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Dear Brother Priests,

Today, we celebrate the Feast of Blessed John
Paul Il, and my prayers from Rome are joined with
all of yours.

The Synod of Bishops is a beautiful experience
of collegiality and encounters. Now | have a better
understanding of the experiences of the church in
the Middle East through the poignant testimony of
their pastors.

The theme of the New Evangelization is vast,
but it is an opportunity to convert us again to be
enthusiasticwitnesses of our faith and of the char-
ity of Christ.

The Holy Father participates in most of our
meetings and Providence willed that | speak in the
general meeting in the presence of the Holy Father
on the day of the death of King Sihanouk. For five
minutes the Church of the whole World was united
with Cambodia and Loas.

The opening of the Year of Faith, with the cel-
ebration of the 50th anniversary of Vatican Il, was
a wonderful time. Bishop Ramousse joined me on
this special day with 11 other council fathers!

Then yesterday we attended the canonization
of 7 new saints, models for evangelists!

| am happy to meet many superiors of religious
congregations and those responsible for groups
working in Cambodia.All of them greet you and as-
sure you of their prayers.

In my brief speech, | talked of my wishes forthe
Church as a sign of the Charity of Christ, simple and
welcoming, prayerful and joyful.

Now in Cambodia, we have the opportunity to
relive the experience of the early Christian com-
munities. This Year of Faith, that we have just
opened, can be a year of fire for our Church.

God bless you and keep you in his peace,

Bishop Olivier.
Your bishop
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Sister Fil Ended Her Mission in
Cambodia

Sister Fil, a member of the Dominican congre-
gation who worked in Cambodia more than seven
years is now serving in her new mission in Vietnam.

On October 7 the pastoral center was pleased
to celebrate with Sister Fila mass ofthanksgiving
for her great contribution to the growth of the
church. SisterFilspoke of her memories of Cambo-
dia as a warm country and of God'’s gift that placed
her here. She was involved in different activities
with the poor in almost all the communities of the
Sihanouk pastoral center. In all those experiences,
SisterFil found the grace and love of God and felt
that she was part of God’s plan.

“I'am sad to leave all the beloved people whom
| have met during my mission, but what | need to
do now is to do God’s will. That, | believe, will give
me the happiness of God,” said Sr. Fil.

Ms . Chanthy
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Bishop Olivier attends Bon Ka-

then in Takeo

Bishop Olivier joined the Bon Kathen, a Bud-
dhist festival in Cambodia, at Wat AngMontry in
Takeo on November 2.

He had a warm welcome from the Buddhists
and the monks . Bishop Olivier was very pleased
to join the program. He said there is great signifi-
cance and value when we come together with dif-
ferent perspectives on religion and create a con-
crete peace in which all people can live in truth and
dignity. “Together we build the world with peace
and harmony,” said Bishop Olivier.

Mr. Nob Poeung, the chief of the committee
of Wat AngMontry, said all the people joyfully
welcome such a peaceful collaboration with the
Catholics. He added that we have to work harder
to create peace and truth in the world. “I find a lot
of qualities in the real practices of Christians,” said

Mr. Poeung.
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H.E Im Sithy presides at the in-
auguration of New Academic
Year and Sports Ground at St.

Paul Institute

The new ecademic year and a new sports
ground were offically inaugurated by H. E. Im Sithy,
theMinister of Education and Sports, on November
8 at Takeo province.

On that occasion, H. E. Im Sithy delivered cer-
tificates to 68 second and third Sub Bachelor de-
gree candidates and to another 160 foundation
year candidates.

Bishop Olivier, the founder and Director of the
school, said St. Paul has been purposely estab-
lished in order to create paths forthe students to
find truth in their lives and society, so that they can
live in a harmonious world. He added that St. Paul
now is officially recognized by the Catholic Univer-
sities in South East Asia. “We are also going to add
two other majors,social work and nursing,” said
Bishop Olivier.

H.E Im Sithy said St. Paul is a part of human re-
source development in Cambodia. “We work hard
together to respond to the needs of our youth,”
he added.

Pastoral center of Takeo

®
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Pastoral center of Tonle Mekong
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus Move-
ment Funds A road for Champa
community

A road 93 meters long and 4 meters wide was
built by the Sacred Heart of Jesus Movement and
was inaugurated by Bishop Olivier on November 2.

Fr. Wirachai, the priest in charge of the Tonle
Mekong pastoral center based at Champa, said
that theroad was partly funded by the Sacred
Heart of Jesus group and partly by the people in
the village.

Bishop Olivier gave thanks to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus Movement for their good work for the
growth of the church. The Bishop also pointed out
that they are to be a light that can lead others to
know Jesus as they continue the mission of the
early disciples.

Mr. Vang, a member of Sacred Heart of Jesus,
said that the church needs different kinds of peo-

ple who have variety of talents to evangelize and
protect the faith.
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Pastoral center of Tonle Mekong

Houses are affected by small
Storm in Champa community

Four houses were totally destroyed, another
26 had their roofs torn off, and several boats were
sunk by a storm which happened around 4:30 PM
on November 11 in theChampa community.

Ms. Lyly reported that the small storm ap-
peared on Monday at about 4:30 with strong winds
and heavy rain. She said the storm lasted about 15

minutes, butfortunately, no one was injured.

Ms. Lyly
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PhsarTauch Community Deliv-
ers aid to Poor Family during
Pchum Ben

50 families received aid organized and distrib-
uted by the PhsarTauch church on the occasion of
Pchum Ben.

Mr. Thai Panha, a charity committee leader,
said the church has been organizing two programs
a year for poor families. “We first organized during
Khmer New Year and then a second time during
Pchum Ben,” said Mr. Panha. He added that the
aid came from the people and other donors. “The
number of families we can help is determined by
the amount of giftsgiven by Christians and donors.
When we have more sponsors, we can find more
families,” said Mr. Panha. Each family received rice,
sauce, and sugar The church also has a program to
provide scholarships to students who study in high

school or university.
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Boeung Tumpun Church wel-
comes Bishop for Recollection
During Advent

Many people in Boeung Tumpun warmly wel-

comed Bishop Olivier who led a recollection for the
Advent season on November 4.

The aim of the recollection is to help every
Christian know the church and our faith clearly.
Bishop Olivier said that the church can be de-
scribed as a sacrament of Jesus Christ. “She [the
church] was created by Jesus. Therefore she can
lead her people to meet God,” said Bishop Olivier.

Mr. Thong Than, a catechist at Boeung Tum-
pun, said he was very impressed by the talk of the
bishop. He added that we should be close to the
church because she is a sign of love and welcomes
all kinds of persons into her family.

During Advent, Bishop Olivier plans to visit and
lead recollections forall the seven pastoral centers.
This is an important journey to help each place
have a better understanding of Jesus and the
church.
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The Cambodian Church Cel-
ebrate the Opening of the Year
of Faith

Hundreds of people joined the opening of the Year
of Faith at St. Joseph PhsarTauch on November 9,
presided over by Bishop Olivier, bishop of Phnom
Penh Vicariate, and Bishop Antony, bishop of Kam-
pong Cham Prefecture.

Bishop Olivier said that since Pope John Paul XXIlI,
the church has created different kinds of Years to
help Christians to reflect about their personal faith
and growth in God’s life. And the Year of Faith will
help the church to find and develop new ways to
evangelize the world. For this Year of Faith, we fol-
low the gospel of St. Luke.

Mrs. ChomChany, from SenSok community, said
the church always encourages us. “l am happy that

we have this purpose for our church,” said Mrs.

Chany.
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St. Justin School of Faith Opens

the second year
The first group of students at the St. Justin

School of Faith has successfully finished the first
year of studies in which they took an historic study
tour in three neighboring countries.

Mr. PhonSophal, the executive director, said
that students in the second year need to study
6 subjects: Theology, Ethics, Spirituality, Bible,
Church history, and Philosophy. He added that at
the end of the academic year, the school is plan-
ning to have a study tour to Jerusalem, Israel.

Mr. ThimSitim, a student who now works with
CCCC, said St. Justin is a way which allowedhim to
understand his faith more deeply. “I am sure that
faith certainly relates to the understanding of what
we believe,” said Mr. Sithim. He added that school
has given him a great chance to see the world
especially through the study tour that he took in
Vietnam. “We experience and understand what
they are doing there, especially the way they relate
their life with the church,” Mr. Sithim said.

After the first group of students is finished, the
school is going to welcome new students for the
second group.
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BRANESHEMORIENENT

Pastoral Center of Tonle Bassac
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Nyroth
St. Teresa of Jesus
group at TonleBassac

The St. Teresa of Jesus group has
been formed by groups of small
children in every community of the
TonleBassac pastoral center after
a visit and encouragement from
Bishop Olivier.

Fr. Levan Tin, the priest in charge
of the TonleBassac pastoral center, based at Chrey
Thom community, said there are about 150 chil-
dren who come together and formed a group
called “Teresa of Jesus”. “ This group is purposely
created to teach those children to how to pray,
read the bible, be a good child in the family, at-
tend catechism classes, help with light work in the
church, and grow up with a strong sense of self re-
sponsibility,” said Fr. Tin.

Among those 150 children, there are 40 from
Chrey Thom community, 20 from KohTiev, 20 from
Sampan, 22 from Saang, 24 from ToulKrasang, 25

from Boeung Chhouk.
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