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BLESSED ARE YOU, CHURCH OF CAMBODIA
—

Blessed are you, Church of Cambodia Land of Martyrs!
In the midst of your suffering You have continued to pray and praise the Lord.
In the darkest hours of your story, The Eucharistic bread continued to be broken
until the death of your Pastor and his brother priests.
Starved, despised, exploited, your people have never ceased to love you and sing their hope.
Blessed are you, Church of Cambodia For all those lives offered in silence...
Dead or alive, They offered you lush paddy fields for a sanctuary
Oppressed hearts for a tabernacle A bed of wood as an altar.
Blessed are you, beloved Church

Peace was finally restored, life springs everywhere. Children and young people are joining
the old, All witnesses of the living Christ in your land and your rivers.

Our Lady of Cambodia watches over you. From Calvary to Cambodia
Mary gives you her Son In order for you to announce him,
in order for you to love him and make him loved.
Happy are we to be the Church
To praise you, To offer your Word of Life To share your Charity.
The Love of Christ urges us. Filled with Faith and Hope,
We want to become your Holy Temple United in the Heart of God
So that we might have life in abundance

Now and Forever.

Amen W
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+0livier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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{ifaryknoll Co-operateswith,Catholig
Church for Cambodia Citizens

Maryknoll is a counseling team and mental health care
for Cambodia citizens. Maryknoll has co-operated with
the Catholic Church in Cambodia to help the Cambodians
with mental health, reducing stress, anxiety, depression,
especially Broken Courage befalling them in the wake of the
Khmer Rouge era.

According to Fr. Kevin Conroy the founder of Maryknoll,
said that having seen the needs of people and obviously
Cambodia had not had sufficient health services due to
a lack of human resources and also the knowledge of the
services, Maryknoll was established for the general people,
especially for those who are in the countryside.

The founder further said that that’s why Maryknoll had
co-operated with the health services of the Catholic Church
in order to help sick people from provinces and go to educate
them in various parishes directly. “If we have not good
mental health, then the health will not be good, because
the heart and the body have relationships with each other.”

Fr. Kevin Conroy, who is the founder of Maryknoll,
emphasised that the mental health was of importance and if
Cambodia had wanted to develop itself, it had to think of the
mental health of its people. Because in the whole world, the
depression was likened to cancer, which leads to the impact
of economic families and it can cause spawn violence, too.

Around 5 years of the presence of Maryknoll, it has
visited, educated and provided local people with counseling
in the parishes of Takeo, Kampong Speu, Kampot, Prey Veng,
Mondulkiri, Kampong Som and Kampong Thom provinces.
For Phnom Penh, it has co-operated with the health services
of St. Luca’s shelter in Phsar Toich and the shelter of St.
Elizabeth in Boeung Tumpon.

fiaceus €m



it EEMNIU A TEGEH saenw wigh

mitnwtgins feh Shawi ASMmAINM NS
iudngin Smannndedatmaninm 63SWo0A
IBUEANN: NN AES I ARNYSEAN AN
Ngews BAgELE ignmn Moo d isijn:wALS

pSEIMAudMig)i MuUMSUS n]: Shign
My 4
A &S ANIS SIWAMILNUWIIGS ¢4

SuRvi ABMARINM MSIMUD imutaniisay

This:A sllgjegleduimmainy: Shienimangh
HyRBIvaTA Al iitamnsfamwe sig: i
gid 9 chejnamigituniRupsgiannaeih

UURMNSRIGNIMUUIUAIA 1 GRGJ)ATANSHANT
UMW NISERGSRTYWE Shepao:ioaiiun
IGAIENM GankSamn ¢oRgshumimshm
ifgjeavifagiveiianns Shusapfitthywm 4
AN WS AN MUANA IRusguempignish
msgjint ghdiguis: M WS uG i) s
gwiss sigjej vt edmoanm Shinghwisisng:
Swigmimenjiuagatamn  iwivkionisimy
Wyl wispvag§ (eoiEh rviowaa (e
(YR ASAMWwAYS
INAHADIY HIUTIW M8 %g
b msaighangsenimangin
iq:tnhnsinuiandoiig)s
ienim Ay Shain: nksang iRoomn

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh

£
=
b7y
Z?
ZZS
P4
L}
=

| HEUSFURY ﬁ
Soc1a1 L

MhgsIundy mhwanniinswadagama
iwannhmsiFHaNssamMn 9 isaidetiims
IOAMHINUHIAR IWAIOUAINNIS:E
iglihmowitidinsavamngg: 9

/

~

Teenagers Learn to
Understand Their Talents

The Pastoral Office for Youth, Teenagers and Children
of the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh hosted a seminar
with the theme “Arts And Natural Talents” for 200
teenagers from the nine parishes of the diocese. The
seminar was held from 26-28 October 2018 at Our Lady
of the Smiles parish in Chamka Tieng of Takeo province.

Mr. Son Saroeurn, the head of the Office said that
the purpose of the seminar was to get the teenagers to
demonstrate their natural talents in arts in order for them
to know what gifts they have naturally. “Adolescence is
an age that wants to know, see and do, so we want them
to do what is good, right and appropriate according to
their capacities and talents.” The office head also said
that the programme wanted them to have joy, good
relationships with all teenagers from the diocesan
parishes and to share love, the bond of friendship, good
relationship with one another.

According to Miss Khun Kanha, a staff member of the
Pastoral Office for Youth, Teenagers and Children of the
diocese and also the coordinator of the gathering, said
the Office had organised some lessons for the teenagers
to be able to know and learn to understand the arts
and the talents of each of them. They were divided into
groups focusing on music, singing, creativity, dancing,
entertainment and gymnastics.

In his address, Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
“We
demonstrated our natural talents in arts wholeheartedly.

the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh said:

Although we have less time to learn, we showed the
great talents in arts that come out from our heart, our
own self. Because we paid attention to it and because we
did our best, it makes us have hope for the future. From

now on, we can understand that we have the capacity to
do something.” J
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Fundamental Bible Seminar

The Catholic Delegates to the Executive Board of the
diocese of Phnom Penh hosted a fundamental Bible seminar
running for two days from 19-21 October 2018 at the parish
of Sts. Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh Thmei. The seminar
was attended by 77 Catholic faithful from every pastoral
sector of the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh. These
participants have recently been baptized in 2017 and 2018.

The seminar was aimed at helping instill in the mind of
the participants the idea of reading and love of the Bible on a
daily basis in order to increase the experience of the Word of
God in building the Church, meditating and sharing together.
It is hoped that they would have a firmer faith, read the
scripture in order to understand about their own lives and
apply it and create a group that shares the Word.

Addressing  the participants,  Bishop
Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
said: “This is a good chance for all of us to have time to
know and read the Word of God keeping it in our hearts.”
His Lordship, in his homily reminded all of relationships
with friends and God alike. “When we make the journey
with Jesus listening to the Word every day through the
scripture and social media, it makes reading the Bible more
interesting.”

The Bishop requested all the participants not to be
bored when listening to the Biblical passages because it was
Jesus who guides our life. He instructed all to read the Word
of God and think : “Listening to the Word, leads us to know
Jesus. The Word of God educates us. Do not think that the
Word is routine and all must know it. It is true that every
year we listen to the same Bible verses but we are different
in age and the Word has different enlightenment according
to the times. Finally, please pay attention when listening to
the Word and think of the way the Word is enlightening our
lives.”

Mr. Kan Buy, a member of Catholic Delegates to the
Executive Board said: “The Bible seminar is important for
participating candidates. It is their new experiences, who are
the faithful in order to know what the Bible is and learn to
know how to read, a verse in the Bible, especially understand
about the way we have to read and pray.”

The board member continued that the main objective
of the committee was to initiate programmes in order to
help the faithful understand how to read the Bible because
the Bible was not easy to grasp. That’s why the Bible has
yet to have sufficient influence in life. “This is why we have

Olivier
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STUDENTS|OF,ST. PAUL'S|INSTITUTE
UNIVERSITY; *RUCU?

The cultural and science exchange programme
between St. Paul’s Institute in Cambodia and the Ruaha
Catholic University (RUCU)
successfully from 20 October to 09 November 2018.

in Tanzania was initiated

The programme was initiated in a form of various
seminars for discussions of the educational system,
social issues, the protection of society (poverty and
unemployment), children and the vulnerable, persons
with disabilities, the elderly, the political status quo,
human rights, cultures and history of Cambodia.

The students of the Institute and a delegation of
the Ruaha Catholic University (RUCU) made study tour
to many places as planned in the proclamation of the
Gospel and the development of Catholic organizations,
Non-Governmental originations, the Catholic Church
Student center, the sites of history, cultures, Angkor
Watt temples and other temples in Siem Reap province.

The reflection of the exchange programme was
made by four students of the Ruaha Catholic University
and four students of St. Paul’s Institute. The students
expressed the same impressions and understanding of
up-to-day knowledge regarding the educational system,
social and inter-cultural development and so on.
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The parishioners of the church of St. Theresa of the

Infant Jesus in Srae Ambil district of Preah Sihanouk
province commemorated its patron Saint, on 1St
October 2018. The celebration was graced by the
presence of Fr. Abraham Khun, the parish priest along
with his assistant priest of the pastoral sector of Preah
Sihanouk, who organised the celebration.

In his homily, Fr. Abraham explained the life of
St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus, who had discovered a
small silent path to have a relationship with God and
“You Catholics, please show an interest in the church,
which bears the name of the Saint as the patron.” The
priest instructed the Catholics presents to walk along
the small path of St. Theresa on a daily basis and be
reminded of God in what they do.

Following the Holy Mass, there was a fellowship
meal and a friendly match between the young scouts
of the Churches of Srae Ambil , Boeung Taprom and O’
Chamna.

The church of St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus was
dedicated in 2017 which includes a pre-school and a
literacy class for children in order to make it possible for
the local people to run their daily errands.
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25 thuinivensaivao
Misstoraries aff Charily s

“Home of Peace” is the second home of the Missionaries
of Charity nuns in Chom Chao, where the Eucharist was
celebrated on the occasion of their 25the anniversary of
fulfilling their pastoral mission in Cambodia. The anniversary
celebration was held on 3rd November 2018 with Bishop
Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh, along with the large number of the Catholic faithful,
priests, nuns, brothers and residents attending

In his homily, His Lordship, Bishop Olivier said that all
brothers and sisters who leave and enter the house, receive
renewed life with divine love and compassion, which the
nuns have paid attention to put it into practice and live the
Word of God.

The Bishop said: “This place is a special one to put the
Word into practice in accordance with the Will of God, which
leads our life to be filled with joy.”

He continued: “When we arrive at the home of the
Missionaries of Charity, it leads us to understand that it is
God who prepared it for the helpless to be able to find a new
family. Moreover what the nuns do, they do with the heart
of a mother, who loves a child, encourages him, makes the
journey with him, takes care of him, and always forgives him
in order for the child to go forward. Therefore, here is the
home of happiness and peace.”

A nun who represents the Missionaries of Charity, said:
“We would like to thank God for having called us to act as
the instrument of peace. Thanks to the Royal Government
of Cambodia for allowing us to serve impoverished people
in Cambodia. We would like to thank all the brothers and
sisters for giving us a chance to serve the poor in Cambodia.
We are happy to serve them with smile on our faces for a

period of 25 years, so far”

o
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PHNOM PENH
PAYS ATTENTION TO CHILDREN’S STUDIES

The Education Office of the Phnom Penh diocese headed
by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler, held a meeting to evaluate
and update educational work for 2018-2019 with teachers of
15 pre-schools along the Mekong and Tonle Bassac Rivers on
6th October 2018 at Champa Church in Kien Svay district.

Commencing the meeting, Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, the
priest in charge of the Mekong River Pastoral sector delivered
a welcome speech to all teachers and thanked them for
assisting in the education of children in the target areas.

Ly Sothea, the coordinator of all the schools, presented
a detailed report on the old academic year and set a goal for
the new one. The new academic year has just begun in early
October 2018, with 358 for grade 1 primary school students,
287 grade 2 students, 52 students for the literacy class and 10
students for the computer classes. The pre-schools also have
the co-operation with state-run schools in order to strengthen
relationships and confidence between these institutions run
by the Church and the Royal Government of Cambodia.

The coordinator emphasised that the new academic year
had started one week ago except the church-run pre-schools at
Rong Chak, Phlov Trey and Toutaing as they have been unable
to commence as the flood waters have not receded yet.

At the meeting, His Lordship, Bishop Olivier said by
' recalling the goal of establishing the Catholic Church-run
- schools, at least, in order for the children to be able to
© complete primary school levels, know how to read and write
¢ Khmer language and prevent drugs abuses in addition to
¢ morality in life.

The Bishop did not forget about social and Catholic
influence on the children. He also requested that daily
monitoring be carried out for those who abandoned their
studies and requested the students and the teachers to
speak in Khmer. He hoped that by this move the Cambodian
children will be able to enter schools together by following
the example of the primary school of Sampan Church.

Following the meeting, outstanding students were
awarded consolation prizes and presented with completion
certificates. All the teachers were thanked for their services
and were encouraged to do more.
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Students, Parents Guardians aned
Teachers Cooperate sueeess in stuelies

St. Frangois new Primary, General and Arts school, the
General High School and the new High school for Technical,
agriculture and tourism, held a solemn ceremony to begin
the 2018-2019 academic year on 5th November 2018.
Present at this even were Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh and Mr. Ing Noy,
the chief of Kous commune. The ceremony was attended
by students and their parents/guardians, teachers and
academic staff from the three establishments of school
estimated at more than 600.

On the occasion, the principals of each school divisions
gave brief reports on the schools and the situation of the
students. Having listened to the reports, His Lordship,
Bishop Olivier, the coordinator of the study programmes
for the schools delivered a speech to all the participants
saying: “This is the sixth time that | participate in the
opening of the academic year for St. Frangois’s school,
which originally had only 36 students, but today we have
520 students. This year is a special one for the study
programmes at Tramkak district of Takeo province. As
we have the Catholic Church-run schools mushrooming,
ranging from a pre-school to higher education, this will
lead the residents in the area to have a truly bright future.”

At the function, the Bishop also requested all the
leadership of the schools, the teachers and the staff to
co-operate with one another and take part attentively
in the academic projects of the Catholic Church, that is a
joint study to lead the children and students to receive a
complete education to become knowledgeable persons.

Bishop Olivier spoke to the parents/guardians and all
the students saying: “Please participate in co-coperating
with the schools, the teachers and all staff to make the
journey with all the students. Please pay attention to
urging the children to attend school, keeping track of their
studies and monitoring their progress for their future.”

The Bishop also admonished all the students to
attentively struggle with their studies and lives. Moreover,
“Please pay attention to participating in every school
activity in which there are arts, sports and agricultural
clubs and join in protecting the environment. This will
make our schools become special ones. Let us all unite to
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More than one thousand Catholics were very joyous in
witnessing the ceremony that ordained Bro. Paul
Phromphong Sebarat as a deacon belonging to the Thai
Missionary Society (TMS) to Cambodia to coincide with the
25th anniversary of the rebirth of St. Joseph’s Church in
Phsar Toich. The ceremony began with the hymns being
sung joyously to thank God and glorify Him. The service
took place on 9th November 2018 at Phsar Toich in Phnom
Penh.

Following the singing of the hymns, Fr. Paul Roeung
Chhatsirey delivered a welcome speech to the bishops and
all the faithful. Fr. Vong Masen Matachhay also gave his
testimony about the candidate who was preparing to be
Chhatsirey called the
candidate and requested the Bishop Olivier to ordain Bro.

ordained as a deacon while Fr.

Paul as a deacon.

Witnessed by the congregation of Catholics present,
Bishop Olivier invited Br.Bird to stand in front and make his
presence known. This was followed by the diaconate
ordination ceremony. In order to be ordained a deacon,
the candidate has to make his vow of obedience before the
Church represented by the bishop. To this, the candidate
Bird answered: “Yes, | agree! And | will live a life of celibacy

g BUANISTRNIGE saunt wig
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for the Kingdom of heaven in respect for and service of God
and other brothers and sisters with love and in obedience
to the Bishop. | will carry out my office with compassion
and teach the Catholic faith to others and live by the model
shown by Christ.”

After the candidate made his vows of obedience in
accordance with conditions of the Catholic Church, he
prostrated himself at the foot of the altar as the sign of
humility and submission to God while the bishops, priests
and the congregation sang the Litany of saints. The
ordination rite continued by laying on of hands on the
candidate by the priests present in order to confirm that
priests along with their bishops were asking the Holy
Spirit’s outpouring of Grace on the new candidate.

Bishop Olivier said that a deacon has to be a servant
which is the hallmark of Jesus, who was the servant —to
serve the poor and has a right to perform liturgical services,
the sacrament of baptism, and matrimony as a deacon.
The Bishop continued his instruction that deacon’s duty is
to serve at Mass in his own life by expressing the presence
of Jesus. He emphasised: “Deacon’s life reminds us of a life
filled with love unless we pay attention to services by not
thinking of our own self-interest.”

“First, you live in the Bible, which is the branch of
grapes being united with Jesus always. Second, you live in
the love of Jesus believing, hoping and enduring always.
Third, you have to love one another as the Word of Jesus,
namely we no longer become the servants but we become
the friends of Jesus. Fourth, the services and evangelisation
are the reason for us to try hard to live with humility in
order to enter the mysteries of God to create His Kingdom.”

After the candidate was ordained, the superior of the
Thai Missionary Society assigned him to the Apostolic
Prefecture of Kampong Cham.

The newly ordained deacon said: “Today | really have
joy because a large number of Catholics attended my
ordination service and the 25th anniversary of the presence
of the Society in Cambodia.” “I chose to work in Cambodia
thinking that this is the call of God and | teach children, help
the poor on behalf of the Church whose role is apostolic,”

Deacon Bird added: “I asked God to help with prayer
that is spiritual food in order for God to bless and inspire
me, in order for me to become an instrument that is in
accordance with the Will of God. After this ordination, | will
obey the Bishop as to what he wants me to do like what |
promised during the ordination ceremony.”
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( Two Seminarians Received For- )
mally As Students of Bishop Olivier
\_ Schmittacusler y

The Catholic Major Seminary of St. Jean Marie Vianney

formally received two seminarians Brs. Bunly and Vy Samnang
as the students of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. It was the first phase of before
reaching to an ordination to the priesthood. The admission rite
was held on 18th October 2018 on the occasion of the new
academic year of the institution in Toul Kork district Phnom
Penh of Cambodia, which was presided over by Bishop Olivier
along with the large of number of priests and Catholics.

In his homily, His Lordship provided important advice
to the Catholic presents, especially to the two seminarians
with reflection of putting the Word of Jesus into practice to
receive renewed life for eternity abandoning everything, then
following Him. Bishop Olivier also highlighted four paths of
abandoning everything by saying:

“First, Let Jesus look at us entering deeply into the heart
and with love and it is the relationship we have to create first
in order to understand the way of Jesus. Second, abandon
everything by taking Jesus as priority and for a while we want
to enter into a special way and be ready to be friends of Jesus
abandoning it in an earthly manner. Third, the way we walk
along Jesus is very narrow but we have capacities because we
depend on God and our strength discovered the relationship
we created with Him, too. ”

The two was given the albs and formally signed into the
Church in front of the congregation of the Catholics presents
as witnesses.

Br. Bunly said: “God bestowed many gifts on my life,
especially some years | have learned to understand the call of
God making the journey with me. It leads me to understand
that God and the Church in Cambodia do support me and
today | answer the love of God offering myself. The brother
continued that what is important is self-abnegation and Jesus
Himself is a model. Moreover, | have to try hard to follow this

model with love, self-abnegation, care and sharing.”
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Three hundred and forty members of the group of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus from the Catholic dioceses of Phnom
Penh and Kampong Cham renewed their pledge at St. Frangois
Xavier’s of the Mekong River pastoral sector (in Champa) in
the presence of the large number of Catholics. The ceremony
took place on 4th November 2018, which was presided over
by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the
group’s presence in Cambodia.

Mr. Philip, the leader of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in
Cambodia also gave a brief history of the group saying that
the group was part of co-operation with the Catholic Church
to mainly pray and serve those who suffer in order to proclaim
the gospel of Christ, who suffered until He was dead and
resurrected. “Our group will do our best to promote peace,
justice, kindness and love that come from God to share for all
people as possible,” the leader continued.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier also instructed all the
Catholics, especially the member of the group to:

“First, follow a path of happiness in order for us to have
the spirit to struggle in life carrying the Cross forward always
like Jesus. Second, please have the fortitude to look forward
to knowing that we ask God, Him will give. Third, have joy like
the Blessed Virgin Mary and other Saints. Fourth, have the
courage to overcome obstacles and prejudice. Fifth, allow us
to pay our focuses in the Church, which is the one group, one
family that get involved actively with the Catholic diocese of
Phnom Penh and sixth pray always that is the beginning and
the end of being united to God and it is the model for the
others and to receive the strength of the Sacred heart of Jesus
Himself.”

According the report by Phillip on the Society of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, it had taken part considerably in society
and the Church: the building of bridges, roads, the repairing of
the churches at Samrong Thom, Champa and Chong Khneas.

In addition to the above-mentioned activities, the group
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus has also assisted poverty-stricken
Catholics and spiritually help those who are weak in the faith
in order for them to try hard to pray, etc.
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Sixth Anniversary of discovery of Statue of BVM from Mekong River

AN SET 16THTUTATTA saunw ajrgn )

The Queen of Peace Church in Areyksat marked
the 6th anniversary of the discovery of the statue of
the Blessed Virgin Mary from the Mekong River with a
solemn Eucharist on 25th November 2018 in Areyksat
village of Kandal province’s Lovean Em district.

The anniversary ceremony was graced by the
presence of Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh together with more
than 3,000 Catholics participating.

Fr. Adrian Gustavo Benitez, the parish priest in the
Areyksat zone of Kandal province’s Pothom district,
said that the Blessed Virgin Mary was the model for
the Catholic faithful because She trusted and had
constant confidence in God without seeking Her own
self-interest.

Because it was also the feast day of Christ the King,
the priest in his homily reminded the faithful present to
pay attention to the following:

“First, look at the Life of Jesus, who is merciful, and
His love for us is not merely a short term love, but it is a
full love that He was willing to offer His life on the Cross.
Second, Jesus freed people of their sins because of His

www.catholicpohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh
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own Blood. He offered His life for eternity. Third, He
led us to become a People of God when we receive the
sacrament of baptism with renewed life — it means that
we become the children of God in one family. Fourth,
God made us become a priestly people.”

Bishop Olivier emphasised: “Everything that is
mentioned-above, belongs to us. We have a right to
serve as a People of God but we also have the role in
respecting our rights.” The Bishop instructed the faithful
saying: “First, God loves us. How do we receive the love
of God like the Blessed Virgin Mary? Second, what to
do we receive in salvation? Namely a change of heart!
Please look at Mary as a model when we recite the
Rosary since She received the annunciation from the
Angel Gabriel until God elevated Her Body into heaven.
It is She who stays always with God. What do we do in
order to be always united with God? Third, we are the
People of God. How do we put the Word of God into
practice in our life? By helping the poor, the weak, the
lowly and the helpless? Fourth, God made us to become
a priesthood in order to serve God as our King, who
washed the feet of the Apostles. So what to do in order
to serve others.”

In conclusion, the Bishop instructed all the Catholics
when returning to their homes to open their eyes to see
the sufferings of the others and serve them with care.
“We are a small Church. What can we do in order for
our small Church to become a Church of love in prayer
and service always?”

The finding of statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary
celebrated on this 6th anniversary, takes into account
that this is the second one that Areyksat Church received
from Mr Sok Hour on 19th November 2018. Sok Hour
is a Buddhist and he recovered the second statue from
the river bed in his dream with the assistance of Jesus.
Next morning, he narrated the story to the faithful, but
no one believed in him. He went to the place where
Jesus told him to go and then he saw the statue. He
recovered it from the river and handed it over to the
parish pastoral council for prayer. Then he prayed to the
Blessed Virgin Mary that his wife be cured of a serious
illness.

A miracle took place and his wife was cured from
the illness and lives to the present. This miracle led both
of them to convert to the Catholic faith and received the
sacrament of baptism in the year 2015.
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Study Tour to the
Development Zone

An estimated 70 students from the Catholic
Church Student Center and students in Phnom Penh
went on a study tour to the development zone of the
Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh in Kampot and Takeo
provinces. The study tour was headed by Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler with the theme “Evangelisation And
Development”. It was facilitated by Ms. Ponhacka Srey,
the director of the center.

The study tour for the students this year was
conducted from 27-28 October 2018. Bishop Olivier
celebrated Holy Mass to conclude the study tour. The
event saw many questions being asked in order to open
up the hearts of youths seeking the goal in their lives
and to prepare for the new academic year. For the year
2019, His Lordship encouraged the students to set a
goal and identify themselves in accordance with the
gifts bestowed on them by God, especially the need to
engage actively in society in promoting the nation and
families in order for them to obtain joy and peace.

“Life was a struggle going through difficulties to find
a light. We have viewpoints and purpose of our own.
Later we will have love and we can put it into practice
with full hope. We do everything in order for our life to
be brilliant to build a bright future,” said Bishop Olivier.

All of this is participation in developing Khmer
society to receive true and concrete life with real joy and
love. It should be pointed out that the study tour was
conducted in the development zone of Phnom Voarh
farm in Kampot, the Catholic social enterprise, Peace
village, the Technical and Vocational High School of St.
Frangois, and St. Paul’s Institute. They also watched a
play performed by the theatrical troupe on the birth
of the world acted by the theatrical troupe of Chamka
Tieng parish on the large stage in Takeo.
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The Committee on Catechism of the Catholic Church

in Cambodia hosted an inter-diocesan seminar with
the theme “Families and Word of God” for catechists
of the three dioceses in order to reflect on families
and disseminate pedagogical awareness for them.
The seminar was hosted from 20-23 November 2018
at the parish of Sts. Paul and Peter with some 100 in
attendance in Phnom Penh Thmei.

According to Msgr. Antonysamy of the Apostolic
Prefecture of Kampong Chamin charge of the Catechism,
said that the topic “Families and Word of God” is the
reflective one. He said: “We want all brothers and
sisters to show interest that instructing the essence
of the faith is of very importance. It is to be started
from the famililes and combined with efforts made by
the Church producing books and materials in order to
teach them in a pedagogically technical manner.” The
families are the first catechetical class to form a habit
for their children to go to church, love the Church, the
Word of God, God and be humble to receive salvation
with joy and gratitude. The Local Ordinary emphasised
that the seminar would help remind them of the faith
and seek the source of the faith reflecting the wounds
of each family that God healed.

Mr. Doung Savon, the Office head of the Catechism,
said that the seminar had organised small topics in each
day to join with the Church, which take the families as
the Year of the Church. According to the Office head, as
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler had provided instructions
of the families step by step on reflection with youth
in order for them to understand of information and
prepare themselves before setting up a family. The next
step was to think of marriages and lastly after getting
married already. In this sense, Savon emphasised the
catechism had been focused likewise by tying together
with the families and the Bible.
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Love and Concern for Persons with Intellectua
Impairment

Members of the Catholic Alliance for Development
and Charity (CACD) gathered during their quarterly meet
to discuss the topic “Share the Journey with Inclusive Love
” focused especially in serving persons with intellectual
impairment. The meeting highlighted actions carried
out by certain Catholic organizations related to children
with such impairment. The organizations shared work
experiences to lend service to all such children. The
organizations include the center for Child and Adolescent
Mental Health (CCAMH) of Caritas Cambodia, the
Special School for Autistic Children, the Karuna center
in Battambang and Peace Village. Besides this, personal
experiences were shared by parents whose children have
intellectual impairment. The topic was intended to make
all concerned to understand about the work carried by
each organization and reflect together on how to work in
the future in continuing to help these children when they
grow up. In Cambodia, there are a very few organizations
helping the children with intellectual impairment. These
children are different from the others, in that they are
required to have caretakers always.

According to a social work expert who does this work,
families who have children with intellectual impairment
are the poor ones and these families can’t handle their
affected children because there is not sufficient as they
have to make a living. It takes a lot of time for them to
take care of their children. The expert pointed out that
children with cognitive impairment are very likely to suffer
from depression.

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh, the chair of the meeting, expressed his
admiration for efforts made by all the organizations by
providing the children the care and warmth required.
He also thanked the parents for not abandoning their
children. His Lordship, also reminded and encouraged all
of them to keep up the work in caring, especially by doing
everything to co-operate with one another and work
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HEALCTIVITIES'OF BISHOPDLIVIER

SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP

POSTOLICVICARIOF PHNDM PENH

3-5 Dec
6 Dec

8 Dec

9 Dec

10 Dec

11 Dec

13 Dec
14 Dec

15 Dec

16 Dec

19 Dec

20 Dec
21 Dec

22 Dec
23 Dec

24 Dec

25 Dec
26 Dec

INDECEMBER 2018

: Presbyterium at Phnom Penh Thmey

: MEP meeting 6.30pm: Night of Prayers
for Vocation at Saint Joseph Parish

: Blessing renovate church at Toulkrasang
: Holy Mass for 50th Jubilee of Sister
Colette Providence at Boueng Toumpun
5pm Claire Amitié feast

: 10am Blessing new building at Phoum Chres
Salesians sisters School Wedding at Takeo

: Opening new academic year of Saint
Paul Institute

: Mission Council

: All offices Christmas party at 3pm at
Phnom Penh Thmey

: Christmas party at Monivong MC Sisters
5pm Requiem Mass for Brother Terry
Heinrich at Word Vision

: Holy Mass at Ompev Prey

: Visit to the Major Seminary

: Christmas party at Saint Paul Institute

: Inauguration of new kindergarten at
Peace Village with Her Excellency Khun
Rachana from Ministry of Education
Saint Francois Christmas party

: Christmas at Kompot

: Children Christmas feast at Chomkatieng
Christmas mass and party at Chomkatieng
: Christmas for poor and old people

6pm Holy Mass at Saint Joseph

: Holy Mass at Kirivong

: Interreligious visit at Prison in Takeo

Christmas mass and party at Takeo city
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