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I- Cambodian Inter-religious Council (CIC) 

WHAT IS THE INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL?

The Inter-religious Council is a non-governmental organization, which was set up to muster the potential of 
people of different religions in order to care for the Creation and promote peace in our country and the world 
alike. Furthermore the purpose of the set-up is to contribute to building Cambodia in line with moral principles, 
non-violence, mercy, and mutual understanding as stipulated in each religious treatise.
 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE FORMATION OF THE COUNCIL IN CAMBODIA

The horrific event of the 2001 September 11 attack on the World Trade Center brought about deep worries and 
various measures have been taken to prevent such a terrorist attack from happening again.
In the middle of 2002, Kofi Annan, then-Secretary General of the United Nations (UN), sent Dr. William F. 

The  inauguration ceremony bringing together 200 Buddhist, 100 Muslim and 100 Christian delegates, as 
well as government, the United Nation and civil society representatives. His Majesty the King Norodom 

Sihanouk who endorsed and supported the CIC, delivered the Royal Address. 
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This meeting was at Chaktumuk conference hall, Phnom penh, cambodia, 10 oct. 2002

Vendley, the Secretary General of the World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP) of the UN, to Cambo-
dia to meet His Excellency Sok An, the Senior Minister for the Council Ministers in order to set up the Inter-
religious Council. 

The opening ceremony of formation of the Council took place on the 10th of October 2002, 8:30 am until 12 
am at Chatomuk Theater of Phnom Penh. The ceremony was graced by the presence of Minister Kong Samol, 
the deputy minister of the Royal Palace representing King Father Norodom Sihanouk.

The ceremony also featured the recitation of prayers. A welcome speech had been made to welcome the min-
ister of the Ministry of Cults and Religion and the Secretary General of the WCRP. 

Later on, high profile speakers highlighted the way of building of peace. All representatives of the main reli-
gions, the founders in Cambodia were determined to  put ideas together towards peace.
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Opening Jayanto chanting by monk

Openning prayer by Islam and catholic and protestant

II- The Inauguration Ceremony of The Cambodian 
Inter- Religious Council (CIC)
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Introduction to wcrp by Dr. william f. vendley, secretary general, world conference on religion and peace.

The most Venerable Samdech TEP VONG Suprem 
Patriarch of the Mahanikaya Buddhist Order.

The most Venerable Samdech BOUR KRY  Suprem 
Patriarch of the Dhammayuttikanikaya Buddhist Order.
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Commitments by founders of the Cambodian 
inter-religious council

Grant Musfti Oknha KHNOUR KAY-TOAM
Islam Leader of Kompong Chhnang Province

Grant Musfti Oknha SOS KAMRY
Chief of the Higest Council for Islamic Reli-

gious affairs, Cambodia
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Fr. UN SON the catholic community
 in Cambodia.

Rev. UNG TY protestant Christian 
community
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ROYAL MESSAGE HIS MAJESTY KING PREAH BAT 
SAMDECH PREAH NORODOM SIHANOUK
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Public sining of the joint statement senior –most representatives from buddhist, muslim and christian communities.

At the End, Cambodian cultural performance 
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Logos of Cambodian 
Inter-Religious Council (CIC)
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III- The Activities of Cambodian Inter-Religious 
Council (CIC)

1- VISITING  PRISONS  DURING  CHRISTMAS

Praying and Blessing to them
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2- DIALOGUE 
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3- MEETING
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