I

ﬁﬁﬁesi’a‘? ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ%iﬂﬁ@gi’

-

L) Www. ca *hollcphnojnpaﬂnh org ®) catholic Phnom Penh ®
@) catholicphnompenh@gmail.com [§)www.facebook.com/CatholicPhnomPenh




o)

)/

&

‘.-E-_”"l\lﬂu‘m msr*i 2

IDPINNNIGSESISIF: SSPIRSBIBD F[PBIE DHIBBEH
PB1928MR BRSNS
vhystiguend

nEIAM uAYMH BAgpdRminigns:aigl niighuo fzanm bt syayokor ilgiaiga
nruhysSara IRumssguvmamnisighaswinng 1 §ig: igSamaRdenandin Sa8
riARMUkysigtinmsantphvswiEl ibhmipiRanehgs Simanndin:hne
TS RN AN ABISTIISMENIMSIUNS INWAIRUHIG MIWATHSAMA DiifIANe
manme Ok msgwiniids wabagamAdmEins AucAmus iWgaypiUNE
@0 9DAZHYA (N UNAESEGUANN BIANANATISIUIS AN GSSOIIAY éiﬁjﬂ] BIANaNAJIS]
wiewent Anhnghisnuiansuivae ildiungneduisiasdiduandamguiaers
(19 AInY 4 gtﬁjm winnanAjistpisagpiisiansuisne AnhouiRuhyswinnanAjisiien
Aty IRBs o Snsingemgim lgrins oot dunomisidis: |

:evnassguguigSaiga BafnangSIvauRyS R IRumssgusIanmnisiahy
Bwinng r?nﬁmjmﬁn'f&mmﬁnﬁjmﬁ'mfm%ﬁmmémnuhfsﬁ@u?a?gfﬁmﬁgzﬁﬁmzuﬁﬁ?ﬁ 't;fn
Sta ilgjebimsiia 9 ipiduibhm sisifiminimi seithaanisiia hipwy hagnisning
UABIMNANG] e thammismaiiag PanuthamuguisSatviyad Rutdinsegumey
iWwLInNaNA] ANIwARLIR SR g gim 9 idhimInmIEwELNIYN W DRHITNANN
ntgwaUsnnand Bunsanuign:iiag dun:anassenisaagh 1 igis: iksaga
Brshysigndunvamsa Rumsegusinnmaisinhaswinng iansiendhSaniman
fzﬁﬁmﬁufﬁmeIMﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiUf{Iﬁsw §hfnnsﬁajttfjhm'fﬁuﬁtm0%m%§jm i Sandmciuhys
nuomssiA Rumsantisighatwinng BivhysnigsariRuapighn AANUIWASEING

sRveian: I EADm AN SRRARmERmAs i s sﬂgﬁss:wmﬁumiﬁnwﬁs
IR 1AsuNw fﬁmsmnmﬂﬁwpmfﬁmswmwwm i Andm RN Wik
mainimh (newnn:faoia tn:fag Buian syunaEiantitinimi isahwan:

e ﬁ; [ UIURIN g
hysipugna!

neuis: M2magwIldHans upivhysHanativmsant Ruugant isighfinniong
BRI WA SNG4 mmm&gmﬁ&gmghmm&n Acistigiuantdy ”WIHM[]ISNISjiUﬁJ
i 9 frsiant awdmsicnsiedbaguisigaiia dmaaiapnswdnsionsepdguis]
phnd is:ngtisia SudiQuandueAaguinie 1 jprhywinawe s sp:agagin b
it ovfinuis:aeivofaptivhng:§adane inmilalt uag:pom o 1 s gty
wiananAjiuEIIh msaipodaeguistiienent ishieaagh msanpodgistivatidums

QI T, DL

g —

_ & g\%

— (/)

NS —

|



&

“é] Ewant AR SR IR A uywig)a Gigamsaipodas! ildisinywuhysianuias

T

ﬁj:'uﬁ&

ShingwiphEsiiugs e ebnibapio)nvandy Bgjanvrigiuamnnion g andy
isligémoie@oenamigynnjoghysigipnuguisiatdpRdnmimnan SYAWHAYM

o
a. o ° o a o

ShinnSheAUTA SN SHANIUN TN IWENSN:EgIRsgiim 9 1 : Rt Sanangm
gruisiahmniia nsimuivaisijpoaigh SatnuoAuijuivoibhmoaislilinnAwis:fo

v <
1

o

° "

fysies GigniimunmiuwincAais hwaniliait bl e gua{n e

AR G ANGNNS DS el aisipisumin ghizsan gloend ysiglinlipuiea
wisengmin® HEesanung aelansigrnanurgindgistiaaonagmig 1 stauma
githiSunRHATIY @i anepas iSutnAnA @i andiy iSuiAgnA oiEs iluasitime
aSSywainimug:Sywadniana sllgjiesapauin s ilguihsupountid 115 uianm
HAQIY G aNeNES iEsnnAgnA g andly iutannnn onBs IRuskhs IRutwHAyh 10
Ribhesisimima RGERTa el s 1 1ST0Uis: b antaiig v Ui (0 181
Fionwad vhimsigiimatainmna isinumasnhiciapasipaituznrgwnsgn
ishnugamaghifipy selimaninigs Shms2nanwywosssmspubynimis wwan
HAMISIFI SA(A (WIS M) 4 1stinuis:ggiiiSundm anamanmas Gk hituns
isighedndunt shgwimmsRo 35 0y WS ARkTimsaiRyiRUE
isighan ildjwRvARUINBHURIA SIYAISW NG wangamansisrpiuc iy
isightigiuaigamay tiwa magiioaam damansiunw -Bgiaudmighuiniuin
UgiengBsmspwndyn {igtmuigs msigmomymagtmine Rauagisimwgyh
gmithywpwiituhwgunighgaitgar nuibianois: tiandmivouifttn
ifues ihwaniuoianussivsumuisiia g

SHINMUAYS DK gjilidipinisivoAvijs §omimonuna ntitigimagh
m@ﬁm:mmaéémf{mﬁﬁ ihwiandmt DatusiiglmoinnSienbis guaghfeia 9 ishian
tagueaima ishnuibhguenies ishauis:figidmanainnendasgufia fungih
gstinifiaas 1 abmsamidwivc Ay idgepbysmmouiiainnJupinsiclivaiby 9
iafcnsigritanby igisbhesinmoguwinafive iguiliafananads b iy
MBI [ MOHE U MITN:uNAES [N hiAEsInuTM @ SInTnmiR
Anniun ssiphmivnd unsadint ldijuizsialansuisas 1 Ui ygwin: IR 6
uﬁhtm:m@tﬁnuﬁmmmuym @Juﬁﬁmfmiﬁm@fn§§utﬁnwﬁff;tﬁéj:ﬁiﬁmgnfﬁmfmsﬁ@ﬁtﬁh
IF1 NS UIEAIS 4

ibhriiths a i mnasSiuAIGRRSIpe gt Suisipienaym ldjendhjuye
isiginaimoistig) simnisiia iwimaismioaiinmusipuepminvhysiigas miiwuas
ARz  tbhniihs Wden: unasSiuriihdni gpi-agh mofuipurhdaany
ifgjegunginimisiimisivny ik PhapHTNSupUAgoiy ihETh s bR

miInmas U8 apop:unassisipiesnt niunassubhanin ibhnstalavw fig) L
tayw iwoAntjuiayw Samniayw ;
o ool

o

=
=
3

:




HEUSFIRY
Social

o0,
=

snnnssifissasiemiganns Sifesgisisnsnmen 8
BENGREHS

wmimiisu msguiminiaypuinntwis]
ANHUITI TS MIYAMNAY ((HNA) AREANY
NAYMNAINMARARIUNA:ANASSMYUA 58
maninm RGN UEwEIsMiTA PIs gAY
Bumanmstinduljy isladginano
vinabiéns sapwsdw ndmiging ghama
FhAmingithd i589 5881 W0 9G 182 9
iAmEmi U8 yhoyegusuRIvANN
AREMOGINMNAAN DSBS SaAYSIE]
mswmim ShMamanmueag wunman
RUIFIR AN N SUIR AT N UYWRASHYATS:
INWOUIREAATMIGOES NSHISYRAUBATH AN
Shegninoatigm: SisRyivsminoidsiva
NSAAGRUIFIGONAY InAYROIigATIRMW
NS2NANWMIGSANKMA GINS AN M IN TR
umsifis: im:dusipisuagiSs it s
18219 9 1ANAUSH mm:ua&tu’?ﬁ%ﬁ?nﬁ@fmﬁuﬁmga
IMNARYAN HANS YHABEY IR SHSNS
BAnGUlEANRRIMIMANIR U g AR ARIN: Y
AamismUm BAgHALD 0S AT Msighiel
MSHAGIUIYAUHA FAFLNIUNIVAIHATR Gien:
aignsiiunsyAus UM SAmMHGIRIR A
Andinn:dh ShAUSNM Y HARMSMISIUANEIS
sswmmwininatathnsmiadasamasiEhts
suigmasidumhundaispaimstinmmn
igmeibhgiaauinutoidesl
maiR e ATAIMASANUThhARLMA
OO IWINUYWHAgHEAIS: MSimAsms
miRCIESYWABAUNUNMS s gumimtiisianan
Yuis: NwauighENNIANNRUINAZOA ShiA
fnsiananitumsgaswadpgntadin:anian
nsRAgFuluis: ShayugUBIANARIWSIM: AU
ShnmOmigghig)altBsmoensunt]sisidis:
S NN NS FMAIR UGB SMIANNAGSS

g Z
4}

-—t
)
>
EI'

WUHIg: 1
2] vV e

:)3

4:12 23
o3

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

.

aRgmnInaiAn g

RaggRhiti 1 I wmiseenanwastingye
ny wﬁusmumwhmwnmﬁwmsm

HALY anm 88 emimaagnsighanén
iant NyssmsHuUEEIM:InUIFiamyAnmak
smfn;ntﬁmStmmtnmejh;smmgs‘ﬁJstLﬁﬁéﬁ
iismwnnumigwizinugsgeadnnsidisdn
Bnsmltamsil ShasHRANaMNARGRINAR
CRI USRI E R

MYMIUNAUAURA AES HAFGUUSARNN
BIRWIUSNA NSUMUD ANBRNUMTMIHUT
islananis: Shipiegueiusugisiannneipty
RIS NAT TS{nTunI[n A R TR NS 9

rMNHUITIRSEEMIR WA DSOIUREIgH
mwaSagofuvaRnguiceisp:Tuninme
W Supinsnmimywin:snasSiguiia

o

gjnsannnis: ishileistgs guoon

RisceuS €9



| HRUSSURY
Social

B4

SPECIAL SCHOOL FOR AUTISTIC CHILDREN

sE ISt gHmA enwndin

Many parents gathered happily on the compound
of the Special School for Autistic Children in the South-
ern Phnom Penh pastoral sector in the Catholic diocese
of Phnom Penh. They gathered to celebrate the 1st an-
niversary of the opening of this special school for autis-
tic children. The gathering was held on the occasion of
International Children’s Day on 1st June 2018. This
school is located in Sonsam Kosal village, Boeung Tum-
pun quarter of Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.

Fr. Damien Fahrner, the priest in charge of the
Southern Phnom Penh

pastoral sector gave a welcome speech to the par-
ents/guardians of the students who have shown much
improvement since the school was established one year
ago. The school began humbly without skilled staff
when it received only 8 children. But now the school
has made considerable progress with 40 students pres-
ently enrolled. The priest said that with the many par-
ents waiting for the establishment of the school for the

autistic children because there were not many such

www.catholicohnompenh.org i

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

schools in Cambodia. “Our school meets the needs of
society because the poor, the rich or middle-income
families with autistic children need such a school in
their vicinity where all such children can be trained and
taught,” said Fr. Damien.

A representative of the parents with such children,
Mrs. John Sokuntheavy spoke to all participants ex-
pressing her joy at the results of these children who
have received education, training and knowledge with
loving and careful attention. The representative said
that it was very painful to see the children with this dis-
ability. “Parents stand to lose time and income caring
for their children but now this school is a welcome re-
lief” According to Mrs. John Sokuntheavy, one year ago
saw the children developing a steady improvement af-
ter they have been received into the school. She
thanked the priest and the management of the school
for trying hard to pay attention to these autistic chil-
dren. She expressed sadness for other such children
and their parents who are unable to enroll their chil-
dren in this school as there is no space or compound,
which puts a limit on the number of students who can
be accommodated. “To these parents, | urge them to
walk forward with hope.”

Mrs. Saphea Nith, a parent said with tears in her
eyes: “Before | was desperate because when | walk in
the street, | had to put up with name-calling with peo-
ple saying | have a mentally retarded child. However, for
more than a month since coming to this school | see my
child, Monoka, getting better and | thank the school and
teachers for providing me and my child great hope.”

According to Mrs. Simon, the person in charge of St.
Lucia’s pre-school, the children who have completed
their education at this school must be received into St.
Lucia’s pre-school run by the church of the Child Jesus in
Boeung Tumpum.

The Special School for the Development and Care of
Autistic Children, started with the initiative by the pa-
rishioners of the church of the Child Jesus and with the
co-operation of the parish this school was set up in ear-
ly June 2017.
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Catholic Church observes Vocation
Day with seminar for Youth

The Catholic Church in Cambodia held a seminar on
vocations with the theme a “Good Pastor” to coincide
with the 56th vocation day worldwide. The seminar took
place on 28-29 April 2018 at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and
Paul in Phnom Penh Thmei with hundreds of Catholic
youth from the three dioceses in Cambodia present.

Commencing the seminar, Fr. Un Son a committee
member for the youth and vocations, thanked Bishop Ol-
ivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh for always making strenuous efforts in education
and opening his heart wide to organise the vocation day.

At the seminar, His Lordship Bishop Olivier instructed
the youth on the meaning of the letter of the Holy Father,
Pope Francis for this day. The Bishop encouraged the
participants by saying: “Today Pope Francis allows us to
reflect on the youth because the youth and their vocation
in the Church is a special strength of the present Church.”

Bishop Olivier went on to say that the Catholic youth
who have faith in Jesus leading their lives, must have joy
as they lead other non-Catholic youth to discover the
light coming out of us by witnessing: “First, be silent and
listen to the Word of God. Second, consider everything in
a spiritual manner. Third, live by the Word of God putting
it into practice in your personal life.”

One youth Long Lisopheavean from Phnom Penh
Thmei Church showed her interest by saying: “This pro-
gramme enables me to think clearly the path | should
choose for the future and it also enlightens me more
clearly, which way | should decide to help the Church. Not
only in the parish | belong to but with other parishes in
Cambodia.” The youth added that the help she got was
to see more in the advice of the Bishop to make good
decisions at difficult moments. She mentioned that Fr.
Phan Borei did emphasise: “There are priests and nuns
who help to open the way for us by setting an example
to make right decision.” What she saw is the love that
the priests, the bishops and the nuns have shared during
every activity and in prayer, which is like opening wide
our hearts.”

The local Church always encourages the youth to re-
flect on God'’s calling through groups like Emanuel and
Samuel for the youth. In particular, the Apostolic Vicari-
ate of Phnom Penh always holds overnight prayer service
for vocations every year for the last three years and the
activity still continues.
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SIX-TY{SEVEN|{CANDIDATES!RECEIVE
SACRAMENT;OF, CONFIRMATION

Sixty seven candidates from six parishes in the Tonle
Bassac pastoral sector congregated at St. Anthony’s church
in Koh Tiev village, Koh Thom district to receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation on the occasion of blessing of a new
bell and a new bell-tower. The Confirmation rite was presided
by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh on 6th May 2018. A larger number of the
Catholic faithful witnessed the event.

At the start of the Eucharist, His Lordship Bishop Olivier,
priests, the candidates and the faithful assembled to pray in
front of the new bell mounted on the new tower in order to
ask God to bless them as a sign of admonishing the faithful to
come for prayer and worship.

In his homily, the Bishop instructed the faithful by saying:
“God is love so we as Catholics must have the heart of love,
joy and pray always in order to create a relationship with God
and forgive one another. It is because God wants us to have
life, happiness and become the children of God, who live in
love.”

A Confirmation candidate Yeang Theary from Sa’ang
Church said that the sacrament was very useful because it
gives the seven fruits which include Wisdom, Understanding,
Truth, the gift of counsel, Might, Knowledge and Fear of the
Father. These can provide strength and one can receive even
more from God. “It is the energy from the Holy Spirit that
helps me with an even firmer faith in Jesus.”

“After having received the sacrament of Confirmation, |
will try to do good with guidance from God and if there are
neighbors asking me questions, I will tell them of the Good
News of Jesus.” Mrs. Theary continued.

The six parishes from where the candidates came from
are Chrey Thom, Sa’ang, Koh Tiev, Toul Krasang, Poban
(Sampan) and Boeung Chhouk. The parishes are under lead-
ership of Fr. Peter Levanti
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Takhmao Pastoral Sector

The Takhmao Pastoral Sector in the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh held a ceremony to welcome Fr. Fran-
¢ois Xavier Demont and his installation as Parish priest.
The installing ceremony was officiated by Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
on 27th May 2018. A good number of the Catholic faithful
witnessed the function.

The installation ceremony was held during Holy Mass
to glorify and thank God. In his homily, before installing
the new priest, His Lordship Bishop Olivier instructed the
new parish priest about his role and office to be carried
out by saying that the priest has a role of a father rep-
resenting God. The priest has the heart of a father like
God for leadership, protection and care giving. Another
thing is “You as priest, please be a surrogate father who
advises his children on what to do and you have to clasp
your hands to lead their lives fully.” The priest has to act as
a friend like Jesus, who leads His flock to have the warmth
to share everything and a priest is also a brother in terms
of the faith so that they will find peace in the name of the
a loving brother.

Be reminded about the feast of Pentecost celebrated
by the parish last week. It is the receiving of the Holy Spir-
it, which is the Breath of God. The Bishop urged the new
priest to continue visiting the villages, “Please go to each
place to establish relationships with love in order to fulfill
your Pastoral mission.”

The Bishop emphasised: “I entrust you with my role.
It is education to know the Word of God and lead them to
others to become a holy people through each sacrament
as well as to manage the pastoral sector’s finances.”

In addition to the recommendations to the priest,
Bishop Olivier also spoke to the faithful gathered by saying
that brothers and sisters are the pillars of the Church hav-
ing to do something to bring them together as one family
with love and compassion.
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South Phnom Penh's Pastoral Sector e
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International Children’s
Day Celebrations
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Some two hundred children joined the International
Children’s Day celebrations observed by the church of the
Child Jesus in BoeungTumpun so that the children can un-
derstand more about their rights and share in the joy of
their lives. The celebration took place on 1st June 2018 at
Sonsam Kosal village, Boeung Tumpun quarter in Mean-
chey district, Phnom Penh.

Fr. Damien Fahrner, the priest in charge of the South-
ern Phnom Penhpastoral sector said: “I observe that even
though they are not Catholics, they consider the church as
their second home because they come and play here every
day. Besides this, they come from different centers and or-
ganizations.” According to the priest, the one-day celebra-
tion was intended for them to have fun and be able to play
with other children in a friendly atmosphere. “Humans
needs joy in life and have to share the joy with others and
live a life of happiness, which is also the right of children,”
the priest added. He emphasised that fun-filled activities
had provided the happiness. The Church has also helped
educate them about the rights of children in addition to
the curriculum in state-run schools.

Fr. Damien said that as far as the Church is concerned
all peoples of various classes have the same rights to life
and participate in society. The priest instructed all families
to respect each other including their children to respect
their parents and other parents with the same respect.
Respecting one another is the foundation for building a
society with fraternity and with no division because any di-
vided society is not structurally sound. It should be pointed
out that the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh under the
leadership of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh through the Pastoral Office
for Youth and Children has urged each parish to pay great
attention and initiate similar programmes for the children.
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YouTH OFFICE MAKES REMARK-

ABLE PROGRESS IN TEN YEARS

The Pastoral Office for Youth and Children celebrated the
10thanniversary of its pastoral services in the presence of Bish-
op Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh. The Catholic youth, religious, the founder representing
the office attended the event with joy on 31st May 2018 at the
chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Commencing the ceremony, Mr. Son Saroeun, a represen-
tative of the Pastoral Office gave a presentation to all partici-
pants so that they would know the achievements and activities
that have been carried out so far. This year, the representative
made mention of three main activities carried out, namely: the
youth organized several pilgrimages, they participated in open-
ing of the year for the youth and they took part in three semi-
nars a year. There are training courses for leaders and assistant
leaders of the youth group, the preparation of the youth synod.

The teenagers had a joint seminar twice a year, visiting
parishes, the meeting of teenagers and the camp for children.
Thirdly, Children had a year-to-year progress with seminars for
pre-schools, the young Scouts, the visiting of the Scouts in par-
ishes, the camp for the Scouts and the celebration of Interna-
tional Children’s Day.

Besides the above-mentioned activities, the Pastoral Of-
fice has played a role in coordinating closely with the youth
groups in terms of the activities abroad like Taizé in France, the
BILA meeting in Thailand, the pilgrimage in faith, Asia Youth
Day, Word Youth Day and also some other youth related activi-
ties.

The Pastoral Office for Youth and Children was established
on 30th May 2008 by the former Vicar General Msgr. Olivier
Schmittaeusler before he was elected bishop, together with
Mr. Ham Toeur, Mr. Phon Sophal and his companions and Fr.
Werachai Sri Pramong, as the coordinator. Currently, Mr. Son
Saroeun takes charge of the Pastoral Office along with Frs. Fer-
nando Zapata and Charles Lechipan as the coordinator.
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On the night of 5 July 2018, the Catholic Diocese
of Phnom Penh held the 72th day of praying for voca-
tions at the Carmelite Monastery in Kandal province’s
AngSnoul district. Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler led
this prayer service. The event saw a larger number of
Catholic faithful from the nearby areas attending.

In his homily, His Lordship Bishop Olivier said that
Jesus had led many people to have renewed life — it
allows each person united to Jesus discovering life’s
value and meaning, which is a treasure. The Bishop
further said that the main reason Jesus had led them
to receive renewed life is because, He knows the faith
of those persons. Jesus healed not only the body but
importantly what is in their hearts. That’s why Jesus
leads each person to be able to fulfill their own roles
on this earth. “God chooses us although sometimes
we do not know it but we still have hope, a need and
the thirst, which allows Jesus to enter into our hearts.
It is for us to stay awake and recognize the call of each
one of us,” Bishop Olivier added.

The Bishop also emphasised: “The call of God is
different for each of us but the call leads us to have
joy. Prayers and the proclamation of the Gospel are to
walk together always. We will not have the strength
to spread the Good News of God if we do not find a
source of life in Jesus Christ in prayers in our life.”

Bishop Olivier also requested that the Catholic
youth who are seeking the calling of God must try
hard to listen to His voice in order to bring the Gospel

to the Cambodian people.
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il I :JJI.{ ”fl jl ! _,-II | Approximately 2,000 Catholic faithful from the
- Wl i . three dioceses of the Catholic Church in Cambo-
; dia, converged on the Land of Martyrdom in Kam-
pong Thom province’s Tankok district. They all
gathered to remember and pray for those killed
and wounded during the 1975-1979 Pol Pot re-
gime 40 years ago. The memorial service was pre-
sided over by His Eminence Cardinal Louis-Marie
Ling Mangkhanekhoun of the diocese of Vien-
tiane, Laos. The con-celebrants were Bishop Oli-
ver Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh and the two Apostolic Prefects, Mgr.
Enrique Figaredo of Battambong and Mgr. Anto-
nysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures
His Lordship Bishop Olivier said: “Today the
Church in Cambodia gets together to remember
those killed during the civil war under the dicta-
torship of Pol Pot including the those Catholics
who suffered and died in the church and became
martyrs. Those martyrs were willing to lay down
their lives for us to survive today.” The Bishop en-
couraged Catholics gathered by saying: “When
we encounter sufferings, it is a time in which the
faith is a source of strength leading us to receive
life and special strength. It is hoped that we unite
to be able to create a new world, which is better
than today’s for our descendants and for our
brothers and sisters to life in peace and harmony.”

On this occasion, His Eminence Cardinal Louis-
Marie Ling offered encouraging words to the Cath-
olic faithful to pay attention to the presence of
Jesus, who bestows life on us. He explained that
the sufferings of the faithful Catholics had helped
us enter a larger family of the Church by baptism
irrespective of race or nationality.

During the Pol Pot era, the Catholic Church
and other religious bodies in Cambodia had suf-
fered very much in terms of losing properties and
nearly complete loss of human resources, which
affected Bishops, priests, nuns and the Catholic
faithful.

The Church in Cambodia has survived during
this dreadful period in the 1990s and at present
there are now 9 local priests among nearly 200
priests, who are ministering the Church. The Cath-
olic Church is a minority religious group in Cambo-
dia where there are a little more than 20, 000
Catholics within a population of 16 million.
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&1 Bishop Olivier blesses new church
- bell

St. Frangois Xavier’s Church in Champa held a blessing cer-
emony for a new bell-tower and a new bell that has just been
built and bell installed. The blessing ceremony took place on
17th June 2018 with a large number the Catholic faithful at-
tending. Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicari-
ate of Phnom Penh officiated at the solemn ceremony. On the
occasion, His Lordship Bishop Olivier also confirmed 70 candi-
dates, who have recently been baptized.

In his homily, the Bishop encouraged and urged the Catho-
lic faithful present to live a life according to the Will of God. He
also instructed them to take into account the goal of life, which
is being disciples and friends of Jesus in a meaningful manner.
“Whether we are in the body or separated from it, we have
only one goal, which is to do everything pleasing to God. Our
life is a renewed life and we have think and play our roles in
society and in the Church doing everything to please God,” the
Bishop emphasised.

Bishop Olivier also spoke to the candidates to be confirmed
saying: “For a little while, brothers and sisters, you will receive
the Holy Spirit, who leads us to become new persons. You will
receive the Spirit of wisdom, which leads to remembering
God. The Spirit leads us to understanding. The Spirit also leads
us to know the truth without being misled, especially through
money, which in turn leads us to be mislead in society. The Spir-
it gives the gift of counsel to live our own life in order for us not
to become violent persons. The Spirit gives the fruit of might
to show others the wrong way and praise those who walk on
a good path.” Bishop Olivier continued that the Holy Spirit is a
special strength to act as good children who please God. The
Bishop also encouraged the Catholic faithful to acknowledge
their sins by depending on the Grace and the merciful gifts of
God, which forgives people who do wrong in the eyes of God.

Bishop Olivier said: “We are really small seeds in the Cam-
bodian society, yet we make progress in becoming a tree with
many branches, which provide shade, peace and love com-
ing truly from the Grace and forgiveness of God. The new bell
came at a cost of more than USS$ 6,000.”
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Celebration of Memorial Nass for
he late Fr. James P. Noona

The Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh celebrated a me-
morial Mass for the late Fr. James P. Noonan on 2nd June
2018 at St. Joseph’s Church in Phsar Toich, Phnom Penh. The
memorial Mass was celebrated by Bishop Oliver Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The con-
celebrants were Mgr. Enrique Figaredo of Battambong and
Mgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures.

The late Fr. James P. Noonan passed away on 7th May
2017 at the age of 83 after a long illness. The late priest had
fulfilled his pastoral missions in Cambodia from 1991 until
2009. He had served the local people and joined in efforts in
the rehabilitation and the development of Cambodian soci-
ety with love in the wake of the Pol Pot genocide regime. For
nearly two decades he had initiated a lot of programmes in
order to help people with HIV-AIDS whether they be children
or adults as an encouragement for them until they breathed
their last. He initiated many other programmes in the service
of the Cambodian people.

Fr. Robert Piché (Bob), the rector of the Catholic Major
seminary of St. Jean Marie Vianney in Phnom Penh said: “I
knew him since 1970 in the Phillipines where we met up and
| saw him as a very simple man. He did not have a car nor
a motorcycle, but he rode a tuk-tuk (three-wheeled motor),
or a bus. He used to be dressed in simple clothes. He was an
organised person and a practical man but easy to approach.
He had shown his interest on people who have needs and
always wanted to help them. In Cambodia, he had helped
orphans and took care of those living with AIDS. In addition
to society’s needs, he had engaged in pastoral activities of
the Church. He was a generous priest with sound wholesome

faith and was a genuine witness of God.”
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Thirty Catholics from English-speaking and Korean
communities including St. Joseph’s parish in Phsar Toich
received the sacrament of confirmation during Pen-
tecost celebration. The ceremony took place on 19th
May 2018 with Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh as the main celebrant.
There were about a thousand Catholics who took part
in the service including Cambodian, Korean, French,
American, Indian, Philippinos, Thai, Pakistani, African,
Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese nationals.

His Lordship Bishop Olivier spoke to the 30 candi-
dates asking them to try hard to act as active Catho-
lics with prayers and by taking part in activities of each
group of the parish. They receive the sacrament and
should get involved in society putting the Words of God
into practice: “Love one another as | have loved you.”

“Putting the Words of God into practice will lead
us to be able to get involved in society with activities
based on truth, justice, respect for the environment
and for each other because God is love. If we put these
into practice, then it is like a dark sky that shines with
stars and each star has its name,” continued the Bishop.

The Bishop also mentioned: “The Holy Spirit we re-
ceive is the spirit of the truth, which leads us to encoun-
ter complete truth and the light of the truth rendering
us to think of the past history so that we can see the
future in order to journey in the present towards fruit-
ful future.”

The Bishop said: “Today the Royal Government of
Cambodia marks the day of remembrance, and for us
Catholics it is a time for us to unite to declare that we
are the disciples of Jesus with justice, love, joy and the
truth which destroys every evil act like war so as to live
a renewed life in God.”
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The Queen of Peace Church in Phnom Penh diocese sol-
emnly celebrated the memorial feast of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of the Church on 21st May 2018. Bishop
Olivier Schmittaeusler of the diocese presided over the Holy
Mass in honour of Our Lady. The event saw a good number of
Catholic faithful attending.

The Holy Father Pope Francis made the announcement of
establishing a new feast for the Catholic Church — the feast of
Our Lady- the Mother of the Church. So the Church set a date
to celebrate it each year following Pentecost.

Commencing the ceremony, His Lordship Bishop Olivier
instructed priests, nuns and Catholics gathered to recite the
Rosary, pray in front of the statue of Our Lady, who is carrying
the Child Jesus in Her arms with love.

The Bishop said the opening prayers at Mass to petition
God for humans to be able to find peace through Mary, who is
the Mother of our Lord and the Church.

In his homily, the Bishop said that the Blessed Virgin Mary
was always both the Mother of our Lord and the Church. “But
this year, Pope Francis decided that we celebrate Our Lady’s
feast, the Mother of the Church because She received the sta-
tus of “Mother” twice. First, when the Angel Gabriel came to
tell Her about the birth of Jesus where She agreed to be the
Mother of our Lord. Second, when Jesus was on the cross, He
told the Blessed Virgin Mary to receive John, the representa-
tive of the Apostles and the Catholic Church to be Her son.
He even asked John to receive Her as a mother.” The Bishop
emphasised that the Blessed Virgin Mary had received these
two roles of the mother of the Church.

Bishop Olivier went on to say that the Church had needed
a mother to take care of and provide the warmth to know her
children’s suffering and take interest on each child without
abandoning them even though they do wrong. “A mother who
abandons her child is a mentally ill mother, but the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary does not abandon us, who are the Church.”

The Bishop also encouraged all the Catholics by saying
that the Blessed Virgin Mary had gone into the love of God
because He elevated Her into heaven in body and spirit. “This
shows that Mary is between the wilderness and the world.
She holds our hands warmly in a slow journey to experience
the love of God.”
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Yesterday, on the occasion of the feast of Corpus
Christie (Body and Blood of Jesus) Our Lady of the
Smiles parish held the First Holy Communion service
for five Catholic children. The celebration of the feast
was presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. A large number
of the Catholic faithful witnessed the event in Cham-
ka Tieng village, Kous commune of Takeo province’s
Tramkak district.

The Bishop mentioned the example of St. Therese
when she was a child, she had asked to receive the Sa-
cred Host, she could not sleep for two days. Therese
could not sleep because she was excited. And she said
that when she received Jesus, she felt like He was kiss-
ing her.

The Bishop stressed: “In the world there are many
injustices today. In Cambodia there are rich and poor
people. We as Catholics have to think of the poor. This
means the poor need shelter and food for their children.
In this world there are many problems related to injus-
tice as there are shortages of food, clothing and shelter.”

The Bishop urged the Catholic faithful to take part
in creating a larger family in society with every type of
person including rich, poor and disabled who can live
together with fraternity. So the Catholic faithful have to
try hard to put this into practice so that all humans will

live with honour and dignity.
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(Churchlin]Phnom]PenhlCelcbrates)
International[Children;siDay,

The Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh celebrated Interna-
tional Children’s Day on 1st June 2018 at the nine parishes to
promote children’s fundamental rights including the right to
life, to education, to development, to protection including the
right to participation.

Our Lady of the Smiles parish in Chamka Tieng celebrated
the day at the Peace Village. The celebration was attended by
some 500 children from a pre-school and a primary school.
The event also saw seriously disabled children and mentally
disabled children participating. Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh presided over the
celebration.

On the occasion, His Lordship Bishop Olivier said: “Today
we need to teach children to understand what their fundamen-
tal rights are. Children must have parents who love them and
make efforts to educate them.”

According to the Bishop, during the day in every pasto-
ral sector there were more than 6,000 children attending the
event. At the Peace Village, there were 500 children including
disabled children, who came to receive medical treatment.

The Bishop continued by saying that at the village physical-
ly and mentally disabled children received physiotherapy, while
children with weak muscles were helped to do exercises. The

center within this village provides day care services and food.
Parents participate in caring them along with staff members.

Bishop Olivier also dedicated this day to all children to have
peace and hoped that all children wherever they may be to ex-
perience peace which should not be only for a select few.

On this happy day, a groundbreaking ceremony was held
for a new building through the help and support of volunteers
from France (retirees willing to help in such work in Cambodia).
In this new building, there will be rooms for SPOTRARA AUTO
PITERRARA, autistic care giving facilities, audio visual experi-
ence facilities and a swimming pool in order for them to be able
to receive even more practical treatment.

The Bishop added that some of the children had improved,
which meant that, before they could not walk but now they
are able to walk. They once could not speak, but now they can,
they once could not hear but now they are able to. Some of
them could not even sit, but now they can. With proper ex-
ercise they can also hold a spoon and eat on their own. The
children and their parents are pleased with the results of such
training.
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Silver Jubilee of religious
Brothers

Two Religious Brothers, Herman Soreng and Jyoti Ninj re-
newed their vows on the occasion of their 25th anniversary of
the mission of Missionaries of Charity of Brothers (MC). The
anniversary celebration took place on 19th May 2019 at the
house of Brothers of Charity in Pong Teuk quarter, Donkor dis-
trict in the Capital city of Phnom Penh. Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh presided
over the ceremony witnessed by the Catholic faithful.

The 2 brothers went up to light 25 candles representing 25
years of pastoral mission period during the Holy Mass to glorify
and thank God.

Taking the opportunity, His Lordship Bishop Olivier in-
structed the congregation in his homily by saying that the rich
and the poor always want to have happiness. “Today we see
the brothers have come the way that leads life to happiness.”

Bishop Oliver also reminded them of the model of Church'’s
life in early times where Catholics collected every property they
had to put as collective property in order to share it with those
who are in need in order for them to be able survive.

The Bishop said: “Today we have a special example for us
— the brothers have volunteered to be Religious with a single
intention to seek happiness: namely God. Our life cannot have
happiness with only worldly goods, but also the happiness
which we discover in searching for the meaning of life —self-
lessness that leads others to have happiness.” He emphasised
that love was the way to lead humans to have happiness and
to find God.

The Missionaries of Charity of Brothers (MC) was estab-
lished in 1963 by Mother St. Theresa of Calcutta in India after
she set up the Missionaries of Charity in 1950. The Mission-
aries of Charity of Brothers live a spiritual life modeled after
Mother Theresa. All members of the congregation renewed
their vows to live in poverty, chastity, obedience and serve the

poorest wholeheartedly.
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9 AR : HRRIEMANUD ﬁJTS’1Lﬂ:ﬁJtﬂ‘ﬁH§ 1 July : Confirmation at Kompong
ﬁnﬁﬁgﬁ BONUAEMNIEAR Chomlong, Mekong Sector.

V-m AR 2 anj@ﬁgémg "Church in 2-3 July : Welcome "Church in Needs"
Needs" iSimini team at Takeo

G AR : wiisiien R‘I)Lﬁﬁim}gﬁﬁjf Sh{Us | 4uly : Meeting Saint Frangois High School
f@?gﬁf}\ﬂsmﬁim Meeting Sain Paul Institute

& AR %LUﬁLﬁﬁﬁﬁiUMﬁﬁg 5 July : Mission Council 6.30pm Night
tgﬂh‘a'mo@ﬁ Hﬁtj] nmyw Wy of Prayers at Carmel Monastery
NLH]ﬁmTLm ruTistHingmion 6 July : Asian Lay Missionaries Congress

9 i : mémﬁgﬁmﬁﬁgmﬁns 7-8 July : Episcopal Ordination at new

-G ARt & Risiphig)d LUtgnﬁﬁ

diocese of Chiang Rai, Thailand
9V-9& AR 3 GﬁJan NS @f U

<

X 12-15 July : Visit Phnom Voah Farm
99 AR RUE (UM 3 Ningega{AYA

16 July to 5 August : Visit family at France
1S1{Uig MmNk
’ PR 11 August : Alumni Festival at Saint Paul
99 UM & NERURHARSARISNAnSUSUN
- . 13 August : Mass and meet general
OMm UM £ HAYM SH{URMYWUMS{vUl
superior of MC brothers.
{UntEMAIAMm
- - . 14-19 August : Visit at Battamban

9G-9€ UM ¢ SASATATMANARUY & &
V995 & e LUf‘: ASEACCU ﬁj“ﬁ?@ﬂ?&jﬁﬂ@[ﬁﬁ 22-26 August : ASEACCU Meeting at Hiroshima.

iSﬂLﬁﬁiﬁlﬁjé] wie ﬁiﬁijs Japan. Catholic Universities.

e-n9wme ifmmmmﬁtmﬁmmﬁ 27-31 August : Dance Seminar Phnom Penh
Thmey
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