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Meiauge to Cluristicns of SUhanoulbiville

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ

Everyone says that the church of Saint Michael in Sihanoukville is very beautiful. It was built 50 years ago. It experienced
many tests, but it still exists and continues to call us. Let us hear the voice of our church of Saint Michael.

“My children look at me... I was built to help you to go to heaven. Look at my roof that is pointed up to the sky, like two
hands clasped in prayer to the Lord. Every Sunday I will be waiting for you and together we form one family. It is so beautiful
when you all together sing to give thanks to the Lord, and when you reach out to receive the bread of life.

My children look at me. I have been built to look like a fishing boat. Look at the drawing sails, look at the ropes. I do not
look like a motorboat. It is the wind and oars that move the boat of fishermen.

The wind of God. It is the Holy Spirit. It brings the Church forward as the wind moves the boat. Ask the Lord to send
the great wind of the Holy Spirit to move forward the parish of Sihanoukville.

In a boat it also takes a crew to row. The crew of the parish is all of you, Christians of Sihanoukville: men and women,
parents and children, pastors and catechists, religious men and women ... each of you must work for the Church to move for-
ward. “

Dear brothers and sisters, I am your former bishop and currently far away from you. However, looking back, I know that I
had the joy of serving the parish of Sihanoukville since its foundation. I remember the beautiful festivals we celebrated together
in our Church: the Christmas, with cribs and rice and celebration of the Easter with the baptism of new Christians during the night
and the procession with lights singing Chayo Chayo preah Jesu Christ. I have many beautiful memories of all of you...

50 years ago there were a dozen of Christians in Sihanoukville. Today you have full church. Thank the Lord for it is he who
builds his Church. The Lord always needs you. He also needs the testimony of faith, charity and brotherhood in your community.
Continue to show love and mercy of God for all those around you. Dear brothers and sisters, may the Lord bless you and the
Virgin Mary walk with you on the paths of your life. Amen.

Yves Ramousse
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Meisage aux clhiretiers de Sthaioubville

Chers fréres et sceurs dans le Christ

Tout le monde le dit : L’Eglise Saint Michel a Sihanoukville est trés belle.. Elle a été construite il 'y a 50 ans. Elle a connu
beaucoup d’epreuves, mais elle est toujours présente et elle continue de nous appeller. Ecoutons la voix de notre Eglise Saint Michel.

« Mes enfants regardez moi... j’ai ét€ construite pour vous aider a aller au ciel. Voyez mon toit est pointu et il est levé vers
le ciel, comme deux mains jointes pour prier le Seigneur. Chaque dimanche je vous attend pour vous rassembler et former une seule
famille. C’est beau quand vous chantez tous ensemble pour dire merci au Seigneur, et quand vous tendez la main pour recevoir le
pain qui donne la vie.

Mes enfants regardez moi. J ‘ai été construite pour ressembler a une barque de pécheurs. Voyez le dessin des voiles, voyez
les cordages. Je ne ressemble pas a un bateau a moteur. C’est le vent et les rames qui font avancer la barque des pécheurs.

Le vent du Bon Dieu. c’est le Saint Esprit. Il fait avancer ’Eglise comme le vent fait avancer la barque. Demandons au
Seigneur d’envoyer le grand vent de I’Esprit Saint pour faire avancer la paroisse de Sithanoukville.

Dans une barque il faut aussi un equipage pour ramer.  L’équipage de la paroisse c’est vous tous les chretiens de
Sihanoukville : hommes et femmes, parents et enfants les pasteurs et les catéchistes, les religieux et religieuses... chacun de vous
doit faire son travail pour que I’Eglise avance »

Chers freres et sceurs, moi votre ancien évéque, je suis maintenant un louk ta en retraite. et j’habite loin de vous. J’ai eu la
joie de servir la paroisse de Sihanoukville depuis sa fondation. Je me souviens des belles fétes que nous avons célébrées ensemble
dans notre Eglise. Je me souviens des fétes de Noél avec la creéche construite en paquets de riz Je me souviens des fétes de Paques
avec le baptéme des nouveaux chretiens pendant la nuit et la procession avec les lumiéres en chantant Chayo Chayo preah Jesus Christ.
J’ai beaucoup de beaux souvenirs de vous tous...

Il y a 50 ans, il y avait une douzaine de chretiens a Sihanoukville. Aujourd’hui vous remplissez I’Eglise. Rendons grace au
Seigneur car c’est lui qui batit son Eglise. Le Seigneur a toujours besoin de vous. Il a besoin des témoignages de foi, de charité et de

fraternit¢ que donne votre communauté. Continuez a manifester I’amour et la misericorde de Dieu pour les hommes autour de vous.
Chers fréres et sceurs, que le Seigneur vous benisse et que la Vierge Marie marche avec vous sur les chemins de votre vie. Amen.

Yves Ramousse
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Dear brothers and sisters:

Today I am very happy because of 50th anniversary of our parish of St.Michael. What is
a meaning of 50 years of jubilee? It is continuity of God’'s work among us. It is God's mercy and
forgiveness that pours into our hearts and souls and brings us back to our Creator. The forgiveness
that we did not deserve and not able to pay back yet receive by grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now when I think of God's providence, I realize that no matter who we are,
in what walk of life we are - bishops, priests, brothers and sisters, lay people - we are all
one family in God.

I remembered and thanked to the majesty king Norodom Sihanuk gave us the land
to build the church here Bishop Gustave Raballand and Fr. Ahaboderry, Bishop Ramouse,
Fr. Robert Vencent, Fr. Werachai, Sr. Amy and Dominico sisters.

On January 1, 2012 Bishop Olivier assigned me to work in this parish. My responsibility
in the parish is to make alive God is life. He is the source of the life and he brings us to do the
work, acts of the charity, visiting prisoners, sick and needy, to do activities in schools. We manage 7
different schools in nearby villages: they are 2 schools in Traing Trayeng, one in Srey Ambal,
one school in Kam Pong Pear, Romeangnop, Boeng Ta Prum and Koh Kyong. All of these schools
function thanks to the consistent work of our Dominican sisters and lay volunteers and teachers
who spend most of their time there.

Our parish also works together with other religious and social communities
that help to bring education to young people in our country. Those are sisters of Good Shepherd,
Salesians of Don Bosco, CCS, Enfants du Mekong and some others. The greatest gift is to teach
them the values of our faith and share it with them in order to shape their lives in Jesus Christ.

Our life is journey where we search for the meaning of life. This meaning
is the love of Jesus Christ that pours into us that makes us to see others as our brothers and
sisterseven without any religious affiliation with them. Together we give thanks to God for our
parish of St. Michael. We give thanks for all the visitors who come to the church
and pray here to God, to Our Lady and to St. Michael.

My dear all, may God bless you abundantly and lead you in fullness of joy and peace!

FR.SON
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Go and preach the good news to every one in the world (Mark16,15)
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My Dear Brothers and sisters, first and foremost, I would like to thank you all of you for your presence in the celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Sihanoukville. I had been at Sihanoukville for three years since the 3rd of October, 2012 to
the 3rd of September, 2015.

During those three years, I had the unforgettable inner wonderful experiences of St. Michael Catholic Church. As a new
missionary to Cambodia, to have a good and solid foundation for my future missionary life, God offered me a great opportunity to
stay at St. Michael Catholic Church which was built so beautifully as a form of a boat in 1965. I realize that this Church is the historical
mother Church of the Catholic Church and also the deepest bottom of the heart of the Catholic Church in Cambodia for it is
one of the churches which were miraculously survived from the regime of the Khmer Rouge around 1970 and is also the only retreat
center for every people in Cambodia. Therefore, my staying at this Church is like to stay in the motherly church of Cambodia and to live
in the deepest bottom of the heart of Cambodia to know the heart of the local people in order to serve God and His people in Cambodia.

The more I watch St. Michael Catholic Church, the more I can see her beauty and understand the meaning of the form of the church
wonderfully, such as the main form of the church as a sign of worship hands putting together, the front door of the church as the
form of alphabet, “M” meaning “Mary, through Mary we meet God" and the church as the form of ship means the church as on her journey to God.
I can ever see the wonderful beauty of the church in the eyes of my deepest heart even from thousand miles far way.

As God is the creator of all human beings (Geneses 1: 27) and the church is as the house of God, our Father (Matthew 21:12-13),
the church is also the house of all the sons and daughters of God too. Therefore, the door of the church is ever opened to everybody all day
and night. In this home of God, I use to meet God and all my brothers and sisters who live and died and receiving my daily spiritual food
from God by the body and blood of Christ and the word of God. In my prayers, I use to tell God about all my problems in physical and
spiritual life and solve them all with God in this church. This church always gives me a home to get new energy and strength for my daily new life from
God. In this church, God ever receive me as I am at any time to fill me with His full Love. In this above way, I get wonderful blessing of God and my
unforgettable inner experiences of this church.

My Dear Brothers and sisters, praying heartily that God, Our Father shower on all of you His special blessings on this great day of the
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of St. Michael Catholic Church for throughout your lives,....

Fr. John Mang Peng
(The little way missionary Priests of St. Therese)

Kampot
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The church is as the house of God, our Father (Matthew 21:12-13)
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The 50th anniversary of Saint Michael church in Sihanoukville
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I represent the youth group and would like to thank God for our
parish that became a big Catholic family. Throughout the history of 50
years of our church, the parish has received a lot of attention from
Catholics, both domestic and foreign. That resulted in a number of activities that
improved the lives of many Catholics here.

Saint Michael’s church previously had few faithful people;
however, there are many Catholics to attend Mass nowadays, the path that God
generously has provided for the faithful. The church through many
activities helps us to prepare for celebration of the Holy Mass and to
have deeper relationships with God. We pray to God and ask to give
us peace, strong spirit, bright mind to help further to our communities.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all Catholics who joins us

in participation of the 50" anniversary of our parish. Thank you.

Hel Saleap

Youth Committee
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We are not preaching about ourselves. Our message is that Jesus Christ is Lord. (2Corinthians4,5)
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My dear beloved ones in our Lord Jesus Christ!

Glory and thanks to God for the 50th anniversary of the church of saint
Michael. The church of Saint Michael has helped to protect and to take care of
communities in various periods of those 50 years: Era of the King Father No-
rodom Sihanouk (who has given a place to build our parish), then the time of
reigning of Lon Nol. Afterwards Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge regime that was
followed by the liberation from it and the governing body of UNTAC and mod-
ern Democratic Kampuchea.

During all these years the various priests dedicated their lives to serve
God and community of faithful to lead them on their journey proclaiming the
Gospel helping the poor and needy. I have a lot of memories especially with
Bishop Yves Ramousse and Fr. Denis.

I, Nou Chan Saroeun represent a group of Sangahak of Saint Michael's
parish and our goal according to the work of God to leave for our next genera-
tion the tradition of faith and charity of our church. For the past 10 yearsI have
served the community of the saint Michael by teaching catechesis. Besides this
I help bringing patients to the hospitals in Sihanoukville and Phnom Penh.

I have the joy and gratitude by participating in activities of the parish
because through them we glorify God. God bless you.

Let us rejoice for 50th anniversary of the Church of Saint Michael!
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You obey the law of Christ when you offer each other a helping hand. (Galatians6,2)
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History of St. Micbael Zarholic Zbhareb.1965- 2015

Before 1956, the Catholic Church in Sihanoukville had no vestige. The
residents were few in number and no one among them were Christian.

In 1957, there was a trace of French and Vietnamese Christians. So
Bishop Gustavo Raballand sent Fr.Yves Rammouse to celebrate Easter Mass
with them and from then on he endeavoured to visit them once in a while.
When Bishop Raballand returned back to France for good on 24th Febru-
ary 1963, Fr. Yves Ramouse continued the administrative position of Bishop
Raballand in Phnom Penh. As soon as Fr. Yves Ramouse ordained as Bishop of
the Diocese, he rigorously made an effort Catholic all over Cambodia.

Later that year in 1963, Bishop Yves Ramouse sent a letter to King
Sihanouk appealing to bequeath a piece of land in Sihanoukville for the
Catholic Church. The King understood the appeal and favourably to the request.
In 1963, King Sihanouk officially bequeathed the land for the Catholic Church.

On the same year, Church was the inception of the Catholic Church
design by Bishop Ramouse with Fr. Ahadoberry, a Basque priest, with the
assistance of the famed Cambodian architect Vann Molyvann.

In 1965, the Catholic Church in Sihanoukville was built, though dur-
ing that time it has less 3-4 Catholic Christian families. After that Bishop
Ahabdoberry came to help apostolic work until 1967, then he went back to
France.

During the time of Lon Nol in 1970-1975, In 1970 -1975, the resi-
dents in Sihanoukville increased, and so the Christians raised into 20 families.
Among them was a sister from Vietnam who settled near the market togeth-
er with about 10 orphans whom she gathered around the market. But when
the Khmer Rouge broke out in 1975, they took refuge from the terror
and no one knows how many of them survived.

From 1975 until 1990, during the Khmer Rouge regime the Church was
used as a jail and an animal shed, and partly they used it as a storage room.
Enough reason to spare the Church from destruction during the civil war.

At the grip of Khmer Rouge in 1975 until 1990, the Church was transformed
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into a jailhouse and animal shed, and partly as storage room; a fairly good
reason to spare the Church from the onslaught of civil war.

In 1991, the Church became the headquarters (number 6) of the
UNTAC soldiers under the leadership of Colonel Leng Soun who came in order
to help prepare in the national election. Some of them were Catholic Christians,
so the Colonel heeded the request of the soldiers for a priest to celebrate Mass
with them. So Bishop Yves came and had his first Mass after the civil war in the
Church. The Mass was attended by French, Vietnamese and other nationalities.

Some of the UNTAC soldiers believed on the power of the Archangel St.
Michael as their protector, they actually drew the picture of St. Michael in front
of the Church. Since then, the name of the Catholic Church in Sihanoukville is
St. Michael.

On 14th December 1993, after a long process of negotiation, Bishop

Yves Ramouse was able to get back the land from Colonel Leng Soun by paying
him the amount that he demanded from the Bishop.

Towards the end of 1993, the Christian families were increasing in numbers,
so Bishop Yves requested Fr. Venet to come and take care of the Church. But
before that, Bishop Yves also constructed a 2 storey house with 5 rooms for his
priest who will be taking care of the Church.

From 1993 to 2001, Fr. Venet reached out Catholic communities all over
Sihanoukville as far as Khokhong, Kho Sdec and Sre Ambel. He opened a center
for boys and offered scholarship grants especially those who are poor and far
from the school. Fr. Venet's presence in St. Michael Church was remarkable and
made a great difference in the lives of the Christians. He was best remembered

by many as “lok Tha” (grandfather) a giver, and a compassionate to all specially

those who are poor and sick.
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In 2000, before Fr. Venet transferred to Phnom Penh, he initiated the
realization of a retreat house within the vicinity of St. Michael. He invited the
family of Nu Chan Saroen to be the caretaker of the retreat house and assist in
the apostolic works of the Church.

In 2002, Thai Missionary- Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, came to help
Fr. Venet in his ministry. After 5 months, Fr. Werachai took over the full
responsibility of continuing the missionary works of Fr. Venet. In the same year,
when Bishop Yves Ramouse retired from his administrative apostolic work in
the Diocese of Phnom Penh, he opted to stay in St. Michael Parish as an assist-
ant parish priest to Fr. Werachai.

In 2002 to 2007, Fr. Werachai was able to reach out Catholic Christian in
different villages such as Kokchong, BangTaProm, and TraengTruyeng and was
able to build Churches, for them to gather in prayer every Sunday Because of
the growing number of Christians under the Parish of St. Michael, Bishop Emile
Destombes sent missionaries to assist Fr. Werachai in all his missionary works
such as Fr. Achiadoss (2002-2003), Fr. Catcharey (2004- 2006), Fr. Cristoffe
(2006 - 2008) and Fr. Denis Carier (2009 - 2011). Because of their presence, the
Catholic Church in Sihanoukville became the landmark and agent of evangeliza-
tion.

In 2005, the multi-purpose hall was built and the year after the colum-
barium was also erected. Also in 2006, through the invitation of the Bishop
of Phnom Penh - Bishop Emile Destombes, the Religious Missionaries of St.
Dominic came to be of help to whatever works assigned to them in St. Michael
Parish.

In 2006, Fr. Werachai extended his invitation to the DonBosco Fathers
to officiate English Mass every Sunday at 5:00pm. And fortunately, until now
they are of service to the English Speaking Christian community and they even
make themselves available for Khmer Mass every Sunday morning.

In 2007, through the initiative of Fr. Werachai and through the help of
the Congregation of the Religious Missionaries of St. Dominic, two Churches
were built, Bang TaProm and Traeng Truyeng respectively. Pre-primary classes
in Kokchong Village, Bang TaProm and Traeng Truyeng were opened and a

year later, the literacy program in Phong Pheak and Romey Nguwap for out

of school children were also opened, as well as, youth and children formation
program and feeding program and livelihood programs for women such as
sewing and cooking in Srae Ambel, Kokchong village, Bang TaProm and Traeng
Truyeng.

From 2001 until 2011, Fr. Werachai was able to triumphantly fight the
good fight of the many challenges he met during his eleven years of service in
St. Michael Parish. Like Fr. Venet, his presence and leadership was also ben-
efited by many, Buddhists and Christians alike, he sent to the hospitals those
were sick, and extended his helping hand to the prisoners, gave shelter and
assistance to the poor and gave scholarship grants to the youth.

In 2012, Fr. Un Son a Cambodian Priest, was sent by Bishop Olivier to
take the responsibility as parish priest in St. Michael Parish together with Fr.
Denis Carier and Fr. JonhPeng as his assistant parish priests. When Fr. Denis
died on December 19, 2013, 6 months later Fr. Damien joined in the missionary
works of St. Michael Parish.

Fr. Un son with his assistant parish priests, rigorously strengthening all
the missionary works handed over to him by the two missionaries before him.
There are 5 active sub-parishes under St. Michael parish. And each sub-parish-
es, like, Kokchong, Traeng Truyeng, Kho Khong and Srae Ambel are relishing

their presence and the Eucharistic Celebration every Sunday.
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Retreat Center

§:ATAMALE | Retreat Center

2 o

FAINMAanGS U URYsitunstanaciT:Asuigutig]mnnigs

al

SHUGAN:MN{YT URYSMGIRIBIUR{A YyMmajinns)

MURIUR (NimBESMSMIgAIsImIe (AUNUHRYEEMA )Y
tig uys mojwinnunasSmyugmiituns fouds

ANUTHYE (N ANAESIRTAIEREA 905ANI Y 60,000 10U NG USUIA# | Bed room
915 9tWU

The Retreat Center is for people who want to make further reflections
on their own faith and group participation.

Please be inform that the church doesn’t propose for budgets
(for a small group of three people. However, you can helpthe church according
to your generousity..

For a big group, the church asks for 10%$ (40000 riel) per

person for one day and one night.
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History of St. Dominic Church in Bang Ta Prom
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In 2002, Fr. Werachai sent the catechist NuChan Saroen, to teach catechism
to those who were interested to learn about Catholicism. So NuChan Saroen
taught once a month under the house of his mother-in-law. And even the

villagers of Kokchong came to study with him.

In 2006, the sisters from the Congregation of the Religious Missionaries of
St. Dominic came and they too, stayed with NuChan Saroen’s mother-in-law
for 2 nights a week until such time when the Catholic Church was erected.
Fr. Werachai was able to buy a piece of land and through the help of the
Congregation the Church was built in 2007.

Then on, the Activities and programs of St. Dominic Church in Bang Ta Prom
have been;

- Sunday worship and prayer service

- Adult and children catechism

- Values formation of the youth and children

- Kindergarten

- Home visitation

- Helping the poor and sick
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Adult and children catechism
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Values formation of the youth and children
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Kindergarten
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Kohkchong
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In 2001, there were 2 Christian families in Kokchong who were
initially pastored by the Protestant Church. Before long, they had learnt
of the Catholic Christian in Bang Ta Prom and so Chun Cha (one of the
members of the Christian families) asked the help of NuChan Saroen (one
of the Catechist leaders) to convey the message to Fr. Werachai about their
desire to be acknowledged by the Catholic Church. So in 2003, three of the
members of Chun Cha family and Phat and his Son, were accepted and their
baptism were legitimize into Catholicism. On that same year, Fr. Werachai
was able to acquire a land for the Church and immediately, the Church was
erected through the generosity of a Thai benefactor. It was the wish of the
benefactor to have the church named as Our Lady of Guadalupe Church.
Henceforth, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church served as a place of worship and
center of children and youth formation.

In 2005, Fr. Werachai opened the sewing program under the
supervision of one the Christians and it lasted 2 years. And in 2007,
pre-primary school started and was supervised by the Sisters.

In 2009, another building was erected to answer the needs of the
Apostolate. The Activities and programs of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
since 2007 has been;

- Sunday worship and prayer service

- Adult and children catechism

- Values formation of children and youth
- Kindergarten

- Home visitation

- Helping the poor and sick

- Health care and other services
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Sunday worship and prayer service
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Values formation of children and youth
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History of Kohkong Parish
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Koh Kong parish was set up in 1993 with 6 Catholic families who
were living and gathering for worship at Mondol Seima in Koh Kong. For
one year and half, the government officer did not allow them to meet but
still they went to another house to pray in silent way. In 1996, Fr. Robert
Venet, MEP who was responsible of St. Michael parish came to search for
Catholic people. In 1997, Fr. Venet bought land to build a church named St.
Mathew.

Nowadays, St. Mathew has 22 Catholic families (total 68 people in-

clude adult and children).
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Historical background of
Literacy program in Kompong Pear Village

181Ug1000 € BANUAIREMNAISEMIHI (AT ANS MSNER
RgMnumaininniugsigiugifnamitunssywdaisivn
fignsTonig

islguadiscmscoan  inpRuYsiuIgRisang  Sam
neinig 11619 mmmijssgtm@wﬁﬁ;ﬁmmmsmmmegﬁs‘ﬁﬁﬁ 16
ﬁm:iMQhﬁﬁmﬁtLt‘%SiEStmﬁﬂQniﬂ819 Arsi: Shfwmininu SN
Wmgig: (n:onavsfviingjmsnyiinningiging nrunnudinani
MAI]SYw i shninguipmnasgaal MEURnIESscoNA
moif]sms inufiysungnidnisdsisunsgui]sian: gismwio
BUoHR

nfumsguiguiR]smanigind  sjui]snnnsiFisgannis

- <
al

agwigaitn 1 idwibhinsuaimaigivig) sifimansdiga s

=1

huSwithpnonmuia upuingifiis:msnvifsmsiig fnigu

00 AR

3

S

SHIWOUH99-9 4 MGG SIsTaIgOAGD NS IR W NNAYS
ninsifsigia inusigimai)sismosgunamamns g itfufivhisnm
figee swanigmsifafing ihwnsaighitugmusnim: 18l
IRHANDSIGEMINANNSMINDMAY  1SIGhFV09¢  HNHBIFIAMS
wanfgwaighemaunasd ilgjannshananigs iBunsuguaan
UMW SHURSATHURYIYD MYWHNIS: INNAHADUIS{UIS AIMAMED

Arnndenamaiddignamamoiganani]sigmnsy egimwuntss
i

N NS (Blanchard ) §1ANANIST{U16 /I FUR S ( AquinasSchoolManila )

MSHwARUSUISvIg)a ginwyw Saugu§hod

a

In 2009, St. Michael Parish, Sihanoukville extended the apostolate in
Phong Phiak, 45 kilometers from the parish. There are 40 families residing
in this village and their means of living are fishing and farming. The distance
from the nearest public school is 11 kilometers so it is very difficult for the
children to attend their classes and most of them just prefer to stay home
and sometimes help their parents with their work. Seeing that situation, St.
Michael Parish opened a literacy programs in this village.

The Catholic Church provided materials to build a small classroom
and the villagers helped build just to accommodate the almost 80 children
ages 7 to 15 who never go to school. We hired a Khmer teacher who teaches
them every day for 4 hours, and one of our sisters teaches English, values
and hygiene three times a week.

After one year of the literacy program, those ages 11 to 15 were
accelerated to grade 6, so we provided them bicycle so that they could
attend to regular classes in the public school.

After 5 years, the number of children increased, and so the
classroom is not enough to accommodate all of them so we divided them
into two. Since the classroom is made of wood some parts are already
broken and not any more conducive for learning especially during the rainy
season.

Last year, 2014 the local government offered to us a small piece of
land, enough to build a new school, a library and a toilets for the children.
So through the help of the Canadian Bishop Blanchard and Aquinas School

Manila, the new 2 classroom with a kitchen and a toilet was built.
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Historical Background of Romeas Nguap village
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In 2008, St. Michael Catholic Church extended the apostolate
in Romey Nguwap through the request of the villagers. We started our
apostolate by opening the literacy programs under the house of one family.
After 2 years, the Catholic Church was able to buy a small land. And when the
Korean Youth came in 2011 they helped build the small cottage - “school”-
to accommodate the almost 70 children ages 6 to 15 for literacy programs.

There are 35 families residing in this village and their means of
living are fishing and farming. The distance from the nearest public
school is 10 kilometers so it is very difficult for the children to attend their
classes and most of them just prefer to stay home and sometimes help their
parents with their work. This is the reason why since then we tried to help this
children learn the basic lesson that they need to learn.

Towards the end of 2012, some of the members of Saint Vincent
the Paul, helped purchased another 8 x 15 sq.m of land at the back of the
existing one. So now we already have a bigger place.

In June 2014, some benefactors from Belgium also came and
build 2cubicles of comfort rooms and another cottage - classroom- as an
extension, so we were able to divide the children into two.

And through the help of the members of St. Vincent de Paul
Australia, and the Quibic Missionary society, the children were able to have
tables and chairs as well kitchen and a small resting place for a missionary.

Everyday, there is Khmer teacher who teaches them every day for 4
hours, and one of missionary teaches English, values and hygiene four times
a week.

Those ages 11 to 15 were accelerated to grade 6, so we provided them bi-
cycle so that they could attend to regular classes in the public school. As of
now, 2015 there are 27 students attending classes and in public school and

35 students are attending the programs.
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SRAE AMBEL St. Therese of the Child Jesus Of SRAE AMBEL
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Between the year 1995 and 1996, small numbers of Christians came
to live in Srae Ambel. As soon as they settled down, they gathered together
to pray every Sunday in the house of Mr. Thaom Yang. Later that year they
informed Msgr. Yves Ramousse about their presence and activities in that
place.

Immediately, the Bishop visited them and sent Fr. Vianney (the
parish priest of St. Michael in Sihanoukville) to take care of them until his next
assignment in 2000. However a new parish priest had been installed for St.
Michael's Parish, Fr. Werachai. He eventually took over the responsibility of Fr.
Vianney and carried out everything that had been started.

In 2007, the Dominican Sisters, helped the parish priest build the
Christian community by teaching catechism and constant visitation.

In 2009, the people in the village would take turns as host-venue to
gather themselves for worship. After some time, Fr. Werachai consequently
bought a house to also have it as venue for catechism classes. Since
then, the Christians had the place - “the Church” as they call
it, to gather together and pray every Sunday.

In the case of the sisters, they N
also have their own place to
stay for at least 3 days
in a week to have
regular activities
for the Christians
and have

even

created some activities for the youth and children (for Buddhists and Christians
alike.)

In 2010, Fr. Werachai bought a 1 hectare land located at the center
of Srae Ambel to provide a venue to conduct same activities that are
implemented in other villages. In 2012, Fr. Son the new parish priest
of St. Michael Parish and his assistant Fr. Denis, processed a building
the this

the Word of God and share our faith to everyone

permit for realization of the project; aims to proclaim
in the village
more visibly.

In 2013, before the passing of Fr. Denis, he completed the sourcing
of funds from his Society and friends & has raised the remaining amount
needed to construct the Church. Towards the end of 2014, the construction of
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic
Church in Srey Ambel

was inaugurated.
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St. Martin de Porres Church Traeng Truyeng
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Before 2003, there were Vietnamese Christians who came to work
in Traeng Truyeng. They actually took the initiative of coming together
every Sunday to pray in their own language. In 2003, two Christians - Prom
Ngaw and Pon Toean informed Fr. Werachai about the growing number of
Vietnamese Christians in that village. So during his visitation, he had seen
the need of renting one house as a place of worship during Sundays for the
faithful. And he earnestly celebrates Mass once a month. And two years
later, Fr. Werachai was able to buy a land and solicited assistance from the
Dominican Congregation to help build the Church.

In 2007, St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church in Traeng Truyeng
was built and in the same year, through the supervision of the Dominican
Sisters, catechism for Christian children and youth, pre-primary classes,
sewing program for the youth and values formation were opened.

The Activities and programs of St. Martin Church in Traeng Truyeng
through the help of Sin Hong and other active Christians have been carried
out until today such as;

- Sunday worship and prayer service

- Adult and children catechism

- Values formation of the youth and children
- Kindergarten

- Home visitation

- Helping the poor and sick
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Values formation of the youth and children
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[ 91] Sunday worship and prayer service
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Kindergarten
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