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l Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today we enter into this great season
of Lent that the Church offers us to
prepare us to welcome the Resurrection of
Christ.We begin this journey of conversion
and interior renewal in peace and hope
with the 140 catechumens whom | will
officially call on the first Sunday of Lent.

Our Charity in Action Year 2 focuses
on formation, on the sacrament of
forgiveness, and on the renewal of our
charity committees.

1. The formation of the mind and heart
Some tools are available to assist youin
this formation:

*A book that brings together my teachings
about charity in the Bible;Pope Francis’
thoughts on the inclusion of the poor in
society from his Apostolic Exhortation
“The joy of the Gospel”; reflections on the
four cardinal virtues (prudence, justice,
temperance); and the

courage, and

various reports of the sectors and

communities about the cries of the poor in
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Bishop Olivier 's Letter
Febuary 2015

N: 018/ 2015-BP
February 18, 2015 Ash Wednesday

our Vicariate.

* The Lenten Letter of Pope Francis who
invites us to fight the globalization of
indifference by a true interior conversion
of the church, of our community, and of
each of us.

* 3 DVDs with extracts from the life of
Mother Teresa, Father Damien, and the
Doctor Jospeh Moscati. They last about
30 minutes. The example of the saints will
stimulate us in our Christian life.

These tools can help us form our
minds in charity, but the key is to live the
experience of love in our lives so that our
hearts will be formed and guided by the

heart of Jesus himself.

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh

( N O,
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Church Reveals God’s Mercy

St. Mary Magdala Church in Svay
Pak has started implementing the plan of
“Charity in Action,” as proposed by the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, by
distributing gifts to thirty poor families
living along Kilometer N° 9 to Prek Taten
Village. Fr. Chatsirey Roeung initiated the
programme called “Christmas Rice House”
for the poor by inviting Catholics to
donate milled rice or other basic family
supplies during the Advent season — the

e

season of preparation for the coming of
the Infant Jesus.

Then on the 1st February, the Charity
Committee prepared the goods for
distribution.  This charitable  activity,
in keeping with the initiatives of the
Vicariate, helped the Catholics to open
wide their hearts to their less-fortunate
brothers and sisters.

2/26/2015 4:23:57 PM
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Child Jesus Parish Thanks Religious Communities
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The Child Jesus Parish in Boeung Tumpon
district, Khan Meanchey, which represents
the pastoral sectors of Southern Phnom
Penh, celebrated a ceremony expressing
her profound thanks to the religious who
are carrying out pastoral activities in the
Church such as the Providence of Portieux

Sisters,  Maryknoll Sisters, the Brothers
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de la Salle, the Brothers of the Mother of
the Savior, the Marist Brothers, and the
Missionaries of Charity Sisters. The
ceremony took place last 2nd February,
Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the
Temple. Approximately 100 people came
to join or witness the function.

The religious have engaged actively
in social activities -- the provision of
education for children and youth, the
establishment of centers for students, the
provision of health services for communities
and helping with the affairs of the Church,
especially in its liturgical services in order
to make the Good News known to people
living in the Southern Phnom Penh pastoral
areas. Hence, it was a fitting gesture to
recognize the big help they’re rendering
to the Church.

I O,
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ChreyThom Church Establishes Primary School
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In order to provide education for
children in Chreythom located in KohThom
district, Kandal province St. Francis Xavier
Church built another budiling of primary
school in which consists of four study
rooms; two rooms are for primary school
ranging from 1st to 2nd graders and
another room is for the Vietnames-laguage
class and yet another room is for the
pre-school class.

The construction of the building was
initiated by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusleur
with the help of Catholics and the
organization of  Enfants du Mékong
(children of the Mekong). The construction
cost came to a total of US$ 25,000.

The building was inaugurated formally
on 1Ist February 2015 with 500 people
attending.
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Live With Hope, Joy and Love For New Year
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MEKONG RIVER’S PASTORAL SECTOR
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More than 1,000 Vietnamese Catholics who live
in Cambodia came together to express their
thanks to God during lunar Vietnamese-Chinese
new year celebrations at St. Francis Xavier Parish
in Wat Champa.

The lunar new year Mass took place on 19th
February and was graced by the presence of
Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the
Apostolic  Vicariate of Phnom Penh “In his
homily, the bishop encouraged all the Catholics
present to live life with a spark of hope
overcoming day-to-day difficulties and sufferings
because God dwells with us. Encouraging
remarks were also offered to them to have joy
for God himself —a long-lasting joy inasmuch as
Jesus are crucified and resurrected, thereby linking
in our daily life all the time.”

The bishop also exhorted all the Christians to
focus their attention on being new people
at the time of Lent by take after the model of Jesus
to become the just with careful attention to the
pastoral activities of charity and the Sacrament
of Penance.

A youth Vong Voleak,17, who joined the cel-
ebration, vowed that in the new year she would do
her best to do her share for the poor and love to
act as the witness of love of God; that is He loves
all humans and bestows joy and hope on them.

Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, the parish priest of
the pastoral sectors of the Mekong river said: “In
order to assist persons live with hope, joy and love,
the first thing to do is that he instructs them to love
those who are our foes. Inasmuch as all the Catholics
in the sectors are the Vietnamese, the parish is
obliged to educate them to open wide their hearts
to create healthy relationships with other villagers,
to love one another, to cooperate to preserve
peqce with Khmer and people around Them
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Bishop Meets Governor for Talks on Elderly
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Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleurt the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
together with TekTonglim, the governor of
Tramkak district held a meeting for talks with
100 elderly persons from three communes
in Takeo province’s Tramkak district. The
discussion took place on 26th January 2015
in Prey Romdeng village, Angtasom commune,
Takeo province’s Tramkak district.

At the ceremony, Bishop Olivier requested
the elderly to highlight the difficulties in life
faced by the young generation so that they
might face the difficulties and challenges
with courage. The bishop also urged all the
elderly to pass on the values and principles
of morality, virtues, and the basic attributes
of a pure/noble natureconsisting among
others, compassion, mercy, joy and sincerity to
their children. This will set them on the right
path and will inculcate in the children the
need to protect and preserve Cambodian
culture and traditions for them to build their
future using their ancestral heritage as
the cornerstone to achieve this.

Mr. Tek Tonglim expressed his gratitude
and deep admiration for the charitable
actions of the Catholic Church in helping
the citizens in Tramkak district by providing
them with education and being charitable
to them. He urged the people to make
determined effort to support all the
activities of the Church in the district.
Following the talks, the bishop and Mr. Tek
Tonglim distributed gifts to 100 elderly
people from Angtasom, Taphem and Popel
communes in Trakak district. After this
the parishes in the pastoral sectors of
Takeo province organized a fellowship
of sharing a meal together in a very pleasant
atmosphere.
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Seven Students of St. Franms of Assisi High School Pass
Outstanding Examination
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The seven student of St. Francis of Assisi
High School passed the examination as out
standing students at high school level in
Tramkak district, Takeo province. The
examination was held last 5th February
2015 with175 ninth-grader candidates and
99 twelfth-grade candidates attending and
from18 schools both high school and junior
high school in the district. 12 of them are the
students of St. Francis of Assisi High School.
The very intelligent students in the district
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make up of only ninth-graders and twelfth
-grader staking the exams such as Khmer,
Mathematics and Physics. The outcome
of the exams showed that there were 21
ninth-graders and 21 twelfth-graders scoring
good educational attainments.

Mr.PechVibol, the principal of St. Francis
of Assisi High School said that the results of the
exams of the outstanding students, St. Francis
of Assisi High School achieved the better
results when compared to the results of schools
in the district. He went on to day that the
school sent the outstanding the 12 outstanding
students from 6ninth-grade students and 6
twelfth-grader students of the school to sit
the exams. Having undergone the contest the
results St. Francis of Assisi High School obtained
are 7 of the 12 students passed the exams
as the outstanding exams, including 5 twelfth-
graders. The principal said: “The results
we obtained are attributed to a lot of hard
work of the students and the careful attention
of teachers as well as the clear curriculum of
the school.” Another seventh-grade student,
Tha, who pass the exams in Tramkak district,
is preparing to take the exam of outstanding
studentson27th Februaryin Takeo province.
It is hoped that they could score a pass and
advance tothe national-level exam.

St. Francis of Assisi High School is the
Church-run school of Phnom Penh diocese and
it was established in 2003by Bishop Olivier.
The high school is located at the Our Lady of
the Smiles Parish in Chamkar Teang village,
Tramkak, Takeo provmce
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Celebration of 200th Birth Anniversary of St. John Bosco
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The Salesian | Family of Don Bosco h Cambodia
-- composed of Salesian Fathersand Brothers,
Sisters, Cooperators, Volunteers, Teachers and
Staff, Students and Alumni (Past Pupils), and religious
groups founded by the Salesians -- celebrated
the 200th Birth Anniversary of their saintly founder
last January 30-31, 2015 at the Don Bosco
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Technical School in Phnom Penh Thmey.
The big celebration gathered some 10,000
participants from all the Don Bosco schools/centers
in Cambodia and was graced by the presence of Her
Royal Highness, Princess Norodom Arunreaksmey
who came on behalf of her brother, King
Norodom Sihamoni. The Princess was welcomed
by Fr. John Visser, Fr. Roel Soto, Fr. Leo Ochoaq,
Sr. Teresita Garcia and other members of the
Salesian Family. She gave a speech, released
doves and balloons, and opened an exhibition
on the life and mission of Don Bosco, known as
the “Father, Teacher and Friend of Youth.” The
high-school band of Don Bosco School, Teuk Thla
provided the welcome and marching music.

In her message, Her Royal Highness Princess
Arunreaksmey said: “l would like to throw my full
support behind the vision of the educational
institution of Don Bosco and | hope that Don Bosco
Schools will provide an even better education
that will strengthen the students and help them attain
a high level of education that will make them
persons of morality, culture and a good spirit
capable of competing -- in terms of knowledge
and skills -- in the ASEAN economic community
and even at the international level.”

Fr. John Visser, one of the three pioneer
missionaries who started the first Salesian mission in
Cambodia in 1991, recalled that the Royal Family
had always supported their Cambodian mission
whichstartedinthe refugee camps atthe Cambodian
-Thai border in the 1980’s. Fr. Roel Soto, Delegate
of the Salesians in Cambodia, gave a report on
the various works of the Salesians and the Salesian
Sisters in the country, from the beginning to the
present. It is to be noted that graduates of their
schools are contributing much to the development
of the country because of their well-rounded
training and skills. Thisisthe aim of Salesianeducation
— the formation of upright persons and active
citizens. Students and technical school trainees
from Phnom Penh, Sihanoukville, Battambang,
Poipet, Kep as well as alumni and youth
sponsored by the Don Bosco Children’s Fund
competed in various games, cheering and
sport competitions held on January 30. In the
evening, they staged a literary-musical programme
in honor of Don Bosco. The next day, January
31st, before the awarding of prizes to the winners
of the various competitions, Bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusler of the Vicariate of Phnom Penh,
led the celebration of the Holy Eucharist in
thanksgiving to God for the gift of St. John Bosco
to the Church, especially in Cambodia. He was
joined at the altar by Fr. Chatsirey Roeung
and the Salesian priests. The celebration of
the 200th Birth Anniversary of St. John Bosco
reminded the faithful, especially the young,
of the person who sacrificed his life in order
to serve helpless and marginalized youth.

As intended by St. John Bosco, Salesian priests,
brothers, sisters and and lay members of the
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and and those who have the least chances for
advancement in life. Following Don Bosco’s
“Preventive System” of education, Salesian
educators try to save the young from idleness,
unemployment and an unproductive life. They
do so with the heart of the “Good Shepherd”,
trying to win the young with trust and loving
kindness, and creating an atmosphere of mutual
respect, openness, joy, friendship and dedication
to work and studies. All this contribute to the
creation of the Salesian Family spirit which favors
the transfer of learning and true education. The
teaching of moral principles and spiritual values
dominate  Salesian  education  everywhere.
Next year, 2016, the Salesian Family will mark
another milestone in their mission — the celebration
of their 25th year of foundation in Cambodia.

A second-year student, Rin Thearith, 25, of the
Informational Technology (IT) department at Don
Bosco Technical School-Phnom Penh Thmei, said
that it was indeed a great day, a festive gathering
of all the students from different DB schools and
a time for sharing personal experiences with one
another. Thearith also said that Fr. Don Bosco
had taught him three important concepts in life —
diligence, capacity and joy. “The priest has taught
me to understand about daily life, that we must
have a deep sense of compassion for one another
and a spirit of helping each other especially in
moments of difficulty or states of emergency.”

St. John Bosco was born on 16th August 1815
and passed away on 31stJanuary 1888. On 2nd
June 1929, Pope Pius X1 beatified him, calling
him an exemplary model of mercy like sand on
the beach. On 1st April 1934 at Easter, the Pope
solemnly canonized Don Bosco as saint. It should
also be pointed out that St. John Bosco was a person
of simplicity, a great educator and moulder of youth
who imparted not only knowledge and work skills
but also aspirituality for young people —the Salesian
Youth Spirituality (SYS). Don Bosco continues
to live today through the big Salesian Family of
educators who work in day and night schools, youth
centers, welcome homes and shelters for street
children, vocational training centers/mini-hotels,
bakeshops and cafes, mothers’ and fathers’ clubs,
clinics and dispensaries all over the world.
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PHNOM PENH THMEY’S PASTORAL SECTOR
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Visit by the Bishop to Catholic Church-run Schools

for the New Year
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On his January 14th visit to Pre-school

and Primary school of Don Bosco in
Chres village, SenSok district in Phnom
Rt. Schmit-
thaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh said that he had

come here to visit and make new year

Penh Thmey, Rev. Olivier

wishes for students and teachers. He said
that all the children studying here should
develop a bond of friendship and love
between one another and that all the
teachers have physical and mental
strengths to continuously provide knowl-
edge and educate children well.

Having distributed candies to the
students, the bishop sprinkled each
classroom with holy water. The schools are
managed by Mary Our Help Church. They
were built in 2005. Presently the school
has an enrolment of 378 students, 12

teachers and 3 nuns.
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St. Michael Parish Cooperates With Religions To Do Charity ;
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St. Michael Parish in Sihanoukville distributed
trellis made from wood boards for the set of
15 beds to Sihanoukville Referral Hospital.
The handover ceremony took place last 29th
January 2015 in the presence of Fr. Un Son,
the parish priest of the pastoral sectors of
Sihanouk province, attended by the Committee
of the parish and also the director of hospital in
Sihanouk province.

Fr. Un Son said that when seeing the immediate
needs, the broken frames of beds of the sick in
the hospital and the hospital cannot afford to
renovate them, the parish has decided to collect
some budgets from local Catholics and Buddhists
who are generous to do their share of the work
of charity. The priest continued by saying that the
collected budget amounted to750, 00Oriel (US
$187.5)that is enough for the making of wood
frames for the 15 beds.

Fr. Un Son expressed his admiration and thanks
to Catholics for sharing love for others by saying:
“This is the presence of God dwelling in each one of
us.” At the ceremony Mr. SengNong, the director of
Sihanouk Referral Hospital said thanks to the
Catholic Church for the generous provision of
the gifts to the hospital at the service of the
hospitalized patients. The director also stressed
that the Church often hands out other essentials to
the hospital. “God’s Revealed mercy is a special
function of the Church making the presence of Je-
sus felt among us the humans.” St. Michael Parish is
also a cell carrying out the missions.
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TAKMOA'S PASTORAL SECTOR
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Bishop Olivier Urges Disabled Students
to Pay More Attention to Studies
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The students and teachers with disabilities
at La Valla Primary School welcomed the
visit by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the
bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh on 15th January in Takmao city, Kandal
province.

The bishop spoke to all the students saying
that studying is an important step towards
preparing for their future. He also said that
the primary school of La Valla is a foundation
for children and youth with disabilities ranging
from 1st to 6th graders. The bishop also
requested all the students to pay attention to
their studies in order to become successful.
“Let’s love one another because love is above
everything; because love inspires us to be
non-violent.”

Bishop Olivier expressed his gratitude
to teachers for providing children with
happiness as happiness in life is more
important than everything else.

The La Valla primary school has been set
up for children with disabilities, and children
with impaired hands at birth. The school has
97 students and it is managed by the Marist
Brothers.

Mrs. Um Sreynan, the principal of La Valla
primary school said that the school was
established with the sole purpose of helping
physically disabled children who are left
abandoned and therefore the school
receives them and offers them an opportunity
to study. The principal further said: “The main
aim is that we want all the youth and children
with disabilities to be granted their right
to education, their right to get involved in
society and to obtain a proper job. She added,
“what is important is we want to witness
their progress in the future with what we have
provided for them. This will be for us the
greatest pride in our effort.”
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Assembly of the Pastoral Council
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
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The 71q-member Episcopal Pastoral Council
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
representing the nine pastoral sectors of
the diocese, including heads of offices, the
religious communities, missionaries, lay people
and the Catholic community gathered and
engaged in discussions on the theme, “Year of
Charity” for the year 2015 at the Phnom
Penh Thmei district. The assembly took place
on 3rd February 2015 and was chaired by
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop
of the Phnom Penh Catholic diocese.
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Bishop Olivier recalled that the activities
of the previous year 2014, should be a
celebration of thanks-giving for what has
been done and reflected on the pastoral
activities of charity during the past years. The
bishop set the goal for 2015 by highlighting
seven points: First the synod of Catholics on
the “Year of Charity”. Second, the re-setting
up of the charity group and the further
fostering of charitable activities. Third, the
Sacrament of Penance, especially at the time
of Lent. Fourth, the organising of a seminar on
the doctrines of the Church. Fifth, the efforts
taken in order to take part in building society.
Sixth, the initiation of a forum for discussion
and debate regarding building unity in works
of the charity by inviting institutions and
organizations to participate. Seventh, the
identifying of problems that arise in the
current society, in parficular domestic
problems. The bishop encouraged the council
to pay more attention on the year of charity
2015 by reflecting on the theme and its

planning.
( oo
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Phnom Penh Diocesan Pre-school Teachers Receive Training in Mobility Feeling

And Manufacturing of Glove Toys
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The 61 pre-school teachers of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh are were trained
in mobiliy feelings and the production of
glove toys at a three-dayworkshop organized
by the Phnom Penh diocesan-run education
office of pre-school.
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The workshop 'rook place from 4th to
6th February 2015 in the pastoral sectors
of Phnom Penh Thmei in Chres village,
Phnom Penh Thmei district in the presence of
experts on mobility feelings and producers
of glove toys from Japan on a Montesory
programme, a nun named Soniko, the
coordinator of the programme of the pre-
school run by the Catholic Church pastoral
sectors of Takeo and Kompot provinces. Tool
forchirldren to learn and to remember such
what they whatch, listening and touch.

In a span of the three day, all the trainees
have shared their knowledge from one
another both positive and negative that
they have acquired and learn to understand
in detail about the knowledge of mobility
feelings and production of glove toys, in
which a vehicle leads children to take interest
and bring progress. the trainees have also
learned to understand a Montesory-styled
curriculum erived from ltaly.

The Apostolic of Vicariate of Phnom Penh
stablished the pre-school in 2001 in Champar
Church. The  programme  has  kept
progressing, and presently all the 24
pre-schools are in Phnom Penh capital city,
Kandal, Preah Sihanouk, Takeo and Kompot
provinces. Over the past ten years the
pre-schools have received for enrollment
7,642 children, of whom 4,995 have continued
their studies at primary school levels in
the state-owned schools and 2,647 others
are being taught in the pre-schools with
the aim of adapting to social environments
with good manners and courage.
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: Holy Mass at Plov Trey - Father Francis
Xavier Hiep

3 Mar :Opening Mass for Taize Retreat - South
east Asia region 1 - Phnom Penh Thmey

4 Mar :1.30 pm - Meeting with Worker Office

6.15 pm : Mass and conference about Lent at
students Center

5Mar : Mission council 6.30 pm 36th Night
prayers for Vocation - Phnom Penh Thmey

7 Mar  : Teach at St Justin School

Preside Wedding at Takeo

8 Mar  : Holy Mass and Lent Recollection for
Takeo Pastoral Sector

9-13 Mar : LENT RETREAT

14-17 Mar : Nagasaki - Japan - 150th anniversary
of discover hidden Christians

19 Mar : Mission Council pm: Holy Mass at St
Joseph - Blessing of Chet Dey

20 Mar : 5th anniversary of Episcopal Ordination
Thanks for your prayers !

21 Mar : Teach at St Justin

22 Mar : Holy Mass and Lent Recollection for
Kampot Pastoral Sector

23 Mar : Catholic Alliance for Charity and
Development Meeting ( Caritas)

24 Mar : Mass and meeting at Seminary

25 Mar : 2.30pm Meeting with all priests in
Cambodia 5.30 pm : Chrism Mass -
Phnom Penh Thmey

26 Mar : Episcopal Council
: Palm Sunday - Boeung Toumpun
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