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EPIPHANY 2019
—

“THE GRACE OF GOD HAS MANIFESTED ITSELF
FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL PEOPLE! “
(TITUS 2:11)

Beloved brothers and sisters,

“The grace of God is manifested for the salvation of all people!”
This grace of God was there in front of our eyes on Christmas Eve!
Did we see it?

Did we hear it?

Did we feel it?

Have we understood it?

What did we see?

A simple manger with a few sleeping animals ... a newborn baby lying
delicately on hot straw ... a mom and a dad certainly tired, but so happy,
joyful with the birth of their first child.

Shepherds, villagers, magi coming from near and far to venerate and
adore this little child.

What did we hear?

Suddenly in the starry sky, angels dressed in white, singing with one
melodious voice the glory of God and peace for all.

What did we feel?

The smell of manure in the manger ... the perfume of incense and myrrh
offered by the Magi, ... but miraculously the unpleasant odor of manure
has given way to the captivating incense ...

The grace of God was there in front of us in this beautiful and sweet
Christmas night. The grace of God become flesh for ALL ...

Brothers and sisters,
What did | see, what did | hear, what did | feel during this year 2018?

With you | give thanks for the year of riches that we lived in our Church ...
everyone can add his own extensive experiences, his hopes, but also his
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disappointments and his troubles that on Christmas night are seen

with a new perspective in the face of the simplicity of the Incarnation.

What did | see? What did | hear? What did | feel?

What do we perceive as we look at our life, our faith, our society, our
Church? Beautiful and marvelous things. But also injustices, hatred
and violence ... contempt and vengeance ... jealousy and pride.

How do we change the world? Jesus came to change it. The grace of
God was fully manifested in him on Christmas night and is revealed in
a special way to the whole world on this feast of Epiphany.

During this year 2019, what are we going to do to see the beautiful
and the new? To hear the cries of the unfortunate? To experience the
sweet smell of incense and not the smell of sin and hatred?

We are entering into the last year dedicated to the family. In June,
2019, we will have a large diocesan families gathering. In September,
we welcome the relics of Louis and Zélie Martin. And in October, a
month of ‘special mission” wanted by Pope Francis, we will reflect on
how our families can be signs of the love of God for all in our society.

The grace of God is manifest today more than ever ... through our
parish, our family, our lives...

During this wonderful month of Christmas, with you, dear brothers
and sisters, | saw, | heard, | felt what 2019 can be for our Vicariate of
Phnom Penh.

During this year 2019, let us be the most beautiful crib in the world.
Let the crowds be so happy to come together and find a loving and
welcoming family in our communities!

“Do not be afraid,” said the angel, “I tell you good news!”
A beautiful and holy year 2019 to all!

May God bless you, fill each of your families with His grace, and flood
our Church and Society with His Peace!

Given at Phnom Penh on January 6th, 2019.
MANIFESTATION OF GOD IN THE WORLD
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Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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" Seminar

he Committee for Catechism of

the Catholic Church in Cam-

bodia hosted an inter-diocesan

seminar with the theme “Family
and the Word of God” for catechists of the
three dioceses in order to reflect on fami-
lies and disseminate pedagogical awareness
for them. The seminar was held from 20-23
November 2018 at the parish of Sts. Paul
and Peter with some 100 catechists in atten-
dance in Phnom Penh Thmei.

According to Msgr. Antonysamy of the
Apostolic Prefecture of Kampong Cham,
who is in charge of the Catechism, said that
the topic “Family and the Word of God” is a
reflective one. He said: “We want all broth-
ers and sisters to show interest in understand-
ing that instructing the essence of the faith
is of great importance. It has to started in
famililes with the combined efforts made
by the Church in producing guide books and
materials in order to teach them in a peda-
gogically technical manner.” The families
are the first catechetical class to form a habit

for their children to go to church, love the
Church and the Word of God. To know God
and be humble to receive salvation with joy
and gratitude. The Local Ordinary empha-
sised that the seminar would help remind
them of the faith and seek the source of the
faith reflecting the wounds of each family
that God has healed.

Mr. Doung Savon, the Head of the Of-
fice for Catechism, said that the seminar had
organised small topics for each day to join
with the Church, which take the families to
focus on the Year of the Church. According
to the Office head, Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler had provided instructions for the
families step by step on reflection with youth
in order for them to understand the informa-
tion and prepare themselves before setting up
a family. The next step was to think of mar-
riage. In this sense, Savon emphasised that
the catechism had been focused likewise by
tying together the families and the Bible.

During Holy Mass upon the conclu-
sion of the seminar, Mgr. Enrique Figaredo

of the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambong,
instructed all the participants, who were cat-
echists, to keep their hearts united to the Will
of Jesus. “No matter how hard and weak we
are in situations, please do not think of going
with your feelings or interpersonal relation-
ships because it takes its toll on the faith.”

The participants, who took part in the
seminar, learned to understand the problems
arising in the families, finding solutions for
the families whose faith are different and the
way of educating the children according to
the faith. The Local Ordinary went on to say:
“The catechists have to allow our life to be
compatible with what we have learned. It is
to put the Word of God into practice in the
way that we live.”

According to Savon, the seminar had
helped strengthen the capacities and the faith
of the catechists. The committee has been
holding this seminar every year since 2002.
The initiation of such a programme had really
helped the spirit of the catechists and made
the Church grow from one year to year. 4
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Sant' Egidio community shares their Love for Poor People

he Community of
Sant’ Egidio
ebrated the Nativity
of Jesus with poor

cel-

people by demonstrating love
for them through joy and hope.
Five families were treated with a
special lunch at the Soup Kitchen
in front of Niroth pagoda that
included a total of 600 children
who were treated to food and
drinks.

Mr. Chin Sang, the head of
Sant’ Egidio community said:
“The project has relations with
us Catholics. Normally we spend
Christmas with known families
and close friends.” He further
said that this time the group of
Sant’ Egidio had acted as a mod-
el dedicating one day or half a

day to be with the poor people so
that they will experience warmth
and love.

Chin Sang stressed: “This
year we made changes com-
pared to previous years not
only with the children but also
the adults. We served them like
they were our relatives, which
leads us to feel close to God
since God created us as humans
beings who are really poor,
homeless and without medical
facilities for birth delivery. So
we found a place to gather and
have fellowship with them over
a meal. We all unite and try to
do something by receiving only
five families for a start and we
can be close to them and if have

the ability and resources, we

will even do more.”

The community of Sant’
Egidio originated in Italy and it
started the Cambodian sector in
2007 on the basis of three prin-
ciples: Helping the poor, peace

and prayer. Despite the group

having few members, every year
it holds a gathering with prayer,
shares its own money in order
to help the poor and the sick. It
hosted a fellowship for hundreds
of children and this year they had
a fellowship meal as a family. 4
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Kampot Church and Representatives from

other Religions Prison Inmates

n order to share the joy on the occa-
sion of Christmas, the Kampot pas-
toral sector initiated a visit to prison
inmates at a Kampot city prison. Of
the 92 inmates they visited 24 were fe-
males. The visit to place on 10th January
2019 together when 40 representatives of
the three major religions in Cambodia in-
cluding those from the Buddhist faith,

The Catholics and the Muslims in-
cluding the deputy director of the depart-
ment of cults in the province.

Commencing the talks, Fr. Gianluca
Tavola, the parish priest of the Kampot
pastoral sector spoke to all the inmates:
“On the occasion of Christmas, we Catho-
lics have great joy because our Savior is
incarnate in a human form to free us all
from sin.” The priest continued by saying
that the Catholic Church, the Ministry of
Cults and Religions and the major reli-
gions representatives had come to meet
the inmates with the aim of sharing love.

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
stressed that Jesus the Saviour was not only
for the Catholics, but also for all mankind.
He further said that plants always needs a
light to bear fruits and the life of human be-
ings alike. All fruits have been obtained by
the deeds we have committed.

His Lordship also encouraged all
the inmates not feel hopeless, but have a
change of heart and give consideration to
their mistakes and correct themselves for
a better future.

The Bishop added: “All you, the in-

90

mates, please spent time concentrating in
order for the hearts to be appeased and to
discover the value of life and your fami-
lies to do everything for them to be happy.
Some adjustments to your life are also to
be made in order to have value for your-
selves and the whole of society.”

Mr. Khen Dorn, the deputy director
of the department of Cults mentioned: “We
all humans have the right to an education
through religions freely, but we must abide
by laws stipulated by our country. All re-
ligions are a means to transport mankind
to receive happiness in the present and the
future by the light of religions helping us all
discover the light of life.”

At that time, His Excellency Nget
Sok, Grade 3 of the prison guards also ex-
pressed his satisfaction and welcomed var-
ious religious representatives warmly for
having held the gathering with the inmates
since 2004. He said that the presence of
the religions for now was very significant
in helping to educate and encourage all the
inmates to have renewed hope and alter
their lives to make improvements when
they are freed from the prison after they
have served their sentence.

It has to be pointed out that such activ-
ities in Kampot city has been initiated since
2004 with the participation of the Ministry
of Cults of the city, the representatives of
the Buddhist faith, the Muslim religion and
the Catholic faith. The inmates were treat-
ed to some food such as chicken curry with
bread. They were also given some toiletries
such as soap, tooth paste and blankets. 4
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Foreign Language and Cultural Center

Celebrates Christmas

he Foreign Language
and Cultural Center
in Kampot city cel-
ebrated the Nativity
of Jesus on the morning of 22nd
i December 2018 with Bishop Ol-
ivier Schmittaeusler of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
as the chief guest. The center is
an institution run by the Catholic
Church in Kampot, which was
established in 2007 by Bishop
i Olivier.
: The Director of the Center,
Mss. Nhem Socheap said that
the center has the Montessori-
style pre-school concept and it
receives children aged between
3 and 5. There is the primary
class consisting of grades 1 and

2 students being trained in gen-

eral knowledge. The subjects of
English, computer programmes
and music were also incorpo-
rated into the school curriculum.
There are a total of 104 students,
of whom 75 are in kindergarten-
ers and the others 29 primary
class students.

The director further said
that the center also has an extra
English as a subject for other
students. In addition to the study
programme, the center initiated
other activities for grand celebra-
tions such as Khmer New Year
and Christmas. “We celebrate
Christmas in order to share the
joy with brothers and sisters,
parents/guardians and students

because this feast is a feast of joy

reminiscent of God’s love” said

Sopheap.
On

Gianluca Tavola,

Fr.
the parish

this  occasion,
priest of the Kampot zone said:
“Let us have open mindedness in
accepting everyone to promote
peace and happiness. Jesus was
born to bring love to us all.”
Bishop Oliver as the main
celebrant, spoke to the children,
the students and the parent/
guardians saying: “Today we
have the joy to gather at Christ-
mas — the day we demonstrate
love. The Bishop also expressed
his admiration for the children
for showcasing their talents of
performing dance with gestures

regarding the Birth of Jesus. To-
day Cambodia is making prog-
ress when compared to the previ-
ous 20 years and in 2050 it will
become a developed country.
That’s why these children enter
our school where the Montes-
sori programme will help to lay
a strong foundation for them. In
2050 they will become parents
and be engaged actively in so-
ciety,”

The bishop then instructed
the teachers, the students and
their parents, saying: “Please
pay attention to making our
school become a good one, by
being good students and teach-
ers for a good future and a great
society.” 4
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25th Anniversary of

St. Peter's Churchin
Pochentong

t. Peter’s Church
in Pochentong of
the Phnom Penh
pastoral sector
celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of establishing its pres-
ence in Cambodia with 12
candidates receiving the Sac-
rament of Confirmation. The
celebration was presided over
by Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler. A larger number of
Catholics from far and near
attended this function on 2nd
December 2018 in Preytea
village of Dongkau district,
Phnom Penh.

In his homily, His Lord-
ship instructed all Catholics
present, especially the candi-
dates ready to be confirmed to
adopt ten attitudes as follows:

“First, the truth (God is
always listening). Second,
search (God in others and in
your day-to-day life). Third,
be generous and share your
time and joy. Fourth, you
reconcile with God and oth-
ers. Fifth, be coherent. You
match your actions to your
beliefs. Sixth, you love oth-
ers through simple and kind
gestures. Seventh, be grateful
to God for all His blessings.
Eighth, speak about God and
don’t be ashamed to do so.

Ninth, you illuminate oth-
ers with joy and be a light
in the world and tenth, you
pray, dedicate special time
for God.”

From 1993 to 1995, the
Pochentong community built
a church out of bamboo with
thatched roof for six Catho-
lic families. From 1996 to
2005, the families grew to
18 families and the church
was getting dilapidated and
narrow.  Parishioners and
Bro. Teur Sou united to re-
pair the church and its com-
pound looked more proper
and wider. However, it was
then temporary because the
life of this community has
developed with Catholics
steadily progressive and the
church had already been
repaired twice. Still, it was
narrow with much disturbed
by noise outside, which was
why the parishioners there
had difficulties taking part
in glorifying God through
worship services including
prayer sessions.

When this news reached
the ears of Mrs. Kim Har, a
US resident, she then raised
funds to build a church on 1st
June 2006. The church was in-
augurated on 1st July 2007. 4
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“If We Love Each Other, It Leads No War," Family of Light and Friendship

the
Family of Light

nce a year,
and Friendship

commemorates
the celebration of the life of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. On 9th De-
cember 2018 the Family of Light
and Friendship marked the life of
the Blessed Virgin Mary with the
Eucharist on the occasion of the
50 anniversary of its presence in
the Capital city of Phnom Penh in
Cambodia. The programme took
place at the house of the Family
in Tomnub Teuk village, Boeung
Tompun quarter, Meanchey dis-
trict, Phnom Pemh. It was pre-
sided over by Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The
event saw a lot of people attend-
ing, including religious, factory

workers and children.

For the Family of Light and
Friendship, the Blessed Virgin
Mary was likened to a Queen and
a Mother whom they depend on
and pin firm hopes on. The com-
memoration of Mary is always
performing wonders to the Family.

On the occasion, an old lady
Nicol, an envoy introducing the
Family of Light and Friendship
into Cambodia, said that today
was a bigger day than usual one
because it celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of the group’s presence
in Cambodia. “The Family of Light
and Friendship in France, Africa,
Brazil and Cambodia is far apart
from each other, but we keep loving
one another as one family,” the lady
said. She also said “First, I thank
the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the

brethren. Second, T am happy.”

This lady has lived in Cambo-
dia for many years and she loves
the country very much. At heart she
has hope because she saw many
good-hearted people helping oth-
ers. Third, they keep loving one
another and love life. “If humans
keep loving one another, then our
world will not be at war.All will be
helping one another.”

Bishop Olivier said: “Today
we are happy because we gather in
the Family of Light and Friendship.
We come here though we do not
know each other very much, but
we meet new friends. We know that
the Blessed Virgin Mary is a special
Mother, who can set an example
for all mothers to follow. Because
She loves Her Son and Her hus-
band, She has close relationships

with Her brothers and sisters. She
helped villagers who are sad. Our
life, sometimes, is good and at other
times not so good, but in our life, it
allows us to be an example, who
leads us to have the strength to imi-
tate Her.We can go forward, if can
take care of the light of friendships
in our hearts, which leads us to
know that all humans are brothers
and sisters.”

A young female representa-
tive and a factory worker rose to
give testimonies of the difficulties
in life and thanked the Family of
Light and Friendship for help-
ing and giving hope to discover
a new light to struggle on. It
was followed by the releasing of
balloons, which is a sign of joy.
They also had a fellowship meal
in a pleasant atmosphere. 4
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Catholic Alliance for Charity And Development (CACD)

embers of the Catholic Alli-
ance for Charity and Devel-
opment gathered on the 14th
January 2019 to reflect on
their activities and missions based on Catholic
Social Teachings. The gathering was held at the
headquarters of Caritas Cambodia, which was
chaired by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, with more
than 30 representatives of each office, Catholic
organization and religious orders attending.

Commencing the meeting, His Lordship
made mention of the process of CACD that the
team had been established by merging from
groups —the Catholic organization, religious
orders that has activities in society and certain
other offices in the Phnom Penh diocese.

The groups have done works of charity by
being witnesses to the Gospel — the expression of
God’s Mercy by responding to the needs of society.

The Bishop also highlighted some activ-

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

ities in which the Church has engaged by pro-
viding hope for the unfortunate. He stressed
that the Church is a large family, which is the
call of God to provide love and hope. “We
must allow the Church to become a parent for
all members of society.”

Mark, the president of Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) Cambodia and a speaker at the
meeting, said: “We are not only an organiza-
tion, but we do not act as a company that does
not serve the poor. Our goals are to respond im-
mediately to needs of the poor. The society of
today has developed considerably but what we
have yet to develop persons to have compas-
sion, generosity, wide-mindedness and love.”

He went on to say that in the work system
it was necessary to develop human resources.
It helped them have high-level of techniques
and pride for their own. Mr. Mark added: “We
also must have solidarity in order for all the
persons to demonstrate their complete capaci-

LI

ties and to develop those capacities. We have
to create a relationship with various organiza-
tions to share personal experiences with one
another in joint development.”

“We have to participate in these efforts
by doing everything in order for private/public
institutions including the civil society to work
together and allow those who are from Catholic
institutions to become a model and have influ-
ence on various institutions,” continued Mark.

At the meeting, all the participants were
divided into three large groups sharing their per-
sonal experiences with one another and reflect
together on the subject of families, education and
youth. The reflection focused mainly on issues,
challenges and the needs responded to by each
institution in order to solve the problems encoun-
tered. The reflection also focused on action plans
that can be effectively implemented together in
responding to the needs of the people and solv-
ing the problems faced by them. 4
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78" Night of Prayer for Vacations

he church of the
Child
Boeung Tompun held

Jesus in

a night of prayer for
vocations for the 78th time in line
with the guidance of the Catholic
diocese of Phnom Penh in order
for youth in Cambodia to answer
the call of God, thereby offering
themselves as religious life, serv-
ing the Church and people.

The prayer took place in
the presence of Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler of Phnom Penh.
Priests and other missionaries in-
cluding the large number of Catho-
lics also took part in this event on
the evening of 3rd January 2019
in Boeung Tompun I quarter,
Meanchey district of Phnom Penh.

On the occasion, His Lord-

www.catholicohnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh

ship reminded the Catholics of the
experience when the Nativity of Je-
sus was observed in the year 2018
at each parish. He said that at that
time there were a lot of non-Cath-
olics attending the celebrations. It
was because of a time to be happy
together and exchange presents.
Because they understood that the
day when we become one family
leading to forgetting of problems,
sorrows and live in hope.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier
advised the Catholics, especially
the youth: “Tonight, we pray for
the 78th time for vocations. May
we pay more attention because our
Church has very many missionar-
ies, but those missionaries are not
sufficient to serve as priests and
brothers as well as nuns yet.”

“We must have the priests
and nuns who live with the breth-
ren just as Jesus in ancient times
to encourage, educate and in-
spire them and to act as John the
Baptist did. It is the role of the
priests, the nuns, and the broth-
ers who are to show Jesus to the
brethren and receive the water,
which leads to eternal life as the
Samarian woman experienced,”
continued the Bishop.

Bishop Olivier instructed the
Catholics to do what it takes to dis-
cover a clear way and a clear goal
in life by prayer. Moreover, there
are Catholic families focusing their
attention on a special atmosphere
because the vocations had grown
and made progress in families.

The Bishop also asked the

oy

youth to respond to the call of
God and give a special priority
in each diocese in order to fulfill
the mission bestowed on them
by God. The Catholic diocese of
Phnom Penh has held the night of
prayer for vocations every month
in various places of the diocese
for some six years. As a result,
the Church received four youth
into the priesthood in each dio-
cese and there are a lot of youth
offering their lives to making
their vows in the congregations
of Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians (FMA), Providence of
Portieux Sisters (PP), Sisters Ser-
vant of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary (SIHM) (Kampong Thom),
Sisters Lovers of the Cross and
Sister Servants of Jesus. 4
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YOUTH OF CATHOLIC
CHURCH SHOW THEIR

ome 250 youth and

Catholics of the Catho-

lic diocese of Phnom

Penh made a pilgrim-

age to Kampong Thom province.

The pilgrimage was held by the

Pastoral Office for Youth, Teen-

agers and Children of the diocese

running from 25th to 27th January

2019 under the guidance of Bish-
op Olivier Schmittaeusler.

Mr. San Saroeun, the head

of the Pastoral Office for Youth,

" Teenagers and Children, said that

this was the ninth pilgrimage with
the pilgrims going on a 19-kilome-
ter pilgrimage from Phoum Pang
Church to Tangkok Church in the
province — a holy land of martyrs.
The pilgrimage was held under
the theme “I’m the servant of the
Lord, let it be done to me accord-
ing to your word (Lk 1,38).” The
theme is in line with World Youth
Day at Panama.

Saroeun added that the pil-
grimage was to demonstrate the
faith and hope through prayers.
“When we walked, local people
showed their interest in it, some of
them ask us that what are we do-
ing? And from where do we walk?”
he stressed.

The pilgrimage took six
hours for them to walk from morn-
ing to afternoon, in which the jour-
ney was divided into three phases.
In each phase, all the youth were
given instructions by the bishop
on self-knowing and a choice of a

www.catholicohnompenh.org
www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh

model person for life and setting a

goal for oneself. It’s tied together
the firm faith to proclaim Gospel
values and love others just as Je-
sus loved mankind.

On the day of concluding the
event, His Lordship celebrated
Mass reminiscent of priests who
died or be killed in a cause for their
faith in genocidal regime of Pol
Pot. Those, who lost their lives in
the era, were bishop Chhmar Salas,
Frs. Chhmar Salem, Troeung Sam-
roeun and so on. They were the ex-
emplary model of the faith for the
new generation of Catholics. The
Holy Mass took place in a hut on
a bed where they had disappeared
or died. “We have obstacles in life
but importantly may we safeguard
and preserve our faith despite us
being criticised or talked about,”
the bishop said.

The Holy Mass was cel-
ebrated to coincide with the World
Youth Day being closed, too.

oy

Following the Mass, Saroeun re-
quested all the participants to con-
tinue praying for Cambodian and
world youth alike. He expected
those who attended the event, will
receive something new and have
an even firmer faith in order to
serve the Church and society by
sharing love in family members
and also people around.

Young girl Chem Sreymech
from the parish of the Child Jesus
in Boeung Tompun, said: “I have
the joy to walk in the name of
God and God’s presence helped
me walk forward.” The young girl
told that she attends the event ev-
ery year because she met with new
friends and new topic.

Before concluding the activ-
ity, the bishop announced that the
Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh
would continue another pilgrim-
age for the year 2020 to the Chiso
Mountain for two days. The first
pilgrimage was held in 2010.. 4
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Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler Requests for
Creating a Khmer Religious Order

n his homily, Bishop Ol-
ivier referred to religious
orders serving the Catho-
lic diocese of Phnom
Penh on 7th January 2017 at Sts.
Peter and Paul church, the bish-
op urged all religious orders to
reflect on how to create a group
of Cambodian nuns only for the
diocese. His Lordship reminded
all the religious orders to recol-
lect the Word of God: ‘Repent

www.catholicohnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

for the Kingdom of heaven is at

hand.’

The Bishop added: “The
‘Word becomes visible when we
bear witness so that other people
can see the tangible Kingdom
of God in the way we live.” He
also admonished them about
the mission to serve the Church
— to do everything in order for
those who have difficulties, dis-

abilities, the orphans and those

in a state of despair so they
will have renewed hope and
joy through us. Our roles in the
Phnom Penh diocesan religious
order, although we have differ-
ent groups, are to have common
goals to do everything possible
in order for the Kingdom of God
to become a reality.”

The Prelate also instructed
all the religious orders to unite
to help build the Church stron-

o

ger through Catholic faithful:

“First, all you religious,
please participate in caring for
families because the families
are a small Church. Second, we
have to stay awake and serve
these families instead of think-
ing of your own family. By
doing this we help Cambodian
families to also serve the dio-
cese by you staying close to the
people.” 4
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Our Lady of Smiles

Parish hosts Kite
Flying contest

ur Lady of the Smiles parish
held a kite flying contest on
the occasion of Christmas and
Khmer New Year. The contest
took place on 1th January 2019 in Kous com-
mune of Takeo province’s Tramkak district in
the presence of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler,
some civil servants and locals.

At the event, Bishop Olivier said: “In
2019, as we begin the kite flying contest, it
leads us all to be reminded that we are one fam-
ily because we have many people in other vil-
lages of Takeo province too.” According to the
bishop, in the national level competition, Takeo
notched up number two. This is a pride for the
province. The Bishop further said: “It is hoped
that next year it will be number one and he also
hopes that some day the government will agree
with us to hold a national level kite flying com-
petition in our Chamkatieng village.”

The Khmer kite flying contest has been
going on for nine years at Our Lady of the
Smiles parish in Chamkatieng. The contest
opened a chance for the general citizens, the
old and young, to be able to produce kites on
their own for the competition. This year saw
200 kites taking part in the competition starting
from 8am to 6pm. There were not only the kite
flying contests but also the horse and bull races.

Before concluding the event, the win-
ners were awarded prizes by the competition
organizing committee in the following order.
The number one winner received 260, 000 riel
($65), second 240, 000 riel ($60) and third
220,000 riel ($55), fourth 200,000 riel ($50) and
fifth 180,000 riel ($45). In the category for the
equestrian race, the winner received 200,000
riel ($50), second 160,000 riel ($40) and third
120,000 riel ($30). For the bull race the winner
received 100,000 riel ($25). The kite flying con-
testants, who failed to win, received a consola-
tion prize of 30,000 riel ($7.5) each.
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Seven-Day Celebration for Br. Terry Hein-

rich since His Death

he Lavala and Vila-

marie School’s
Board of Man-
agement  held a
seven-day memorial for Br.

: Terry Heinrich on 2nd Decem-
i ber 2018.

away in Takmao city of Kandal

Bro. Terry passed

province. The memorial was at-
tended by former students and
their parents/guardians, teach-
i ers, staff of the school together
with Bishop Olivier, priests and
religious, Bro. Peter Carroll, the
head of Marist Brothers (FMS)
¢ from Australia was the interna-
tional guests of honor.
Carroll
pressed his deep sadness at a

Bro.Peter ex-

loss of Bro. Terry, saying that

www.catholicohnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh

Terry was a great man of sound
faith, seriousness and especially
he was a man who developed
good relationship with people
that they loved him.

Bro. Carroll continued that
Bro. Terry had kept his heart and
soul with the school with the dis-
abled Cambodian children and
youth. It is true that the loss of
Terry had saddened all broth-
ers and sisters at the schools of
Lavala and Vilamarie very much
because they lost a good man.

Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler said this at the cer-
emony: “During the eight-year
period, I have known the late
Bro. Terry, he had engaged in
all activities and meetings with

care. His way of life led me to
be excited because all his activi-
ties seemed to have given entire
life to brothers and sisters here.
Now, the children feel like they
were orphans, but we know he
is here in spirit. On the night of
Bro. Terry’s passing, I dreamt I
entered a room near the Altar
and there was a peacock entering
there. In ancient traditions, a pea-
cock is a bird that symbolizes a
life of eternity, which leads us to
be always hopeful. It is true Bro.
Terry is gone and I no longer
meet the late Terry face-to-face,
but we know he received peace,
his spirit, his heart and mind and
his love are all here as before.
For all the teachers, the children,

we are not left hopeless. What
he had done, makes us pay at- i
tention in continuing the work
for the new generation of other
disabled children,” His Lordship H
continued. g

It should also be noted that
Br. Terry had belonged to the
congregation of Marist Brothers
from Australia. The congrega-
tion arrived in Cambodia in 1997
with the purpose of assisting a
lot of :

Cambodian disabled chil-
dren and youth in order for them
to have a good future like the oth-
ers through the establishment of
the school. He passed away on H
20th November 2018 in Australia
after a long battle with illness. 4
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New buildings
equipped with mod-
ern and unique ma-
erials and achieve-

ments of the primary school and

the Private General Knowledge
and Technical High School of St.

Frangois located in two
separate communes of Takeo
province’s Tramkak district by
the initiative of Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler were inaugu-
rated on the 29th January 2019.
The opening ceremony was pre-
sided over by His. Excellency
Hong Chounaron, the Minister
of Education, Youth and Sports
of Cambodia.

According to Mr. Yon Sam
Ath, the principal of the Techni-
cal High School of St.

Frangois, the  primary
school located in Chamka Tieng
village, Kous commune had con-
sisted of four buildings, while
the high school in Koki village,

Taphen commune of Takeo prov-
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ince’s Tramkak district has one
academic building.  There are
two dormitories, a football field,
a model hotel and four kiosks for
student to reading books. Besides
these, there are 5,000 square me-
ters of agricultural land and a set
of equipment, four hectares of
paddy field land designed for the
student to practise and 70 hect-
ares of agricultural land for the
student to conduct a tour study
at the Phnom Voah development
zone in the province.

Bishop Olivier, who is the

founder of the schools, said that
the schools were making contri-
butions to the educational sector,
human resources training, which
are a solid foundation of devel-
oping Cambodia in order to have
clear and high-level skills. His
Lordship continued that Techni-
cal High School of St. Frangois
was the only one high school in
Takeo providing technical train-
ing in businesses, agronomy and
tourism. The high school not
only teaches the students gen-
eral knowledge but also a clear

computer programme, spending

time at the library , the making

of a vegetable garden, and artis-
tic programmes with the purpose
of participating in preserving our
Lkhon
Khol (performed by masked men

cultural wealth such as

to the accompaniment of music
recitation in a community based
around the Buddhist monastery).

The primary school of St.

Frangois has received assistance
from generous people of Singa-
pore, while the high school from
Catholic Mission Australia. 4 i

www.catholicohnompenh.org

www.facebook.com/catholicohnompenh
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“Brothers and Sisters, Please Live in

Peace with the Love of God for this New
Year," Bishop Olivier

n the first day of
traditional Chinese/
New
Year, Bishop Olivier

Vietnamese

Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Phnom Penh offered en-
couraging words to a large number
of parishioners. He wished them a
happy New Year on the morning
of 5th

February 2019 at St. Joseph’s
Church in Chreythom of Kandal
province’s Koh Thom district.

Earlier, Fr. Levan Tin, the par-
ish priest of the Bassac River pas-
toral sector delivered a welcome
speech to His Lordship coming to
visit the parishioners and celebrat-
ed the Eucharist on the first day of
the New Year. This is an important
day according to the tradition of
the Chinese and Vietnamese peo-
“The

presence of the Bishop means we

ple. The priest pointed out,

will have a full-year of blessing.”

In his homily, Bishop Ol-
ivier advised the Catholics that
in the new year to come, they are
to live in peace and love of God.
They should do this by living in
co-operation, practice forgiveness
with one another and live in love of
God always. More than this, they
should bear witness to the love of
God and bring the light for all hu-
man beings.

“God chose us to become
His children and serve as a sign of
God’s compassion,” He continued.
The Bishop also reminded all the el-
derly Catholics to educate their chil-
dren to know the Word of God and
For the
youth, the Bishop also advised all

put it into practice in life.

of them to respect their par-
ents and grandparents. More than
this, the youth must recollect and
pay attention to creating a family
of peace —the peace coming from
God at the Church and in society. 4
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Fr. Roeung Chhatsirey advises Catholics to

Have Heart for Struggle

‘ ‘ ave a
heart for

struggle

and keep

your faith and hope to educate
children and youth,” Fr. Roeung
Chhatsirey, the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Catholic diocese of
Phnom Penh spoke to Catholics
during a night of prayer for vo-
cations for the 79th time on the
night of 31st January 2019 at the
Catholic Major Seminary in the
Phnom Penh’s Toul Kok district.
H The priest continued by cit-
ing the example of Catholics in
the early days in the European
continent and in Cambodia dur-

ing the time of sufferings. Back
then, they had been silenced and
their rights deprived. However,
they kept their faith and hoped
consistently. He said that those
people who suffered were the
example for the new generation
of Catholics to follow, such as
those who created  groups re-
flecting on the daily Word. They
included the group of the Catho-
lics, bishops, priests and the la-
ity who had lived as Cambodia
nationals during the Pol Pot era.
To be mentioned has to be Bish-
op Chhmar Salas along with his
companions who tried to keep
the faith, which is the light for-

ever until the last minute.

Fr. Chhatsirey stated that
living their faith during the Pol
Pot era had been very difficult
and they faced death all the time.
There were the Catholics and oth-
er people having seen the horrible

sufferings and had memory
of Salas who had kept the Bible
in his pocket till his death.

The priest also cited the ex-
ample of St. John Bosco who had
helped the youth and gave them a
sense of spirituality. Poor youth
could not find work, if the late St.
John Bosco did not help them. They
would have faced many dangers.

He stated that one must

learn to youth with John Bosco’s

2
i

=
mﬁm

i

heart of struggle; it is the role of

parents like other spiritual direc-
tors to do everything to educate
youth in morality and faith. He
added that the education of today
had a lot of challenges, but it is
also facing a struggle by putting
the Word into practice.

The Catholic diocese of

Phnom Penh under the guid-
ance of Bishop Olivier has held
a night of prayer for vocations
for over seven years in order to
petition God to send more ser-
vants to come into His rice field,
especially the servants springing
from the very youth. 4
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6 Mar

7 Mar

9 March

10 March :

11 March :

12 March :

14 March :

15 March :

16 March :

18 March :

18-20 Mar :

21-22 Mar:
23-24 Mar :

25 March :
27 March :

28 March :

29 March :

30-31 Mar:

Ashes Holy Mass.

Boeung Toumpun

80th Night of Prayers

- 6.30pm Carmelites
Monastery

From 9am retreat for
catechumens at Phnom
Penh Thmey

9am Holy Mass 1st Sunday
of Lent and Solemn Call of
Catechumens

Meeting with Saint Francois
High School Teachers

9am Mass at Plov Trey in
memory of Father Hieb
Mission council

Health coordination meeting
Blessing of new Church at
Choumkiri

Inauguration of new women
hospital Nokor Tep
Presbyterium - Phnom Penh
Thmey

Visit at Malay

Teach theology at
Battambang province

Holy Mass at Carmel

Mass and monthly visit at
Major Seminary

Visit of Saint Paul de
Chartres General Superior
Inauguration of the new
facilities for children with
handicap at Peace Village
Scouts Leaders Camp

at Kirirom

qIa de



CONGRATULATIONS!

Bishop OLIVER SCHMITTAEUSLER Apostolic
Vicar of Phnom Penh received Grand Cross of Royal
Order Sahametrei from Royal Government of Cambodia
for Education development in Takeo province.

May God bless you with always peace and love !
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