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Apostrolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
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Bishop Olivier’s Letter

Octorber 2016

At the Sanctuary of Mercy, Saint Faus-
tina has invited us to contemplate Christ's
gaze. This gaze pierces us. The blood flow-
ing from his heart fills us with his life, the
water that gushes forth cleanses us. "Je-
sus, | trust in you." This is my conversion
you want. | am with you. For you. With you.

Saint Faustina says to us today:

‘Be converted. Christians of Cambo-
dia, you are called to a deep conversion. To

build the kingdom of love and communion."

Jesus desires to light a fire in our hearts. A fire which will be a
sign of contradiction of the fashions and ideas of the world. No hatred.
No selfishness. No exclusion. Love. Welcome. Opening. This is our mis-

sion. Jesus | trust in you.

+0livier SCHMITTHAEUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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MEETING BETWEEN FORMER AND NEW STUDENTS

agpm af BRTANE RN 1 AN AN ‘

The former and new students of the center
for vocational training Banteay Preab gathered
for a workshop with the theme of “Success and
Failure are ascribed to yourselves”. The gath-
ering was held at the center located in Kandal
province’s Ang Snoul district on 28th October
2016. Roughly one hundred people attended the
seminar. The school management board said that

the seminar was intended to provide them with a

chance to exchange opinions and share personal
experiences from one another about their work
and life in preparation for new experiences in
society after they have completed their studies
in the school.

Speaking to participants, Fr. Oh Chang
of the Jesuit service and the person in charge of
the center for vocational training with disabled
people delivered a warm welcome speech to the
students and highlighted the importance of this
gathering. It is hoped to encourage the new stu-
dents who will graduate in the near future to
embark on projects in their life after hearing the

experiences of the former students.

The director of the center, Mr. Top Tit said
about the importance of the sharing of the new
student and former students who are studying.
He made mention of recommendations like the
experiences of the former students about liveli-
hoods at the base of disabled students after they
graduated. “For our center in a span of more than
20 years, it has helped train some 1,900 disabled
students. The students who completed studies
here have mostly set up their own businesses
with the skills they had learned. Among them,
some work in organizations, companies, facto-

ries and other enterprises.

Mr. Mouk Sengly, 48, who lives at Trapa-
ing Russey village, Krola commune in Kampong
Cham province’s Kampong Siem district and
one of the 21st batch of students said that for
him if it hadn't been for the center, he wouldn’t
have known what skills to learn for a living. To-
day he has acquired the skill to earn a living for

his family.
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¢¢Let¢ us Try hard to
Pray, Love and Serve?’’,
Bishop Olivier

“Let us try hard to pray, love and serve.” This call
was made by Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh on his pastoral visit to the pastoral sector near
the Bassac River. The visit took place from 13-16 October
2016 so that he might listen to and know situation in the
area. Bishop Olivier received requests made by the parish
priest, religious and members of the parish pastoral council
and parishioners. He encouraged them to go forward with
firm faith.

In his homily, His Excellency Bishop Olivier
reminded all Catholics gathered to pay attention to prayer,
love and service. He also provided the parish with an eight-
point recommendation:

“First , dear brothers and sisters you must pray with
Jesus in mind by paying attention to the prayers, attend-
ing Mass and always listening to the Words of Jesus. Sec-
ond, I invite you to take up teaching the Catechism, the
various essences of the faith for our children, youth and
adults. Third, I ask that each group play a concrete role in
our pastoral affairs. Fourth, this will enable us to care for
cooperating closely with the Church. Fifth, I invite brothers
and sisters to think about the future of the children, namely:
they study well. Sixth, this enables us to become the sign
of the forgiveness and Grace of God in the Church, family
and society alike. Seventh, continue caring for and always
expressing compassion and eighth, we all become the hall-
mark of peace in a society that lacks it.

At the conclusion of his Pastoral visit, Bishop OI-
ivier celebrated the Eucharist and also confirmed 95 Con-

firmation candidates
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‘Insmllqﬁon of Fr. Damien Fahrner

The pastoral sector in Southern Phnom Penh
welcomed a new priest Fr. Damien Fahrner as he was
installed as the priest in charge of the pastoral sec-
tor of Southern Phnom Penh. Bishop Olivier declared
that Fr. Damien would take responsibility for pasto-
ral affairs for six years. The priest took over from Fr.
Vincent Senechal.

The Eucharistic celebration for the installa-
tion was officiated by Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. More than five hundred
Catholics attended the function on 23 October 2016.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed all the
Catholics gathered to unite and cooperate with the
priest in order to lead other people to receive Gos-
pel values. He also highlighted roles that are to be
fulfilled by Fr. Damien saying that in ‘Education’ the
priest is a good shepherd with a heart like Jesus in
order for them to know clearly about the tenets of the
faith and the Church’s life and to bear witness in the
current society through love for each other. The role
of the priest is to guide Catholics to be a holy peo-
ple of God by prayer and sacraments, especially the
sacrament of reconciliation and the reflection on the
Word of God. In ‘Leadership’ the priest leads broth-
ers and sisters so that they will live in the parish in
communion and as community.

Having made his vow, Fr, Damien was ush-
ered by Bishop Olivier to the tabernacle, the baptis-
mal font, the confessional, the sacred altar and the
Ambo.
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CATECHISTS LEARN TO UNDERSTAND SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

ngparddsnare i vl srsln ‘

The Pastoral Committee for Catechism in
Cambodia held an inter-diocesan catechetical synod
for 155 catechists with the theme “Sacrament of
Reconciliation”. The synod took place from 18-21
October 2016 at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in
Phnom Penh Thmei.

On the last day, Bishop Olivier spoke to all the
participants saying ,“The sacrament of reconciliation
is pardoned by God going deeply into our lives. The
sacrament of penance has to have two main points —

repentance and bearing witness to forgiveness.”

Also, in his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed
them to understand about primary missions in the
Catholic Church to pass on the faith to other people
by teaching them the faith and to have close rela-
tionship with Jesus. Bishop Olivier recommend four
main points in fulfilling the mission saying the cat-
echists are the light of enlightening the heart of those
who came to be taught on the faith in order for them
to make discernment in a Catholic manner. The cat-

echists have a change of heart to love other people.
The catechists advise them to walk on the right path
and create a new culture of mercy promoting the love
and dignity of human beings. The catechists advise
other people to open their hearts wide to forgiving
one another both Catholic followers and followers
of other religions in order to receive renewed life by
forgiveness. “The catechists pay attention to main-
taining unity so that we will become single extended
family and please pray with love and you learn more
to broaden a further knowledge.”

Mr. Joseph Phoum Sophat said that the semi-
nar was organized well and the correct one according
to the topic. He further said, “Catechists including me
and he/she sometimes are still vague about the cat-
echism but this course has helped with enlightening
the life of the catechists to understand about sins in
the Catholic faith and other religions.” “This is a new
experience to understand about plans for catechists
and when we go back home, we not only speak, but
also create good relationship with other people by
forgiveness, which is the model of catechumens, ac-
cording to Phoum Sophat.”

The seminar also featured a video highlight-
ing the exemplary model of the faith and forgiveness.
In doing so, it prepared all the catechists to put them
into practice, to reflect on and contemplate their sins.
Hence they received the sacrament of reconciliation

at the synod all of a sudden.

The inter-diocesan synod for the catechists na-
tionwide takes place every year in order to strengthen
and further knowledge, thoughts, pedagogy and the
faith as well as each other’s encouragement.

The teaching of the essence of the faith is great
significance for the Catholic Church in order to pass
on the faith to other people and the young generation
of Catholics alike. Teaching of the tenets of the faith
keeps the Church alive.
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stor, New Hope for the Church
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The Catholic Church in Cambodia was very
pleased to have a new pastor. This is hope for the
Church when Deacon Stephen Se Sat was ordained as
a priest. The ordination ceremony took place on 19th
November 2016 at a Church in Kampong Cham in the
presence of Bishop Olivier the ordaining Bishop. A
good number of Catholics attended the ceremony.

After being ordained and dressed in his priest-
ly vestment, Fr. Se Sat said as a new priest, Jesus is

the primary model for him and this model led him to

ecome a priest. The new priest emphasised , “What
I have to proclaim is what Jesus did, namely: His
Words and His love.”

“I think works I have to do is to unite with God
so that the works will become holy. Although I am a
priest, I also need prayers from brothers and sisters,
education and mentoring. [ still believe I am a sinner
whom God calls to help another sinner through the
sacrament of the Eucharist and reconciliation, the new
priest said.”

Fr. Stephen Se Sat is a native of Khnub Dom-
reytbong village, Domril commune of Kampong
Cham province’s O’raing Euv district. He is the eldest
son, whose parents are Buddhist followers. They are
farmers. He has four sisters and one brother.

Fr. Se Sat became a Catholic in 2005 and 2008
he asked the Local Ordinary to enter the Catholic
Major Seminary in Phnom Penh. In 2014 he was ap-
pointed as an acolyte to the Church in Bousra of Mon-
dulkiri province until 2015 he was ordained a deacon
at the parish in Neak Loeurk of Prey Veng province.
Having been bestowed on the title of the deacon, he
was assigned by the Local Ordinary of Kampong
Cham to the parish for a period of four months, then to
parish in Kdol Leur of Tbong Khmum province for a
period of three months before being ordained a priest.

Bishop Oliver Schmittaeusler of Phnom Penh
Vicariate said that studying to become a priest, it takes
time long to mentor, educate about a religious life. As
a priest, life is no longer a private one. “I thank God
for today and please offer further blessings to Fr. Se
Sat and especially I thank the Church. All of us help
him in payers because this is new life that has just
begun and he needs to have full strength and love.
Hence it’s also attributed to the Church, which prays
and supports him forever. So it enables him to make a
journey towards peace alongside the present Church,
especially the Church in Kampong Cham,” Bishop
Oliver said.

In Cambodia today there are nine Cambodian
priests serving the Church in the three dioceses. This
number is very little when compared to the needs of
some 80 Churches and there are more than 20,000
Catholics across the country. Among them, some are
pastors, priests to mentor and educate on spirituality.
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The Parish of Sts. Peter and Paul held a Synod
on "Truth, Freedom, Charity and Grace" from 22-24
September 2016. Some three hundred delegates rep-
resenting the faithful of the Catholic Church attended
this 3 day Synod. The gathering was facilitated by
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vi-

cariate of Phnom Penh.

Bishop Olivier said, “This year is the Jubilee
Year of Mercy and we have focused our attention
on promoting love, compassion, and forgiveness to
make us understand that we are Catholics living in
the present society in order to put into practice what

we have learnt.”

“The aim of this synod is to get the Catholics
to find ways to build the nation by starting from each
one of us. To create a nation we have to love one an-
other, promote peace with each other”. He further

said, “The model of kindness for the poor showed by

fsngAInmNiy-Vicariate

Manifesting the Mercy of God

Mother Theresa, who was canonized a saint on 4th
September 2016 is a wonderful motive for us as the
Catholic Church in Cambodia.” Bishop Olivier also
invited all the Catholics to become ambassadors of
peace with each other in accordance with the love of
God.

Bishop Olivier added that all persons have a
right to use all goods in the world that are considered
common possessions. For example food, which the
public are eligible to receive. So the Catholics have
the power to encourage those who hold power to
share their goods with other people, especially food.
He also emphasized that each society has to support
one another and those who hold higher ranks have to
help those who are below them for the common good.
All people have to be responsible for and contribute
to share works with free will and care for developing

cultures and human resources with intensity.

Bishop Olivier continued by saying, “The
solidarity of people is also of importance because it
can reduce tension making it easy to resolve disputes.
The crucial factor is that the poor are united so that
the rich will unite with the poor, workers unite with
their bosses and all staff unite with one another This
will result in us inculcating social morality and inter-
national unity and hence, making the nations promote

peace in the world.”

Furthermore, Bishop Olivier instructed and
reminded the Catholics to take part in implementing
the seven priorities, which include education, health,
the disabled, workers’ issues, protecting the environ-
ment, the integrating of the poor into society, and

inter-faith dialogue.

This was the third pastoral assembly (Synod)
in the Diocese of Phnom Penh since 2014 and this

assembly coincides with the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
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Queen o0 Peace Charch Thanks God

The Queen of Peace Church in Cambodia marked
the fourth anniversary of the discovery of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary’s statue with thanksgiving service in the presence
of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler. The statue was retrieved
from the Mekong river in Areyksat village of Kandal prov-
ince’s Lovea Em district. The solemn ceremony started
with the recitation of the Rosary and singing of hymns of
praise to God. Some 1,500 Catholics attended the ceremo-
ny on the 20th November 2016.

In his homily, “We are not merely Catholics, but are
also united with the Blessed Virgin Mary in order to carry
out actions that reveal to the world a renewed life. In addi-
tion to this, Bishop Olivier asked Catholics to come to the
shrine not only to ask for blessings from the Blessed Virgin
Mary but also listen to her asking all to transform to new
persons in order to reconcile with one extended family in
the world.” said Bishop Olivier.

Bishop Olivier continued by saying that the Blessed
Virgin Mary asked people to:

“First, awaken in your consciousness to be an apos-
tle and disciple of Christ.” Second, be always be prepared
to respond to the calling of Christ by serving the Church
and carrying the Cross together with Jesus. Third, be an
active Catholics. Fourth to repent and act as witnesses of a
forgiving God.”

Bishop Olivier availed himself of this opportunity
to announce that 2017 would see the recitation of the Ro-
sary, education of the various tenets of the faith including
the importance of the Eucharist and to continue a close rela-
tionship with Jesus through the Blessed Virgin Mary every
Saturday of the fourth week.

This is the second statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary received from Mr. Sok Hour, who retrieved it from
the Mekong River on the 19th of November 2012. After he
recovered the statue, he converted to Catholicism when he
received the sacrament of baptism in 2015.
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Youth Make Pilgrimage to Bokor Mountain

Some two hundred and fifty Catholic youth
made their annual pilgrimage to the Bokor Mountain
from 4-6 November 2016. All pilgrims have to walk
on foot at a distance of 13 Kilometers from the start-
ing point to the set target of a 19 Kilometer-distance
towards an old Cathedral in the French colonial era on
the Bokor mountain.

The programme of the pilgrimage was orga-
nized by the pastoral office for children, teenage and
youth with Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler the initiative.

The pilgrimage of 2016 reflected on the theme
“Youth and Love”. The pilgrims had an opportunity to
reflect together on and share personal experiences from
one another about their faith in Jesus with love.

Bishop Olivier said, “We are the youth, please
think again about God who love us. Think about us
as sinners but know that God always forgive us if we
want to truly repent. We believe in our journey to the
mountain is a holy journey. Our hearts go deep into the
wilderness of life in order to find light on the mountain
and a light in our life alike because the Bible dwells
with us.”

It is to be pointed out that the pilgrimage had
been made in three phases, in each phase Bishop Ol-
ivier offered instructions to the youth with different top-
ics. All the pilgrims both Bishop Olivier, priests, nuns
and all the youth walked behind a Cross bearer until
the Cathedral on the mountain to praise and thank God
through prayers in silence. Along the way of the pil-
grimage, we heard the birds and cicadas, listen for the
gentle breeze rustling the leaves. The cicadas buzzed
in the heat of the day as if they accompanied us at the
pilgrimage.
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Meeting to Reflect on Challenges and
Find Solutions

The pastoral sector in Kampong Som organized
a meeting from 26-28 September 2016 to evaluate
and update works for 2017. The meeting focused
mainly on the works of the education sector run by
the Catholic Church in the working in remote ar-
eas. The Church has established four pre-schools
and three schools of literacy. After children receive
enough capacities, they can enter state schools. The
Church in cooperation with partnering organizations
has done and will do in its power to reflect on seeking
solutions by sending the children to school.

A report emerged from the meeting suggests
that some areas are lacking teaching instruments and
some of the children were absence from school be-
cause their parents obliged them to do works in order
to earn profits.

Fr. Un Son urged all members of staff to pay
high attention in teaching and monitoring the stu-
dents’ progress so that they will be equipped with
perfect knowledge. As for the study instruments, the
priest will discuss with the parish pastoral council to
find the solution to the problem.

It should also be pointed out that this was the
second meeting held by the pastoral sector for the
academic year of 2016-2017.
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St. Justin's School of Faith Opens

St. Justin’s School of Faith is a school run by the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. which opened the aca-
demic year of 2016-2017 for the third batch of students on
8 October 2016. The opening ceremony was presided over
by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler of the diocese. Joining
Bishop Olivier at the function were professors, represen-
tatives of the first and second batches of the students, to-
gether with the third batch of the students estimated at more
than 60.

Bishop Olivier addressed those gathered by saying
that St. Justin’s School of Faith is a prioritised school for
Catholics. He further said, “We are model Catholics, so we
set an example for others to follow. For us as the Catholics
we have missions and roles, which each of us received from
God, that is, you have to learn to understand more about life
as the Catholics and serve as models in order to make prog-
ress in life. If we have good models, then we make progress
in a good manner.”

“We are Catholics. Each of us has to take responsi-
bility for our own Church, namely: one person is an apostle
who brings about the Good News of God for other people.
You have to understand more clearly about social issues
facing us, too”, said Bishop Olivier.

Bishop Olivier stressed, “Studies at the school have
helped everybody receive a deep knowledge of spirituality
—the life of prayer in support of our life as Catholics. The
studies here help everybody in bringing about joys creat-
ing a group, which promotes peace, relationship with each
other, working as a group and helping each other.”

It is to be pointed out that St. Justin’s School of
Faith was established in 2011 by the Diocese of Phnom
Penh. In the past the school had graduated two batches of
the students.
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CATHOLIC MAJOR SEMINARY OPENS FOR

NEW ACADEMIC YEAR

Bishop Olivier declared open the new academic
year of 2016-2017 for the Catholic Major Seminary of
St. John Marie Vianney with a Eucharistic celebration. At
the Eucharistic celebration Bishop Olivier made a formal
announcement of the rite of admission seminarian Sok
Thoeurn to the Seminary. He now officially becomes a
seminarian. He is studying at the institution to reflect on the
call of God of living a priestly life.

The main celebrant of the Eucharistic celebra-
tion was Bishop Oliver and concelebrated by a few other
priests. More than sixty people attended the function on 19
October 2016.

On the occasion, Fr. Robert Piché (Bob), the rector
of the Seminary asked that Bishop Olivier formally receive
Br. Sok Thoeurn as a full-fledged seminarian. The priest
stressed that the seminarian had studied at the Seminary
for three years. He has reflected on the call of God and is
prepared to respond to this calling in terms of knowledge
and commitment.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said that the Semi-
nary is where seeds are grown and watered every day in or-
der that the seeds will grow with care and encouragement.
His Excellency Bishop Olivier further said, “We enter here
with no intention of being high officials but instead as ser-
vants responsible for proclaiming Gospel values to others,
which is the gift of God.”

“Today I formally receive Sok Thoeurn. It is the
voice of the Church that called out to go out and spread
the Gospel values to all people, especially to persons of the
lowest social class with a right to receive the Kingdom of
God, enter into the Body of Christ and whether they receive
it or not is their choice. To preach the Gospels is build-
ing the Kingdom of God, provided we have the courage of
heart to receive the strength of the Holy Spirit,” said Bishop
Olivier.
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Caritas Cambodia and Relevant
Institutions Help Four Cambodian
Workers

After being held hostage by pirate in Somali for
nearly five years, four Cambodian workers on 1st Novem-
ber 2016 described a dangerous journey of their life on a
fishing boat in the country. Their life had ended up at the
hands of the pirates. They returned to their native country
on Sunday. Their repatriation to their country of origin was
facilitated by Caritas Cambodia and concerned institutions.
On the evening of 1st November 2016, they made public
appearance. They met and thanked the institutions at the
Caritas headquarters before going back to their native prov-
ince respectively. As a welcome, Mr. Kim Ratana, the ex-
ecutive director of Caritas Cambodia said that Caritas Cam-
bodia had begun facilitating the case about over a year after
receiving the information and it cooperated with partnering
organizations abroad to provide the news of the Cambodian

workers being held hostage in Somail.

Then, Caritas Cambodia sought to ask for their
identification and contacted with victim families. Caritas
Cambodia helped them out of their plight. “So far and in
the future, we will continue support them psychologically

and their livelihoods in order to restore their livelihoods.”

It is to be pointed out that the four Cambodian
workers, where were spared life, returned home on the
30th October 2016. The workers included Khaun Vanthy,
26, from Kampong Cham, Kin Kimheng, 33, Kratie, Em
Phoumany, 33, and Nhem Soksan, 37, both of them from
Kampong Chhnang.
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh

in December 2016
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28 November - 2 December : FABC General Assembly Sri Lanka

3 Dec
4 Dec

5 Dec
6 Dec
7 Dec
8 Dec
9 Dec

13 Dec
14 Dec

15 Dec
16 Dec
17 Dec
18 Dec
19 Dec

20 Dec
21 Dec

22 Dec

23 Dec

24 Dec

25 Dec

26 Dec

31 Dec

: 5pm Mass in English - World Vision
: 10am Mass in English - Saint Joseph 2pm Holy

Mass at Takmau 70th Anniversary of Claire Amitié

: Meeting with Saint Paul Department deans

: Closing New Humanity - Kompong Chnang

: MEP Meeting

: Mission Council 55th Night of Prayers - Saint

Joseph Solemnity of Immaculate Conception

: Wedding at Voah
10-11 Dec:

Beatification the Martyrs of Laos - Vientiane

: Priests Recollection
: Christmas at MC Sisters - ChamChaov Mass

and Advent Conference at Students Center

: Mission Council

: Christmas and Sport Competition at Teuk Thla DB
: Christmas at MC sisters - Monivong

: Holy Mass

: 2pm Opening Academic Year at Saint Paul with

HE Chan Sarun Christmas party - Saint Paul

: Christmas Party Saint Francoisteachers meeting
: Visit of H.E. DR. HANG CHUON NARON, Minister

of Education, Youth and Sports at Kindergarten
Chomkarcheang and 6.30pm : Mass at Major
Seminary

: 3pm Meeting, Mass and Christmas Party

Phnom Penh Offices

: Christmas with MC Brothers Visit at Lavalla

School

: Children and Poor People Christmas and Mass

of NATIVITY-=Phnom Penh Thmey

: Children and Poor People Christmas - Takeo

Nativity at Chomkacheang

: Prison and Interreligious dialogue at Takeo

Bambino De Gesu Hospital

: Kite Contest at Takeo
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