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Anostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh

Bishop Olivier’s Letter
On Saturday, June 27, 2015, our Vicariate
had the great joy of welcoming our new diocesan priest,
Father Peter Sok Na!

Dear Bothers and Sisters

We thank God for the gift of Father Peter Sok Na and we ask the Lord to bless his ministry
of service and love to the brothers and sisters in the Southern Pastoral Sector of Phnom Penh and
indeed to all who seek the light of peace and mercy in their broken lives.

So now the Vicariate of Phnom Penh has three local priests, with Fathers Un Son and Suong
Hangly who were ordained in 2001.

And in September of this year, we will have three seminarians in the second year and two in
the third year of their studies. And certainly there will be one or two in the first year.

Their formation is part of a six-year cycle in which many missionary priest teachers make
themselves available to teach in the Cambodian language. This is a vital service for building up the
local church.

We also cannot forget our St. Justin School of Faith for the formation of the laity. Every
month, on two Fridays and Saturdays, fifty baptized adults come together for formation in theology,
spirituality, history, bible, ethics, and the social doctrine of the church. They strengthen their faith
as they search for God and they become strong witnesses of the Hope that is in them.

This is our church, growing with responsibility and courage!

On Thursday we had the 40™ night of prayer for vocations, believing that the Lord truly hears
the prayers of those who implore him.

In July and August we will see many gatherings with our young people. Of special note is the
trip of the St. Justin School to the Philippines from 24 to 31 July. Then there is the Laos/Cambodia
Youth Day from 10-16 August here in Cambodia, and the Vocations Camp from August 20 to 23 in

Sihanoukville. These are special moments to meet the Lord and build a more fraternal world.

God bless you and keep you in his joy!

Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
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Bishop Olivier fosters

Love, Forgiveness
and Kindness

On the morning of 7™ June 2015 Rt. Rev.
Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop  of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh Celebrated
and officiated at the Sacrament of Confirmation
for 33 candidates. He was assisted by Fr. Paul
Chatsirey Roeung the parish priest during the
feast of promoting the glory of the Body and
Blood of Jesus at St. Mary Madalen’s Church
in Svay Pak. The confirmation ceremony was
witnessed by 300 parishioners.

Bishop Olivier said: “We have wonderful roles
in proclaiming the Good News to all humans
—the proclamation of God's presence in life
because we are united to the Holy Spirit and
Jesus. These works are to be done with love,
forgiveness and expression of kindness that lead
us to know the true presence of Jesus.”

A 20-year-old youth Seng Huon, one of the
33 confirmands told that after today he would
try to fulfill his role by acting as a Catholic by
being a good person to other people by
expressing love within the Church and society.

The Sacrament of Confirmation is adminis-
by the

Bishop on those who have been baptized. The

tered with the anointing with Holy Oil

ritual enables full out-pouring of Grace by the
Holy Spirit, just as God poured out His Spirit on
the Apostles during the feast of Pentecost. This
Sacrament is needed for one to be a full member
of the Catholic Church. The 33 confirmed
candidates came fromthe three parishes—SenSok,

Prek Taten and Svay Pak.
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Celebration of the feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Koh Noria Church in the pastoral sector of
Southern Phnom Penh, marked the celebration
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the patron
Saint of the Church with a special event. The
celebration rite was officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, the Bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh together with priests
in the sector. The occasion was witnessed by more
than 400 parishioners.

The feast took place last 14™ June where the
statue of Jesus was carried in procession around
the church three times as prayers and hymns
were recited and sung praising God.

Bishop Olivier said, the Sacred Heart of
Jesus is the Will of love. Hence, he instructed
all the parishioners to try hard to live their
the Will of God. Do

whatever they can to please God. Have

lives according to
conversion of heart by believing the Good News
and try hard to follow the Word of God and to
become the Body of Jesus with strength in order
to bear witness of the love of Jesus.

Fr. Abraham Khun the parish priest said that
the parish also has a devotional group dedicated
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This group always
focuses their attention on prayer and charitable
works. Not only that, what is more important
is living a life according to the Will of God,
having healthy relationships with one another
with love of Jesus by creating a new relationship
with them.
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Confirmation Leads to a Life of Humility and Charity

Thirty three Catholics received the Sacrament
of Confirmation last 14" June at the Sacred Heart
of Jesus Church in Koh Noria. The Confirmation rite
was officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler,
the Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh together with priests in the pastoral sector of
Southern Phnom Penh. The occasion was witnessed
by more than 400 parishioners.

Bishop Olivier encouraged all the Catholics,
especially those who have just been confirmed, to
help build the Kingdom of God. He said: “God has
chosen all of us, who are just small and insignificant
people, in order for His Mystery to grow. Yes, we
are just little and simple people but we have the
capacity bestowed on us by God to create a new
society, that is the Kingdom of God -- by following
the example of Mary, our model. So, be patient and
humble in serving one another with love -- that is the
inheritance that Jesus bequeathed to us.”

Polo Chea Sokhar, one of those confirmed and
who is from St. Maria Church in Tutaing, said: “The
Sacrament of Confirmation is really crucial for me
because | received the Holy Spirit who now enlightens
my mind and also gives me physical strength to
proclaim the Good News of God which comes to
us when we listen to the Word, do charitable works
and love one another.”

Ly Vanna said: “The Holy Spirit inspires me to be
humble, selfless and mindful of others.” Vanna will try
hard to build the Church by loving Jesus as well as
others, “because we are one family in the
Person of Christ.”

Fr. Abraham Khun the parish priest, said that
those who received the Sacrament of Confirmation,
were now allowed to join the group of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. It is hoped that it will draw them closer
to Jesus. The confirmands came from two parishes in the
pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh — 9
candidates from TuTaing Church and 24 others from
Koh Noria Church.

The Sacrament of Confirmation is performed
with anointing of sacred chrism by the Bishop on
those who have been baptized in order to
strengthen their baptismal grace.
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26 Children Receive First Holy Communion

Twenty six children received their First Holy Communion on the morning of June 28" 2015 during the feast
of Saints Peter and Paul at the church of the Inmaculate Conception in Somrong Thom district, Kandal province’s
KienSvay district. Fr. Sri Pramong Vireak Chhey the parish priest celebrated the Eucharist and the event was
witnessed by many parishioners.

The Twenty six children’s ages ranged from 10 to 15 and were educated in the Catholic faith for a period
of four months. The children were very delighted at receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion. One child,
Chhuon Chanthy said: “l am very happy to receive Holy Communion and now Jesus dwells within me and | do
love Him.”

Another child Ly Samnang said: “| feel the joy of receiving the Body of Jesus and | will try hard to live a
proper life as a son of God, | will try to do good deeds by avoiding bad actions and not hurt Jesus.”

In his homily, the priest instructed the parishioners to follow and imitate the exemplary models of saints
Peter and Paul. He continued by saying that even though St. Peter refused to know Jesus but subsequently
became a strong leader of the Church. Saint Paul who once persecuated Christians. However, when he
encountered Jesus he had changed completely and became an apostle sacrificing his life by proclaiming the
Good News of God to all the nations. “Therefore you children, who received Jesus Today have to change your
lives for Christ and proclaim the Good News.”

The priest stressed: “Please don’t receive Christ only in spirit but take His Body out of the church to the
world and let Him enter your day-to-day life so that all the people who don’t know Him will feel His presence
in their daily lives.”"SomrongThom Church started in 1982 with two or three Catholic families living in Prek Treng
village, Somrong Thom commune. But through its pastoral activities of proclaiming of the Good News, there are
now up to 83 families with the total number of 428 parishioners.
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Visit To Sihanouk ville
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Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
made his Pastoral visit to the pastoral sector in
Sihanouk ville parish from 17" to 21¢ June 2015.

The Pastoral Visit is a time when the bishop
visits parishioners and listens to reports of
the pastoral activities of the Church in terms
of the proclamation of Good News and
charitable works and even learns to underst
and the live lihoods of the parishioners and
hear their requests made by the committee
of the Church, which includes priests, nuns,
youths and needs for children.

At each place, representatives of the
parishioners reported to the bishop about
the history and the pastoral activities of the
parishes and the works of charity and so on.
The representatives also told the bishop about
certain problems and made some requests to
him.

Having seen the real pastoral life of the
parishes, the bishop offered encouraging
remarks in his homily: “Please take care of flock.”
The bishop continued by saying that everybody
had a role to play in the growth of the sector
by instructing one another and to pay attention
to prayer and faith education. He urged a true
cooperation between elderly and young
people in order to build up the Church and to
do whatever they can to guide each family to

FrniigaysApsasnssSuHoNJuTES T ATigm

make progress as the family is the foundation of
the Church.

For most of the parishioners who have failed
to come to church the bishop encouraged
the Catholics who have a firmer faith to go
out and visit them, encourage them, lead
them to understand about the significance of
walking with Jesus and have patience with them
in order for them to understand their true faith.

The bishop also encouraged those people
who fulfilled their roles as Catholics, which
are the most important in Catholics’ lives as
missionaries —the proclaiming of the Good
News of Jesus. “This is the proclamation of
His presence of day-to-day way of life by
sharing love, serving the poor, sick, those who are
marginalized and rejected through our daily
communications and so on.”

Mr. Leng Hong, the catechist at Treng
Trayeng Church said: “The Pastoral visit was
of great importance since the bishop comes to
know our place and it is a special strength to
encourage all of us to further our commitment.”

A nun Salve, who comes from the Missionary
Religious of St. Dominic, said “That the
presence of the bishop gives a special strength
of mind by encouraging us to work more and
more to spread the Good News to other
people.”
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Twenty four
candidates Receive
Sacrament of
Confirmation

iByPhwimsiaopidiajaauiaie Shms
28] vsOaniijuIln W 50 10)8

St. Michael’s parish in the pastoral sector of
Kampong Som celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation for 24 candidates in their parish.

The Confirmation rite was officiated by
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom on 21* June 2015.

In his homily, the bishop stated that receiving
the Sacrament of Confirmation meant that the
confirmands will become full Catholics. He further
said the Sacrament of Confirmation has the
power and leverage of the Holy Spirit, which
becomes the strength for going out to proclaim
the Good News of God like the early apostles.

The bishop asked the parishioners to unite
with all the priests and religious to makes
efforts to serve the Church with all their strength
of minds and souls expressing the love, which Jesus
bestowed on us. He urged all to focus on faith
education for the adults and cooperate with
one another in the different pastoral life of the
parish.

A youth So Rith said: “| am very pleased to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation today
because | receive the Holy Spirit, who leads
me to love, to show kindness, to share and
forgive one another. The homily delivered by the
bishop helps me spiritually and even made me
understand clearly about the life of Catholics
and hope in Jesus.”
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Fr. Peter Sok Na, 8™ Local Priest in Cambodia

On the 27" June 2015, Deacon Peter Sok Na was ordained priest in the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
The ordination ceremony was officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. Present at this celebration were the two Apostolic Prefects, Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of
Battambong and Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures. The ordination service took place at St.
Joseph’s Church located in Phsar Touch, Phnom Penh. The ceremony began with a solemn procession as the
congregation sang the entrance hymn with great joy while deacon Sok Na went up to the altar. It was a joyful
occasion for the Catholic Church in Cambodia, especially the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. Also present at
the service were more than 50 priests and an estimated 2,000 people.

When the procession arrived at the stage, Fr.Un Son, the Master of ceremonies called Deacon Peter Sok Na
to make his appearance in front of all present. Fr. Robert Piché (Bob), the rector of the Major Seminary, assured
Bishop Olivier that Deacon Peter Sok Na is really qualified to be ordained a priest.

Fr. Mario Ghezzi, the Vicar General, (VG) in his introduction made mention of the qualities of Deacon
Peter Sok Na whom he had known since 2001 by saying that the candidate has always focused his attention on
friendship with Jesus in prayer, discerning the presence of Jesus in life, being considerate to the poor by knowing
that the people embody Jesus, in His suffering. Deacon Sok Na also handled liturgical rites (Mass) and trained
altar servers. He has also shown interest for those who seek to be called to serve as priests, religious who have
the intention of serving as missionaries in order to proclaim the Good News of God to other people. To respond
to such an assurance, the bishop made an announcement about choosing Deacon Sokna to be ordained priest
with the support of Jesus. In his homily, the bishop said that this was the plan of God and the fruits that have
resulted from the prayer and exemplary models of brothers and sisters. The bishop pointed out this was not a
word from his mouth but from the Word of God Himself. The bishop continued by saying: “Thanks to the power
of the Holy Spirit, by the laying on of hands, Deacon Sok Na will become a priest and friend, whom Jesus has
chosen. Like Jesus Fr. Sok Na will offer himself to the people he serves and in this way bring happiness to others.
Living a prayerful life and being faithful to his mission as a priest he will bring fullness to his life as a minister
of the Church.

The bishop also instructed all the parishioners, especially new priests to enter deeply into the priestly life
with four goals. “From today Fr. Sok Na no longer lives a private life; he offers his life publicly for Jesus by
honestly serving the Church, educating other people to have faith and to be in communion with Christ and a good
shepherd full of love for all human beings.”

In his instructions, the bishop further said: “You have to be humble by taking Mary, St. Joseph, John the
Baptist and Mother Therese as models of faith in order to make the presence of Jesus and the Providence of
God felt by other people. At the same time you have to have a sense of compassion — it is the way Jesus forgives
and looks at those who have difficulties in loving Him. Priests have to sacrifice themselves for all people and not
only a handful of persons whom he knows.”

The bishop also delivered a message to all the Catholics, especially youths to be awake answering the call
to have more priests and religious in Cambodia. At the very beginning, Deacon Sok Na prostrated at the foot
of the altar as the sign of humility and submission to God while the bishops, priests and the congregation sang
the Litany of saints. The ordination rite was carried out by laying on of hands on the candidate by the priests
present in order to confirm that priests along with their bishop were asking the Holy Spirit’s outpouring of Grace
for Sok Na to be ordained.

The highlight of the ordination ceremony was the promise of obedience by the candidate to the bishop
followed by the anointing of the candidate’s hands with Chrism by the ordaining bishop as he said the
consecrating prayer so that the new priest becomes holy to lead His people to holiness and make offerings to
Him. Following this, the vesting took place with the placing of the stole across his shoulder over which the red
chasuble was placed. The bishop then introduced the newly ordained priest, Fr. Peter Sok Na to the congregation
at which those present gave a thunderous applause. At the end of rite of ordination, Fr. Peter Sok Na thanked
the priests and all present for their prayers and encouragement. The new priest also delivered a message to the
youths who intended to learn to understand the calling by saying ‘Don’t be afraid’ of opening wide your hearts
in welcoming Jesus, who wants to come into their hearts. The priest further said: “May all the youth be courageous
and go a step further always because their future is with Christ.” The priest said: “l assure you that when you
agree to open wide your hearts to receiving Him, then you will have peace and happiness in life.”

After the ordination service, Bishop Olivier in his capacity as the bishop of the Fr. Peter Sok Na announced
that he will be assigned to the pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh. It should be pointed out here that the
Catholic Church in Cambodia was established over 450 years ago. Unfortunately the civil war of the 1970s
scattered and destroyed the church throughout the country. During this period the bishops and priests were
tortured and killed. After much sufferings and uncertainty, the Catholic Church came to life in the 1990s. Today
there are an estimated 20,000 Catholics with 8 local and 70 foreign priests serving the pastoral needs of the
Catholic community in Cambodia.
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Biography of Fr. Peter Sok Na
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Fr. Peter Sok Na was born on June 25, 1979 in a
Catholic family at Lou village, Prek Phnov commune,
Ponhea Leur district, Kandal province (svay Pak). He
is the son of Mr. Sok Sang, a fisherman and Mrs. Lim
Sreylang, a grocery vendor. Fr. Sok Na is the youngest
son in his family and has four sisters.

As a child, he was a docile person and liked to
study and received his faith formation through his
family and so he knew how to recite prayers fluently.
He always followed his parents to attend the prayer
service with other parishioners in the village including
attending Sunday Masses. Occasionally he went to St.
Joseph’s church in Phsar Touch although it was far and
transportation was not easily available.

Faced with financial difficulties, the family was
not well-off. Sok Na attended the school of general
knowledge late in his teenager and could not
complete elementary education. He stopped studying
and wanted to work. Therefore he learnt sewing
skills and worked as a tailor for a period of 7
years. Then in 2001 he decided to attend the
Major Seminary where he continued his academic
studies and the seminary internship.

At that time he faced many difficulties as his
family was going through a hard time since his three
older sisters got married with one sister becoming disa-
bled. Furthermore, he himself had some health problems.

That same year, Fr. Omer, the rector of the Major
Seminary and Fr. Bruno Cosme, the vice rector sent
him to continue his studies at Pour un Sourie d’Enfant
(PSE) (for a child of Smile) for six years. Here he
completed his secondary education. Later he
continued his studies in philosophy for four years
at the Royal University of Phnom Penh. Having
completed this he did his theological studies
at the Seminary for three years.

On 18" June 2014, after having completed his
seminary studies Sok Na was ordained a deacon.
On 27" of June 2015, in the presence of a large
crowd of priests and the faithful deacon Sok Na  was
ordained a priest by Rt. Rev Olivier Schmitthasleur, the
bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
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39" All-Night Prayer

vigil For Vocations

On the evening of 4™ June 2015 the Preah
Sihanouk ville province pastoral sector organ-
ized an all-night prayer for vocations for the 39™
time at St. Michael Parish. About 170 persons
including the bishops, priests and parishioners
from the three dioceses participated in the vigil.

Deacon Peter Sok Na instructed all the Catholics
during the occasion to understand about
Catholics’ lives, to know about the commandments
of God and to have a true heart of love as well as
to understand values and faith in God, He urged
allto be humble by following the example of Jesus.

A youth Ou Saphea, one of the participants
said: “This is a precious occasion for me to
petition God to be enlightened in the goal of life
and to be faithful to the Sacrament of Penance
in order to come close to Him.”

The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
organizes such all night prayer vigils regularly

every month in each sector of the diocese.
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Church builds house for Villagers
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St. Joseph Church in Chumkiri in the pastoral
sector of Kampot bought a plot of land in
mid-June of 2015 and built a house measuring
5 meters by 4 meters on this land for a very poor
family. The youth of the church cooperated by
providing the manpower.

Fr. Gianluca Tavola, the priest in charge of
the parish including the pastoral sector of the
whole Kampot said: “The parish has a need to
show kindness for other people by helping one
another. This is a way to express the love of
Jesus for all of us and the way of proclaiming the
Good News to the poor.”

The priest further said the parish always
focuses her attention to helping the poor, the sick,
the youth who are unable to go to school and the
hungry. Hence, the parish, has helped by buying
the plot of land to built a house for Mr. Touch
and Mrs. Yin who are very poor. “The work
we have done is based on the special needs
seen, which means that the parish tries to do
something that is a felt need by the people.”

The priest gave the hint that the parish was
planning to help with the construction of three
more houses for the poor in the near future within
the budget available and its capacity so that the
poor and needy have proper houses.

In the past Chumkiri Church have initiated
activities visiting the poor, elderly, making of
referral of patients to hospitals, the provision of
scholarship grants to poor student and so on.
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Youth Solicit Contributions

for the Needy
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The youth of Ompov Prey parish in the
pastoral sector of Takmao solicited funds
to help needy families in Tadaul Village,
Kandal

district in Kandal province. Last June 1, they

Ompov Prey Commune, Steung
visited 32 families of the poor and sick in
the area.

Phalla Sokchan, the head of the youth
said: “These visitations and offerings are
intended to show love for the elderly and
sick, and encourage more youth living
around the parish to share love, kindness and
what we have with the poor. From the money
collected, mostly from the youth of the
parish themselves, we were able to distribute
basic commodities. Among the recipients
were two elderly families and one where

the members were mostly sick.”
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Charity Group Mindful of

Poor Families

Five members of the Charity group of the
Holy Trinity Church located in Prey Choeung
village, Kokprich commune, Kirivong district;
Takeo province last 7™ June 2015 visited
and brought some essential commodities for
the impoverished families with the elderly.

Grandfather Sok the head of the Charity
group said that every month the group has
set a goal of carrying out the activities for
two families. Once a month the group has
initiated activities for the poor, elderly and
sick by distributing food rations, essential
necessities and the referral of patients to a
hospital.

In this month the Charity group visited the
families of 81-year-old grandfather Yen
and 86-year-old grandmother Pov, who
are living in extreme shortage and too old
to work. She was a lame because both of
limps have withered and she lives with her
50-year-old unmarried daughter inflicted
with a disease.

The 86-year-old grandmother said: “| feel
happy and excited incomparably because |
am experiencing shortage | was offered a
box of noodle, fish sauce, soy sauce, cooking
oil and sparrow juice which could help

handle my livelihood for some time.”
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in July 2015
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1Jul : Meeting with all general superior of

Viethamese congregations working
in Phnom Penh Vicariat

2 Jul : Episcopal council at Phnom Penh Thmey.

6.30pm 40" night prayers for vocation at Kirivong

3 Jul : MEP meeting

4 Jul : Monthly meeting at Champa

5 Jul : Confirmation at Ponchentong

6 Jul : Visit of Australian Mission

7 Jul : Closing mass at Major Seminary

8 Jul : Bishops and vicars meeting

10 Jul  : Carmel

11 Jul  : Graduation ceremony at saint Justin

school of Faith
10-12 Jul: Youth leaders meeting
13 Jul  :Closing ceremony at Chomkarcheang
Kindergarten.
Peace building party at Peace village

17-19 Jul: Bible seminar at Phnom Penh Thmey

19 Jul  : Graduation ceremony at Phum Chres
primary school
20 Jul  : Meeting with Saint Paul teachers

24-31 Jul: exposure trip at Manilla Philippines with
Saint Justin School of Faith
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