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20 YEARS OF SERVICE]

The last ten years were marked by my Episcopal Ordina-
£ g tion and my new mission as Pastor of the Vicariate of Phnom
A Penh.

From the province of Takeo that molded and trained me,
loved and understood me, | was «propelled» to 7 provinces
and the city of Phnom Penh: half of the population of

Cambodia, about 7.5 million inhabitants.
From some Khmer Christians from the rice fields with
whom | began my mission, | became the shepherd of
15,000 baptized and 48 communities that then made up
the Vicariate with their diversity: Cambodians, Vietnam-
ese, people from the rural areas, cities, lakes and rivers.

From the often solitary life of a priest, now | am with a
young presbyterium composed of 3 Cambodian priests and about 30 missionary priests from 10
congregations and 15 nationalities ...

From a single religious, now | am with more than 120 nuns and brothers, members of 27 interna-
tional congregations.

From my corner of the rice field, now, | am participating in the meetings of the Federation of
Bishops Conferences of Asia (FABC - 30 countries from Kazakhstan to Philippines), the Episcopal
Conference of Laos and Cambodia (CELAC), the synods in Rome with bishops from around the world.

The universality of the Church is no longer the one | learned in my theology courses, but it has
become my daily life. My ministry of bishop and pastor is part of this challenge of living in COMMU-
NION in the image of God, Father, Son and Spirit. When | was studying, | had to choose my master’s
subject, | wanted to write about the Trinity, Protagonist of the Mission...... | was discouraged. Today
it has become my daily life: «Father, let them be ONE like us are ONE, that the world may believe...»
(John 17,21).
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é But this universal Church which comes to serve our Church in Cambodia must be incarnate

i
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this Earth. And this is the major challenge | have: that Cambodians feel at home in their Church, just T’v
I now feel at home in their land.... and the Cambodian nationality that was granted to me by the King
is an additional sign. Truly, | pray that the roots of the Church may sink deep into the culture and
daily life of those who are called by Christ to become children of God.

What has always led me in my development projects is the desire to give all the place and all the
responsibility to Cambodians. All projects of education, health, art or rural development that I start-
ed as a priest, | was able to amplify them as bishop: Evangelization and Development, (see Volume
4 - Spiritual Testament) following Jesus who says to his disciples, «But give them yourselves to eat.
»(Luke 9,13) and | try to hand over these Cambodian human resources that | have formed for so
many years... as well those in our diocesan offices that are a special life of our Vicariate through our
youth, children, education, catechesis, social communications, health service.... (See Volume 2 —
Spiritual Testament).

Wrinkles are now etched on my face as | smile or shed tears ...... my golden-brown hair has
turned ash grey or white in the harsh light of the sun and the shadow of the moon ...

So for the next 10 years let me make these words of the Apostle Paul mine: “You know what my
way of life has been ever since the first day | set foot among you in Asia, how | have served the Lord
in all humility, with all the sorrows and trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. | have
not hesitated to do anything that would be helpful to you; | have preached to you and instructed you
both in public and in your homes, urging ... to turn to God and to believe in our Lord Jesus. And now
you see me on my way..... in captivity to the Spirit; .... | do not place any value on my own life, pro-
vided that | complete the mission the Lord Jesus gave me -- to bear witness to the good news of
God’s grace.l now feel sure that none of you among whom | have gone about proclaiming the king-
dom will ever see my face again. And so on this very day | swear that my conscience is clear as far as
all of you are concerned, for | have without faltering put before you the whole of God’s purpose.”

(Acts 20,17-26)
MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU IN HIS PEACE!

+OLIVIER SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Phnom Penh, June 8, 2018.
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SECOND NATIONAL INTER-RELIGIOUS FORUM AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

THGATS saunt ig) arwjl

Caritas Cambodia held the 2nd National Inter-reli-
gious Forum against human trafficking with the theme
“Recitation of the Dharma and Prayers” solemnly on the
evening of 30th August 2018 at Koh Pich (Diamond Is-
land). The forum was graced by the presence of Samdech
Krala Hom Sar Kheng, deputy prime minister of the Inte-
rior Ministry and also the president of the National Com-
mittee on combating human trafficking. The forum
brought together two Cambodian Supreme Patriarchs,
spiritual leaders of the Muslim faith and the Catholic
Church , missionaries in Cambodia, dignitaries, civil ser-
vants and followers of all religions estimated at about
1,700.

Commencing the forum, His Ex. Him Chhem, Minister
of Cults and Religion delivered a welcome speech to all
participants gathered stating the intention of the forum:
First, it showed harmony of all religions in the Kingdom of
Cambodia in order to maintain peace and human respect
for the dignity and progress of humankind. Second, it
showed the role of all spiritual leaders in disseminating
their instructions, the provision of knowledge of morality
in life and the impact of human trafficking on the general
citizens, which is modern slavery. Third, it heightened the
importance of the inter-religious forum across Cambodia.
The forum was held by the National Committee on com-
bating human trafficking and coordinated by Caritas Cam-
bodia, which is the Catholic organization. At the forum,

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh

Her Ex. Chou Bun Eng, head of the national committee on
combating human trafficking presented a report of hu-
man trafficking situations such as the exploitation of their
labor, sex, and organs and so on. The head also highlight-
ed three elements of this trafficking by saying: First, it is
the activity of recruiting, transporting, transferring peo-
ple; the provision of hide-outs, the handover of people or
the receiving of people in exchange for self-interests. Sec-
ond, the means included consoling, threatening, man-
handling them or using different forms under duress, kid-
napping, cheating, power abuses, the violation of their
weaknesses or the provision or the receiving of profits or
a certain benefits in return for the consent of any indi-
vidual, who has the power to control another. Third, it is
the intention of exploiting people’s advantage in bad faith
such as the exploitation of prostitution of other people or
different forms that exploit sex, labor, or services under
duress in a slavery manner or practices similar to slavery
or the deprivation of their organs and so on.

On the occasion, Samdech Krala Hom Sar Kheng de-
livered his speeches on behalf of the Royal Government
of Cambodia saying that the forum was a special cam-
paign that showed the harmony of Cambodia religion
whose common goals are to create mental and physical
peace for all people not persecuting, violating one another.

Kim Ratana, executive director of Caritas Cambodia
said in an interview that the issue of the human trafficking
is the one that the Catholic Church paid its great attention
and even the Holy Father Pope Francis advised the Church
worldwide, especially the organization to carry out ac-
tions to eliminate the human trafficking activity and to
help the victims so that they will have hope and dignity.
He went on to say that this was part of the works of Cari-
tas along with the

inter-religious group in the beliefs that through
prayers and the recitation of the Dharmain each religion,
“God will give us blessings and love and hope alike to the
victims.” Besides the victims, the executive director said
that this was an opportunity to ask God to show the way
to those who commit bad deeds in order for them to have
understanding, compassion, a change of heart to put an
end to all activities affecting human dignity.

icking is a universal issue and the most shameful crim-
inal act of the world that affects livelihoods. Every trick
was used including addictive substances to cheat men,
women and children in all forms and to force them to fall
into exploitative situations every day and even the dignity
of millions of people in the world were robbed of their
dignity.
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Fifth Anniversary of Workers’
Center.

The Pastoral Committee on Labor of the Catholic diocese
of Phnom Penh marked the 5th anniversary of the founding of
the Center for Workers. The centre provides accommodation
for factory works in Phnom Penh at a reasonable rent. It is also
a place where the workers gather to discuss common topics
on a monthly basis.

The anniversary was celebrated at the center on 26th Au-
gust 2018 in Toul Pongrok quarter, Dongkor district in Phnom
Penh with the participation of those who were tenants before.

The programme highlighted the history and origin of the
center five years ago. The workers were divided into groups
trying to come up with some new ideas regarding improve-
ment to their rented rooms as their hope for the future. It
hoped that the rooms would be improved for them.

Fr. Pierre Laurent, who initiated the idea of establishing
the center, said that the reason why the center had been es-
tablished was for some people to have a better place to stay
while working in the city. The priest continued by saying that
the center is not a very modern house, but more importantly it
is a living place with others in a friendly atmosphere.

He emphasised: “The main idea of establishing the center
is to see all you workers as persons of value in Jesus whom we
trust. Jesus loves all humans and here | am keen that some of
the workers can live on their own though the rooms in which
they stay are not very clean.”

Fr. Pierre Laurent added that now the center is rented
out for all of them irrespective of where they come from or
whether they are poor or rich. “The rental is for all of you and
please use the center with joy and be responsible and develop
friendship with one another.”

He also made a request for the future saying that some
activities be initiated for all the workers. Mr. Yan de Fond, the
coordinator of the center and also a committee member of
diocese said that the Church is proud of the center because
it is a place for model workers. It is a place which is run on a
non-profit basis by making it affordable for the workers who
live here.

The coordinator continued by saying: “Here we help them
with a proper place that has entertainment and sports pro-
grammes.” Those who stay here follow internal rules, which
are concrete disciplines in order to help solve problems in a re-
sponsible manner on a day-to-day basis which includes clean-
ing the place and keeping it tidy.
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KAMPOT.CHURCH ENDS FIRST ACA-:
DEMIC Y EAR

The Language & Cultural Center-run primary
school in Sovann Sakor village, Kampong Kandal
district of Kampot province’s Kampot city held a
ceremony to close the 2017-2018 academic year of
the first batch of its students. The ceremony took
place on 31st August 2018 in the presence of as-
sistant priest Rev. Jonh Mang Peng. The event saw
two children entertaining the audience with their
piano recital in Medizon rhythm. The students
were presented with completion certificates. They
included Chanvireak, Soung Layliheang and Sam-
bath Sreyneang. Mr. Hun An, the principal of the
school congratulated the grade one students on
passing the examination with 100 % passes and
they are now ready to advance to grade 2. Thanks
to their parents for sending their children here and
“We will try further to strengthen and improve the
quality of education even more.”

The priest thanked the teachers for mak-
ing efforts to teach and take care of the students
with love. The parents were pleased and he also
thanked the parents for focusing their attention on
the school and said, “Please continue to further
encourage your children to love studies and work
even harder for next year.

The priest hoped that all the students would
improve and succeed next year. It has to be noted
that the Language & Cultural Center (FLCC) has
just set the school in motion formally for the first
time for the academic year 2017-2018 with 66
students and teachers and staff totaling 16. The
primary school will begin next year’s session on 1st
October 2018.
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87 children from the Southern Phnom Penh
pastoral sector attended a camp with the theme
“My Values” at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in
Phnom Penh Thmei. The camp for the children was
from 31 August to 4 September 2018. Fr. Damien
Fahrner, the priest in charge of the pastoral sector
together with the organizing committee members
and students from the Royal University of Phnom
Penh facilitated at this camp.

The priest said that the theme “My Values” was
for all types of children but human values in the
Catholic faith are of great importance where life
from God is received. The camp was aimed at up-
holding values of each child and the youth helped
the children to show their own talents.

A boy Chem Eric said: “The camp helped me in
understanding values. Although | am just 13 years
of age, | can do good deeds, whether in or outside
my home. We also can help older people cross
roads and if anything is beyond my capacity, | can
go and tell my parents. As for manual work, collect-
ing rubbish is a good work as it helps our environ-
ment to be clean.” The boy further said: “Besides
all that, | can understand more about good man-
ners and personal hygiene.”

According to Bro. Sok Thoeurn, coordinator of
the camp, in order to help the children with under-
standing about their values, the committee mem-
bers initiated three programmes: First, it showed
them that even though children have defects like
others, they are the children with values in fami-
lies, which is a valuable cell of society. Second, it
leads the children not to be discriminative in their
relationships. Third, there were group activities the
preparation of entertainment and games in groups,
so that they might co-operate with each other free
of discrimination against one another.
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25 Catholiec Cambodian Youth
Participate in Taizé prayers

Twenty five Catholic youth of Cambodia representing
the three Catholic dioceses in Cambodia, participated in a
pilgrimage to Hong Kong with the theme “Faith and Rec-
onciliation”. The pilgrimage and prayers were held at St.
John’s Cathedral in Hong Kong from 8 to 12 August 2018
facilitated by the Taizé community from France.

This pilgrimage saw some 3,000 youth attending from
countries in Asia, the America continent and Europe. At the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the youth met with different religious leaders
and sects. At the gathering, they exchanged meaningful
dialogue with a lot of people and prayed together, thereby
leading them to have joy, and an encounter with God. This
made them understand clearly about the wonderful love
for each of them when praying and venerating the Cross.
On this occasion, the Cambodia Catholic youth also visited
the Buddhist TSZ Shan Monastery in order to learn to un-
derstand further about the history and practices of Hua-
yen Buddhism, which has characteristics for them to study
and reflect on day-to-day life.

All the participants received special experiences in
praying, staying at Catholic homes and attending a seminar
on how to prepare hymns and organise Taizé prayers. “Our
youth was given a tour of main places in Hong Kong such
as the Heritage Museum of Satin, the Hong Kong histori-
cal Museum, Alfred’s Church, the Seminary of Trinity and
the Peak Beach where they could watch the whole of Hong
Kong on the highlands.

Having taken part in the programme, the youth de-
cided to take home the experiences to share with their
respective parishes by celebrating Taizé prayers at the par-

ishes or at places where they live in Cambodia.
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SummerCamplte]promotelVocations

Approximately 300 Catholic youth from the three
Catholic dioceses in Cambodia gathered for the fifth
summer camp to promote vocations with the topic
“God Needs Children”. The camp took place from 6-9

September 2018 at St. Michael’s parish in Kampong
Som.

In his instructions, Bishop Schmittaeusler of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, made mention of a
few points to enlighten the youth in their reflection on
priestly life. One of the points the Bishop mentioned
the way Jesus leads us to walk in righteous and happy
paths and to understand that we need to enter deeply
into our hearts contemplating on our future.” He also
mentioned: adds “It is Jesus who dwells in us always.
We go forward because we have a special Guide—Jesus
Himself.”

‘What is my status?’ “Jesus leads us to know our-
selves clearly and ask ourselves: How does God call us
to serve the Church? How do we hear the call if no one
proclaims it? Bishop Olivier also showed the Blessed
Virgin Mary as a model, who paid her attention to al-
ways rendering service.” The Bishop also asked the
youth questions, like “‘What dreams do | have? What
viewpoints are there? Is it the mysteries of God for the
Church and the world?’

The youth, who came to participate in the camp,
had similar understanding that the programme was of
significance because it helped them be receptive to the
call of God. “Upon hearing the question, ‘What do you
come here to find?’ it hit the right note in the hearts of
each youth reflecting the question in life of each one of
us. Moreover, the programme led the youth to be able
to discover the road that they as youth choose to follow
according to the will of God.” In particular, on the in-
structions given by Bishop Olivier, the priests and all
their testimonies helped the youth who want to learn
to understand the call and know how to respond to the
needs of God.
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Art is @ means for Even-
gelisation

A Khmer dance seminar was held by the Pastoral
Office of Phnom Penh Catholic diocesan Arts and Cul-
ture, which was held for a week, concluded on 12th
August 2018. The seminar was held from 26-31 August
2018 at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh
district. Some 230 participants from the three Catholic
dioceses in Cambodia participated in it.

Fr. Hattachai Wongmasaen, the representative of
the Artistic Center and Cultural Village of the diocese
said that this form of art was of significance for the
Catholic Church because the traditional doctrines of the
Church is to enter into every culture of a nation.

Miss Kang Sreylen, the director of the dance and
the music school in the diocese said that the seminar
was intended for every Cambodian to know about the
Khmer classical dances of value left by their ances-
tors. The seminar incorporated non-Christian elements
where faith was merged together to spread the Good
News through the traditional dances. In Takeo province
in particular, there are many local people keen in watch-
ing such performances. The director also requested all
the participants to create a dance for the parish when
they return to their respective parishes.

In line with the Catholic Church’s teaching, each
country was allowed to conduct worship services using
their national language, incorporate their cultures to
praise God. The Church in Cambodia has made strenu-
ous efforts to preserve and educate her faithful, espe-
cially her young in appreciating the Khmer dances in
praising God'’s Creation.

The Pastoral Office of Phnom Penh Catholic dioc-
esan Arts and Culture was established in the late 2013
and so far five seminars were held already.

This is the fifth such seminar for all age groups, who

came from the three dioceses.
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“Family is the foundations of the Catholic Church and
society”, which was the theme of the Catholic Youth Synod
for the Church in Cambodia, held from 13-16 September
2018 at Our Lady of the Assumption parish (Yeay Chi hospi-
tal) in Battambang.

450 youths from the three Catholic dioceses in Cambo-
dia attended this Synod, including bishops, priests and reli-
gious. The synod featured presentations by speakers from
the three dioceses, reflection in groups, Eucharistic celebra-
tions, prayers and Pastoral planning for each diocese.

In his homily on the opening of the synod, Mgr. Enrique
Figaredo (Kiké) of the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang
on behalf of the host diocese, said: “We have the theme of
the synod ‘Family is the foundations of the Catholic Church
and Society’. So the family will help us in building the Church
and society that has the presence of God.” He highlighted
three points in order for the youth to reflect on: “You the
youth, please take the model of God as our life expressing
love of God for all people. Moreover, you have to pray and
petition God to give us love like Him. Lastly, the youth have
to have a good relationship with each other for compassion
like our Merciful God.”

Fr. Gustavo Benitez Adrian, head of the Inter-Diocesan
Committee for youth explained the theme by saying: “It is
human in nature. The family is a place where we receive
education.” The family is a smaller model of society. The
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family becomes a small Church in homes. The priest said:
“We have to receive education and be ready to take respon-
sibility for the family.” He also said that the youth would
have learnt and received the topic of the synod, namely the
instructions on love, couple for life and new family and Cath-
olic instructions by way of the Word of God.

Fr. Phan Borei, the representative of the Apostolic Pre-
fecture of Kampong Cham gave a presentation on arranged
marriages, marriage of their own choices and a family of
peace. The priest also made mention of a resolution to fam-
ily conflicts in order to build a happy family. At the end of the
presentation, Fr. Lay Paul asked three questions to the Syn-
od participants: “First, what are the good points that cou-
ples receive from their parents? Are you brothers and sisters
ready for parenthood? Second, what are the good points for
couples should have of our own choice? Are you brothers
and sisters ready for your life in the future? Third, what kind
of resources do you youth have in preparation for mar-
riage?”

Mr. Chheng Mab, a representative of the Catholic dio-
cese of Battambang, explained the meaning of love and af-
fection to the participants. The representative emphasised
that love has five phases. Namely: self-love, loving others as
you love yourself, loving others, loving one another to share
with others and loving God. He also asked two questions to
all the participants for reflection. First, kind of love among
the five has meaning for each of you? Second, in order to
expand your love to a bigger level, what should you do?”

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh made mention of a peaceful family by high-
lighting two main points. First, the family in the current soci-
ety has to think of family models, poverty, migrant workers
issues, and inter-religious mixed-marriages. Second, the
Holy Family who showed love and attention follow the
Word of God, respect for traditions, parental love and a
proper education of their children in order to promote
peace. The Bishop also asked two questions to the partici-
pants for reflection. “First, what do you understand and
think about the family in the current society? Second, what
is a peaceful family for me?”

In his homily, at the conclusion of the synod, Bishop
Olivier instructed all the youth and Catholics by saying:
“Please pay attention by listening to the voice of God, which
is a soft voice on us. It allows us to abandon oneself and take
up the Cross and follow Jesus by self-abandonment. Who is
Jesus for us? What is it that allows us to create a big family
of the Catholic Church in Cambodia filled with strength to
show that we are Catholics. We have capacities, thanks to
Jesus for us creating a new society,” continued the Bishop.

On the last day of the synod, the youth groups from
each diocese prepared action plans in order to carry out
concrete implementation in each of their parishs in line with
the spirit of the Synod.
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Thirty Five Candidates Confirmed

St. Martin’s Church in Kampong Chamlong held a
Confirmation ceremony for 35 candidates from Prek
Dach, Kampong Chamlong and Samrong Thom par-
ishes in the Mekong River pastoral sector in Kandal
province. The ceremony was presided over by Bishop
Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh witnessed by large number of the Catho-
lic faithful.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed the faith-
ful gathered by encouraging all of them, especially the
confirmation candidates to always have hope like the
woman who had an issue of blood as mentioned in the
Gospel passage. The Bishop further said: “The power
of Jesus leads us to receive renewed life in order for
us to have faith. God wants us to be filled with joy by
allowing us to be persons paying attention to others,
especially those who are suffering.”

Bishop Olivier requested that the 35 candidates do
everything to become thehallmark of God through the
Holy Spirit. “They will receive renewed strength and al-
ways be faithful to God.”

WANSHH MEE THIEGATH AT OANTYIAT saunes agingy
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North Phnom Penh's Pastoral Sector
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67 families received aid from St. Joseph’s Church
in Phsar Toich of Phnom Penh. The aid distribution
ceremony took place on the morning of 12th July 2018
at the district hall of Sangkat Roussei Koe, Roussei Keo
district in Phnom Penh. The aid was for the families af-
fected by a fire and the donation was given in the pres-
ence of Mrs. An Phalla, a representative of the local
authority and the Red Cross of the Roussei Keo branch
in Cambodia.

Fr. Roeung Chhatsirey, the priest in charge of the
Northern Phnom Penh pastoral sector, offered words
of encouragement to the victims by conveying messag-
es of consolation from Bishop Olivier Schimittaeusler
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The mes-
sage of the Bishop reads: “Brothers and sisters, please
be strong as you struggle to re-build your homes and
unite your families in this society.” Fr. Chhatsirey on be-
half of the Catholic Church encouraged them by saying
“Brothers and sisters please be hopeful because every
day there are local authorities and other people think-
ing of brothers and sisters like you who are in need.”

The representative of the local authority of the
Roussei Keo district, thanked all generous people for
assisting and sharing in the sufferings of the victims.
“Please try hard as you work from scratch with the
assistance of the authorities always staying close to-
gether.”

According to the priest, items of daily necessities
distributed to them for now came from the support
of the Bishop and other generous people. He contin-
ued by saying the Church would continue helping them
because it sees that the 67 families need many things
such as plates, bowls, pots and so on . Fr. Chhatsirey
emphasised that the Church had not only helped them
in proving assistance to survive but also in guidance and
counseling.

The 67 families are victims of a fire where 64 hous-
es have been burned down and lost all their belonging
and little wealth they had. The incident occurred on the
morning of 10th July 2018 in the village of Mittapheap,
Roussei Keo district of Phnom Penh. The donated items
included 100 kilograms of milled rice per family, fish
sauce, soy sauce, noodles, canned fish, clean drinking
water, blankets, mats and tents.
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17 Candftiies Reeshve Conlirmetionanil)
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17 candidates of Toutaing and Koh Noria Churches

received the sacrament of Confirmation, which is the
receiving of the Holy Spirit who provides a source of
strength in faith and bearing witness to the Mercy of
God in Catholic Pastoral mission. 21 others received
First Holy Communion at the church of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus of Southern Phnom Penh pastoral sector in Koh
Noria village, Chbar Ampove, Phnom Penh. The cere-
mony was held on 2nd September 2018 in the presence
of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicari-
ate of Phnom Penh.

In his homily, His Lordship Bishop Olivier instructed
the parishioners to show interest in the Bible, especially
the candidates who are about to be confirmed and be
reminded of life coming from Jesus Himself. The Bishop
went on to say that in a little while brothers and sisters
would receive the body of Jesus into themselves while
the Holy Spirit is the Breath of God, which is the Life
of God Himself bringing brothers and sisters into com-
munion with Him.

Bishop Olivier added: “In order for us to become
holy persons having the image and likeness of our lov-
ing and merciful God, St. Paul highlighted three points
in the second reading: First, pray and listen to the Word
of God every day. Second, put into practice the Word
and do not simply listen to it to deceive yourself, but
take the Word to lead your life. Third, serve and assist
the unfortunate who are helpless.”

Fr. Peter Sokna said: “It is a joy for a priest to see
the fruits of the Holy Spirit and thanking God for our
Church whose children here continue to make progress
in faith with a true support from God.” The priest em-
phasised that where there is a priest, there is true life.
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St. Frangois Xavier’s church in Champa of the

Tonle Mekong pastoral sector distributed milled
rice and items of daily needs to 350 floodvic-
tims in Champa village of Kandal province’s Kien
Svaydistrict. The aid-distributing ceremony took
place in 30 August2018 as an expression of love
and hope for them.

According to Werachai Sri Pramong, the priest
in charge of the pastoral sector, the donations had
come from Buddhists abroad through the Catho-
lic Church.

The priest said: “I see that when local people
received the aid, they are happy because they
could not make a living for some time. The contri-
bution was announced to Catholics and local peo-
ple in thevillage to help each other and be able
to do their part for others.” He emphasised that
following the activity, all members of the Charity
Committee had to visit the poor people going from
door to door as a show of God’s love for them. Al-
though there are no floods currently, the Church
has always helped the poor in the hope that the
floods will not come and destroy everything.
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(Gradej12/StudentslofithelprivateiTechnical
HighISchoollofiSt¥FrancoisfShow/scod results]

Grade 12 students of the Private Technical High
School of St. Frangois who sat for the examinations
to complete year 3 or grade 12 obtained good results
with 100% passes. Of those who passed, two earned
grade As. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
of the Kingdom of Cambodia allowed the high school
whose students study general knowledge and techni-
cal subjects to complete grades 10 to 12 according to
their abilities. Their diplomas are equivalent to general
knowledge diplomas, too. In the country, there are
eight technical high schools. The curriculum is moni-
tored and recognised by the ministry. Every national
examination is prepared by the ministry and monitored
directly by the Ministry’s Orientation Department.

In the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh the Private
Technical High School of St. Frangois was built in the
middle of the rice field at Taphem village, Angkoki com-
mune in Takeo province’s Tramkak district. This is run
by the diocese and Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler is the
founder of the school.

Mr. Yon Sam Ath, principal of this High School of St.
Frangois said that the school was founded in 2015 with
the recognition from the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports. The principal stressed that in Cambodia
there were four such high schools giving out diplomas
in social science and supplementary subjects and all of
them have equal status.
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GRADUATION CEREMONY AT DON
Bosco ScEooL

The 24th batch of 192 female students of Don Bosco Vo-
cational Training Center for Girls in Toul Kok, Teuk Thla and
Battambang were presented with completion certificates.
The students have completed two-year courses in Account-
ing and Secretarial work Literacy and Sewing; Food and Hotel
catering courses.

Sr. Amanda Alvarado Lopez, an assistant of the school
gave the welcome speech to participants and graduates
encouraging them as they have successfully completed their
studies. The nun went on to say that the graduation day for
the 24th batch of students falls on the 150th anniversary of
the Cathedral of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Helper at Turin,
Italy. The event reminded the congregation of the Salesian
Sisters who are a living example for gratitude for the Blessed
Virgin Mary by the example of Fr. Don Bosco. The Salesian
Sisters must show the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary
for the new generation of the Catholic youth, who attend the
school of the Salesian Sisters with love, peace and joy.

The nun also congratulated the parents of the gradu-
ates who have worked hard to support their children till
their graduation. On the occasion, Sr. Amanda advised all
the graduates to maintain good relationships and take an ac-
tive part in the school through the alumni association. The
nun also advised them to live with values received from the
school and unite to build a peaceful and non-violent society
in day-to-day life.

With reference to all donors, the nun did not forget to
thank them for their assistance and national and interna-
tional volunteers for vowing to unite to move forward with
courage, optimism and creativity for the needs of poor youth
today for them to improve.

Don Bosco Vocational Training Center for Girls started
in Cambodia in the early 1990s. At present, there are three
schools — one in Battambang province and two others in Toul
Kork of Teuk Thal and Chress village of Phnom Penh Thmei,
Phnom Penh. The schools conduct training courses in general
knowledge ranging from pre-school to high school and voca-
tional training for girls.
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28 Candidates Confirmed

The church of the Child Jesus of the Southern Phnom
Penh Pastoral sector held a confirmation rite for 28 candidates
in Boeung Tompun quarter, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.
The rite was presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh on the morning of 30th
September 2018 with the large number of Catholics witnessing
the event.

In his homily, His Lordship Bishop Olivier instructed all
Catholics present, especially the candidates to pay their atten-
tion on the Biblical passages, which admonished them of the
current state of their life. The Bishop inspired by the Biblical
verse made this suggestion: “If your hands lead you to sin and
cause suffering to others, cut them out. However, please open
the hands to advise and help people have love and peace be-
cause we have an ability to create peace with our own hands. If
your eyes make you look down on others and speak ill of them,
please scratch them out with a claw. However, please let your
eyes see as Jesus sees with mercy and compassion. Do not pre-
judge others, but instead look at them with love. If your legs
cause you to oppress others, cut your legs. However, let your
legs guide you freely on the journey by visiting people in order
to bring the compassion of God to those who are yearning for it.”

The Bishop also reminded the confirmants of the life of Mr.
Christian (Papy), the late founder of Pour Sourri UEnfant (PSE),
who had done so much with love -namely the receiving of the
fruits of the Holy Spirit and giving that life-gifts to hundreds of
thousands of Cambodia children.

Bishop Olivier added: “The Holy Spirit not only leads broth-
ers and sisters to receive this sacrament, but also this very sac-
rament is for all to be shared equally in their respective capaci-
ties so that we will experience the tangible fruits of the Holy
Spirit.”

Confirmant, Doung Lyza, said: “The sacrament of confir-
mation is what | want to have since | was a child. If | did not re-
ceive it, | would be likened to a mentally paralysed person. The
sacrament helps me become a full Catholic or an adult Catholic.
I have to be an energetic person and come to church often in
order to receive the strength from God in order to go out and
proclaim the Good News of Jesus through the choir, the young

in mUﬁUSIN UEHUHE NI U| B Hig scouts movement and also action in charity.”

UHUS 9’] {f]H ﬁjmj IMMBIERMA j{ﬂ j EUJ 81 WwiH Besides the 28, there were two children who received
o Suﬁ foB?SLﬂ 3@ ﬂﬂﬁ? . g Al ‘,;,] 4 their First Holy Communion at this Holy Mass.
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All[Grade]NinelStudentslofiStiFrancois}
HighlSchoollPassitheirfexams

44 grade 9 students of St. Frangois High School to-

gether with state students in Angkor Roneap passed
the lower secondary education examinations with 100
percent passes in early August 2018. The 100 percent
results were not only for 2018, but also achieved these
7 years in a row.

the head of the
Catholic academic office, the great results were due to
joint efforts made by the leadership of the high school
together with teachers, students and their parents. She
went on to say that having observed that the students

According to Mrs Lay Makara,

here have always worked hard and the success was also
a goal by showing to grade 8 students an encourage-
ment to their commitment so that they might pass it
with 100 percent passes like their older students.

Mr. Bich Vibol, the principal of the high school said:
“In fact, there are many factors that motivated our stu-
dents to obtain this satisfactory results. It is the school
which has strict disciplines in terms of attendance,
regular semester exams in order for the students to
have capacities of their own without relying on others
to answer tests.” He went on to say that besides these,
the school initiated base programmes for the center’s
students so that they will learn themselves under guid-
ance from the teachers and restricted to assignments.
Programme preparations are of national standard, es-
pecially the students who were also encouraged by do-
nors. The school provided the students with luncheon
meals, so that they will not be tired of going back and
forth from home to school. The school also has a library,
a photocopy machine for the teachers’ needs free of
charge.

St. Frangois High School was established in 2003
by then-Fr. Olivier Schmittaeusler, who is now a Bishop
and the founder of the school. The high school has con-
ducted a training course for the students in English and
computer software usage. For next year, the school will
motivate its students to study nature and social science.
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masSma-Schedule L8

: Help Mekong River flood

people with Caritas

: Night of Prayers for Vocations
at Toulkrasang.Bassac sector

: Kindergarten teachers seminar
: Meeting at Chompa with all
primary teachers

: Holy Mass

: 9am.Pchum Ben Mass at
Chomkatieng

: 9am Pchum Ben Mass Saint
Joseph. Phnom Penh.

: Holy Mass

: CSC meeting

: Mass at Carmel

: Bible seminar at

Phnom Penh Thmey

: Scouts leaders workshop at
Prekbas. Holy Mass in honor of
Sainte Teresa

: Catholic Alliance meeting. CACD
: Dalat Vietnam. Flower planting
program with Franciscan and
Saint Francois Technical

High School

: film with Church in Needs

: Evangelisation and Development
with Catholic Student. Takeo Voah.
Exchange program with Tanzania.
Teenagers camp at Chomkatieng

Big theater show on 27 evening.
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