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EUNERAL OEBISHOP
EMILE DESTOMBES; MEP

"We stay here, whatever happens."

Brothers and Sisters,

These are the words that Father Emile wrote to his old-
er brother Louis on 8 April 1975, just days before the fall of
Phnom Penh to the Khmer Rouge. The rocket fire was intensify-
ing, almost all the foreigners were departing, and the staff of
international aid organizations were leaving the country.....

Father Emile was there, among the people who adopted
him and whom he had generously served since 1964 when he
was sent by the Paris Foreign Missions Society.

"We stay here, whatever happens" is not an empty phrase
when the bombs are falling every day. And when the Easter
season approached, Father Emile added, "It is good to refer to
the Lord who gave himself for us, that we might have life and
in abundance."

1. A life given to the Lord and humanity in service and
prayer!

"Father, | abandon myself to you, do with me what you
will. Whatever you do to me, thank you, I'm ready for anything;
| accept ... " It is the prayer of Father Charles de Foucault that
Bishop Emile loved to pray every day.

Bishop Emile’s life of prayer was the source of his life of
service.

In the last weeks of his life when his health was deteriorat-
ing slowly, there was only prayer that concerned him: celebrat-
ing Mass, praying the rosary and the office ... and on his bed,
he always opened his arms in prayer giving thanks and offering
his life again and again.

What a wonderful sign of the life he offered, which ended
with the celebration of the Eucharist ... His last word was: YES!
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when asked if he wanted to receive communion. And the last
words he heard when he was conscious were "Emile, Jesus is
with you now...."

The gift of his life as a priest, the gift of his life as a bishop
and pastor was completed in the gift of the supreme sacrifice of
Christ so that we might have life in abundance.

This "yes" is the echo of that first "yes" at his baptism, on the
same day he was born, August 15, the Feast of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary.

As he breathed his last, we prayed the Sorrowful Mysteries
of the Rosary. We prayed “and Jesus gave up his spirit,” and
Bishop Emile was at peace and died with Mary at the foot of
his bed.

Brothers and sisters,

This morning, we give thanks for Bishop Emile’s life given in
prayer and his life of service to Cambodia and his Church with
joy and humor ... "Seigneur je te I'offre mais je n'y prends pas
go0t" he said so often when an event had upset him.

Service for Monsignor Emile meant welcoming whoever
came to visit him at any hour of the day, it meant to celebrate
the Eucharist and visit the communities, it meant just being with
people and loving them for what they are, it meant enabling the
poor to walk the path of life and dignity, it meant encouraging
and helping everyone to grow according to his ability.

Service for Bishop Emile was to live every day the words
that, as he liked to say, summed up the whole Bible: GOD IS
LOVE.

Bishop Emile, you died on the feast of Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas who used to say—and it could have been your motto—
"God is so simple ..."

Yes, Bishop Emile, this morning you say again: "LOVE be-
cause God is Love, SERVE as Jesus served. You encourage us
to open our hands to give thanks and welcome God's love so
that our hands may turn to service of our brothers and sisters,
without cost, in the joy of giving life."

2. A life in confidence and trust, all is yours!

Bishop Emile, on the eve of his Episcopal ordination wrote
to his dear family, "Lord, you took me by the hand. With You, |
go to the end of the road. "

And he added with humor: "The way of the Lord is not
like the beautiful highways of France where everything is well
marked and orderly. The way of the Lord is rather like Cam-
bodia's roads with their ruts or their broken bridges and where
every journey is an adventure."

This unshakable confidence helped Bishop Emile to be there
to the end in 1975 and, after a time in Brazil, to return to Cam-
bodia in 1989 with Bishop Ramousse and celebrate the Mass of
the Resurrection in the Chenla Theater on 14 April 1990—by
the light of the Paschal Candle when the electricity failed, a
sign of the Hope that God gives to those who trust him.

This trust in God and in humanity, Bishop Emile received
from his family: 17 siblings and especially his beloved parents.
His dear parents lived by agriculture, people of the earth who

knew to trust in God, master of the harvest.

In his last homily Saturday, 17 January, at the hospital, he
said "Have faith in Jesus. Have strength of heart and mind."
That summarizes so well his living trust in God when he expe-
rienced the Lord pressing strongly upon him in difficult events.

When Bishop Emile returned in 1989, he had this strength
of heart and mind to gather the little flock, the small remnant,
and to start rebuilding the Church with Bishop Yves. We share
communion with this reborn church today.

As bishop and shepherd amid his flock, he had a heart to
allow the Church to take root on Cambodian soil by helping
the "small remnants" live the Acts of the Apostles: they prayed,
they listened to the teaching of the apostles, and they had ev-
erything in common. Each community was asked to organize the
liturgy, the catechesis, and charity work.

Then Bishop Emile called this "remnant” to become mission-
ary.

Bishop Emile, thank you for sending me to Kampot and
Takeo with Father Ly. At Choumkiri with Ming An and Chomka-
cheang with Krou Cheang, the Vicariate of Phnom Penh Church
became a missionary Church in the manner of Saint Paul. Going
from village to village, the Word was proclaimed to the poor
and the blind have seen and the lame walked.

Bishop Emile, your trust in God, in people, in your priests,
allowed you to give a lot of "green lights" to the student hostel,
CSC, the health center, Caritas Cambodia, Saint Francis, Saint
Paul Institute, the kindergarten program in the Vicariate, the lit-
eracy program for Vietnamese children, the inculturation of the
liturgy, the arrival of many congregations, the purchase of land,
starting new communities, the construction of many chapels...
Each of us will remember “the green light” that we ourselves
received!

Today, your humble successor and all your flock, gather in
the field that you have sown! Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

This morning, the people of God are gathered around their
former pastor who has served and loved so much, to say thanks
and goodbye.

This morning, the Church of Heaven opens its doors to wel-
come you. Awaiting you are your dear parents and especially
those who lost their lives during the dark years of the history of
our country, your country.

This morning, it is your dear fellows, the martyrs of Cam-
bodia, Bishop Salas and all his companions who take your hand
so that together you can continue to pray for all of us gathered
here and throughout Cambodia.

"| trust in the Lord's hand and count on your prayers to go
to the end of the road. "

Thursday at 12.30 PM, you got to the end of the road...

Today we your people ask for that also. Bishop Emile, pray
for us that we also may reach the end of the road.

Blessed are the pure in heart, they shall see God!
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Chrism Mass and Renewal
of Commitment

The ordinaries and priests of the Vicariate and
the 2 prefectures in Cambodia came together on
the 16th March 2016 to participate at the Chrism
Mass and renew their vows. Some 1,000 Catholics
attended the service at Phnom Penh Thmei, Sen Sok
district, Phnom Penh.

The consecration of chrism is carried out ev-
ery year before the Holy Week. Deacon Se sat
announced the meaning of three types of chrism
carried in a procession to be consecrated and
considered as the symbol of the Holy Spirit, which
is the special gift of God. Chrism consists of Olive
oil mixed with fragrant balsam which is then con-
secrated. These consecrated oils are used for Bap-
tism, Confirmation, Holy Orders and the dedication

of churches and altars.

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the

Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh consecrated
the oils in a special ceremony with the appropri-
ate words of consecration bearing in mind that the
sacraments will be the fulfillment of Jesus’ mission
to save mankind. Local ordinaries and priests laid
their hands on the chrism and asked God to make
them holy for the good of the faithful showing the
mercy of God.

Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of the Apostolic Pre-
fecture of Battambang said: “Chrism is a symbol
for us to receive the Power of the Holy Spirit and
this chrism is of great importance because it is a
way in which the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts
so that we have strength in the Spirit of God.”

Msgr. Antonysamy Susairaj of the Apostolic
Prefecture of Kampong Cham said that Catho-
lics have to understand clearly the meaning of
the three types of chrism, one of which is used to
anoint the sick for strength and courage.

The Chrism Mass is also an occasion when all
the priests make a renewal of commitment as
anointed ministers to uphold their vow of poverty,
chastity and obedience.

Bishop Olivier stressed that all the priests have
a role in serving the Church in Cambodia. “All of
you must recollect your renewal of commitment as
ministers of the Church because we all are crucial
instruments of God to preach the Gospel.” Please
look at Jesus as the exemplary model and you
have to think of how to minister in order to help
those who experience sufferings. Be reminded that
this is an extraordinary year the Jubilee Year of
Mercy and may all of us remember to be merciful
just as the Father in Heaven is merciful,”

More than 70 priests including missionaries,
religious and diocesan priests participated in this
annual service. The Chrism Mass expresses the
fullness of the bishop’s priesthood and shows the
unity of priests in his diocese. The liturgy includes a
renewal of commitment to priestly service. Chrism
marks our total belonging to Christ, our sharing in

His mission.
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Kampong Som Church
Shows LLove

On the occasion of 14™ February 2016 Valentine’s Day,
the whole world marked Valentine’s Day to show love for one
another. It was a special occasion to show compassion and for-
giveness for each other. The pastoral sector in Kampong Church
also celebrated this day in keeping with the theme the Church in
Cambodia, which has declared this year as the Year of Charity.
Since then, the Church has carried out the works of charity all
most everywhere.

On 16 February 2016, Treng Trayeng Church initiated a
program to gather children in the literacy class and their par-
ents in Trapaing Mres. The program was led by Sister Marcelina
Zarzaua of the Missionary Religious of St. Dominic (OP).

“At the gathering the nun instructed and reminded about
love we have in our heart. Let’s show love for one another,
namely: a child loves his parents because they have tried hard
to raise us from infancy to the maturation of character to be-
come good persons. Love our neighbor because when we love
each other, it leads us to have peace and good relationships,
help each other like brothers and sisters.”

Having listened to the nun’s instructions made her under-
stand more clearly about love in family and society, she added.
She was determined to take home such love to practice in order
to become a family of happiness and also a model for other
families. Furthermore she will continue her love for the neighbor,
especially for people who are miserable than her by visiting
them and sharing personal experiences of love.

It should also be pointed out that the gathering was not
only held at Treng Trayeng Church but also at almost every-
where in the pastoral sector of the whole Kampong parish, in
particular at remote areas where there are literacy classes run
by the Catholic Church.
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Lenten Retreat

three hundred parishioners of Kampot pastoral sector
gathered to make a retreat during the season of Lent at St.
Joseph Church in Kampot province’s Chumkiri. The retreat was
led by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The 28 February 2016 retreat was
to focus mainly on the reflection on the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
At the retreat, Bishop Olivier cited a few passages to help the
participants contemplate the mercy of God. Bishop Olivier said:
“God gave us and asked us to continue to share joy with other
people, don’t be disoriented, forgive and show love for persons

around us. During the forty-day season of Lent, the Church in-

vites us to practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.”

According to Bishop Olivier, the corporal works of mercy
include, feeding the hungry, giving a drink to the thirsty, clothing
the naked, welcoming refugees, visiting the sick, the imprisoned,
and bury the dead. The spiritual works of mercy include, counsel
those people who need help, instruct those who do not know Je-
sus and refuse to accept Him, admonish wrongdoers, encourage
those in misery, forgive those who hurt us, be patient with those
who wrong us, pray for the souls of the living and the dead.

His Excellency also invited and instructed the participants
to stay silent and look at Jesus and pray by asking God with
open eyes to see the suffering of people around them.

It should also be noted that the pastoral sector of Kampot
Church has four parishes: Chumkiri, Kampot, Koh Sla and Prek
Prosh.
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| msggmﬁﬁﬁmsgmtsz NG meHﬁNﬁﬂLﬁHﬁ at St. Joseph’s church in Phsar Touch, Phnom Penh. The
oo - :' v = ! candidates were called at ceremony before Rt. Rev. Ol-
] gﬁmigi_{HﬂJUgﬁ 15091887%3%@218: 1 ivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate
e Gas  of Phnom Penh. Some 1,000 Catholics attended the ser-
. vice on 14 February 2016.

Ul

A representative of the parish testified by saying
he had seen the 103 catechumens grow in their faith in

‘1 mens @ m Baptised m m terms of engaging in pastoral and social activities alike.

So he had requested that Bishop Oliver accept the can-

Je The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh solemnly didates in a solemn ceremony.

called 103 candidates from 8 parishes of its diocese in His Excellency said the 103 candidates had reached

1)
o preparation for Baptism during the coming Easter Vigil the second step. This means that these brothers and sis-

ters are willing to commend their lives to God. They know

that they had received a special gift —the faith in God,

hope and love coming from God. Bishop Olivier contin-
ved by saying these brothers and sisters were willing to
choose new life and abandon their past life by following
Jesus and together with Him serve other people.

Addressing the candidates and Catholics gathered
at the ceremony, Bishop Olivier said: “Today we have
chosen God, the choice of life from God. It means God
chose us and we know God gives us everything we need @
like the Creed we have recited —trust in God.”

Bishop Oliver recalled the way the late Bishop Emer-
itus Emile Destombes had trusted God till the end of his
life to set an example for the faithful to follow. Tum Rithy,
a candidate from the pastoral sector in Southern Phnom
Penh said: “Having known the Church and then having
got involved in pastoral activities, | find the Church helps
people in need, widowed women, and especially the
sick, which interest me much.” Rithy stressed that when
he becomes a Catholic he will have more involved in
the Church by assisting the poor and helping encourage
them to live a life of renewed hope.

“Before knowing the Church, | never paid attending
to other people. | knew only myself but later when |
knew the Church and received the education of its teach-
ings, it made me share love and what we have with one
another. Even though it is little, it is the heart we have,”
said the candidate.

The solemn calling service to the sacrament of bap-
tism or the second step is a service in the tradition of
the Catholic Church that celebrates the first week of the
Lenten season and it is an occasion for the candidates to

have the time to purify their hearts in order to receive
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Emergency/Rescue Effort

A Commission on humanitarian aid was set up to
urgently help fire victims in Toul Roka village, Sangkat
ChakAngreKrom, Phnom Penh. The effort was headed by
Caritas Cambodia at a meeting, which discussed mecha-
nisms to deliver aid to the victims.

The meeting took place on 11thFebruary 2016 at
the headquarters of Caritas Cambodia under the lead-
ership of Mr. Kim Rattana, the Executive director. The
commission comprises the members of Caritas Cambo-
dia, tasked with coping with the disaster and the repre-
sentatives of the Catholic Church in Southern Phnom Penh
headed by Fr. Vincent Senechal. The meeting discussed
the mechanisms for finding an immediate solution for the
fire victims with long, medium and short term measures.
Caritas Cambodia plays a crucial role in coordinating
this project.

With regard to the emergency and immediate aid,
the Catholic Church and Caritas Cambodia helped out
the victims with staple food, tents, mats, nets, blankets,
clean water and electricity connections. The effort also
provided psychological counseling for the victim. The
next step the commission is considering is on personal
hygiene, toilet and bathroom facilities, cleaning up the
burned houses, renting a place for the children’s studies
that were mainly from St. Mary kindergarten, which was
also consumed by the fire. In the long run, the commis-
sion thinks about building shelters for the poorest people
and continuing with an educational program that was in
existence in the village.

The Catholic Church of Southern Phnom Penh started
collecting money from generous people and Catholic
communities. Donations are welcome in cash and kind
with the intention of building school buildings for the
children who have become victims of this tragedy.

All the victims are now sheltered in temporary shel-
ters and were provided with food, water and electricity

supply.
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Bishop’s Body Laid to
Rest in Stupa
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now on | will continue everything Bishop Emil had
initiated and build the local church and also gather
the harvest from the seeds Bishop Emile had sowed.”

Bishop Olivier continued by saying, “ Now |
thank him for being a pioneer and a good priest
and bishop for all that he had done for the church,
especially the people of Cambodia.”

During the funeral, Mrs. ChhmarYoubrakat, the
person who looked after Bishop Emeritus Emile

Destombes said, “First and foremost, | want to thank

0o
iz

God for providing me an opportunity to take care

a: &)

of Bishop EmWile.” Her personal experiences of
having stayed with Bishop Emile gave her much un-
derstanding on life by his character, patience and
spirituality because everyday she goes for Mass
celebrated by the late bishop. All of these are a =
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“Whatever happened | will never ever leave
Cambodia,” this was the statement by the late Emile
Destombes, the former Bishop of the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Phnom Penh. He had often made this
statement when he was alive.

Bishop Emeritus Emile Destombes passed away
at the age of 81 at his residency in Cambodia. He
was a French national. The news of his death came
as a shock for the faithful in the country because he
had served the Catholic Church well in Cambodia.

At the funeral of the late Bishop Emile Destom-
bes, Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh in his eulogy said,
“Today was the last day for Bishop Emile Destom-
bes, in which we all will be with the late bishop as
he now goes to live with God in heaven.”

“Since | arrived in Cambodia for the first time,
| had lived under the guidance of Bishop Emile
Destombes. | had always heard of Bishop Emil’s
voice in prayer saying, ‘Oh God! | had abandoned
everything; | had offered myself to the Father. Let
me do the Will of God! Everything the Father did
for me, | thank Him. | always prepared my heart
for the Father, | received everything from Him.” re-
called bishop Olivier.

Bishop Olivier also emphasized two main points
concerning the life of the late Bishop Emile Destom-
bes. His life was lovely; he had commended his
whole life to God and mankind in work and servic-
es. His Excellency added that the late bishop’s life
had done much as a priest in the pioneering days. It
means more than everything. He had been willing to
lay his life for the Church in Cambodia. Bishop Emile
had lived with God until his old age. “Hence from

great reward for her. With tears streaming down
her face, Mrs. Prakat said, “When Bishop Emile ar-
rived in Cambodia in 1989; he had met us in our
roles as Catholics. He had organized three groups
for catechism, charity and liturgy in order to help
facilitate the Pastoral life of the Church. Further-
more, Bishop Emile had taught each person about
his/her role in promoting the glory of God. She
had always taken care of Bishop Emile, but the lady
braced herself for what would happen to Bishop
Emile in his old age. The inevitable happened when
he breathed his last,” recalled this lady.

Mr. Kim Ratana, the executive director of Cari-
tas Cambodia testified at the funeral Mass by say-
ing that he had known Bishop Emile Destombes since
1990. This acquaintance was made through pas-
toral activities by the youth group and the works
of the Caritas organization. “l express my sincere
admiration for Bishop Emile because he had made
every effort with the faithful and survived the civil
war to the point of being formally recognized on
4th April 1990 as a living Church in Cambodia.
Then, the first Eucharist was celebrated at the Chen-
la theatre, where | joined him in the works of the
organization in Cambodia that is an institution under
the Catholic Church. Bishop Emile was the founder
and president of the Caritas organization. He had
done much through the organization in order to help
the poor, widowed women, orphans and the help-
less with compassion. He had acted as a model for
people around, provided strength of mind and en-
couraged all children by taking God as the helper
always,” said the executive director.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus
Group Shows love

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Group expressed
their love by offering food and water to the poor and
the unfortunate on the streets of Phnom Penh, Capital
city, in keeping with the theme of the Catholic Church
in Cambodia, which declared this year as the Jubilee
Year of Mercy. This activity coincided with Valentine’s
Day on 14th February 2016. All over the world people
celebrated the feast of Saint Valentino. Ms Chanda, a
leader of the group said that this was the first time the
group of Sacred Heart of Jesus had carried out this ac-
tivity. “Our group will continue charity in action in differ-
ent ways year-round in terms of personal hygiene and
cooking food for the patient’s care center of the Mission-
aries of Charity Sisters in Chaom Chao. This activity will
take place in April.”

The head of the group wanted to have this
activity in succession for the future because the handover
of food is a pleasure and she understands that they are
our brothers and sisters. She asked generous people who
want to get involved in this charity in action with cash
and kind. The group always welcomes others even if they
are not members of the group.

The first activity’s expenses were met with the sup-
port of certain generous people and priests. The group
was established in 2011 in the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh. They hold Taizé-style prayers and consist

of 24 members.
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Building of Capacity

The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh has estab-
lished educational offices to push more activities in terms
of the educational system, of the diocese ranging from
pre-schools to higher education.

Mrs. Lai Makara, a head of the educational office of
the diocese said that today the educational office was
paying mainly attention to six points in order to strength-
en and develop the educational activity of the diocese.

“The first point is that we are preparing new em-

ployment contracts for kindergarten staff in various

places. The duration of the contracts is of two years in
respect for the principles of the Church and in compli-
ance with labour law. Second, we have to observe and
follow up on work-related activities at all levels of stud-
ies in cooperation with the school management board
and regional coordinators to ensure that our school
moves forward smoothly. Third, we strengthen liaisons
with state-owned primary schools and national-level
,sub-national and international liaisons alike, especially
studies at the third grade. Because they have to continue
their studies at state schools, so going to meeting with
state school principals for their studies and enhance ties
with the principals. Fourth, we strengthen the capacities
of teachers by holding workshops on teaching meth-
odology , the production of study instruments and so
on. Monthly meetings will be held to see work results.
Fifth, we coordinator and deal with problems that can
arise such as a lack of teaching, of study tools, student
come to class late, flooding, teachers do not respect
teaching time and so on. Sixth we lay out a plan to de-
velop pastoral offices —the establishment of a pastoral
study office in Phnom Penh, the recruitment of more staff
members, the establishment of development principles
in the educational sector, ” according to the head of the
office.

The educational office was established in 2014 by
Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
Mrs. Lai Makara said that educational programs are for
children and youth to acquire true knowledge in Cambo-
dian society. The project of the study office has taken
root with pre-schools under the Catholic Church and the
office have added more programs to higher education.
“Today we have 25 pre-schools. From the first to second
grader, there are 14 pre-schools recognized by the Min-
istry of Education, Youth and Sport.St. Francis of Assisi
High School also teaches from grades 7 to 12 and St.
Paul Institute has trained students in specialized skills,”
said Makara.

The head of the office said that the Catholic
Church has school teaching foreign languages and mo-
bile libraries so that the children and youth have an op-

portunity to strengthen their friendship.
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Some one thousand Catholics attended the opening

ceremony of the Holy Door in the Apostolic Vicariate of
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Phnom Penh. The ceremony was held on 10th December
2015 at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in the pastoral
sector of Phnom Penh Thmei in order to make the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy observed. The opening ceremony was
performed by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The Holy Eucha-
rist was concelebrated by diocesan priests.

On the occasion, Bishop Olivier announced solemnly
the intention of His Holiness Pope Francis who has been
considerate to the sufferings of the world. The Holy Fa-
ther invited the world-wide Catholic community to open
the door of the Jubilee Year to reveal the Grace of God
in their respective pastoral district. In particular it must
be noted that the Church has an opportunity to guide
the faithful in the diocese to lead a life of special in-
dulgence.

The congregation of Catholics gathered in front of
the Chapel of Sts Peter and Paul to listen to the an-
nouncement made by the Bishop and then a procession
moved to the holy door. Bishop Olivier proclaimed: “Be-
cause the blessing of this door is like the Cathedral of St.
Peter in Rome and so when we pass through the door, it
means we go through Jesus Christ who is the door as the
Biblical passage we listened to.”

In his homily, Bishop Olivier also instructed all the
faithful by saying, “The door we entered is the sacred
door because it is Jesus Himself who is the door and
every time we cross it, it means we are willing to have
a conversion of heart and remember the Blessed Virgin
Mary in order to know Jesus more clearly.”

“We are the Creation of God and we receive sal-
vation by our faith by receiving new life as we are the
children of God and there is Jesus who is the exempla-
ry model. Hence, we have to do good deeds to show
the compassion of God,” His Excellency stressed that
by means of the charitable committee and the faithful,
please guide the poor and engage in social activities
through the seven charities in action to have a conversion
of heart so that our faith bears fruit together with love.

Bishop Olivier urged Catholics to pay attention in ex-
pressing the compassion of God and making a pilgrim-
age by beginning to enter through the holy door and
then to St. Joseph church in Phsar Touch and to Queen of
Peace church in Areksat in order to receive God’s gifts,
especially the sacrament of reconciliation in order to re-

ceive the Grace by God. order to given grace by God.
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rd “§ St. Mary of Magdala Parish celebrated Holy
E |5 Mass on 7th February 2016 to thank God on the
occasion of the Chinese/Vietnamese lunar New

Year. The celebration of the Eucharist was offici-
ated by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the Bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. More
than 100 parishioners attended the service.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said: “This New
Year we Catholics have to have a change of heart

to show God’s mercy and to preach Gospel val-
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Ash'Wednesday.

St. Joseph’s Church in Phsar Touch marked the celebration
of Ash Wednesday on 10th February 2016. The celebration
service was officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. This marks the first
day of the forty days of Lent and is a reminder of the weak-
ness and sinfulness of human beings and the need for Jesus
Christ, the Redeemer to save us. About 500 Catholics attended
the Ash Wednesday service at Sangkat Toul Sangke.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said: “The liturgical season of
forty days is truly the Lent season for the whole Church. It is a
time we enter deeply into the Grace of God and accept sinful-
ness and weakness like Saint Peter in order to start over life
by opening heart to God. His Excellency reminded all faithful
about their roles that are the ambassador of Christ in pay-
ing attention to have a change of heart and counselling other
people to have a conversion of heart so that they will receive
new life from God. We not only think of ourselves but also of
the Church and beyond the Church in order to become the am-
bassador of Christ and reconciled with Him.”

“During 40-day Lent season, let’s follow the prac-
tices of the Church, namely: alms-giving, prayer and fasting.
Furthermore, the faithful must show compassion by doing the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy,” emphasized the Bishop.

Ms. Chea Sovan Bopha, a representative of
adult catechists of St. Joseph Church said: “The celebration of
Ash Wednesday enables us to remember that we are dust and
through Christ’s Death we reconcile with God. It also enables
us, who were disoriented to return to God by knowing that the
Father loves us wholeheartedly and during this 40-day Lent

season | would share something especially the essence of faith.”
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St. Mary/School! continues
despite;tragedy,

St. Mary School under the pastoral sector in North-
ern Phnom Penh located in Roka village, Chak Angrek-
rom was destroyed by fire on 7th February 2016. How-
ever, the school continues its activity by temporarily
renting a building to help accommodate poor Khmer
and Vietnamese children to ease the burden of their
parents busy earning their living and to avert dangers
because no one attends to their children.

Fr. Vincent Senechal, the parish priest of the pasto-
ral sector in Northern Phnom Penh said that, “the Church
was collaborating with a Maryknoll organization that is
an executive partner of the school in order to rent a
building not far from the scene until the construction of
a building in the old place is completed.” The priest re-
called, “Few years before, the school experienced some
hardship, Sr. Vin and the organization raised funds from
other places to repair and standardized the school cur-
riculum. But now those results were destroyed at a blink
of an eye. | am sad and feel sorry for them especially
the children.”

Bro. Vann Devin, the person in charge of the victims,
said that presently he was discussing with Maryknoll or-
ganization to find aid for the re-building of the school.
He continued by saying the school has 65 kindergarten
childred, who are divided into three levels according
to their ages. Other 15 older children are learning the
Vietnamese language and the school always provides
uniforms and snacks for them. The brother added that
usually when all kindergarten children finish grade two,
St. Mary School helps prepare documents so that the
children can go to state-run schools.

The school was established by an organi-
zation from Thailand 8 years ago and then a plot of
land was bought to construct the school. Later the La
Salle Brothers had the school renovated but the school
did not have a clear curriculum until 2015. Bro. Vin had
the cooperation of the Maryknoll Sister’s organization to
restore the school and have a proper curriculum.
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Two rented rooms located in Toul Sangke, Khan

Russey Keo districts in Phnom Penh now became a library
for workers in collaboration with the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh’s Pastoral Committee on Labour and SI-
PAR, a French NGO that works toward the reconstruction
of Cambodia through education of the youth. The NGO’s
mission is to fight illiteracy. The library was inaugurated
on 20th February 2016. The inauguration ceremony was
officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, together with
representatives of the organization and members of the
Pastoral Committee on Labour.

With regards the intention of establishing the I[i-
brary, Mr. Francois Sede Ric, the person in charge of the
center said, “Having seen the needs of the workers and
their children who rented rooms nearby, | along with the
Pastoral Committee on labour in cooperation with the SI-
PAR organization have prepared this plot of land to be-
come a small library that was opened today. The library
facilities are for the use of both male and female work-
ers staying around here and it helps them heighten their
awareness in reading. We noticed that most of them are
not well versed in reading habits.”

Mr. Sede Ric continued by saying: “In order to run
and maintain this library to help workers and their chil-
dren from provinces read books, we have the voluntary
assistance from the students of John Baptist center in su-
pervising the library.” He stressed that the library will be
open for workers on weekends.

It should be pointed out that the library located near
a place where garment workers from provinces they
live.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER,
MEP Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in March 2016

6 Mar

7-9 Mar
9 Mar

10 Mar
12 Mar

13 Mar

14 Mar
15 Mar

16 Mar

17 Mar
18 Mar

19-20 Mar

20 Mar

21 Mar
22 Mar

24 Mar
25 Mar
26 Mar

27 Mar
28 Mar
31 Mar

: Visit of Voah Farm
: 6.15pm Mass at Catholic Students
Center — Lent Conference
: Meeting with CRS
: 8.00am Youth Leaders Training
10.30 Baptism (PP Thmey)
Saturday é6pm to Sunday 6pm:
« 24 Hours for the Lord! »
: Lent Recollection for TAKEO sector.
First Step
: Presbyterium — Phnom Penh Thmey
: Meeting with the Korean Mission Society
General superior
: Mission Council
: 9am Plav Trey 4pm Lent Recollection for
Mekong Sector — Dey Eth
: 8am Boeung Chhouk — Lent Recollection for
Bassac Center
: 2pm CACD
: 8.30am: Bishops Meeting
2.30 pm: MEP
: Cambodian all priests meeting (12.00 -)
Chrism Mass (5pm)
: Mission Council
: 6.15pm St Joseph Solemnity Mass
: Lent Recollection for Sihanoukyville Sector
: 6th Anniversary of my Episcopal Ordination.
Thanks for your prayers!
: St Francis Teachers Meeting / Saint Paul
: Monthly Mass and Conference at Major
Seminary
: Holy Thursday — Takeo
: Good Friday — Kampot
: 9am Easter Mass at Prey Sor Prison and
Easter Vigil — St Joseph — Phnom Penh
: Easter Sunday: Saang — Bassac
: Peace Village Meeting
: Mission Council
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