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YOUTH DAYS LAOS / CAMBODIA 2015
FINAL RESOLUTION (resume)

We, Youth of Laos and Cambodia, gathering from 10 to 16 August 2015 in Cambodia, we affirm that:

1. Faith

Throughout the history of our Churches and of our respective countries, our seek for God, the model
of our martyrs, we, youth of Laos and Cambodia, we want to continue our personal encounter with
Christ experience in our daily life there where we live. We want to take care of our belief in enhancing
the testimony to the youth of Laos and Cambodia. We want to build the Kingdom of God by witness-
ing to charity to all, particularly smaller to they have a place in society by proclaiming the Good News
of Christ.

2. The dialogue of cultures and identity

Through dialogue, sharing our cultures and our traditions, we, youth of Laos and Cambodia, we want
to strengthen the brotherhood between us through love and sharing, becoming bridges to better
understand each other in respect of the identity of each one.

3. ASEAN and dialogue

Through training and dialogue between the various religious traditions, especially Buddhism, we,
the youth of Laos and Cambodia, we want to be involved in construction of the common market of
ASEAN to the spiritual and human level by promoting brotherhood , peace, justice and freedom and
giving voice to the poor.

4. Actor of life in society

Through meditation of the Gospel and a deepening of the teaching of the social doctrine of the
Church, we, youth of Laos and Cambodia, we affirm the transcendent dignity of every human being
working for the common good and preservation of the Creation. We always want to live in hope,
justice, charity and harmony that come from God, the Father of all.

Wish:

- Please continue the programmes in each country and implement the project of instructions by
the youths of the two countries;

- With a good experience, we should think about the second Cambodian-Laos Youth Day. (at a
specified and proper time);

- Please continue our fraternity through the exchange of information and personal experiences
between both countries;

- Please pay attention to the development of the youths by providing a proper education in

accordance with the tenets of the Church in the future.
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Camp to Understand of Nature

“Nature, our home”. That was the theme for a
study camp organized for children in the pastoral
sector of Northern Phnom Penh. The camp was
initiated for the children to give them a better
understanding about the benefits of nature and the
ways of taking care of God’s Creation.

Fr. Bruno Cosme, the parish priest of the pastoral
sector of Northern Phnom Penh said the camp was ini-
tiated to awake the consciousness of children to par-
ticipate in preserving nature like it is their home. The
priest said: “Reflection on nature and its benefits are
in line with the appeal by Pope Francis who has sent
an epistle to the faithful of the world regarding the
environment, nature and relationship between
humans and the environment around us.”

The priest stressed: “God is the creator of all and
nature is the gift of God. Nature and the earthy are
our home rather than a house made out of wood or
stones. Nature is involved with our society and nature
is the whole earth and everything surrounding us is
all nature.”

This camp for children took place from 27 to 31
August 2015 at the capital’s Phsar Touch Parish.
Approximately 100 children from five parishes like
Phsar Touch, Kilometer 11, SenSok, Prek Taten and

Areyksat took part in this camp.
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Bishop Olivier calls the Faithful

to follow Jesus

Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh addressed the faithful at a Confirmation
ceremony by saying: “May Catholics know their roles
by following the exemplary model of Jesus in order
to make the Good News of God known to other
people.”

Bishop Olivier made this call when he confirmed
25 candidates at the Child Jesus Parish in Boeung
Tumpon, Phnom Penh. The Confirmation rite
was held on 9 August 2015 with 400 parishioners
attending.

When Confirmation is celebrated separately from
Baptism, its connection with Baptism is expressed,
among others, by the renewal of baptismal vows.
The celebration of Confirmation during the Eucharist
helps underline the unity of the sacraments of
Christian initiation. (CCC 1321)

Bishop Olivier further said: “Let us all understand
the roles of Catholics in life, namely you have to
have a sense of generosity, kindness, compassion,
forgiveness and love as God loves us. You have to
be united in God by receiving the Holy Communion,
saying your prayers and serving other people so as to
continue bearing witness of God'’s love and building
His Church on earth.”

According to one of the Confirmands, he had
known that the Holy Spirit dwells in him since he
had known the Church. He has changed from a life
of loneliness, with no courage to communicate with
other people to a friendly person and even he wants
to become a catechist. The youth added that today
he had received the Holy Spirit, thereby bringing him
joy more and more. He believes that the Holy Spirit
will give him more strength and faith to try hard to
continue the mission of a Catechist in the not-too
distant future.
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Catholics Participate in Road
Construction

The parishioners of St. Joseph’s Church in Sen Sok
(Anlungkangan) led local people to build a road for
the community | in SenSok village on the outskirts of
Phnom Penh.

Fr. Chatsirey Roeung, the parish priest, received
a small amount of money from generous people.
The priest handed over the money to Mrs. Chanthy,
the chairperson of the pastoral committee of the
parish in order to build this road. Chatsirey Roeung
said that having cooperated with the villagers in
finding funds, labour force and encouragement
brought the villagers together to construct the
116-meter long concrete road. The cost of the road
building came to USS 779. The provincial hall of
Sensok district was notified of this road building
project so that the authorities will know about the
work of the church in the area.

In 2001, the villagers and Catholics whose homes
were destroyed by fire in Bouding village and the
people were evicted and lived in the Anlungkangan
area  without adequate infrastructure like
water and electricity. Ten years later, the Cambodian
government prepared to install a utility system
needed for people who were unable to afford it in
the village. During the rainy seasons, the villagers
had difficulty in traveling from one place to another.

Fr. Chatsirey Roeung added that like Jesus
who fed the people the people with five loaves of
bread and two fish in His time so the work with a
small amount of money and the people shared all
they had leading the Church to become a sign of the
compassion of Jesus for the public.

The activities have encouraged the director of
community to apply for a budget from the state
government to build three more stretches of roads.
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A group of 400 scouts from the pastoral sector
in Takeo went on an excursion to Kep city last 31
August 2015. The trip was directed by priests and
nuns of this sector.

Mr. Phoeun Sophoan, the leader of the scouts in
ChamkarTeang said, every year the parish organ-
izes an excursion for the young scouts so that they
have a happy time together , get to know each
other and create healthy relationships with one
another especially with the leader of the group.

Phoeun Sophoan went on to say the scouts rang-
ing from ages 6 to 12 stayed in an area that the
parish has set up for such activities. The group was
set up with the aim of helping children with love,
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solidarity, personal hygiene, learning about respect
for the elderly and courage.

The activities of the scouts included a weekly
gathering in order to rehearse songs, hymns, tuition
and promote the spirit of building a good society in
the nation. Twice a year the group visits the elderly
as a caring activity.

One of the scouts Chhoeun BunThim, from
ChamkarTeang parish said that this gathering
had made for him some close friends and it has
especially taught him courage to create relationships
with teachers, the leader of the group and other
scouts.

The pastoral sector in Takeo comprises five
parishes including Prek Kabas, Chamkar Teang,
Kirivong, St. Paul and Takeo city.
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Study tour for St. Justin School Of Faith

Fifty students of St. Justin’s School of Faith
went on a study tour to the Philippines to learn to
understand the faith and way of life of the people of
the predominantly Catholic country.

St. Justin’s School of Faith is a school that was
established to teach the faithful the essentials of
Christian doctrine and is formed as disciples of Jesus.
Those who serve as ministers of catechesis are called
catechists. The school has a two-year curriculum
teaching the essence of faith, the Bible, way of life
in society according to faith and the observance of
one’s faith by ministering to other people in society
with the aim of proclaiming the Good News of God
to the others.

The exposure for the 50 students was for one
week starting from 24 to 31 July 2015. The study
tour was led by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the
bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh and
Fr. Vincent Senechal,

Bishop Olivier who is also the principal of St.
Justin’s School of Faith said that the study tour to
the Philippines was to get all the students to have
an opportunity to gain the experiences of faith and
the way faith is practiced in the country. The bishop
also said, during the study tour the students of St.
Justin’s School of Faith visited parishes in the
Philippines including a place for the rich and the
poor so that the students have a broad idea of taking
part in building the Church in Cambodia.

Mr. Sophal Phon, the organizer of the study tour
said that the program of the study tour was intended
for the students to observe and study faith, living
together, relationships, and the gesture of

NUS AN MNERSYUAINN: SAMUNYWIMAM Z0MITUA IS AMUIGAS - JUBH s DR

welcoming faithful into the church by parishioners
in the Philippines.

Sophal added that the study tour guided the
students to understand more about faith and to
allow their beliefs to grow according to the
experiences they gained in the Philippines.
Furthermore, they will have creativity when they act
as catechists and they initiate other activities on their
return to Cambodia.

Mrs. Kim Saran, a 2nd batch student
of St. Justin’s School of Faith said that this
was the first time she visited the Philippines.
The lady further said through the study
tour in the Philippines, she also obtained a
lot of experiences on the way of working
with communities, the proclamation of the
Good News of Jesus and the participation of
the Catholic community in pastoral life of the
local Church.

Saran emphasised that when she returns
to Cambodia she will share her personal experiences
obtained from parishes in the Philippines with the
local parishioners, especially the way Catholics in the
Philippines collaborate by providing their strength of
mind and heart in helping one another.

St. Justin’s School of Faith was established in
2011 with the aim of following the process of
education and formation of the faithful in the Phnom
Penh diocese. Each year the students of the school
go on a study tour to countries like Thailand, Laos,
Israel and the Philippines in order to get a new
experience of building the local Church.
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Cambodian-Laotian Youth Meet for the First Time
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Three hundred Cambodian and Laotian youth
attended the first meeting of Cambodian-Laos youth held
in Cambodia from 10th to 16th August 2015. The
meeting was organized by the Episcopal Conference of
Laos & Cambodia (CELAC) to enable the youth to learn
more about the history of the Church in the two countries,
including the stories of martyrdom in Cambodia and Laos,
as well as to understand the fraternity existing between the
two Churches.

Mr. Sophal Phon, the director of the Pastoral Office
for Youth and Children in the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh, said: “This meeting is intended to strengthen the
Catholic faith of Cambodian-Laotian youth. We have
initiated programs that included a prayer service and
Mass together, reflection on our lives with Jesus and the
revelation of our faith in line with the tenets of the Church
and in the context of the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN).”

Cambodian-Laotian Youth Day was held for a period
of one week with activities beginning in the Apostolic
Prefecture of Kampong Cham, then to the land of
martyrdom of Cambodia in TangKork, to the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh, and to the Apostolic
Prefecture of Battambang. Eighty six youths from Laos
and two hundred from Cambodia met in small groups to
share personal faith experiences. After working as a

group, the youth made their way to each parish in order
to understand more about the local Church.

After visiting regions to see a general picture of life
in Cambodia and the Church in particular, Laotian youth
Sengchanh Souvanthone understood that life is truly a
struggle and everything depends on the hands of God.
Souvanthone further said: “I am very happy to see the
Church as an instrument helping the least of little people,
especially the poor, the sick. This work shows that
God pays attention to everyone.” While a Cambodian
youth, Vy Somnang from Tutaing Church, said: “This day has
taught me a lot as | learned how fraternity could be
built among people even without the use of languages.
| experienced that what is needed is the common
language of love and of solidarity, mutual help and
forgiveness of one another.”

He further said: “Moreover, the program has
awakened a sense of love and faith in God even under the
most difficult circumstances. Thanks God because we have
martyrs as models of faith.... and it all depends on the great
love of God.”

The youth also had an opportunity to understand
the coming 2015 ASEAN Economic Community and the
relationship between Buddhism and Christianity.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the current
President of the Episcopal Conference of Laos & Cambodia
(CELAC) and the Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh, said: “This is a source of strength for our faith so that
we can witness to it wherever we are assigned to work.
| therefore thank God and | hope we continue showing
the harmony and fraternity between us - that it’s not only
Bishops that are brethren, but all of you, the faithful
who are gathered here. This is an occasion to strengthen
our faith, and there is hope forever though we face
adversity in life. But we know that we have people loving us,
encouraging us so as to continue a journey with Him and
also the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus. ”

Before concluding the meeting, Bishop Olivier

announced that the next Cambodian-Laos Youth Day will
be held in 2018 in Laos.
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Sr. Mary Tang Sovattanak
makes her Final Vow

It was a proud moment for the Religious community
of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA) when
Sr. Mary Tang Sovattanak, the first Cambodian nun, made
her Final Profession with the Vow of Chastity in the
congregation. Sr. Tang Sovattanak professed her perpetual
religious vow in front of Rt. Rev Olivier Schmitthaeusler,
the bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh on 5th
August 2015 at Phnom Penh Thmei in Phnom Penh. Also
present at this ceremony were the two Apostolic Prefects
in Cambodia, Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of Battambong
and Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures.
They were joined by priests, religious and more than one
thousand Catholic faithful who came from various parts of
the country.

Sr. Mary Tang Sovattanak aged 35, and a native of
Kampong Cham province pronounced her vows by
consecrating herself as a member of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians to live a life of poverty,
chastity and obedience and to minister for God and the
local Church as a religious for life in front of all those present.
Speaking with tears of joy, Sr. Mary Tang Sovattanak said
that she was prepared and well organized to serve God
by guiding the youths for whom she will work tirelessly.
The nun further said: “All | need to do now is to strongly
follow in the footsteps of Jesus with piety. From now on |
will dedicate my life to Jesus by serving the youth and the
poor.”

In his homily, Bishop Olivier reminded all present
that this year is dedicated to the Religious and pointed
out: “We all know that where there are Religious,
there is joy coming from God for all people.”

Bishop Olivier requested the congregation of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians to be present in many
places, especially in places where the very poor live so as to
educate them and provide them hope for the future.

The Daughters of Mary Help of Christians is a Catholic
Religious congregation whose mission is to educate
children and youth. Their mission of education ranges
from pre-school, primary school to high school and
vocational training for girls. The congregation was
established in Cambodia in 1992.

Mrs. Chhun Bunnath, the mother of Sr. Mary Tang
Sovattanak said that she would like her daughter
do everything she has promised in her vow and
hoped she will carry out her religious life faithfully.

At the end of the service, Sr. Mary Tang Sovattanak
told all youths to be courageous to respond to the calling
of God to become religious. The nun said: “Please trust
in God because God calls those He wants. What is
important is that you should be willing to answer the call.”

It must be noted that of the 20,000 Catholics in
Cambodia, there are presently only about 10 Khmer
Religious serving the local Church in the country.
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New Academic Building

The 153 square meters of a primary school building of
Jesus’ Grace was formally inaugurated last 8th August 2015.
The opening ceremony was officiated by Bishop Olivier
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh in the
presence of more than 200 faithful at St. Martin’s
Church in Kampong Chamlang (ferry), Prek Tomleap,
Kandal province’s Leuk Deuk district.

Bro. Keo Sovan of the Brothers of Mother’s Mission
said that the school was built in 1993 in order for children
who have no opportunity to receive education and
knowledge like other children. The brother continued
by saying that because the building was old and
dilapidated, it couldn’t continue the classes as it was
dangerous for the staff and children. Hence, the parish
took the initiative in re-furbishing the building on 17th
July 2014 and was completed in late 2014. Its cost came
to US$S 31,910 donated by the parishioners including
from abroad.

Bishop Olivier offered blessings for the new building
and asked God to bless those who built the school
both helpers, parents and teachers trying hard to make
children live good lives in society. Bishop Olivier
continued by saying he was convinced the school here is
an opportunity for children to know and follow in the
footsteps of Jesus and learn to understand truth. The
bishop stressed: “We need knowledge and this school is a
place for literacy and also a place to make reflections so as
to prepare for life for the present and for the future.”

Furthermore, Bishop Olivier reminded parents
and guardians to help encourage their children to
go to school and prepare them to follow Christ. He
also advised all the children to try to study hard in
order to acquire acknowledge also on their own.

Bro. KeoSovan said that in over 20 years the Church
has trained children in Khmer-language literacy
and in 2014 the Church was granted permission to
establish a primary school. Today the primary school has
two classes for first and second grade students with about
70 students. Once they complete their studies here, the
children will be sent to state-run schools for third grade
level.
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Four Youths Receive First Holy Communion

On the occasion of the feast of Mary’s assumption into
heaven, St. Michael’s Parish in Sihanouk Ville also had the
First Holy Communion service for four Catholic youth.
The service took place on 16th August 2015. About 150
parishioners attended this function.

The four youths got baptized as children whose parents
are Catholics. The youths had attended the process and
formation in the Catholic faith for nine months and a half
in order to know the essence of the faith and the mercy of
God for them and other people in line with the teachings of
the Catholic Catechism.

Communion with the Body and Blood of Christ increases
the communicant’s union with the Lord, forgives his venial
sins, and preserves him from grave sins. Since receiving this
sacrament strengthens the bonds of charity between the
communicant and Christ, it also reinforces the unity of the
Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. (CCC 1416)

Holy Communion, because by this sacrament we unite
ourselves to Christ, who makes us sharers in his Body and
Blood to form a single body. (CCC1331)

One of the Communicants, Ngyuen Yan Phoeuk spoke
to the faithful present at the ceremony by saying: “Today
| am very happy that God made me receive my first
Communion and also thank Him for leading me to know the
life of a Catholic in obedience to Him.”

In his homily, Fr. John Peng explained to the candidates
how to live in the Church of God, how to share, how to be
merciful and forgive one another as mentioned in the Bible:
When Peter asked Jesus whether forgiving someone seven
times was enough, Jesus replied, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell
you seventy-seven times.” The priest further said: “We each
as Catholics have to know the sacraments, forgiveness to
which Jesus offers the Apostles so that those who believe
Jesus are forgiven every wrong-doing.”

finiue mo



SIHANUK VILLE'S PASTORAL SECTOR 801RIASREMA{A: NS

0 &

90§ [HBBOIBHTTBRS BHBHIRI|BERMHBN

& vV

i ﬁﬂIUﬁLﬁjﬁjn B587 Ms{Minguo0
gismiyng nJ‘LUtE? AYM IR smtsv]htsimo

2

MNAESMEUA msmmmmﬁm FNg MY
fig¢ 00 N @ WO WU SARUTAI TN
IHUNAND 0NA 9

phamis:  [REUkRngERERAsaigA
2U GO0 IRMRBURIS:MSUIRAIS]h 1siak
AANIANANHYUBRTRT

o

UHN AR UM S BRI E8nis]
gAY msgiiat: " ghswdamigny
U AR AUHIALN BUAM:AYMIRUDS
ubagitiisigl pEopEiag v
HAMB: AT TRumsnsngigieny
Uh{UugRESAMSITAgMI Msunkayiy "

REAMNITHR S8 MSUARMUISH
ngmisiahgivood mStUﬁJﬁﬁHﬁLU”]LQﬁEU
RYMANUNASS MR 9 slierng
NSNS UNRATRUUIEESONA 4

UGUISIEAANIS: BSAAEMAISTEANN
AgmAaLN: mmsmmawmmmm Shann:
ngmip: pnAsSIEumSEomh Sumigupt
0 AN N BRUIUAIN N AYS RIS SAAANT
frisimuad vig)suamymanigr Shuid)s
HATA RUAIMBRSUSMO[UUNN HUTAS
MoHSWENANISIMEAS guuuGituan
siswiE)s ShnviwidsaioiEisipdunig
ao1a)s

UNYMOG. ity 2 9ﬁuﬂjﬁjﬁj‘jﬁﬁs"]ﬁLﬁiﬁﬂmiﬁﬁiUﬁLﬁi

JUHSAPTEIB I ABAM UM YHBUNBOSEESH

Ten Years of Service

Last 8th August 2015,
Congregation of St. Dominic (OP) celebrated their tenth

the Missionary Religious

anniversary of service in Cambodia at St. Michael’s Church
in Preah Sihanoukville.

On this occasion, the Missionary Religious Congregation
of St. Dominic also reminded all that this was also the 800
year anniversary of the founding of the congregation.

Sr. Salve, the Superior of the Congregation in
Cambodia said: “On behalf of all the sisters of our

congregation, | would like to thank the pastoral
committee of the parish for initiating the ceremony for our
congregation. We especially thank God for giving us
the light of vision so that the Missionary Religious
Congregation of St. Dominic can carry out our works
properly.” The sisters of this congregation arrived in
Cambodia in 2005 on a mission to help and support the
pastoral activities of the Church in Cambodia. Throughout
the country, this group has eight members ministering to
the needs of local Church.

The Missionary Religious Congregation of St. Dominic
is currently working on pastoral activities in Sihanouville,
together with parishioners and the pastoral committee
of the parish. The activities include: supervision of the
Catholic Church-run pre-schools, visiting poor families
in villages, teaching of Khmer-language and English to
children in remote areas, teaching of personal hygiene for
children in villages, participation in liturgical rites, teaching

the youth hymns and songs in church.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in September 2015
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18 Sep : Monthly meeting at Champa

20 Sep : Installation of Father Chatserey. Parish priest at Psah Tauch
and coordinator of North Phnom Penh

23-25 Sep : Forum on Charity

26-27 Sep : Scouts and youths leaders meeting

27 Sep : Festival of workers

28 Sep : Mass with Quebec missionaries.
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" #25, St.242, Boeung Prolit, 7Makara, Phnom Penh.
Website: www.catholicphnompenh.org
FP: www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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