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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our pastoral year has been inviting us
since last November to “BE WITH JESUS.”

Lent is a special time to reflect on our re-
lationship with Jesus and accept to sit down with
him, to pray, to listen to His Word and to open our
heart to His love.

1. Listen to Jesus:

- For the next five weeks, you will find the enclosed
document as a guide for a moment of Lectio Divina
for each of the five Sundays of Lent. | invite you to
take an hour each week to sit down in small groups
and offer ourselves the possibility of allowing the
Word of God to enter deeper into our hearts and
become Word to nourish our daily lives.

-Let us open the Gospel of Mark, Chapters 15 to
16 to live with Jesus His Passion, Death and Resur-
rection.

2. Sit with Jesus:

“I say to all: be carefull!” (Mark 13,37).

- Take the time to really pray in silence every day,
entrust to the Lord our sorrows and our joys. Pre-
pare a time for prayer, the Stations of the Cross in
every community, for a heart-to-heart dialogue
with Jesus.

- You are also invited to join the Chrism Mass on
March 28 at 6:30 am at St. Joseph’s Parish where
we will bless the Holy Oils and thank God for our
priests.

Dear brother and sister, | wish you a fruitful Lenten
season. We will pray for each other, especially for
our catechumens who are preparing themselves
for baptism on Easter night.

Let us be witnesses of the charity of God for ev-
eryone.

With my prayers and my blessing.

+OLIVIER
Your bishop
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Fr. Werachai Takes over Tonle
Mekong Pastoral Center

After ten years of service as priest in charge of
the Sihanoukville Pastoral Center, Fr. Werachai Sri
Pramong has been assigned to the Tonle Mekong
Pastoral Center. The joyful welcome program for
him presided by Bishop Olivier, was held on Febru-
ary 19, 2012 at St. Francis Xavier, Champa.

According to an official letter from the Bishop
issued in October last year, Champa Pastoral Cen-
ter has been divided in two: Tonle Bassac and Tonle
Mekong. The first pastoral center is under the care
of Fr. Levan Tin and the latter is under Fr. Wera-
chai’s guidance.

Fr. Werachai will be in charge of Tonle Me-
kong pastoral center for 6 years. He will take care
of 6 parishes: Champa, Roung Chak, Phlov Trey,
Somroung Thom, Kompong Chomlong, and Prek
Dach.

Bishop Olivier asked Fr. Werachai to have at
heart educational opportunities for children in his
area. Fr. Werachai belongs to Thai Foreign Mis-
sions. He came to Cambodia in 1993.

y 4 Pastoral center of Champa
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Fr. Un Son Takes Charge of Si-
hanoukville Pastoral Center

Fr. Un Son is now in charge of Sihanoukville Pas-
toral Centre. A grand official welcome ceremony
presided by Bishop Olivier was held for him at St.
Michael Parish on January 29, 2012.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier reminded the as-
sembly that priests have five main tasks. First is
to help people become holy. “Through the sacra-
ments that the priest celebrates every day such
as Holy Eucharist, reconciliation, and baptism the
faithful can be made holy,” said Bishop. Secondly,
priests have to educate Christians to be aware of

life, faith and their roles in the society or in the
Church. He added that there are different ways
@ to teach them such as through the homily, cat-
) echism, and other activities. Thirdly, priests have
to bring people together as one family. Fourthly,
priests must be witnesses of the mercy of Christ.
“We have to be with the poor, the hopeless, and
the disadvantaged. This can bring the presence
of God into the world,” the Bishop added. Finally,
i priests, necessarily, have to preach the Good News
i not just in the church, but they have to go further
to meet different people and show the love of God
to them. “As Catholics, we have all the right to talk
about the Love of God, but we don’t force people
into our faith,” he said.

Fr. Un Son is one of the Khmer priests ordained
' in recent years. He lived as a Buddhist monk for
i 6 years while he was in Thailand during the civil
| war in Cambodia. After that, he moved to Canada,
| then to France. He was ordained as Catholic priest
in 2002. He worked at St. Joseph (Phnom Penh)
Parish for 5 years. Then, he went to take over the
Kompot Pastoral Center from 2007 to 2011.
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a PIME priest in 2003. He came to Cambodia in
. L September 2007. He was in Phnom Penh for 2
Fr. Glanluca' The Lord Is years to do his Khmer studies, then he was sent to
Before Us; He will Lead Usin  kompot in 2009.

His Ways”

! Bishop Olivier installed Fr. Gianluca TAVOLA as
i priest in-charge of Kompot Pastoral Center for a
6-year mandate, starting January 1, 2012.

Fr. Gianluca will be responsible for 5 parishes:
I St. Augustine (Kompot City), St. Joseph ( Chumkiri),
St. Teresa ( Tropeang), St. Peter ( Preybros), St. Paul

( Koh Slar).
’ At the installation ceremony, presided by Bish-
op Olivier, many people from all five parishes and
Don Bosco Center in Kep, attended. Mr. Yit Thou,

]
|
@ Director of Cult and Religious Department of Kom-
- pot, was also presented at the ceremony. He was
very impressed and glad to join the program. He
admired the Catholic Church in Kompot for her
very good relations with all religious organizations.
He added that the Catholic Church is a good ex-

ample of building peace and justice. “The Catholic

i Church is the right choice for you to follow,” said
I Mr. Thou.

| Fr. Gianluca said that he hoped to be able to
i “walk together with Fr. Fernando, Salesian, and

with all people in Kompot-Kep to build together
the Kingdom of God, the big family of God where
we can find harmony and joy,” said Fr. Gianluca.

He also asked the people in each community not to

i be afraid to share their talents and life. “The Lord

I is before us; He will lead us in His ways. Let’s con-

, tinue to be open to the needs of all, especially the
poorest in our villages,” asked Fr. Gianluca.

Fr. Gianluca was born in Italy and was ordained
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St Paul Institute in Takeo Prov-
ince received French NGO «
Coup de Pouce » helping in
houses building.

Takeo Province has the pleasure to welcome
the French NGO “Coup de Pouce” (“Boost” in English)
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The NGO has already sent more than 6 mis-
sions in Takeo province since last year, which is also
working in different projects with Kampong Cham
diocese.

The groups of volunteers are composed of 13
members around, from 25 years old to 70 and
more!

The main objective is to contribute to construct
houses made of wood for the poorest people of
the province. The selection of the Khmer families
is quiet difficult, and also challenging, because
most of the people in the countryside need a new
house. So the responsible of Takeo Catholic com-
munity MrTIENG is asked to make contact with vil-
lage and district’s chief, in order to make fair judg-
ment regarding to the families’ real needs.

Last year the NGO help to build the new dormi-
tories for the student of St Paul Institute, and this
year they helped to build 4 new houses.

As the leader of the NGO, Ms.Poitou said: “It is

a real great opportunity for the volunteers to dis-
cover such a different culture, and going through
it, in order to avoid the language barrier.”

In fact the total change for the volunteers, the
poverty, the precariousness of life but one precious
think is common and unforgettable for all of them
“the Khmer smile”, as one 65 years old volunteer
emphasized: “In Paris no one smile in the street, if
you are lucky maybe once a week, here in Cambo-
dia, we learn again to take the time to be merry..”

When the houses are finished the groups used
to make short farewell parties for the children from
the neighborhood, generally 30 to 40 children join
it, but last time more than 150 where around! Ev-
eryone was in love!

Ms. Poitou, the leader to conclude: “Cambodia
is a breath of fresh air for the volunteers, in addi-
tion to being useful, they come back in France the
head full of memories.”
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Phnom Penh Vicariate Spends Bishop Olivier Schmitthausler concelebrated
] NIghtS Of Prayer fOI’ Vocations the three Masses with other priests during the

three days. Then a Eucharistic Adoratioon fol-

i . .
This year, 2012, the Vicariate of Phnom Penh lowed. People from different parishes, pastoral

has initiated prayer nights for vocation held on the
first Thursday of the month. Starting with the Holy
Mass, the prayer night begins at 6.00 PM on Thurs-
day and ends at 6.00 AM on Friday.

centers and youth hostels took turns in adoring the
Blessed Sacrament and animating the prayers ftill
the next day, at 6:00 AM.

Mr. Thon Socheat, a student from the Catho-
lic Church Student Centre who was present at the
three gatherings, said that “this is such an impor-
tant moment in each one’s life, to be able to pray
and reflect about one’s daily life. It’s very profit-
able for those who feel that they want to respond
to God'’s call because so many people are united as
one heart to pray for them.”

The first prayer vigil was held at St. Joseph
Church, Phsar Toick. The second one took place at
Child Jesus, Bueng Tumpun Parish, the third was
at the Major Seminary St. Jean Marrie Vianey, and @

the fouth was at Kirivong, Takeo.
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Religious Congregation Celebrate
16th Day of Consecrated Life

Almost all brothers and sisters who are serving
in Cambodia came to a gathering on February 2,
2012 at St. Joseph Phsar Touch for the XVIth Day
for Consecrated Life which was established by
Pope John Paul Il in 1984.

Bishop Olivier, Mgr. Antony, Fr. Totet (Vicar Del-
egate of Mgr. Kike), and Fr. Gabriel, superior of the
Society of Jesus in Cambodia, were also present at
the meeting.

Bishop Olivier said that there were 38 Men-
Women Religious congregations now working in
Cambodia. He stressed that even though these
congregations had different kinds of (charismatic)
work, they were all vital as a light for the church
and society. “Brothers and sisters are the door
keepers who welcome those who are hopeless
and abandoned and lead them to receive joys from
God in their lives,” said the Bishop.

Sister Luise Ahrens, a Maryknoll Sister, helped
with a reflection-talk on “spirituality”. She also ex-
plained about the vows: Celibacy/Chastity, Pover-
ty, and Obedience. She pointed out that in the pre-
vious time celibacy had three orientations. First, it
was about ascetical detachment so that one could
be devoted to prayer and the affairs of God. Sec-
ond, celibacy was moral perfection through pen-
ance, sacrifice and self-control. Finally, celibacy
was sublimation, redirecting one’s sexual energy
to enhance the potential for other forms of human
and spiritual growth. She explained that these
were negative ways and were rooted in the patri-
archal structures of the early church.

“Religious Life became a sort of shallow grave,
in which isolated women and men became dis-
embodied, neutered, cold people,” said Sr. Luise.
“Celibacy is not about loving, but rather learning
how to love well, grandly, to love passionately
those who might seem to be unlovable. Even more
than this, celibacy enables religious to love freely
so that what they love, they can set free, not bind-
ing people to themselves,” explained Sr. Luise. She
added that when we love freely, we are free to love
many people at once, bringing them into the net-
work of friendship, strengthening each one, saving
us from the disaster of selfishness and the need
to control, to own, to absorb another. “Emotions
are crucial to life and human development: if one
doesn’t love, one cannot know joy; if one does not
feel pain, happiness is never a rich and full experi-
ence,” said Sr. Luise.

Sr. Sany, a Sister of Providence, said that she
was very impressed to have a chance to meet all
her brothers and sisters in the consecrated life. She
added that this meeting was very essential as she is
a new sister and it was a very special time to learn
from the experiences of others. “The presence of
a brother or sister in the community is significant
because he or she can inspire and be a witness of
Love to the people,” said Sr. Sany.

O |
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87 Candidates from Phnom
Penh Vicar Will be Baptized in
Easter Day

Rite of Election in Phsar Tauch on February,
Sunday 26 is a great celebration in Phnom Penh
Vicar. There are 87 candidates from different par-
ishes made their Second step towards the Baptism.

This is one of the great gift for the church. Bish-
op Olivier asked each candidate to prepare oneself
during these forty days, Lent to seek and walk in
the path of God.

Ms. Kun Kanha said that she was very excited
and very proud to be a Catholic. “ To be a Catholic
means my life got changed ,” said Ms. Kanha.
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Thai Missionary Society

Thai Missionary Society is an organization of
secular priests dedicated to missionary works in
foreign land. It was found in 1990 by a group of
Bishops.

So far, there are 20 are working in three differ-
ent countries: Cambodia, and Loas and Thailand. In
Thailand, they are working with ethnic group who
live on moutain, or even far from town or city.

Fr. Wirachai, a person in charge, said that the
missionary has objectives of proclaiming the Good
news of Jesus among non-Christian people and
sustain new community.

Thai Missionary Society arrived in Cambodia
in 1993 when Fr. Wirachai came. At present, there
are five priests and 8 associate sisters are woking
in Cambodia; two sisters in Kompong Cham pre-
fecture, two in Phnom Penh, and four in Kompong
Thom.
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