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The Spirit is our life: Spirit of
Truth, the Advocate

The Holy Spirit is not a simple way of communica-
tion; the Holy Spirit is God who personally comes to
live in us, in everyone’s life!

The Holy Spirit is not some wave or an optical fi-
ber, the Holy Spirit is the living God who enlightens
and leads our life!

The Holy Spirit is not a facebook or twitter, the
Spirit is the voice crying in us, “Father”! And allows us
to establish a unique relationship with God who cre-
ated me and loves me!

God didn’t give birth to me once on the day of my
baptism. God did not fill my heart with His love to cre-
ate me in His image and likeness once, on the day of
my conception.

God renews me every day. God deposits His love
in my heart every day.

This is the great mystery of our life. My life is an
ongoing creation. | am not programmed to do this or
that. God has created me free. And with him, every
morning, | begin a new day and | build my life with

Him.

+ OLIVIER SCHMITTHAEUSLER
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Construction of New Kinder-
garten in Chomkiri Completed

The construction of the kindergarten in Chom-
kiri, Kompot Province, has just been completed
and its inauguration is expected soon. According
to Fr. Gianluca Tavola, priest in charge of the Kom-
pot Pastoral Center, the school was built from the
support of a group of Singapore youth, of some
Catholics in Italy and one NGO in Cambodia. It is
120 meters wide and has two classrooms and one
big meeting room. He added that this building
won’t be used only by the kindergarten, but it will
also be used for youth gatherings and scout meet-
ings. About 100-150 kids come for the scout pro-

gram and are given nutritious food every Sunday.

Photo: Fr.Gianluca
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St. Paul Institute Promotes for
its Programs

Students from different high schools in Takeo
were invited for the sport contest and English de-
bate at St. Paul’s Institute last May 9, 2012. There
were three categories in the sport competition:
bowling, volleyball, and football. In the evening,
there was a well-attended concert which featured
two famous singers -- Mr. Chhay Virakyuth and Ms.
Iva.

Mr. Seang Leng, Vice Director of the school,
said this program was held to promote the Insti-
tute and its programs for the new academic year
and to build a firm relationship with other schools
in the area. He added that St. Paul would be a good
choice for those who would finish high school this
year. “St. Paul aims to provide good-quality edu-
cation,” said Mr. Seng Leng. “First, the program is

BRAOVBESHEMOTMIHS

Pastoral center of Takeo

full time. Secondly, there are many professors with
high professional and pedagogical experience.
Thirdly, there are many extra programs such com-
puter, English, music and agriculture to improve
knowledge. Fourthly, the school has practicum
program and it is equipped with computer and
internet to facilitate research. The school also has
its own farm for the student to observe. Moreover,
there is a huge library with hundreds of bookson
various subjects. Fifth, there is free transportation
service for poor students. Finally, the school has
dormitories which welcome poor students to stay
during their study at St. Paul.

Mr. Tuy Chanton, a student from Ong Roneab
High school, was very glad that he could study at
St. Paul. “l am sure that | will choose St. Paul even if
| couldn’t get a scholarship. It’s near my home and
I'll spend less money, but what is more important
is that | can get a good education there,” he said.

In the academic year 2012-2013, students can
study the following Bachelor’s Degree programs
at SPI: Information Technology, Tourism Manage-
ment, English Literature, and Agronomy.

Photo: Sothearith
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Sihanoukville Youth Come for Second
Workshop

Youth from different parishes in Sihanoukville,
came for the second workshop organized by the
Pastoral Youth-Children office at St. Michael Parish
last May 19-20, 2012.

This second workshop in 2012 of the pastoral
year “Be with Jesus”, had the theme “Epiphany”.
Mr. Chitra, one of Youth office staff, explained the
mission of Jesus in the world: Jesus came to this
world to give love, proclaim the Kingdom of God,
and save us. Mr. Phon Sophal, said that Jesus had
a close relationship with his disciples and shared
all His plans with them. He added that Jesus left
a very special mission to each one of His disciples
to continue His work—to proclaim the Kingdom of
God to all nations. “Jesus also wants us to do the
said Mr. Sophal.

Ms. Ouk Sopove said that she was very pleased
with the mission of Jesus. She added that through
Jesus she got friendship and love. “Jesus inspires

same,”

me to be a good person as well as a good Catho-
lic so that | can be more patient, helpful, loveable
especially to the poor and disadvantaged people,”
said Ms. Sopove.
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Bishop Olivier administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 13 candidates at Boeng Tumpun

Parish on May 27, 2012. Below are the testimonies of two candidates:
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Champa Youth Make Money
by Selling Products

About 10 youth in Champa Parish have been
regularly meeting to make some products such as
perfume, balm and souvenirs. Ms. NGUYEN Thy
Tuyen said that so far they have made 410,000 ri-
els by selling these products. She added that they
have spent some of the money to buy things for
older people whom they visit.

Ms. Thida said that this is indeed a very good
way of building good relations and solidarity
among the youth. “Besides, we want to help some
old ladies who have no son or daughter nearby;
their lives seem very hard,” said Thida. The other
youth also have the same feeling and they want
to say “thank you” to Fr. Werachai who initiated
the idea.

Ms. Kim Lyly
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Mini-Tornado in Svay Pak

On Saturday afternoon, 5th May 2012, a mini
tornado hit Svay Pak. The tornado destroyed the
roof of the school and many tiles were blown away.
The rooms of the school and many houses were
also flooded because of the strong rain.

Sister Agnes Supattra Sophan, in charge of
youth catechism in Svay Pak, was just coming back
with the youth from the Taing Kok Mass in memory
of Bishop Salas and his companions when the tor-
nado occurred. Sr. Supattra found her room and
the computer room badly damaged by the torna-
do; half of the computers were broken.

With the help of the youth, the sister man-
aged to save some computers and they put plastic
sheets to protect them from the rain. Then fol-
lowed the arduous task of cleaning the floor.

Now it is time for reconstruction and the work-
ers are repairing the roof with the help of the com-
munity of Svay Pak and the valuable support of Ms.
Mr. Rafael

fiin

Lieke Coenegrachts.
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Cambodian Church Celebrates
Feast of Martyrs at Tangkok

About 1000 Catholics came together at Tang-
kok, in Kompong Thom Province to celebrate the
feast of Cambodian martyrs last May 5, 2012.

Bishop Olivier said that this feast leads us to an
understanding of what it means to serve God and
Church. “Even if the martyrs of Cambodia have not
yet been officially proclaimed, Pope John Paul Il
engaged (what do you mean here?) the Cambodi-
an Church to remember the faithful who chose to
die rather than give up their faith during the cruel
period of the Khmer Rouge,” said Bishop Olivier. He
added that many Catholics have died, but the faith
will never be lost.

The committee of inquiry for the beatification
of the martyrs of Cambodia is working to find out if
other Catholics who died during the civil war could
also be numbered among the Cambodian martyrs.

Mrs. Sokhorn
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Fr. Un Son: “ Vocation is from Faith”

Many of the youth from the Emmauel and
Samuel groups gathered together during Vocation
Day at Phsar Tauch and Boeng Tumpun held last
April 28-29, 2012.

Fr. Un Son, in charge of the Vocation ministry,
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said that this is the 49th anniversary of Vocation
Day which was established by Pope John Paul Il
He explained that the calling is from God, to each
one of us.
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Ms. Ing Thearann from Chomkiri parish, Kompot, said, “l was very excited

! to join this special occasion. Recently, I've felt that | want to be a religious, but

2 'm not sure if I'll have this feeling to the end. Religious life, for me, seems very
ﬁm) f-iﬁ NS HAR

calm and joyful. The Vocation Day inspired me to go ahead with the help of other
anjtnnasa,’m)

brothers and sisters, and most of all, God”.
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Mr. Khoeurn, a member of the Michael group, said “I was very interested in

N a5 [11578 h this occasion. It’s a good opportunity to understand about different congrega-

= @ tions and find out the way you are being called to join a certain group. To me, |
rUEﬁﬁﬁ[S[JﬁH . Ve . .
- f ! feel that | want to be a missionary. | don’t just want to work in my own land; it
B will be nice if | can proclaim the Good News in a foreign land”.
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Salesian Family Celebrates
Feast of Mary, Our Help

The Salesian family in Phnom Penh celebrated
the feast of Mary, Our Help (Maria Ausiliatrice) last
May 25, 2012 at the Don Bosco Technical School in
Phnom Penh Thmey. They were joined in the cel-
ebration by His Excellency Bishop Olivier and some
priests, religious brothers and sisters, lay mission-
aries and volunteers and devotees of Mary com-
ing from different parishes. The celebration began
at 5:30 pm with a Rosary procession in the school
compound. This was followed by a Powerpoint
presentation on the “Salesian Sisters in Cambodia”
since it is the 20th anniversary of the Sisters’ mis-
sion here, and their Congregation’s 140th presence
in the whole world. The Institute of the Daughters
of Mary, Help of Christians (better known as the
Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco) was founded by St.
John Bosco and St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello in
Italy on the 5th August, 1872..

Traditionally, the Salesians celebrate the feast
of Mary our Help worldwide on May 24th as they
are specially devoted to Mother Mary.

®
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Orientation Workshop for Cath-
olic Kindergarten Teachers at
Tonle Bassac Parish

About 6 teachers from different kindergartens
in Tonle Bassac pastoral center came for an orien-
tation work shop, led by Mrs. Nguy Kimchandavy,
vice director of the Kindergarten Pedagogy School
in Phnom Penh.

Ms. Mao Niroth said that the workshop
focused on the strengthening of the teacher’s
lesson plan and class decoration. “Objectively, to
inspire teachers to put more efforts on their work
and educate children to have a bright future.”

Ms. Mao Thida from Koh Tiev said that this
is a very significant program for her even if she
has been working for four years as a kindergarten
teacher. She added that the hard task in teaching
is to organize the lesson plan. “The lesson plan is
what is really needed,” said Ms. Thida.

Ms. Vann Lylin from Sompan parish said
that decorating the classroom to attract the kids’
attention is very important because they love to
play at the same time as they are studying in the
class. “ If the class is attractive, kids might want to
stay longer,” said Lylin.

Ms. Poth
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the Feast of St. Martina

The Sisters of Providence (of Portieux) cel-
ebrated the feast of St. Jean Martin Moye, the
founder of their congregation, last May 15, 2012
at Boeng Tumpun, Phnom Penh.

Sr. Anges, in charge of the Providence Sisters in
Phnom Penh, said: “We come here today to thank
God who has given St. Jean Martin Moye to be the
founder of the group so that there are many Sis-
ters who have devoted their life to the work of the
Church these days in the world and even in Cam-
bodia.” She added that there are 15 sisters who
are working in Cambodia and four novices are pre-
paring themselves to become Providence Sisters.

Mgr. Anthony said that “we sometimes could
see Providence in happy times, but Divine Provi-
dence works in us even more when we are in a
difficult situation”.
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Miss Chin Sopheap, a former student who stayed at the hostel of the Provi-

dence Sisters, said: “l am proud of what the Providence Sisters are doing these days in Cambodia. They

are playing a very vital role in the Church as well as in Cambodian society. Many of them are involved

with the center for the deaf and some of them are helping the poor, the sick and the local Church”.
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