRinanin
SRORANIUNT SRS ? IUGRLUENE AmPaniuypwysting i Butbhanssguisticiaaitin
igHARENHMUNAM tinuingwhiuss shnuibhnss gunsivanii g thinusaguininims is]
nRsIaRGRigumi g thinuigwtinh e ishoundimnsgsichiiw 9 (pspanEsigsnsiadnagnw
[SRANINSENANIW NISAS MISINAMIANAUNL NSTH 018 NSURYSNRHE IRnISIGHAvEMIUR
ifkigninnsigfywisgieywigndhmndminniuyp wismmﬁwgmni THANTEIYN wimws s st
RhEaAIUAIEY 1 1sTinuidikeh Jung B18g:iAAN SoheSASHIE SIS 1 g Ao g)arhwan
msasiihnsianypwinmugan: tmwmmﬁﬁt}mmmmeﬁUﬁ'JLn"ﬁnmf{J "N SASUNIDS"
iwanmiisingiucaguenmituidhn sihilung wuiiaiad 2nagw slidugsusyeso
30A Sonw §om §ount idkaunwianmar

www.catholicohnompenh.org i
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh be ﬁsﬂ (6US &0

= 2L, 700

acz 3




| BEERESN-Homily $

HANIRUpWIMwABERR Y Ec:RURD MptiRakyemuin:mASSYwY ilhnsaan itn
minniypwispaiEuguimghs ihgsmoguiimspvnuinn 1 nUdhgh s 0wyt i
Unnjﬁm@tnmmnjm'twﬁimmﬁ @Jttfjﬁummwfm nAistnuyANNsIwEUHIE 1 gbhguimeuann:
{peni sREfioATRRANIENW ilgRiRe gamisRmigien ilgianSemaminnAunwnSAgK sttwans
wmasiel iigeasiclantimamimatnwinsasastinmgs  ldigSuwiimuiauinaidng
opes e woBmihmSIBUh msinAmiBuUYUESIc) Sagsichiamsay Aifndaianiang 9 Hig:ene
Asich@aganam inAunw ffpisaagmiity 2 Ahpinafndunite 2 filtmsiaiyiis 2 ffiwod
rzangisiapegaiil? isadhaptrmmaSunwiny  ilhaptiRuRaigh RReldmsinn
AYNWISHURYEIGURE 1 OIS STHRNZIAINN: N IANATUAMIEWANIGIATY) IANGIBUOIUNSNS
¢nEShywiynidig Tnssnadshmy igmugiaiy

g onbhmsnsianig:s ididnaisgudguandy iwinnsigpepamudnbimbmnias
fyerngisiaiye s

AsINIGYW AMBNATukIN A ISTinuiBRnsyn
Gigsfigpeinasmndatiniinaitusieiapimion s
m‘?hmsm mmsmwﬁmsmmsﬂmmnsmwmz

D3

L

'@Sh;*‘tmummhﬁmmsgmmﬁﬁmmmumﬁmmuﬁcmmjmgg gmtsﬂgh%gr’mmmnﬁﬁ&@ﬁm
DR ENNE

Astanidnr At ilhmsantanimnagaua ihwanidigivaidh ifhauen:hnOguAEk
g1 ﬁmﬁtsjmﬁmﬁh tu‘?ﬁﬁumsm NANN:{A ﬁnﬁu&gs smu?nu 9

=1

9

W

e

0 ihywmaning Iﬂ]UJIUin\ﬂtﬁJugﬁJQjHLﬂSg y

AStANIGYS AmIE)! shwanntmsmiad inmn: mywinsmaivamysia 1 Sa %siasﬁnijhtgwfﬁmmjja
anaGsivs gtsewmmmjjeﬁﬂnmmmgmmsummmszj s sanaiE 1 gl
stusing ﬁmmjjaﬁﬂn tismeghinemsaiissal mamnfitqganh nISIUAR 16]8anaR

uhystiyueng! idiagiisghdauandy wiiRsaiRuIGins Amidaiuiaa &8 ol
fullis ShminibiSupanitiag BuhnkiFiTh Buhnke Shilcdh ibnSundmin: n§an e
09 Aigo iRgpSun:ng sk gimromiEtinniss  {pRsiibh e guaAtant pRsiiDRiA S ghuSs
dunkisgudauantdy ibkiSungEsndmis 1 oiumnopomiRiad naRGIwIAN sn?mni’jmt'hwﬂ
ppobaAgomisn lddnnn§uanswdeninianugoghs Bqibupaiing Bukoh
meuhAnGh BuAnhRoRuspmENIh Bunsiantpo:poildiansiemiiiminmih
TEGIU RSN EN AT 4

BN e [UASNENEAIGh ks ilgeaaSsw BAhpaRagigoyw iEdjejpan

Sgwagiinpaitum:igoyw ildepamiiywsamniqoyw mmopand fshn ima iRy
ﬁ PR EIER

nkEpsAna: e Shagsniahalisimywndh BdegispanAnaninpin:snassagn
IUREH RGeS S A gwnkfiun apipanisywd atushganiditigiang smivs 4

X
igh

www.catholicphnompenh.org S
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh b ﬁgﬂ (§Ue 0
N

.



e

L@ mﬁgm@gss-vmariate|

ﬁSﬁIiilﬁ:ﬁﬁianLﬂ ﬁiiﬂSSSIli"liiii’ii"liiil’ij HAIIGS]

=

NNAHANIMEEAENIENIEANHISTANHANE ayigp

Unishieaidng  Bums
HASGUSIH MSIJudinds
giyegpuagsthudnsisanurtiinipiegin: g
swmeym@G feunn MWO9CIS: IMWMSAnMA
AARIEIISIgHIZE[N: INSGIENSHOM [A:0g
AEUSUBING (NAESMALA [(RERS (N:ng
FNUSIBUNUNS SHRANBANUD 4

NS M SIUNEMUHAUEM NUATIONA HOUTU
i ﬁ;IHnmEULﬂ uAES MyLAgEMmaZIngm
[:aYEENS MR WANNISR{NAINS INA2EY
HAISIRJN AT SIS AR (UM SEAN UHUTATY
12N 0NS 9

pinuisiRnan ARAMNN: ﬁjtﬂnﬁé”’]@ﬂ?
W § Hafig wspamaSisimSuhysthious

ﬁf}'mmmﬁﬁqeﬂ MBS AP tLusmSﬁﬁfn 180
AISATRRE SIENWANTN S IWIDS 1 TN ARAMU
MSNSUANAISD IUGANSANSMSIENWANTIEY
NSINGAPUENM 9 INATSEERRSIGM NIRRT
mn 4 vhyswsivimaisidis: inmuumwulys
ws(iiis 9 diguhmonnniiaimngihgspnomy
ﬁfﬁgtﬁgtﬂuégsﬁﬁtgﬁtmqﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁs:
IS AgIF g AndRpigwmieigigiun iin

2

Lm:mmﬁys’mq

=
a
Q
<
=]
=
w5
ac

o3

2230

32

]

SAoRmMIFNIFIuA NANAHADUSD INAUISIHS
wEAS AN ARHATEATUURYSThEIM{BANTTA

2

gt IGANGAAMNMMYWURYS 1Ulysisidis:

w

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

winwaatinm ﬁssrmm?ﬁmnmisjn AAII0
M‘ :1

ks mEniNgaS imhms{ng

ARSI SWAR UMDY 9 Ry
AN EIINSHIEN IR IR T AT SN AT
RumsuiRandi hyi Eilgesivoine
islghichuen@ 1 AuisiAgindiuaay
juiih 4

PRISONERS}VISITED/BY: INTER=
RELIGIOUS!REPRESENTATIVES

Representatives from the Buddhist faith, the Catholic
Church, the Protestant denominations and the Muslim sect in
Cambodia headed by Fr. Un Son, visited prisoners at the Cor-
rection Center in Preah Sihanouk province. Fr Un Son, the fa-
cilitator of the visit talked to the prisoners and advised them on
18th January 2018.

The visiting group was also accompanied by His Excel-
lency Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh, including Chan Vanna Chief Buddhist monk
of the province, Mr. Udom, the 2nd —level inspector and Sam
Sophal, the director of the Correction Center of that province.

Bishop Olivier spoke to the inmates adding the meaning of
peace is not being wealthy, but “that happiness exists because
we have love.”. Happiness is born with freedom. You have free-
dom here but your bodies have a limit. However, you can build
freedom in each person in a emotional manner. Ask yourselves,
“ how do I prepare myself in this correction center to become
good persons? Can we help each other by encouraging one an-
other?”

“We, the spiritual leaders came as one family to share our
love with you. You may find yourself lonely here thinking no
one cares about you anymore. Do not forget we always have
God. According to Buddhist teachings we have the dharma,
while the Catholic Church has Jesus whom we love. Muslims
have Allah encouraging us to believe in God who created us
men and women for happiness with love. All of this is a special
strength for us. Sometimes, we do not know how to speak with
one another so please speak to God in order to encourage your-

selves,” continued the Bishop.

Y fiaceus co



o ) 3 '/@.'
e ﬁi’manﬁm'ﬁ?iwaﬁms’

jﬁﬁ'lalLSl"ﬁlil'lﬁi:lsﬁ'lﬁcllﬁﬁi:lﬁ'lﬁﬁmmy ;
o~

e
FMasSma-Schedule A‘:‘;g‘ﬁ

I

9RY: ¢ D.MOANG HARNSINMYWWE IUAFDE
ishiefienaity

WAY: ¢ HAYThiSTMNEMIBN URHhyWw [y
RPUNYUYSINgMEUA

may:  : vig)siefepisiannnagiaisiuaigni
IR UM IS RSy

G AY: ¢ HAYMISI U AYSIm:ESD

gay: ¢ AGaMImISIUUSUUHATIIMUHIS]
Tepansegiin

DAY s &R URENBIUANANUUEAN Sk
Iy isiGming)h

e B VN S I L L S By

TURNEANAIS G PIME
£-99 Ay RInIgAYSAGRIMIUAIANARAM U
mm'sesgﬁmmngmmﬁmﬁtma
s gnpnwiEsisippduniv g auingo
s URABTANUMARY EONCHAYRIS]
n:tundRs Shdimssu
: & (AAAYD g TSN pnALSSH
s INMAGSUIUAG ST sfuisiaingnd
s BunsfuisHanmRyRenisidinmy
D ¢ e gnfmmuAmu (oo
Shiuinad)
: 2 G.moffirRnMmARSMYWyYm oS
anmg

) Pl
@ T

O OV
[ S AW

O
P4
: i

G Vv Vv
o Q =2 ©
e R S
:q:'? a T

&
©
D}
plend

AYMIA UM IU A FABC

m”imzsnLumtatsitgi?gyn?w

S

1 Feb : 68th night of prayer. Major Seminary

2Feb  :Carmel Meeting with catholic hospital coordi-
nation team

3Feb  :Teach theology at Saint Justin school of faith
Blessing of FMA sisters at Phoum Chres

4Feb  :Holy Mass at Koh Norie

5Feb  :Preside defend Thesis at Saint Paul

6Feb  :9.00 am Blessing of first stone primary
school and arts at Chomkarteang

8Feb  :Mission council. Blessing new PIME house

9-11 Feb : Pastoral visit at Sihanouk Ville

14 Feb :Ashes Wednesday. Saint Joseph

15Feb : Mission council 5pm Holy Mass at Chrey
Thom. Second step

16 Feb :9am Holy Mass at Champa. New Year

17 Feb :Retreat for candidates 2nd step. Phnom
Penh Thmey.

18 Feb :Second Step for catechumens. Phnom
Penh Thmey

20 Feb : Seminar about marriage. Law and traditions

21 Feb :8.30am recollection for all priests. Phnom

Penh Thmey
22-25 Feb: Central committee FABC. Bangkok.

28 Feb: MEP meeting Monthly visit to Major Seminary.
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