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Sr. Cecilia: God Is Enough for My L.ife

Sr. Cecilia of the Cross professed her final vows
in the Carmelite order at the Carmelite monastery
in Ongsnoul district, Kandal province, Cambodia on
December 8, 2011.

Bishop Olivier said it was a great moment for
the church in Cambodia and reminds us of three
important things. Firstly, it shows a new covenant
of God with human beings. “To respond to His call
and spend the rest of one’s life in the convent is
not common. We believe God has His own plan for
each one of us”, said Bishop Olivier. Secondly, Jesus
came to fulfill our life. Through the example of Sr.
Cecilia, we find that God is enough for her. Noth-
ing can separate her from His love. Finally, Jesus
is God’s answer to the difficult moments that all
humanity experiences. The Carmelitea came to
Cambodia in 2005 and now have seven sisters.
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Bishop Olivier: Sok San Sign of
Peace and Justice

Sok San, which means peace, is a Center for
people living with HIV/AIDS and for severely dis-
abled children. It was officially inaugurated on
January4, 2012 in the presence of His Excellency Im
Sithy, the Minister of Education, Youth and Sport.

Bishop Olivier said that Sok San is a place in
which justice and peace can be found. He stressed
that justice is not just respecting social regulations,
but above all, respecting the dignity of every indi-
vidual. “Justice, fundamentally, based on each one
as a person. No matter what nationality they are,
what disease they have; they have same right to
live,” the Bishop said.

His Excellency Im Sithy was surprised to see
such great achievement. He hopes that the Sak
San will be a happy and warm place to live. He also
appreciated Bishop Olivier’s great efforts for the
improvement of Cambodian lives and for building
the human resources of Cambodia. “As a result, we
have St. Paul Institute, St. Francis High School, and
now Sok San village for the HIV/AIDs patients,” said

y 4 Pastoral center of Takeo

His Excellency.

Mr. Prom Bon, an HIV/AIDs patient, described
his life as a person living with HIV/AIDS saying that
he was abandoned by his family and relatives and
was placed at Phnom Voih, Kep province. There
he was with other HIV/AIDs patients, waiting for
treatment from a Khmer traditional doctor. Unfor-
tunately, he couldn’t be treated and was not al-
lowed to stay there anymore. “I was stressed and
hopeless; | didn’t know where to go and what to
do. | was alive but seemed like | was dead,” said Mr.
Bon. He said that in 2004 Bishop Olivier went there
and felt sorry for all the HIV/AIDs patients. Bishop
Olivier decided to buy some land from the Khmer
traditional doctor and build a care center, named
the Pope John Paul Il Center, for the patients. “To-
day, | feel the Bishop has a good heart, a heart for
poor and disadvantaged people,” said Mr. Bon.

Mrs. Moung Sopheap, DYCFE NGO director, re-
ported that the Sok San has been established with
US $100.000. Sok San has two different programs:
one for HIV/AIDs patients and the other for severly

disabled children. For the first program, Sok San
has built 9 houses for 9 families. Each family has
been provided 65kgs of rice and 250.000 riel, about
US $62 a month. In addition, Sok San has 6 hect-
ares of land for producing rice. Sok San has built
a school for the children with profound handicaps.

Sok San is located in Poung Tek Tbong, Kus com-

mune, Trumkak, Takeo province.
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Pastoral center of Kompot

Kompot Pastoral Centre Cel-
ebrated Christmas with Prisoners

The Catholic Church in Kompot organized a pro-
gram to distribute gifts to 435 prisoners in Kompot
prison during the Christmas season. This program
was led by Fr. Un Son with Bishop Olivier and Mr.
Neak Yitthou, the director of the Kompot Cult and
Religion Department.

According to the speech of the vice-director of
Kompot Prison, the prison has 435 prisoners and
accused persons, including 31 women, an increase
of 135 persons in 2011. “We are thankful for the
religious representatives who bring gifts and food to
share with detainees”, said the vice-director.

Mr. Yitthou said that he was glad to cooperate
with different organizations to visit and bring some
ideas, material, and food for the prisoners. On the
religious side, Mr. Yitthou asked the monks to pray
to reduce the numbers of criminals from year to
year.

Bishop Olivier said to the prisoners that “We

come here to share the joys and hope of the Christ-
mas season with all of you [prisoners] because we
believe that we are all the sons and daughters of
God. With all religious representatives, we encour-
age you to repent and find a light to build a new
future outside of jail and to be a good citizen in the
society.

The Catholic Church has been organizing the
program for the prisoners since 2003, cooperating
with the inter-religious authorities.
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NEW CHURCH BLESSING AT RONG
CHAK

On the 4th December 2011 Bishop Olivier
presided solemnly a ceremony of New Church
Blessing at Rong Chak. Thousands of people
came to joint this unique event of the small com-
munity of Rong Chak. They came from far away:
ChreyThom,KohTieu, NeakLoeung...

and a considerable number from VN.

Rong Chak is a small parish located along the
National Road 1 and Mekong River. It has about 70
families and 260 people moreless .In 1990 there
was a small wooden church roofed with leaves. In
2000 the people had to move in another place, but
a half stayed, hiring a piece of land nearby. They
started to build the church in the new land in 2010.
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The construction was canceled for a while by lack-
ing of fund. When Br Joseph Phuong took charge
the construction restarted again. By the help of
many benefactors : Msgr Emile, Fr Hung, Fr Huong

(Vn), Fr John Luca, Ms Lieke, and chiefly of those in
VN, the construction was completed successfully.
Total cost of the construction is 65,000Susd.

In His homely Bis. Olivier has expressed His
gratitude towards those who had contributed in
the construction of the church, and reminded ev-
eryone that we are also the important dwelling of
The Holy Trinity.

Photo: L.Sovanna
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families all about 1000 Catholics.
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How colorful Christmas at Phar Touch? Himal-
sha, JY volunteer, is sharing us his experience.

Himalsha “Christmas on this year was very spe-
cial to me. It gives me a great time to prepare my-
self for the coming of our lord Jesus. Since | was
staying in St. Joseph's Parish Psar Touch, | had
much time to involve in church activities on this
season.

| have seen so many children, youth as well as
adults come to church for various kinds of activi-
ties that had happen on church during this time.
During the Christmas Psar Touch was colorful not
only because of decorations and lights but also be-
cause of the presence of the children and youth.

This Christmas was very important for me be-
cause of 02 reasons. During this Christmas | experi-
ence the presence of God through people i met in
Cambodia and the other reason was the love and
affection that they show me when | was far away
from home. | would say this Christmas that i spent
on Cambodia was one of the very best that | ever
had in my life.
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for 10 years

The Catholic Church in Cambodia was very pleased
to gather at St. Joseph parish, Phsar Tauch on Thursday
December 8, 2011 for a thanksgiving mass for the tenth
anniversary of the Khmer priests ordained in 2001.

Bishop Olivier said that the Mass and other sacra-
ments bring us happiness and perfection of life. He said
that the mission of priests and bishops is to build the
church in Cambodia into one family.

Fr. Lay Paul shared his experience that the ten years
of priesthood seemed so fast, and that he felt that God’s
love is greater than what we have thought. He added
that he feels God’s love for each one of us so much when
he celebrates the sacrament of reconciliation for the
Catholics.

Fr. Nget Viney described his decision to be a priest,
saying that at first he was nervous and reluctant to re-
spond to God’s call. “I was worried about my parents
and my family. Who will take care of them after they are
aged?”, said Fr. Viney. He added that his life as a priest
was totally different from what he had thought. “I am
not lonely; in contrast, | left a small family but | entered a

big family. Catholics have loved me and encouraged me,”

said Fr. Viney.
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Fr. Denis: Christmas Brings Us
to as One Family

“Christmas in Sihanoukville was filled with
great joy”, said Fr. Denis Carrier. People came
from different places to join the Christmas
Mass and enjoy the fun activities organized by
the youth.

The activities started at 6:00 PM with a
group from Don Bosco acting out the story of
the birth of Jesus. Then, before Mass started,
about 150 people had dinner. From 8:15 to
10:30 PM was a time to enjoy games and a
show.

Fr. Denis said that this Christmas—with the
last Christmas mass celebrated by Fr. Wirachai
at Sihanoukville —was great.

This year, there are 3 new born babies
were baptized in the Christmas celebration.
Moreover, every the end of the year there is
program to give the gifts and food to the pris-
oners
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Archbishop Nicholas Chia Yeck
Joo visisted Cambodia

Archbishop Nicholas Chia Yeck Joo, Archbishop of
Singapore, with 300 members of a group called ACT,
visited Cambodia on December 12, 2011. The ACT
group did different kinds of volunteer work for a week
with the Don Bosco schools in Phnom Penh, and with
projects in Battambang.

On the evening of December 13, there was a mass
with all the bishops in Cambodia and Archbishop Nico-
las at St. Joseph parish, Phsar Tauch.

Archbishop Nicolas said “the situation in Cambodia
is different from the situation in Singapore, but we be-
lieve that we are brothers and sisters in Christ. We
come here to see you. This shows that we are inter-
He added that God has given
each of us His gift, but the gifts we received should be

ested and love you.”

shared with others.

Mr. Willie Cheng, chairman of the Caritas Humani-
tarian Aid and Relief Initiative of Singapore said that he
came here to understand the humanitarian situation in
Cambodia. During the week the ACT group did three
different kinds of volunteer work: building a school,
health care services, and computer training.

Photo: V.Sambath



BSHBIS

Vicariate -

Photo: L.Sovanna

sREKEmsHSsaguEsaRisemeiscIsy 0

)

L

»
WiF
.,'.\1!

. .
N

<>

¥

U dORMYMOGIUAIMNARADNIHE 1HaY]
piosiigigigiaisiyp S giyias jpaomey
nigéuolsgaguiglistwnsmigujsiicama
RGO TR{UAURE Sh{AuTaTsdnkids 9

inaRAQUIHEN  Uagaisligiodie g
9gemislipis Ml IwINANS e gausaRNiaY
amyhoygisiigiue feg §9e99 Wiwislg
9£9¢ INAHINSIANABIBAVIEN: WUNABS[UIS
Ayt 115189 f2ivan V009 IMMAMSE U
MIARARHAD UATMAGINMRSAIANAHAT U
finyaiuipigusias

inaRAUIHSUM S ulghmignAlidy - Sk
sypwintighmivin:anassidiag
09 inaRmSigafanEanGimsnAYho
PauinsiRumsius mikiaadamieiions
HA 4

guifisignansAnugGhwaspala)
1A AERUBRIUATIANARAD U 4 tmqhmﬂi‘tfﬂm:

= 3@

i
§

i

®

jostimghsiinyafmasgrAnuiiagh
2p8 fith GEaEANUMS{HEIMNARAT (YIS A
gnit UEnuanaRANiginhiatma Beaiua
IMNAUMSABANUSSANIGRRMTIN  B2aIUN
(PlayMISHAN A (Y AU EAIRHIIG)AIUE
maymoy Sap:nnassasisigiaimaging |
phanidBafywonsifuntafngapii §udad
peiiimAnsgaen:anaYs  Shuly
miglasituimnmsguy  tivseligagidsa
iasaigamannig mmassnd Samitaaan
fRuimAmsgregrisifimgsinnn 1

NS RIUAINAYR O] YU My oI § U
saphisfepiwasiunut [uvamatakia
DUSIwHN arssgaguSiammbSunwiimigu
Is(AvanfISga 1 1S SSWH IAHAM UIHENG
Status Giginatsian sivanygiginw Rk Mg
uiiths Shayiyegn(niunasSaigiysig)a

wn

o



50t years anniversary of Bishop
Emile Detombes as priesthood.

The fiftieth anniversary of retired Bishop Emile
was celebrated at St. Joseph parish, Phsar Tauch on
December 21, 2011.

Bishop Emile was born on August 15, 1953 in
France and was ordained on December 21, 1961.
In 1964, he was sent to Cambodia. On 14 April
2001, Bishop Emile succeeded Bishop. Ramousse
as the new Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh.

Bishop Emile was very grateful to serve the
community in Cambodia and he thanked all the
priests and Catholics who always collaborated and
gave him courage.

At the end of the Mass, people offered gifts and
flowers. At that time Bishop Olivier presented a
book of photos and messages from His Eminence
Cardinal Ivan Dias, Mgr. Louis Marie ling, the CELAC
President, all the Bishops in Cambodia, the Gener-
al Superior of M.E.P, and from the priests and com-
munities in Cambodia. Each message expressed
how gentle, welcoming, patient, out-going, hu-
morous, honest, and persistent Bishop Emile was.

In his message, Fr. Bob Piche, the director of St.
Jean Marie Vianney Major Seminary, noted that his
society used uses “retired missionary” rather than
“missionary retired.” Fr. Bob pointed out that the
latter expression means that everything is finished,
while the first expression means that the person is

retired, but is still a missionary.
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Banteay Prieb celebrated 20th anniver-
sary and closing 24th training Course

Banteay Prieb vocational training school joyfully
celebrated its 20th anniversary and also the closing of
the 24th training course in a ceremony with the pres-
ence of His Excellency Sem Sokha, the secretary of
Ministry of Social Affairs Veterans and Youth Rehabili-
tation and the representative of the sponsor Koika on
December20, 2011.

According to the report of Mr. Top Tith, director of
the center, the school was started in 2003 with 24 stu-
dents and focused on three skills: welding, mechanics,
and electricity. During the following 20 years, 24 train-
ing courses has been successfully provided, and 1380
students, including 305 female students, have com-
pleted training, and Banteay Prieb has increased the
skills offered to include agriculture, electronics, me-
chanics, sewing, sculpture, carpentry, welding, and
electricity. After students finish the courses at Banteay
Prieb, Jesuit Services Cambodia continues to support
them.

Mr. Chea Phal, one of the students, was grateful for
what he has received from Banteay Prieb. He said that
Banteay Prieb has provided job possibilities, well-be-
ing, knowledge, and hope. “We overcame discrimina-
tion”, said Mr. Chea.
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