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Anostrolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh

Bishop Olivier 's Letter to

e, ong His Excellency Paul Simick
f APOSTOLIC VICAR OF NEPAL And all the People of Nepal

Phnom Penh, 29th April 2015
Dear Excellency,

We meet at Seoul during Asian Youth Daysl!

Now | got the so bad news of the tragic loss of life that increasing everyday and
enormous damage caused by earthquake that has destroyed Kathmandu and so
many small villages in your dear Nepal.

The Catholic Church in Cambodia joins me in extending our heartfelt solidarity to
the people of Nepal and show our deeply saddened in this tragically moment.

| pray our almighty God to give courage, consolation and hope to everyone who
has been affected by this terrible disaster.

With my sympathy, my proximity with all of you and my warmest prayer in this
so difficult moment,

With my deep esteem in Jesus Risen and my respect, | remain,
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o Catholics Raise Money for the Poor

Just before Khmer New Year, on the morning
of Friday 10th, St. Joseph’s Parish (Phsar Touch)
in Phnom Penh raised funds to help 100 families.

Fr. Bruno Cosme, the parish priest of the
pastoral sector of Northern Phnom Penh said that
the donation had come from the parishioners
of St.

half month drive where the parishioners made

Joseph’s church during a two-and-a-
their contribution by donating milled rice,
other foodstuff and cash. All this was to go to
the poor in the area for the Khmer New Year.

The priest continued by saying that the
donation  was remarkable of

a sign

expression of love for the needy people
who are also the children of God.

One of the recipients of the donation, a
blind man named Nou Ngon, who stays in Chak
AngreKrom, Khan MeanChey, Phnom Penh said
with delight: “l am extremely happy and touched
by the generosity of the people. The gifts of a
sack of rice, fish sauce, soy sauce, a package of
canned fish can help me for a brief period like
perhaps a month. May God bless the priest and

all the members of staff.”
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More than 300 Catholics come together toattend
the celebration of Palm Sunday commemorating
Jesus who come to Jerusalem to experience
sufferings. The celebration was graced the presence
by Rt. Rew.

of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh on 29th

Olivier Schmitthaeusleur the bishop

March Boeug Tumpon parish in Phnom Penh.

Bishop Olivier said: “Service is an occasion
for us to unite with Suffering and dead Jesus.
The bishop further said:

respect and follow what they did once in the year

“Leaves represent kingly

2000 and later we keep them at home to recall this
celebration —the celebration of life helping us for a
period of one year trying hard to have a change of
heart, let not us forget and betray Jesus like Judas did
and no longer know Jesus like Peter did.”

Bro. Chuor Damo, the seminarian of the Jesuits
who attended the ceremony, said: “The ceremony
reminds us about receiving Jesus and in order to
receive Him into us we have to acknowledge we are
weak humans like the ancient people, too. Hence we
have to a sence of compassion for ourselves and
others.”

The bishop instructed all the Catholics present
during Holy Thursday to serve and forgive one another
just like Jesus washed the feet of disciples and forgave
His executioner. “In particular the coming Easter night
we welcome 160 Catholics in our Phnom Penh diocese
to be baptized, it is an occasion to acknowledge that
truly Jesus is life enabling us to become new humans
by showing charity in all circumstances in our life.

Palm Sunday
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IO RN BRIV Six candidates Baptised at Prey Prosh Church

ng ALK anﬁan n nHSiLﬂ LUﬁjm S Fr. Fernando Arango the parish priest of
fﬁﬁﬂ mmLﬁUﬁgﬂﬁSIUﬂﬁSfQ m?LUUSS‘a St. Peter’s Church in Prey Prosh baptized six adults
mﬁaﬁn[‘nqm!jggﬁ gt[mman]JmetUjﬁg during the Easter Vigil celebration commemorating
= SLh i §§aﬁmaﬁ E " r:urr:::i::nc: J:::j during the Easter Vigil
jnflﬁqmmﬂ ugﬁmnsé tﬂS&ﬂ?[}J’ﬁﬂﬁiS celebration that the six candidates baptized have
fmﬂjU[LﬂJUUﬁfﬂ IUni:I SAUDNA[ IS written the name of Jesus on their heart and therefore
ﬁjUU 22¢¢ ﬂjﬂﬁLNUN gﬁﬁﬁtUtS ﬁaﬁmﬁ they became part of the Body of Christ immediately.
vt The priest also said: “Catholics have to follow the
S%f]Um an ﬂUfUmlj 8 SfoU'j n Sﬁ fAama exemplary model of Jesus —we have to pray with Him
'"'1 wl«ﬂLﬂ m tiﬁUfU'[p Lﬂ ﬁjinHﬁ 9 j and despite being baptized we have to continue our
INAUTSEIE AT 1N URINRAMAINL  foith education.
LﬁﬁjU?ﬁngﬁﬁﬁﬁU%TLﬂ tlﬁﬁ]’ﬁtwhﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂs We are honored because of God’s gifts and so
we become His children. We have to bring the
LﬂHlULﬂ Hﬁ]UﬂﬁunﬁJQ tm Uﬁm Umggm Kingdom of God to this earth and become the true
HQ mg;ﬂLuH‘uS} ﬂﬁﬂ [ﬁﬂﬁ,ﬂ [Uﬂ I:;]‘ﬂ'v] F]LB"]I U§ children of God who forgive and help other people.”
ﬁj SHﬁ?ﬁtSjiGJ ﬁ‘fﬁ; 9 Sok Seiha,18, from Koh Sla village —a new Church
—r e LR SR F ) of nine families and 18 Catholics, comes from a
d}j iﬂﬂzgkﬂmgm085£]ﬂm QI@thJIhuhLﬂ Buddhist family, said that he had come to know the
1s8pA1c) Sﬁﬁtﬁﬁj 1N Ujflﬂf[‘ﬂ :‘m%ﬂ fULUm S Church four years ago. During the Easter celebration
@Jﬂﬁﬁ] fﬁwiﬁﬁfﬂq‘[ﬁamiﬁf{f[ﬁ:ﬁa "ﬁ[ﬁﬁ Seiha received the Sacrament of baptism at Prey
LﬁfS:ILﬂ:nﬁJTUﬁifLﬂ:fﬂmﬁif HﬁﬁhfﬁSﬁiS: Prosh Church alongside five other candidates. The
Q:L:I ah e K o '+ youth said: “For many they think that conversion
S" ﬁ{UQﬁw @wmQLndﬁ@ IUan”;n%ﬂm to a religion is only for study benefits but now when
uﬂﬁﬂﬁ[ﬁﬂ AR IRUIBIUATIURIN Y Sll,f]'l:J:[U | see the life-style of Catholics, which is unique —with
1ﬁjﬁ§ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgshtgjﬁj 9 a sense of solidarity and who care for others thereby
= y 2 ..."'M° leading me to be like them.”
- ﬁia ﬁj}fﬂfguq@a@ Uﬂmqﬁ; ﬁﬂ iﬁm The Baptism ceremony was performed last April
I"an manSUULU EﬂSLﬂ nUi C‘SLUH] b 4th at Prey Prosh Church located in Prey Noup
8Lﬂ ﬁﬂﬂﬁm iN Ut SLF] fUU QUS“S 9G district, Preah Sihanouk province with 50 people
Sjﬂ mS@JNﬁLﬂ muUﬁgﬁfﬁ‘f’ﬂUmﬂ Q) attending. The Church was esmbli'shed in 2094
fNUJi%JSUfm: U.{Sf o.a .o jUiﬁiﬁm and presently there are 50 Catholics. Of the six

e,

N o N candidates there are only two from Prey Prosh.
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Washing Ceremony Reminds Catholics

of Services

More than 600 parishioners attended the
Eucharist Mass on Holy Thursday - the day
reminiscent of Jesus’ Last Supper and His
washing of 12 disciples’ feet. The ceremony
was graced by the presence of Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh assisted by Fr. Nikon
Prasudsaeangchan the auxiliary priest in
the pastoral sector of the Mekong on the
evening of 2nd April 2015 at St. Francis Xavier
Parish (Wat Champa) in Chroy Ampil village,
Kien Svay district, Kandal province.

In his homily the bishop said: “This is a chance
for us to make reflections on the inherited Word
of Jesus ‘please everybody wash each other’s
feet as | set an example for you to follow’ and
therefore our lives become ministers just like
Jesus serves us.”

the Mass, the bishop
of 12 Catholics —the

representatives of 12 Apostles and in turn the

Before concluding

washed the feet

representatives washed the feet of other
Catholics as a sign showing that Catholics are
willing to serve one another.

Fr.  Nikon

messages to all the youth and children that

Prasudsaeangchan  delivered
when you go back home please wash your
parents’ feet to show love and gratitude to
parents who always love and cherish the
children. The priest said so because he finds
that the youth and children of today love their
friends more than households and this is an
opportunity to receive blessings from them
as they live their lives it is better that when

they leave the world.
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Bishop Olivier Encourages Catholics
To Be Witnesses of the Risen

Christ in their Lives and do works of Charity

St. Frangios Xavier’s Church (KongNoy) in Southern
Phnom Penh in the pastoral sector of Takmao
celebrated an Easter Vigil service on April 5th 2015.
The event of the Easter celebration was witnessed by
a good number of parishioners, which was officiated
by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh together with Rev. Frangios
Xavier Demonth, the parish priest.

Catholics attend this vigil annually as a memorial
to commemorate the deathand Russerection of Jesus
who sacrificed His life on the Cross and God
raised him to life on the third day —passing from
death to new life forever.

At this occasion the bishop spoke to Catholics
gathered, saying: “Jesus rose from the dead and it is
an opportunity for sharing our doctrines of faith with
others thus enabling them to understand that Jesus
truly rose from the dead. We have to unite with one
another, pray and listen to the Word. Follow Jesus and
rejoice. In our daily lives, as Catholics we have to
bear witness on the compassion of God and try
hard to love one another, help us unite with Jesus
our brother inspiring us to receive a light in life.
” The bishop also encouraged all the Catholics to
pay attention to showing compassion by caring
for those who have difficulties, the hopeless who
have no opportunities to education and the hungry
who have no food to eat.

The bishop further said: “Jesus truly rose and dwells
with us in charity along with saints. That's why we can
sit here and show our compassion.
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Football men and women from 11 Catholic and
non-Catholic institutions took part in friendly football
competition at Chamkar Teang Parish located in Chamkar
Teang village, Kous commune, Takeo province’s Tramkak
district. The events of the march included men and
women’s basketball, bowling, men and women'’s football and
men’s volleyball.

The competition program took place last 6th April 2015
in the presence of Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The bishop
addressed all the footballers saying that this was a happy
time to have a sport competition with those who
came from different places whether Catholics or
non-Catholics coinciding with the Rise Jesus.

The bishop said that may joy of Catholics and of the
Church given by the Risen Jesus reach out to all the
world-wide people both who do not know Him and
Catholics because the presence of God dwells
every where all the time.

Mr. Pich Vibol, the principal of the St. Francis of Assisi
high school of general knowledge, a member of the
organizing Committee said: “The friendly march has for a
long time which initiated by Bishop Olivier. But in 2014 the
program failed for a period of one year and later in 2015
we continue to have the friendly march.” A member of the
Committee continued by saying that the friendly march was
intended for the Church and other institutions to have an
opportunity to introduce themselves to other people and to
establish relationships with another through the sports.

The results of the competition, the number one winner
obtained 120,000-150,000 Riel (USD 30-37.5) and
one trophy and one ball. The winners are group of men’s
volleyball student and staff footballers of St. Paul’s
Institute; they, one trophy and one ball. The number one
winner of the football event (former student and staff) went
to sportsmen, the former students of the St. Francis of Assisi
high school of general knowledge and staff sportsmen of
the pastoral sector of Kompot, they received 150,000 Riel
(USD 37.5), one trophy and one ball. The men and women’s
basketball events,the number one winner wenttosportsmenand
sportswomen of the St. Francis of Assisi high school of
general knowledge; they received 120,000 Riel (USD 30),
one trophy and one ball and the group who did not win
received consolation prizes. The men and women’s bowling
events of the number one winner went to the St. Francis of
Assisi high school of general knowledge, the number one
winner received 30,000 Riel (USD 7.5) and one pack of
candy bars.

in

Friendly Football March
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Takeo Parish Has 47 More Catholics
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Rt. Rev.Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
administered the Sacrament of Baptism for 49 people at the Our Lady of the Smile
Parish in ChamkarTeang located in Tramkak district, Takeo province. The baptismal service
was celebrated on 4th April and witnessed by parishioners, youth and catechumens estimated
at 400.

On the occasion, the bishop also addressed 47 candidates by saying: “When we get
baptized in the name of Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit, it means that we receive new
life and the new breath of God becoming new humans; it means that we no longer remain
sinful, no longer belong to the past of sinfulness but we receive the new life of God Christ is a light,
Christ is God guiding each of us to ask ourselves about how to bear witness, about the Risen Jesus
telling other people, about how to proclaim the Good News that can lead the world away from
darkness into light, away suffering into hope.”

Ms. Sou Sreynich, the baptized candidate said that she had felt joyful to receive new life —
the rejoice of God, God bestows love on and guides all people to have a sense of compassion for
one another. She said: “l| have faith and the courage to send entire life to God when | experience
difficulties | always pray to God when | see the poor and the elderly as if the light of God offers
me as a charity. Not only that did God inspire me to have the patience and favor always for others.”

Of the 47 baptized candidates, 39 came from the Our Lady of the Smile Parish and 8 from St.
Paul’s Church. The Our Lady of the Smile Parish was established since 1997 and then has only one

Catholic; however so far there are 233 Catholics in total.
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On the 12th April, the parish of Kompong
the
new church building to be known as St.
Church.  This building
located in the trade village of Chbamon city

Speu celebrated inauguration of their

Joseph’s new is
in Kompong Speu. The new church building
measures 4 metres by 8 metres. The inauguration
ceremony was performed by Rt. Rev.Olivier
Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh in the presence
of more than 60 parishioners.

On this occasion of the inauguration of the
new church, which was a wooden building
now built with bricks, the bishop proposed to
Catholics here to serve as a Living Stones with
life coming from God and to bear witness about
Jesus and to build God’s kingdom by reconciling
and forgiving one another.

The Church of St. Joseph, which is under
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh,
was built in late 2014 costing USD 3,925 with
the assistance of Catholics from Vietnam. Bishop
Olivier joined them in contributing along with,
and other generous Catholics as well as with the
physical support of Catholics and Buddhists in
the village.

The Catholic community in Kompong Speu
used to gather for prayer at a nearby coffee
shop in 2003 with just six Catholics. Later a
Catholic bought a plot of land and had a
wooden house built for a prayer service
for this small community. Today the Church

numbers 22 families.

Kompong Speu has new Church building
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TrengTrayeng Church Celebrates Easter
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This is the first time in more than ten years
the Church of TrengTrayeng performed the Easter
ceremony at the church itself. Ever year the
parishioners of the Church attends the
Easter Vigil celebration at St. Michael Parish in
Sihanoukville.

A youth, Sok Chantha, the secretary of the
youth group said: “l feel like having new life
together with Jesus even if we do pray one
night until early morning during Holy Thursday
but we do not feel sleepy and tired but | seem to
have full strength from God. ”

The Easter service was celebrated on 4th
April by Fr. Mong Peng John the main celebrant
and hundred of Catholics attended the service.

At the function Fr. Mong Peng John also
Administered the sacrament of Baptism for
four children and reminded the gathering
Catholics about the sacrament of Baptism
received by the children.

In his homily Fr. Mong Peng John asked the
participating Catholics to send their lives on
God and after Easter celebration may they
live a new life —a firm faith in God and show
compassion for other people whom society
rejected as well as take care of and
encourage them. Mr.  Phrum Ngau, the

person in charge of the Church, expressed his
delight by saying: “l do say thanks to God
during the Easter vigil celebration, there are
a good number of Catholics attending it ;
otherwise the service was organized well; both
the members of the Committee and the youth
group make Catholics very interested in it.”
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Celebration oF Mary

The statue of Mary the Mother of Jesus and
of all the Catholics was moved in procession with
the solemn recitation of the Rosary in AreyKsat
village, Kandal province’s Lovea Em district. “The
celebration ceremony was performed to honor
Mary the Mother of Jesus, who made complete
offering and set a good example for us all to
follow in the presence of Msgr. Antonysamy
Surairaj Kompong Cham Church together with
priests in Cambodian and priests from Vietnam
and more than 2000 parishioners.

Gustavo Adrian Benitez, the parish priest
provided testimony about the wonders he
experienced Mary — people come to pray
continually in front of the statue whether
Catholics or Buddhists. The priest said:
“Especially what is wonderful for me — the sight
of Buddhist monks wearing ropes come to pray
before the statue of Mary and said recitations
of the Holy Father and the Rosary in a canonical
manner.”

Bishop Antony said that the place Mary
had appeared there are people coming to pray

whether from afar or nearby, especially the sick

and those hopeless.
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Training courses in Khmer Art forms

The Office for Arts of the Apostolic Vicariate of

Phnom Penh (Pastoral sector of Phnom Penh)
organized primary training and vocational courses for
the second time teaching Khmer dancing art forms
at Phnom Penh Thmei with 123 participants taking
part. The trainees came from the three dioceses of the
Catholic Church and the courses took place for a week
from 6th to 10 April 2015.

The courses comprised of five kinds of dance forms
in which children had two dance items and youth
three, which were White Doves, Temporal Flowers,
Nice Days, Parrots, Magpies and Harvest. Besides
these, the participants the participants were taught to
understand the characteristics of each dance.

Dance teacher Suon Bunnaret, the person in charge
of such activities of the pastoral sector of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh said in fact the
course was held to let people know about Khmer
culture and dance forms as well as customs and
traditions. They were trained to understand forms like
the pigeon dance representing peace and dances for
children that can be performed for liturgical services.”

Mol Sopheak, 18, from KongNoy Church, who took
part in the arts course this time, said: “The reason |
participated in the course is because it enables me to
understand about Khmer culture, Khmer manners and
learn to understand about the difficulty of practicing
these dance forms as well as teach it to the younger
generation.” Sopheak further said, “Understanding of
our culture helps me know how to adapt and change
my attitude, have gentleness, humility, friendliness
whether dancing in our daily life and most importantly
to show Khmer way of life and good morality.”

Chhum Kunthea, 14, from Sa’Ang Church said: “I
love Khmer since | was a child even though | am a
Vietnamese but | live in Cambodia, | have to love
Khmer culture which has a lot of beautiful art forms.”
The center was established nearly one and a half
years ago and presently there are 45 students, who
are taught Khmer dances and traditional music.
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Students’ debate on current issues

On 15th March 2015, the Catholic Church Student

Center organized o Debate on the theme
“Decline in Moralityaffects National Economy”
with over 80 students participating at the Phnom
Penh-based Catholic Church Student Center.

Ms.  Ponhacka Srey, the director of the center
said that the debate is a forum open to all
students and offers them an opportunity to use
capacity and courage to articulate their views for
or against views expressed and to reason and
analyse the views on the main grounds
of morality and virtues. The director stressed that
it also demanded that the topic chosen be current
and be of purpose.

The debating exercise of the Catholic Church
Student Center is organized every three months
with different topics.

Another youth Sok Rachna, a second-year student
of Tourism of Norton University and a member
of an opposition group, the trophy-winning group
said: “The debated society helps me pluck up
courage, listen to opinion of each member of the
group, judge and speak for and against their
interpretation of a topic, which makes me
understand how to work as a team Also to do
research for reference documents in order to support
interpretation by reading books, magazines,
newspapers, visiting websites and so on, especially
asking for some ideas from professors in
schools to make such interpretation much clearer.”

The debate is conducted in the presence of three
members of the Committee — Mr. Pan Rithy, a reporter
and ftranslator of the Phnom Penh Post, Mr. Tim
Malay, the director of the Cambodian youth
network and Mr. Ho Tola, the director Human Resource
Development of the general English-language
school and a former member of the student
association at Pafifiasastra University of Cambodia.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in May 2015

09 2/ ¢ AG{UMAITAMIRUHIRATGIMIAG 1 May : Official Inquiry Opening Ceremony for the
BIANANRJISIAGE MATMA 12qRnaR beatification of the Martyrs - TANGKAUK
Ol R mrzl,rnnma[)umsmﬁuﬁusm‘l[)n,mm 3May : Youth Leaders Retreat - Preykbas
AYSINAUNN )
o = 5 4-8 May : CELAC - LAOS-CAMBODIA Bishops
0G-0G 2fum & [UNAVINAHRAMUAYEM-GNI
isidinme ' Meeting - Phnom Penh Thmey
09 2807 ¢ [y]ﬁ‘a_mOHﬁqmian:mmﬁgé 6 May :6.30pm - Holy Mass at Boeung Toumpun
fméqs 7May : 38th Night of Prayers for Vocations-
0fl 26Um ¢ HRNSINMYWWHIBAGM GG AREYKSAT
i ﬁjt}fjiﬂf—ﬂiﬁj{)ﬁ B 9 May :TeachSocialDoctrineatSaintJustinSchool
08 26U ¢ UIfH]SHAU G UINAYSARAIRYIST
Al Lj e s 2U - Aesg o 10 May : Sacrament of Confirmation at Pho Thom
AN NHUTEIS) U SUIES S
o -3 1M : Blessing of toral h tK t
90 289 £ HEMMANU IS AL SIMER B
99 98I 2 LUﬁ?§nItﬂ?mmiﬁmLmﬁUﬂﬂm 12 May : Meeting at Peace Village
HREMNANG 14-15 May : Scouts Camp - Phnom Penh Thmey
91 2fum ¢ LUf’;‘uis1h:§ﬁJj2ﬁﬂ§ 17 May : Mass with who is involve with workers
0 O R G E]
9G-9& 28uM ¢ IM:NIMWIGHSIQINMY 18-20 May : Seminar of research - St Paul Institute
9 85U < anmmﬁutﬁﬁﬁgsm MY W 21 May : Mission Council
AYHl
g 0 Glod 22 May : Monthly meeting at Champa
9G-90 26U 2 M ANNISTISNANS AUST R AIFDN
ﬁﬂﬂﬁfgﬁi[}ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂhﬁjgﬁﬁgf’nﬁrjhmﬁiﬁ‘j‘?lﬂ9 24 May : 9 am Pentecost. International Mass
B9 280@ 2 LUﬁLﬁHLGﬁ\ﬁIUﬁjNﬁU at St Joseph - Sacrament of Confirmation
VY 28um s LUﬁ‘LUUﬁfatan:ﬁimﬁﬁéﬁﬁW 25 May : Holy Mass for our Lady - Don Bosco - Si
VG M EffinnAyYMEgIMATRAM AN hanoukville

nAamanuniAy ShHANIN AU ISIRNIGS

- . 26 May : Monthly visit at Major Seminary
Ve 260/ ¢ HﬁqfﬂqnﬂjLn:SWhmiisiﬁ‘SQﬁgLﬁﬁ

28 May : Mission Council

HAIN
— . 30-31 May : Shanghai - China - S t of
v aam : sagjs:Aooiisishiedenmiw =7 5 SEngiel 2 SUMERS S eI IS
WG 2 & URABIDANIURAY Confirmation
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APOSTOLIC VICARIATE PHNOM PENH
HAS g2 As{HE: SannsATS ST fadies
Chairman: Msgr: Olivier Schmitthaeusler
B9 Tel: 023 6400 841
¢ Fﬁ?ﬁ Email: apostolicvicariate.phnompenh@gmail.com
#25, St.242, Boeung Prolit, 7Makara, Phnom Penh.
Website: www.catholicphnompenh.org
FP: www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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