(BERNBRBERES: MG

0y A - —
MISHHIHMA] I .
majom | J r pEmANNEiGE09-mo igigm Moood )
YEAR OF CHARITY ffupdnmsi i i
(NRU{RAGNSA{N: MINAESME oA |

s (Apologeticus, C hapter 50:Tertullian) 1

- NG RSIAN AR ORT A UIAYS
n: mmﬁﬁsmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmmmumnunniﬁﬁumnﬁnﬁj°1

smswgpm
Ansywigswim

l;lﬂﬁiiﬁ‘l[ﬂij i)
ﬁjij’qﬁﬁStimﬁmﬂﬁmﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁii}iiﬁﬁjm
M E I iﬁHSﬁijiiﬁiiﬁmmﬁZ S0 YU

bodia@gmail.com

b Spest ani)ubaafia (Postlaon mayuna
rhineoiBig)a oM £ JuTa HAUS

iz MR asE-

= ﬁ]ﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@j? muitis: Hiﬁ[lj martyrscam

U?rifliﬂ 077 800 211 /096 34 22 144 ﬁ;ﬁi—iiﬁ_ﬂﬂ!




s gy 8
¥

"B BBCHLIIC S FEBFIHIRTN
gorudmmemydusismaRmics

RISUHISMSOgITmAiam goinsimmsinsnygSussmanmii

" ngwukys wsgremam gopimesg:-
nyswismAMiRr iathnio up U@ isyunanm
faany  ndhwsagmuip:nyswmoiasmiua
n:im AppsHRagpnysw mafawmavidim Sy
{saSsayueItTRaRANNIEIW 9 1 AMIGRHYIn:HY
(SR REAG WG, . Lm:fmunhsﬁﬁJth'tu?h@Jm
Amaesignuwivaigs s  (rifwidihesguanait
neupabisihyondy  Alghakislinpbhyg  (UES
iGnlhoUmigan  SHNNYSWIsMAIMITAITNHY
mifanily  isbhAyem i siawmainmbim:
YS A NRHATIR

uhysmEgnm |

rIgOMY [Whaly md@pan
mﬁgﬁ@mhaess:mgﬁammm%m
AlMEAMNIS:OUIREIgoc o Lnfshunnjtmn
satigudstmAny  siwotisliguo  1§m
QW09 (HIshigmEapMInn:Aa  MNBUNRIEH
isfannna g

fansnandhis:iakiamen IMwiRaNNY
wwmstiyy  Shihwesagomd  peimues
nowmAIMMentmmiagwas 1dgeusagmandi
MO SRMCIUISIEoURSMSUAUINMW
iwoAneang Shiwashuiund admandipia
UNWIAN WS §UGBUNAIAMEAANIS: AN
By auioigayanbh bhApiosdasa-
maludaAsagimsing IMwEMEUgSIYEW
p:lm iwag:agunhgwuhys 1

(AR HS TR RTAES{HNY )

g

o

OUMNO®  Wo9cun  IDRINISIMERUINM
wmaam  Asigidefyl b swagapgRmnet

iR stavypusaigma ianSubhejwadagntha
ggrugnriegnmulysiugs ihwdgwmaam s
Qunt(wood) iHhmsuEISuWE RS
msiapeantn Apced osionsidhejuigihw
IwoRpenmmEnEamn 1 ghg§dis:(w099) ik

eSSBS IRNHNHMRsBSees
" PIBENHIRNEHRN KGNSS |BRIRSTES "
06 & 009¢& - 10 §EmMm 009H

JERYWEINNANARJIUASITR 9 IMwyAIE)a

ShewghiSupn:imegunsinuiigh  Sh{pgjuuAim
e gUANNANTSINGAIENM AR NYSW
wmAmMIUa{n:im 9
ishigdoo fog ubhSubngquilngmpigdma
nwmgimi  islsgaagmagingds upiea
Aisiigomg ubhSuibaquilagisipndunivg iy
) Arsligo9
gAn Wo9d fulniinguiiagis:siaSHiwAp [¥
BYWn: RN AJHATS §IgIUAR 9
snywmdimp:anassiyws ghadma gnfymh-
Swonslnighdinlgngifagis:y Saywridmuiys
gruspRiaAgMIkHY phgokueisihil §h
%gﬁnﬁmmagmfnﬂsﬁtu"m giiudaalathkia
ARy (yESuupAFsakmy) e midinuis:
mgimuaigoiu [WARY SNBHINMUAYSYIAT 6
njufs%sé'h TRSIpUUMBAN[N A ISTEMAIAM AN
afganduakumw: ilgeuiysiimumago
wighpenydwamniasym  Bhguguwivain:im
SIMuSAIYAT NOAGIMHAGOMOIR UM SM
nfsphayundi g ma@w%sm:wm@gﬁﬁ@ §ﬁ
P NURARAERAMT WA UM AR UNAYS
Bruiaedn Shghiieaitda fﬁmmj{ﬁht;mqh
gapyudtggwisamasmansg  ihyamg
isutem giosdapiafnhomaniiipnydw
TYMATMITAT{ S HY 4
NEURYSMSUATIMWINGAN2ANERH
IWHANTIUNL I

38

HAMU{N:BNABSMYHRHEMARINM

£ < ~




L gy 1
!

1 . MESSAGE FROM BISHOP OLIVIER

« We want to live this Jubilee Year in light
of the Lord’s words: Merciful like the Father. The
Evangelist reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who
says, “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful”
(Lk 6:36). It is a programme of life as demanding
as it is rich with joy and peace. Jesus's command
is directed to anyone willing to listen to his voice
(cf. Lk 6:27). In order to be capable of mercy,
therefore, we must first of all dispose ourselves to
listen to the Word of God. This means rediscover-
ing the value of silence in order to meditate on
the Word that comes to us. In this way, it will be
possible to contemplate God’s mercy and adopt
it as our lifestyle. » ( Pope Francis - MV 13)

Brothers and Sisters,

The Holy Father has invited all the Church to
live a great Jubilee Year of Mercy.

This special year will open on 8 December, the
day of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, and will close on 20 November 2016, the day
of the Solemnity of Christ the King.

Our world suffers from war, violence, hatred.
Mercy is the way that God offers us to reconcile
humanity and to live as brothers and sisters in
peace and harmony.

Our Vicariate is pleased to welcome this time
of grace to renew ourselves spiritually by reconcil-
ing us with God and with our neighbor.

Since 2014 we have been living the year of
CHARITY IN ACTION.

In the first year, the image of the Good Sa-
maritan guided us in welcoming the other as our
neighbor with compassion and attention. The sec-
ond year, the image of Jesus washing the feet of
his disciples helped us to become servants of love
in action. And this year, it is with the father wel-
coming his lost son that we will discover the highest
expression of charity: God’s mercy.

On December 10, | will open officially the Holy

PHNOM PENH VICARIATECAMBODIA
JUBILEE OF MERCY
December 8, 2015 - November 20, 2016
BE MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER

Door for the Jubilee Year at the Vicariate Pastoral
Centre in Phnom Penh Thmey, then again on De-
cember 13 at St. Joseph Parish, remembering our
Martyrs, and then on January 1st at Areyksat with
Our Lady of the Mekong.

Each Vicariate community/parish/institution
will be invited to make the pilgrimage of the Holy
Year to all three places.

Throughout the year, various events will be of-
fered (see calendar below) to allow us to live a
true interior conversion.

Following the Holy Father, | invite everyone
to prepare now for "living spiritual and corporal
works of mercy" to be signs of God’s great love
for every man and woman and especially the little
ones who are so numerous in our society.

May this year be a year of reconciliation in
our hearts, in our families, in our communities, and
in our country that is about to become part of the
common market of ASEAN.

God is lovel Let us be living signs of the God
of Mercy.

Peace and Joy,

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
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Bishop Olivier Reminds Cath-
olics to Follow Mary’s Modality

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh encouraged the
faithful to follow the example of the Virgin Mary,
the Mother of Jesus, namely: listen the Word of
God and observe it as well as go out and commu-
nicate the Good News to all people.

His Excellency said this during the anniversary
celebration of the discovery of the statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the Mekong River. The
ceremony took place on 15th November 2015 at
Areyksat Church. Approximately 1,000 Catholics
attended the service.

Bishop Olivier stressed: “Let each of you listen
to the Word of God by learn to accept everything
in this world and everything that is the wonderful
Creation of God in silence in the heart of each one
of us.” “Each of you has to obey the Word of God
that we have received in a place we live and pay
attention to prayer, according to His lordship.”

In the end, Bishop Olivier requested that each
Catholic pray for peace for Cambodia and the en-
tire world through the Virgin Mary of the Mekong
River.

On that occasion, Bishop Olivier announced that
he will do the needful to have the Queen of Peace
church in Areyksat currently located on a small is-
land in front of the Chetomok River in Phnom Penh
to another location in Areyksat. It is a where wider
to welcome brothers and sisters, which will enable
people from far and near to have a place to stay
during pilgrimages. It should be a place for the
faithful to meet in order to reflect on Mary’s life, to
hold seminars, make retreats and to have a proper
place for worship. Therefore, this was an opportu-
nity to help our Church grow by faith.
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Expression of Compassion

The Charity group headed by Fr. Arango Za-
pata Fernando visited four sick and elderly fami-
lies who are in need located in Kok Prech com-
mune, Takeo province’s Kirivong district.

This was carried out on Monday, 9th November
2015.

Fr. Fernando, the parish priest of the Holy Trin-
ity Church in the district said that the visitation of
the sick and elderly families who needed help
was also to help with warm encouragement and
strength. This is a good way to enable the Church
to take experiences in life in fraternity by experi-
encing love and joy from them. The priest continued
by saying: “These factors are what Jesus always
teaches us to practice every day in our lives. In life
we have to know about each other’s joys and suf-
ferings and reach out to people in order to know
their own The priest further said: “l offered you all
encouraging words to have courage to do good
deeds and do the Will of God with joy and love. |
am convinced that God would bestow rewards on
you. May God have mercy on you and give you His
and blessings every day.”
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Samuel Group Learns to

Understand Religious Life

More than forty young women from parishes
in Cambodia gathered to learn to understand reli-
gious life at the church of Saints Paul and Peter in
Phnom Penh Thmei. The gathering was coordinated
by Sisters Anne Marie and Sudathip Charanpanit
of the Congregation of Sisters of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. Rt. Rev.Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom also attended
the meeting as the speaker.

At the two-day gathering from 7 and 8 No-
vember 2015, Sister Sodathip said that the meet-
ing was held to get the youths understand the way
of life of religious as well as to learn to under-
stand each phase in order to discover their call in
religious life. The nun further said: “For those who
have taken interest and intended to take the veil,
please participate in the Samuel and Emmanuel
groups to learn to understand the way of sacri-
ficed one’s life for God and for the passing on of
the Catholic faith by living a religious life.”

On the occasion, Bishop Olivier urged the
young women participating to pay attention to
learning to understand about values and life as
religious. His Excellency said that life as religious is
absolute humble, love God, be honest and candid
as well as trust God, etc.

Bishop Olivier also shared experiences and
gave instructions to help in reflecting on religious
life in accordance with the tenets of the Church.

The Samuel Group is a group of the Catholic
Church with name adopted after a young boy ap-
peared in the passage of the Old Testament. The
young boy heard the voices of God calling him.
Presently Over ten young women are consecrating
their lives to God by responding to the calling of
God.
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Song Contest

A song contest of the Northern Phnom Penh pastoral
sector was held on the evening of Saturday 21st No-
vember 2015. The contest consisted of songs for Praise
and Worship and was held at the Child Jesus parish in
Boeung Tumpon district. More than 200 people wit-
nessed the event which was judged by both local and
foreign judges.

Fr. Vincent Senechal, the parish priest of the North-
ern Phnom Penh pastoral sector said that this was the
first time the parish organised the contest, together with
Bro. Vin after realizing that the many choirs in the vari-
ous parishes in the diocese had good talent. These choirs
have done their best for these past several years to help
parishioners praise the Lord during worship services es-
pecially at Holy Mass.

The rules governing the contest were laid down for
the participants by the Northern Phnom Penh pastoral
sector who also chose the hymns, which are of a Praise
and worship nature and some were original songs which
had to be sung in the Khmer Language.

Mr. Chan Sao, a representative of Boeung
Tumpon parish pointed out such an event will be instru-
mental in allowing the various parishes contesting to
show off their talents and hopefully this will also give
them the incentive to improve themselves and to com-
pose new songs for church use.

The judges were Mr. Deth, a teacher at the Inter-
national University and a modern melody composer, Fr.
Damien, a musician from South Korea, Mrs. Vaco, a pro-
fessional pianist from Japan and Fr. Sunday.
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Major Seminary Opens for
New Academic Year and re-
ceives Three New Students

The Catholic Major Seminary of St. Jean Marie Vian-
ney in Phnom Penh received three new students on 21st
October 2015 as the new academic year opened. The Ma-
jor Seminary is a training ground for Catholic youths who
intend to consecrate themselves to serving God as priests
living a celibate life and dedicate their lives for the Church.

In this case the permission was sought from Bishop
Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom
Penh. Of the three youths two came from the pastoral
sector of Northern Phnom Penh and the other from the
pastoral sector of the Mekong river district.

One of the new intakes, Vy Samnang said that he had
reflected for over seven years on a priestly life. He decided
to enter the seminary because he found that the Church
in Cambodia needs more local priests. He hoped to re-
ceive an intimate experience with Jesus and communi-
cate the Good News of Jesus to other people.

In his homily Bishop Olivier spoke to all the students
by saying: "The Major Seminary is also a place to be
educated on Jesus" life leading to ministers of the Father
and of brothers and sisters. It is a place to live under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit enlightening us to say prayers,
study and when we have life in groups so that our lives,
minds and hearts are in accord with the teaching of Jesus
as a good shepherd and the minister, who experienced a
lot of sufferings.

Presently Cambodia has more than 150 missionaries
including local priests performing the works of proclaiming
the gospel and celebrating the Eucharist and administer-
ing the Sacraments. There are now a total of seven local

priests.
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Kampot Church
Joins in Khmer Tradi-

tional Celebrations
Phnom BoKor

As part of Khmer society with a pop-
lation of 15 million people, the Kampot
Church within the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh joined in the celebration of the
Khmer traditional celebrations.

The celebration was held on 11th October
2015 on the Bokor mountain, a giant sanctuary of
the Catholic Church in Cambodia. The faithful and
catechumens estimated at 250 attended the rite
focusing on remembering those who have passed
on and prayed for their souls so that they will dwell
with our Father in Heaven.

Gianluca Tavola, the parish priest of the pas-
toral sector of Kampot-Kep Churches said that the
celebration was also aimed at making the Catho-
lics express their love and relationship with God.

The priest also said that another important es-

sence of this event was to help inspire the par-
ticipants to understand the significance of God’s
mercy.




finioue mo CORGMNJE - VICARIATE

o

“’f" n:NAYSMEUARSMARING  JuRmI
Bygwmiun it steh
ynsAgihwidnida T:An0uasSw  Iswasm
iAtUkiNG  IBUMSHAGNIEGSSWMONA
phIw cWL 9AgiHA nm:mmﬁes’gim My
BMSISIUAY AN N AYSHIW IR U]
We RUVeE grnghiel

=
s
2
=

=
=
=
2-
<
wn

=
S
((ay
Qe
g
3
=2
Z
5

§quaﬁ G AT @Jtmﬁmﬁﬂiﬁf[}iﬁﬁfﬁ§ﬁ y
INARADNIY  NSENNBNIGIARIUTAT S AIRHE

gintudaala  IRwusigmsiiagiuthywin:-
e AnssSwh hEpmMInagIvaIN:-
TR 4

o rd

ﬁSfCUijUD’ﬁ JHiTg 1ONA

ByR SIw YU S untwh

v

INAHA D UUAIAT MIRY[I§Y

Q
-
cZ? p

S
ts:msﬁgquwg stindifiarsama ilgpfimy
W mﬁﬁmﬁtsjw UmA Shvs
unmugigwigsEnineg nne ij)s MSUS
B peRams @wagjtﬁimazmwnhﬁ i1
wpewe Shamnuiiunsianiuynw gﬁ
NEHIN MNP TR HRISINGWE (AU
IHIREE!
AYTRURSAGIURIN N AYSASMAAINMIS:

a

BAUTAISAQMIGYGS WA MEEAG jusa : ;yiTe  msiSimIJang g WS iAW




VICARIATE - ESRgMNgE

wiiumiunmwuitsted  Sinnnjuiay-

HAERTIER! s

Reflecting on the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation
during Pilgrimage

The Pastoral Office for Youth and Children
under the auspices of the Apostolic Vicariate of

Phnom Penh, orga-

nized a pilgrimage L2 1
from 24 to 25th Oc- ;-".S e
tober 2015. This pil- '

grimage was carried

out on foot to reflect
on the meaning of the
Sacrament of Recon-
About 230
parishioners took part

ciliation.

in this pilgrimage from
Phlov Church
along the Mekong Riv-

Trey

er, to Areyksat Church
covering a distance of
21 Kilometers. During
the two-day pilgrimage, all pilgrims received in-
structions on the Sacrament of Penance from Bish-
op Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the Apostolic Vicar of
Phnom Penh.

His Excellency instructed all the parishioners by

ASYRSIHUATIAMINN: IMENTS 91gHTAY JUTH ¢ AJTg

saying: “We are sinful persons and sometimes we
walk the wrong way but God is compassionate and
is willing to give each of us time do Penance for our
sins. The bishop invited them to conversion which
can lead them to a new life with God. It means be-
ing close friends with Jesus.”

During the pilgrimage, some of the participants
walked silently in reflection while others recited the
Rosary in prayer and begged God to forgive their
sins.

One of the Pilgrims, Sok Thoeun said that this
was a sign in the course of his life in order for
him to fol-
low Jesus.
The
ney  was
difficult
with some

jour-

problems
and  was
also tir-
ing. “God
helped me
walk for-
ward with
faith in
Jesus and |
thank God

for being with me all through the The activity of the

pilgrimage is initiated by the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh every year. This was the 6 time the
Pastoral Office for Youth and Children initiated it.
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Church Holds Seminar for
Catechists

Catechists from the three dioceses in Cambodia
gathered for a period of three days to participate in a
seminar on Catechesis at the church of Saints Paul and
Peter in the pastoral sector of Phnom Penh Thmei from
the 29th to 31st October 2015 . The seminar was fa-
cilitated by Rt. Rev.Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, Msgr.

Enrique Figaredo of Battambong Prefecture and
Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefecture All cat-
echists joined together to reflect on liturgical services in
order to help strengthen and promote the Catholic faith
for the sake of catechumens under the care.

On the first day of the seminar, the Local Ordinary
of Kampong Cham Prefecture explained small rites as
the light and source of life by saying: “Services that
we have celebrated in Holy Mass consists of ash, fire,
candles paintings, decorated sculptures on church build-
ings are attributed to the faithful who have tried hard to
learn and do with all their strength of mind and heart to
make a sacrificial offering to God.”

The next day, the participants from Battambong
Prefecture helped in the workshop by initiating inputs
that are more about functions by disseminating the Cath-
olic faith to the catechumens and understanding of the
services to help appreciate the liturgy. It also encour-
aged participants to take active part in the liturgical
services which in turn will be taught to students, villagers
and the catechumens the various aspects of the Liturgy
in all parishes.

Msgr. Enrique Figaredo said that the seminar is an
opportunity to provide explanation of the significance of
the rites and activities that nourish the faith
by helping the catechists with strength and
spirit to move forward. He further said this
was a program that help the catechists to
be more close to the Church, strengthen
their faith and encourage them to live a life
of intfimacy with Jesus with prayer, medita-
tion and expression of kindness etc.

On this occasion, Bishop Olivier shared
with all the catechists the way of preparing
liturgical services and the purpose of the
catechumens’ faith journey. His excellency
said that the role of the instructors of the
faith is to testify the faith and encourage
the catechumens to learn to understand the
World of God and Jesus.
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St. Francis of Assisi High
School Receives Recogni-
tion

Rev.Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh and also the founder of the
high school said on 1st November 2015 on the occasion
of the opening of the 2015-16 new academic year that
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport recognized
St. Francis of Assisi High School as schools of general
knowledge and private technique. The high school re-
ceives students and provides education on an agricultural
skill, whose diploma is equivalent. Doctor Chan Sarun,
the senior minister attended the opening ceremony for the
new academic year.

Bishop Olivier said: "This is the vision of St. Francis of
Assisi high school since the year of 2003. So the school
waited on the ministry to recognize. Now the ministry al-
lowed us to put it into practice.”

His Excellency further said for the year of 2015-16 thir-
ty students enrolled in the school to an agricultural skill.
According to the school curriculum, the students have to
study for a period of three years. The curriculum is avail-
able for 22 hours for an agricultural skill and 14 hours for
general knowledge a week. They will take for diploma at
the end of the third year. Therefore they will acquire clear
skills to land a job.

General knowledge and private techniques of the
Catholic Church-run St. Francis of Assisi high school
was established in 2003. Today the high school teaches
grades 6 and 12. In the year of 2014-15, there are a total
of 244 students.

The results of the primary school test achieved 100
per cent. 80% of Students of the High School passed the
Grade 12 national Exam this year. Two of them managed
grade A. In the year of 2015-16, there are 292 students, of
whom 30 students study for agricultural technigues.
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Ordination of Bro. Se Sat
as Deacon

Some 1,000 Catholics turned up on the 14th “November
2015 to attend the ordination ceremony to the diaconate of
Bro. Stephen Se Sat at the Holy Family church in Neak Loeun
Parish. The ordination rite was officiated by Rt. Rev.Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh. Joining him at this celebration were the two Apostolic Pre-
fects, Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of Battambong and Msgr. Anto-
nysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures, together with nuns and
priests.

Witnessed by the congregation of Catholics present, Fr.
Bob Piche, the rector of the Catholic Major Seminary of St. Jean
Marie Vianney, requested the ordaining Bishop, according to
the prescribed rite to ordain Bro. Stephen Se Sat as a deacon.
The rector emphasized that the candidate was truly qualified
and ready to become a deacon.

In the presence of the congregation, Bishop Olivier invited
Bro. Stephen Se Sat to appear in front and make his presence
known. This was followed by the diaconate ordination ceremo-
ny. In order to be ordained a deacon, the candidate has to
make his vow of obedience before the Bishop. Then a stole is
invested over one of his shoulders which is crossed sideways

across his chest reaching the side of his waist on one side. This is
followed by the investing of the Dalmatic, which is the liturgical
vestment for a deacon. Bro. Stephen Se Sat pronounced his vow
of obedience to the bishop by promising to fulfill his duties with
compassion and humility, preaching the faith of the Church and
living by the example of Christ.

All of these are the signs of the profession of the Word of
God and faith in His Word and live out the teaching of Jesus.

The diaconate ordination is the final step before the ordi-
nation to the priesthood. A deacon has a duty to minister the
Church, whose role is to serve in liturgical services and proclaim
the Gospel, administrating of Sacraments of Baptism, matri-
mony, anointing of the sick and distributing Holy Communion.

Bishop Olivier said at the ceremony the life of a deacon
is to serve in the Eucharistic Mass and in his own life by show-
ing the modality of Jesus. His lordship instructed the newly or-
dained and all brethren to maintain the appeal of God by
being awakened in consciousness to listen to divine voices, es-
pecially the youth. Bishop Olivier also called on all the faithful
in Cambodia to pay attention to being prayerful, and encour-
aging the youth to consider a vocation to become either priests
or religious.

Deacon Stephen Se Sat said: “For myself | wanted to be
like the Virgin Mary and conceive His Word, namely the proc-
lamation of the Gospel, the passing on of beliefs and particu-
larly bring His holiness to brothers and sisters. The Gifts | have
received in the past came from God though somewhat difficult
and confused, | trust in God.”

After the ceremony, Msgr.Antony Samy of the Apostolic
Prefecture of Kampong Cham officially announced that deacon
Stephen Se Sat would have to carry out his Pastoral task as
deacon in the Kampong Cham diocese at Neak Loeung Parish
for a period of one year until his priestly ordination.

It should also be pointed out that in the year 2014-15,
the Catholic Church in Cambodia is proud that it has three more
Cambodian priests, namely: Frs. Phan Borei, Moung Ros and
Sok Na. Presently Cambodia has more than 150 missionar-
ies including local priests performing the works of proclaim-
ing the gospel and celebrating the Eucharist and administering
the Sacraments. Of them there are now a total of seven local
priests.
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Retreat on Family
Life

Fifty couples came together to understand the
true meaning of family life during a retreat for
married couples from 26th to 27th August, 2015,
at the parish of St. Michael. The retreat was led by
local nuns and priests.

Mr. Pholits, a teacher of literacy in Romeas
Ngeab, said: “My married life is truly weak.” And
having participated in this gathering and having
listened to the exhortation of priests, | am really
awakened.” Before this, his wife also had not truly
understood the value of family life, but now she
understands its true value and promises to fol-
low what she had learnt in this retreat. Mr. Pholit
recalled a biblical phrase “You have to forgive
someone seventy-seven times”, which he will try
and apply in his life after this experience.

The ten couples included Catholics and Bud-
dhists, who have been married anywhere from
eight to more than forty years. During the two-day
experience, the local priests helped give expla-
nation and advice on the value of marriage and
couples’ lives in order that they might understand
clearly and live a life of true happiness.

Having gone through this experience, the ten
couples renewed their marriage vows in church
before Fr. Un Son. This was the first time such an
activity was carried out for married couples at St.
Michael’s Parish.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER,
MEP Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in December
2015

2 Dec  : 44th Night of Prayer for Vocation — Saint Joseph Parish — 6.30pm
3 Dec : St Francis Xavier Feast at Champa + Songs Contest
5pm PIME and MC sisters 25th Anniversary
4 Dec : Meeting at CSC
5 Dec  : Preparation for World Youth Days — Krakow 2016
6 Dec  : Holy Mass at Kong Noye Claire Amitié
8 Dec  : 9 am Vows of Sisters Sokha and Marie Vy — PP Thmey
9 Dec : 8.30 am All priests recollection (PP Thmey)
2.00 pm: Tribunal Martyrs (PP Thmey)
10 Dec : 9am: Opening Eucharist for the Jubilee of MERCY. PP Thmey
11 Dec : MEP meeting
12 Dec : 9am Final vows of Sister Teresita — Providence — Boeung Toumpun
13 Dec : 8 am Saint Joseph — Martyrs
4pm Christmas of Catholic Students — PP Thmey
15 Dec : am meeting at Peace Village, pm: Opening of Academic Year at
Saint Paul with Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of
Education Youths and Sports
16 Dec : Christmas — MC sisters Cham Chaov/ Students Center 6:30pm
17 Dec : Mission Council
18 Dec : Christmas for all diocesan offices (from 2.30pm at PP Thmey)
19 Dec : Christmas — MC sisters Monivong (6:30am)
pm Christmas PP Thmey with chidren and poor families
20 Dec : Holy Eucharist at Boeung Toumpun and Christmas lunch with
Children — Sant. Egidio
21 Dec : Kindergarten Christmas — Takeo
3 pm Christmas for poor people at Saint Paul
5 pm Christmas party with students
22 Dec : Prison at Sihanoukville, pm: Christmas at Saint Francis High school
23 Dec : Christmas at Major Seminary
24 Dec : Christmas Mass at Saint Joseph
25 Dec : Christmas at Takeo
26 Dec : Contest of Kite — Takeo
27 Dec : Christmas for Children and Poor families
28 Dec : Prison of Takeo
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