INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
IN CAMBODIA

MEETING ON WORLDINIERFAITH HARMONY
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Grant Musfti Oknha KHNOUR KAY-TOAM

Islam Leader of Kompong Chhnang Province

INA2AM &2 M1 UM SAYITANTS &
AuMIaN SNy AU
Grant Musfti Oknha SOS KAMRY
Chief of the Higest Council for Islamic Religious
affairs, Cambodia
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Rev. UNG TY protestant Christian community
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The Joint Statement by Cambodian Religious Leaders
On the Occasion of the Inauguration of
Cambodian Interreligious Council (CIC)/WCRP

10 October 2002, Phnom Penh

We, the leaders of Buddhist, Muslim, Christian and other religious communities
in Cambodia;

REMEMBER that the Cambodian people have undergone unbearable suffering
from war and violence, which damaged individuals and their societies at all ley-
els and resulted in trauma, poverty and the loss of religions values,

BELIEVE that reviving religious values, faith and practice will enable people to
overcome their wounds and pains from the past and to gain strength and wisdom
to reconstruct their family, society and nation,

RECOGNIZE the important role of religious communities in reconciliation,
peace education, and economic and social development,

COMMIT ourselves to rebuilding our respective faith traditions and their com-
munities with respect for freedom of religion and the rejection of pressure or
coercion to convert from one religion to another,

COMMIT ourselves to taking the lead in creating a peaceful and harmonious
society based upon our shared values and commitments,

DECIDE to establish the Cambodian Inter-religious Council (CIC)/a national
chapter of the World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP) as an instru-
ment of interreligious collaboration for peace,

COMMIT ourselves to undertaking cooperative action through CIC to address
issues of common concerns such as development, peace education, democracy
and human rights, eradication of small arms, prevention of HIV/AIDS, and
preservation of the environment,

COMMIT ourselves, through CIC, to entering into partnership with relevant
public and civil society institutions and groups including governments, the United
Nations, and NGOs,

PLEDGE ourselves to nurturing a culture of peace, mutual respect and under-

standing, harmonious common living, and working together for peace and social
development.
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Unofficial translation
Roval Message
of
His Majesty the King of Cambodia

- Most respected and venerated Samdech Sangharajas of the two Buddhist Orders,

- Highly respected and venerated Venerables,

- Highly respected Lok Oknha, the two leaders of Muslim religion.

- Highly respected Representatives of Christianity,

- Dear Dr. William Vendley, Secretary General of the World Conference on
Religion and Peace (WCRP).

- Excellencies. Ladies and Gentlemen as Buddhist. Muslim and Christian followers,

I am pleased 1o extend my warmest congratulations to Samdech Sangharajas of the
two Buddhist Orders, Lok Oknha Leaders of the Muslim religion, Priestly Leaders of Chri-
stianity as well as to all Buddhists, Muslims and Christians who are gathering here on this
auspicious occasion for the inauguration of the Cambaodian Interreligious Council (CIC).

| appreciate the endeavors made by all religious leaders in Cambodia as the
founders of an interreligious organization which is set up for the first time in the Kingdom
of Cambodia. The inauguration of this Cambodian Interreligious Council is tantamount to
the opening of a door for all followers of religions to closely link their ties of friendship
with one another aiming at further strengthening and consolidating their national unity.

T'he Interreligious Council has a very important role to play not only in Cambodia,
but also in the world over as being duty-bound to be both a moral and spiritual educator
and a reconciler in line with the practice of non-violence, loving-kindness, compassion and
great tolerance stipulated in the scriptures of each religion.

I wish the Cambodian Interreligious Council full success in its mission, and | pray
that the whole world be happy, peaceful and violence-free forever.

May Their Eminences Samdech Sangharajas of the two Buddhist Orders. Vene-
rables, Muslim Leaders and Christian Representatives be always blessed with longevity,
strength, happiness and well-being.

Oetober 10, 2002

Signed

Norodom Sihanouk
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Public sining of the joint statement senior —most representatives from buddhist, muslim and christian communities.

At the End, Cambodian cultural performance
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A Message from
SAMDECH PREAH MAHA GHOSANANDA

Your Holinesses the Supreme Patriarchs of both Nikayas,
Most Venerables, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

With deep respect to the assembled religious leaders, and
to all Excellencies and Invited Guests, please accept my
blessings and profound joy at the founding of the
Cambodian Inter-religious Council. I regret not being able |
to be here on this important occasion to share these words |
with you. e

Inter-religious understanding based on mutual respect is more neces-
sary now than ever before, not only for Cambodians but also for those
in our troubled region and world. I appeal to representatives of all reli-
gions to unite for peace and reconciliation in the name of the higher
spiritual truths — expressed through love, compassion, justice, and tol-
erance — found in our respective religious traditions.

Through our Dhammayietras, or “pilgrimages for truth,” we have
walked for the last ten years, step by step, for peace and reconciliation
in our country in order to overcome the ideological differences that led
to so much common suffering in our Buddhist, Muslim, and Christian
communities.

From this suffering may the Cambodian Inter-religious Council, as a
national chapter of the renowned World Conference on Religion and
Peace, serve society as a healing force that will contribute in meaning-
ful ways to a better quality of life for all people in our beloved coun-
try.

May all Beings be Happy!

T
N—



{HSPANSRI S NASD

SIS AN ATNignsgamaminisinge

H.E. Ms. Stefanie Beck, Ambassador of Canada to
Cambodia.

AISIATNRS MU RAMUHRMIT UNICEF {Uo1sIAgh
Mr. Louis Georges Arsenault, UNICEF Representative in
Cambodia.

RSN “’Lﬂusmiﬁﬁjnmﬁﬁh”ﬁ UNESCO LUmtanm
Mr. Etienne Clement, UNESCO Representative in
Cambodia.
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Ms. Geeta Sethi, UNAIDS Country programme Advisor

AISIAt S NHURG{TANAYTE UNAIDS [UolisiAyh
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£UVBSH SOMPIRIITRAS

NG SNNUA{N AR AN [UMSHRMI TRgATaiA
ev. Nichiko Niwano, President, Rissho Kosei-kai
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AISIATRS MITURNIARANN HAMY WCRP 318
Rev. Noyu Yamada, Representative of WCRP Japan

AISIATIR S N1 IuRISU MR aHAT g SAY
Ms. Boua Chanthou, Director, Partnership for development
in Cambodia

AISIATITS MTURUM SHRMIR gUS ayjAYth §4
NABHATSS |
Mr. Thun Saray, President, Cambodia Human Rights
and Development Association.
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LOGOS OF CAMBODIAN
INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL (CIC)
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III- THE ACTIVITIES OF CAMBODIAN INTER-RELIGIOUS
COUNCIL (CIC)

1- VISITING PRISONS DURING CHRISTMAS
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2- DIALOGUE
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3- MEETING
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“F  www.CatholicPhnomPenh.org
. www.facebook.com/CatholicPhnomPenh
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