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We were all baptized into one Spirit,
into one body, says the apostle Paul. We
are one in our diversity, and we welcome

and respect everyone.

The gift of the Spirit is called the spirituality
of communion. It is not merely tolerating each
other, as long as the other person does not bother
me. Rather, it is to live a communion of heart like
the Father and the Son in the Spirit.

In ourVicariate, we gather more than 40
nationalities. What amazing ! We are called not
just to sit next to one another, but are called to
communion with the body of Jesus, all of us be-
coming one body with Jesus.

Our God is the Creator, we are invited to be
involve in creating this wonderful project of
communion. And then we must experience that

communion also in our daily lives.

Let’s try !
Bishop Olivier

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apaostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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Graduation Ceremony Students of Don Bosco
Vocational Training Center for Girls

Onthe 20" of July 2014, the 20th batch of 106 female students
of the Don Bosco Vocational Training Center for Girls were
presented with completion certificates. The presentation was done
by bishop the of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh Olivier
Schmitthaeusleur and  bishop of the Apostolic Prefecture of
Battambang Enrique Figaredo, witnessed by 300 parents /guardians.

Sister John Leeza, the director of the Don Bosco Vocational
Training Center for Girls at ToulKork district, said that the
school’s aim is to help the youth become social citizens with
certain skills, dignity and love forothers and their jobs.

At this ceremony, Bishop Olivier said that the two-year course
had helped all the students make progress both in knowledge,
mind and spirit by behaving in sincere, fair, independent and
responsible manners. The bishop encouraged all the youth to
open wide their hearts to focus on being attentive to the family
needs and be productive to the nation, the society and the
world. He requested the youth to create a culture of new jobs
in society by assisting one another and being considerate for
others, which can result in your lives bearing fruit.

Ms. NeakChantha, from Kompot province who has majored
as a secretary said that for the two years undergoing
the course she had been educated a great deal in such areas
as moral education, how to take care of people, loving others
as brothers and sisters and how to share with each other both
in knowledge and about life. She also hopes to be offered a
good job to support herself and able to help those around.

Mr. Ou Non from Chumkiri district, the father of Ms.
Chanta said: “I have faith and confidence in the school, because
it really can find a future through training and the various kinds
of formation from the Sisters. Thus, | hope that it can bring hap-
piness to my daughter.”

The Don Bosco Vocational Training Center for Girls offers
three types of courses, such as secretarial skills, computer
literacy, tailoring skills including cooking and house-keeping
knowledge. All these courses are run by the Don Bosco

Salesian congregation known as “Family of Mary, the Helper.”
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North Phnom Penh'’s Pastoral Sector
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| Blessing of Statue of St. Mary Magdalene |

On the occasion of the memorial of St. Mary Magda-
lene, Church of Kilometer No.11 celebrated the blessing
of the saint’s statue at its church. The service was offici-
ated by Fr. Bruno Cosme, together with invited priests,
a deacon and some 200 Catholics on the 19th July at
Phnom Penh’s Svay Pak commune.

St. Mary Magdalene was Jesus’ disciple who was
originally a prostitute and who changed her ways after
meeting Jesus. She was named the patron saint of
Church of Kilometer No.11.

Mr. Seng LyTong, a committee member responsible
for the church said that some time ago this area was well
known as Svay Pak like a red light district with many
female sex workers, including some Catholic women. He
said, “They had come to church praying with us. We had
continued to pray to St. Mary Magdalene so that these
women will change their ways and stop their work in the
flesh trade. In time the prostitution activities had stopped
and some of these women have found other jobs. | say a
thank-you to her. ”

Fr. Bruno Cosme, the parish priest in charge of Pas-
toral sector of Northern Phnom Penh said to all Catholics
present, St. Mary Magdalene had the courage to ac-
knowledge herself as being sinful and a weak person
and asked Jesus to pardon her. He pointed out that for
us, “Going to confession makes us like her as we ask for
forgiveness from Jesus to help us during the time of weak-
ness.” He continued by saying that St. Mary Magdalene
was the first witness to the Resurrection of Jesus and she
had announced things she saw. “Let us dare to proclaim
Jesus just like her by using true, clear words coming
from our faith and when we meet the poor, the sick and

bandoned children. Please help them with their needs.”
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‘ South Phnom Penh’s Pastoral Sector
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We are cleansed of our sins by the Blood and
Water from the Heart of Jesus

At the celebration of the Heart of Jesus feast
at KohNoria Church on 29th June in Phnom Penh’s
NiRoth district, Fr. Vincent Senechal, the parish
priest, said that the celebration was a reminder of
Jesus’ love for humankind. He continued by saying,
“Jesus loves all human beings and He came to
treat us by His Blood, guiding humans to Him.”

Fr. Senechal spoke to some 300 Catholics saying,
“The Heart of Jesus has wound, water and blood.
This is caused by us treating each other badly and
so it is difficult to love one another. In our lives,
we find it difficult to understand each other’s
feelings and so it is hard to win others. We always
want others to do what we desire.”

Fr. Vincent Senechal said that those who love
is to suffer like Jesus, must be willing to give up
everything and give themselves up. Just like a father
who loves a child, when the child falls ill, he becomes
tired taking care of the child and endures difficulties.
He said that “If we hate somebody and we try to
love him, it is even harder for us.” But the Heart
of Jesus is open widely. This Heart has been
poured into persons baptized to date through
the Holy Spirit. Jesus still continues to remove our
sins through His Body and Blood in the Eucharist.”

Through these signs, Fr. Senechal has exhorted
by
the compassion of God to others so that they might

Catholics to attend to others showing

receive life giving water including His blood,

which cleanses us of our sins.
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Church Plans to train those with AIDS for work

for a living

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop the of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh said at a meeting
that the Church would conduct certain training in order
to help create jobs for those suffering from AIDS
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome).

The bishop made the remark at this meeting
between the Catholic Church and the Department
of Cult and Religion in Takeo province. The bishop
says he will initiate cooperation and networking with
those living with AIDS in the province. The purpose of
this network is to provide professional training courses
in the handicraft and agricultural sectors for them.

Bishop Olivier offered encouraging remarks to
them by saying, “What is most important is that our
lives have value so we have to take care of our
health for the future of our children by trying
hard to always be hopeful in life.”

The meeting was held on the 23rd July 2014 with
100 families of those living with AIDS. There were
also distribution of rice and certain essentials by the
Department of Cult and Religion

Mrs. MomPen, an AIDS patient from Takeo’s DonKeo
district expressed his thanks joyfully for the gifts that
can help ease his family’s burden for a period of
time. He said: “This program has helped encourage
me and give all of us strength so that we can live without
fear and discrimination from others.”

Ms. Van Chanthou, the
network of those afflicted with AIDS in the province

coordinator of the

said that today there are more than 2,500 people
affected by AIDS in the province.
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| Initiation Ceremony for New Catechumens |

On the 16th June, the Church of St. Therese
received 11 candidates at an initiation ceremony
into the Catholic Church (the 1st step towards
Baptism) in Prekabas located at Takeo’s Prekabas
district in the presence of the parents of the
candidates, the youth and an estimated 65 Catholics.

Miss Hun Chantim, one of the candidates said:
“After | have undergone faith formation for two
years, | have received a new and abundant life
from Jesus. We live in love with fraternity, free of
discrimination, share values with one another.” She
added that in the future she intends to serve the
Church in the group for Charity and the scout
movement.

At the function, the priest celebrant invited
the candidates to come before the Altar and
called on all the Catholics to declare their
wish for resting their lives on Jesus by asking
Him to be a Guide, the Word, and for the Church
to help them along in their journey.

Mrs. Sreu Sothea, a leader and Catechist
in the parish said that the 11 candidates who
had received the first step towards baptism on
this occasion, have undergone faith formation
for about three years. She went on to say that in
addition to the formation, they always take part
in Church’s activities such as visiting the poor, the

education of children and so on.
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Kompot's Pastoral Sector
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Pre-school Children of St. Augustine parish go
on excursion

Students of St. Augustine’s parish Pre-school ac-
companied by their parents made a pleasure trip to
the Kep resort , Zoo, Chhou waterfall in Kep and
Kompot provinces. The tour took place on the 19"
July 2014 vunder the guidance of teachers and
companions of the school.

Mr. Hun An, the director of St. Augustin’s Pre-school
said that the program was initiated for these children
so that they will know something about the different
species of animals and the true color of nature. He
continued by saying that this trip had also taught
the children how to interact in groups, to unite with
each other. It was also an opportunity to have good
relationships and intimacy between the parents of the
students and the school. He said: “We want to show
to all the parents about the Catholic Church’s pre-school
programmes, which receives students openly by not
discriminating against any religious groups but to
focus on the healthy growth of all children.”

Mr. San Chi whose child studies at the pre-school said
that he was pleased that the school had initiated this
program because some parents are poor and unable to
take their children for excursion. This opportunity however,

brought a great joy for both children and parents. He
said: “What is special about this is the way they have
linked theory to an obvious aspect that can remind them
of what the children have learned. Furthermore, this
trip also shows and teaches us to know about parents’
responsibilities for their children and teachers’ responsi-
bilities to their students.” He said: “| also observed that
my child and nephew have made much progress both
in words and in knowledge, capable of writing in the
Khmer language and even know how to speak English.”

This trip is organized every year, and this is the third
trip for the students. St. Augustine’s Parish Pre-school
classes run by the Catholic Church, was set up in 2007
and located in Savansakor village, Kompongbai district,

Kompot province. The current number of students is 32.
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Sihanuk Ville's Pastoral Sector

| First Holy Communion

On the occasion of the feast of Corpus Christ
(Body and Blood of Jesus), at St. Michael Parish
in Sihanouk Ville, the parish also had the First
Holy Communion service for five Catholic children.
The service took place on Sunday, the 29"
June 2014, at the church at village 1,
2, Mittapheap district, Sihanouk Ville.

The five children who received Holy Communion

Sangkat

today is the children of Catholics, they had been
baptized when they were babies. They are 12-14
years of age and they are educated more about
faith and morality. They have also received
instructions from their parents and catechists.

A child named Sophea, the first Communicant
said that he was very excited that God had
called him to be His disciple because he really
receives His Grace and light to walk in the path
of God’s love without fear.

Fr. Som Yoth from the Don Bosco Vocational
Training School has introduced the Laws of Jesus
and advised to the five children to be of service to
Him with love and to know the way of life within His
Church through actions of sharing, forgiving and
not causing others to experience problems.

St. Michael Parish has prepared the children
for participation in activities of Liturgical Committee
such as the singer group, the reading of the Bible,
and the
Furthermore,

reading of General intercessions.
today they are continuing faith
instructions in order to be confirmed and the current
number of Catholic children who are receiving

faith formation is more than 40.
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More than 2,000 Catholics attended the ordination
of Bro. Peter Sokna as Deacon on the 18 June at
St. Joseph’s Church at Phsar Touch in Phnom Penh.

Witnessed by the congregation of Catholics present,
Bishop Olivier invited Bro. Peter Sokna to appear in front
and make his presence known. In order to be ordained a
deacon, the candidate has to make his vow of obedience
before the Bishop. Then a stole is invested over one of
his shoulders and crosses over his chest reaching his waist
on the other side. This is followed by the investing of the
Dalmatic, which is the liturgical vestment for a deacon.

Bishop Olivier said at the ceremony, “l wish Deacon
Sokna to be a sign like Jesus by being of one
mind with the sheep of God and spending time
meditating like sitting with Jesus and His brethren. The
second: Do everything for the brethren by not thinking of
yourself only. The third: Open wide your heart and the
fourth: Live with the brethren like God dwells in them.”

Deacon Peter Sokna is the youngest of five siblings,
from a Catholic family from Kandal’s Ponhea Leu.
Before the ceremony ended, the new deacon requested
the Catholics present to continue praying for vocations
so that there will be an increase in the number of local
priests. He encouraged the Catholic youths to answer the
“call” and have the courage to become a priest. The
deacon also told the youth: “Please don't be afraid to go
forward with Jesus. Go out, | dare you my brothers, and
you will be pleased to realize that you have happiness
when you stay close to Jesus because He is our pastor.”

Deacon Sokna would have to carry out his task
as deacon in the Phnom Penh diocese at St. Joseph’s

Parish, Phnom Penh.
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Bassac River's Pastoral Sector
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Faith Revealed as Mercy

The Phnom Penh diocesan Pastoral Office for
Youth and children conducted a seminar on being
compassionate for an estimated 63 youth of the
Pastoral sectors the Mekong River and Tonle Bassac.
The seminar was conducted on the 21-22nd June
at ToulKrasang Church in Kandal’s Sa’ Ang district.

Mr. Phon Sophal, the director of the Pastoral
Office for Youth and Children, said that the seminar
was intended for the youth to inculcate in
them the need to be compassionate in society
by visiting the poor and those experiencing
hardship including the providing of some gifts

to them. He said: “All these works of charity are
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intended to
make the youth
understand the
meaning of
| love which is
connected with
their faith in
Jesus.” He said
that the Office
for Youth and
| Children  had
|initiated  the
same program
in the other
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pastoral sectors of the Phnom Penh diocese
in order to involve the youth in humanitarian
activities based on their faith.

At the seminar, the youth watched a video on
the life of St. Therese in order to understand the
reason why compassion is needed in society. After
that the participants visited the elderly, the poor,
the cripple, widows and the sick living around the
Church area. The youth had also solicited funds for
buying certain daily essentials for them. Further-
more all the youth took part in some other activities
such as the cleaning of houses, collecting water
from the well/river, cooking, chopping firewood,
doing the dishes, collecting cow dung and other
activities according to what they can do to help the
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Mekong Rlver s Pastoral Sector

130 Candidates Received Confi rmat on a
Mekong River’s Pastoral Sector

One hundred and thirty candidates received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on 13th July at St. Francis
Xavier’s Parish (Wat Champa).
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Phnom

It was officiated by

Penh Catholic diocese, together with priests of the
area and more than 200 Catholics.

Mr. On Chanthou, 42, one of the candidates said,
“This Sacrament gives me a physical and mental
prepareness in my conviction in Jesus.” Mr. Chanthou said:
“| pray every night to God by offering myself physically
and mentally to Him. If we needed something we ask for
that. During times of family crises | ask God to keep my
family united and these requests have been answered.”

The bishop, in his homily said that he had seen the
lives of Catholics at the Mekong River’s pastoral sector
grow, both in prayer-life, the service to the Church and
promoting cooperation among the Catholic community in
the various parishes.

The bishop encouraged the 130 candidates to try
hard to pray, to love God, proclaim the Good News
and serve the Church, which will inspire them to become
better Catholics.

Fr.Werachai Sri Pramong, the parish priest in charge
of the Mekong River’s pastoral sector said that the
Sacrament of Confirmation is a ritual after careful
preparation of the candidates who receive the Holy
Spirit, which in turn will remind them of their roles in life.
He added that it allows them to know they are mature
(in faith) and that they should involve in Church activities.
They receive the Holy Spirit in order to give strength al-
lowing them to carry out the activities as good Catholics.

He said that the candidates who had been confirmed
at the ceremony, were mostly Catholic parents who had
received the Sacrament of Baptism since childhood
and some of them are converts from other faiths.
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St. Justin’s School of Faith students
visit churches in Vietham

Fifty students of St. Justin’s School of Faith in
the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh, together
with professors went on a Study tour to South
Vietnam. The visit to some churches took place
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between 4"and the 6™ July, under the guiance
of Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the

Phnom Penh Catholic diocese.

Mr. Phon Sophal, the director of St.Justin’s School
of Faith, said that the visit was aimed at making the
students understand the fundamentals of life , the
celebration of liturgical services by Catholics in Vietnam,
the neighboring country. The visitors learnt about the
growth of the Churches, especially the faith of Catholics
in Vietnham. He continued by saying that the trip also
included visits to the Ho Chiming, the SunlLok and Barie
dioceses. In each diocese, the students visited churches,
the religious families, the Mary mountain, BaYov and the
statue of Jesus there.

Bishop Olivier who accompanied the students said
that the visit was a success without any problems as there
was good cooperation and interaction. Above all the
students had gained knowledge and experienced the
He said, “We
cannot compare the number of Catholics in Vietnam

Pastoral life of Churches in Vietnam.

with the number of Catholics in Cambodia, but we can
receive the experience of life and of faith formation
of Catholics in Vietnam.” He added that though the
Catholic Church in Cambodia is small, it is solid.

Mrs. Kim va, a student who participated in the study
tour expressed her joy saying that she had received
a lot of insights in this experience, especially the way
the Catholics there serve and worship God. They prepare
their hearts before Mass by praying. This is something
that is hardly done in Cambodia. She also said that the
which
has encouraged as well as strengthen her faith in Jesus.

visit helped bring about many useful examples

St. Justin’s School of Faith always arranges such
activities and offers an opportunity for the students
to visit Churches in neighboring countries such as Laos
[hailepd and Vietnam.
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| Dedication of St. Francios Xavier’'s Church at KongNoy |

On the 29th June more than 100 Catholics gathered
to celebrate the dedication ceremony of St. Francios
Xavier’s church at KongNoy in Phnom Penh’s Dong Kau
district.It wasofficiated by Rt.Rev. Olivier Schmitth aeusleur,
bishop of the Phnom Penh Catholic diocese.

Fr. Frangios Xavier Demont, the priest in charge of
KongNoy Church said: “The church was built represening
the Trinity and with an overall Christian style. The high
building reminds us that God is great. We designed an
immersing basin in the middle of church. Water emboies
the Holy Spirit. We also have the Cross that embodies Jesus.”

He said that before the church was built, a lot of research
was done and they viewed the designs of ancient Christian
churches including local Khmer design of Sombo Prey
Kok Temple, which also has eight corners. He said: “The
shape of the eight corners looks beautiful and balances
well as it sits side by side. It symbolises that Jesus is with
us when we pray together as we attend Mass together;
on the other hand it is a sign that God the Father loves
us, defends us and cares for us. We don’t see Him but
He dwells in us. The church was built on a mound and has
a high roof, which means that we want to welcome other
brothers and sisters in order for them to understand
God. It is He that dwells in us and it is we, who journey
to heaven.”

KongNoy Church was established in the early 1990s
by Catholics from the refugee camp. Today there are
about 32 Catholics and 8 catechumens. At the dedication
ceremony, there were 15 confirmed candidates for the
holic Church.
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THE ACTIVITIES OF APOSTOLIC VICAR OF PHNOM PENH IN JULY &AUGUST 2014

3Jul

: Mission council Meeting

30th night of prayers for

vocation at Takeo

Closing academic year at Major Seminary
4-6 Jul : Visit to Vietnam with Saint Justin School
8 Jul
9-13 Jul: Pastoral visit at Mekong sector
14 Jul

: Meet with responsible of Fondacio Asia

: Am -closing ceremony of Kindergarten
at Chomkarcteang
15 Jul : Am - meeting to prepare the 20th
anniversary of diplomatic relation with
Holy See and Cambodia
Pm : meeting with St Paul teachers
16 Jul

: Closing ceremony at Saint Francis

High School

18 Jul : Mass at Carmel

19 Jul : Graduate ceremony at Don
Bosco Teuk THLA

20 Jul : Confirmation at Choumkir1

Peace building party at Peace Village

24 July - 9 August : Visit family at France

10 Aug : Holy mass at Phnom Penh
Thmey Sector

13-18 Aug :Join Asian Youth Days at
Korea with Pope Francis

20 Aug : Bishops and General Vicars meeting

23 Aug : Visit Koh Kong with Saint Francis
High School

24 Aug : Holy mass at Koh Kong

25-28 Aug : Retreat and camp for vocations
at Sihanoukville

29-31 Aug :Join the meeting of the
Association of Catholic Universities

of Asia at Philippines.
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9. ﬁ?&ﬂﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘l ﬁ?ﬁj Bachelor of Information Technology
b. STMG{R{Eo{pIS AT Bachelor of Tourism Management
m. ﬁ?@ﬁtﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬂt&iﬁ&iﬁﬁi Bachelor of English Literature

¢. STMS{ARRAY HSIIATAAIA Bachelor of Agronomy

R. UTMU{FRRLAG Bachelor of Social Work
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Website: www.spi.edu.kh | E-mail: spi.takeo@gmail.com
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