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BRARSESHEMATOS
Pastoral center of Kompot

New Kindergarten Inaugurated
at Chumkiri

A kindergarten building with two classrooms and
one big meeting room was officially inaugurated at
Chumkiri community, Kompot province recently.
The building measures 120 meters wide.

Bishop Olivier of the Vicariate of Phnom Penh said
that the Catholic Church in Cambodia has been
working very hard to provide educational opportu-
nities to the young generation of today. “We give
all the children the same chances and possibilities
no matter where and which family background
they come from; we simply care that much about
their future and we only want them to have the
opportunity to receive good education,” the Bish-
op added.

According to Fr. Gianluca Tavola, priest in charge of
the Kompot Pastoral Center, the school was built
from the support of a group of Singapore youth, of
some Catholics in Italy and one NGO in Cambodia.
About 100-150 kids come for the scout program
and are given nutritious food every Sunday.
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Second Marian Statue Found in
Mekong River

A second statue of Mary was found in the Mekong
River by a Buddhist family living at Arrey Ksat,
along the Mekong River.

Mr. Phang Vang Hou, the discoverer of the statue,
narrated that what happened was truly a miracle.
On November 19, 2012 he dreamt that a person
was calling him for help. The person wanted to be
lifted up out of the water as he was very cold. In
the morning, Mr. Phang told everybody in the vil-
lage about his dream but nobody seemed to be-
lieve him or take interest in the dream. In that
morning at about 7 am, he and his two sons went
to look for it in the water. After several minutes,
they found the statue which was so heavy that the
three of them couldn’t lift it up. So they rushed to
rent a machine and they succeeded.

This the second Mary statue which has been found

in the Mekong River.
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Bishop Explains “*Year of Faith”
to Parishioners in Champa

During the Advent season, Bishop Olivier took his
significant journey to each pastoral center to give a
talk about the Year of Faith. The Catholics in Cham-
pa parish welcomed him for a short recollection
last December 8, 2012.

On this special occasion, the Bishop stressed the
importance of the Year of Faith. He pointed out
that the Cambodian Church is slowly growing in
depth. He added that catechists play a very vital
role in proclaiming and bringing more people to
God. To do this difficult task, the Bishop recom-

mended us to share our lives with the poor, be
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Pastoral center of Takeo
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204 Children from Teresa Group
Attend Recollection and Make

Vows

About 204 kids from the “Teresa Group” gathered
together for their retreat and make their vows at
Chrey Thom Pastoral Center November 24, 2012.
On that day, Bishop Olivier introduced St. Teresa
of the Child Jesus to the children, beginning from
her early life until her death. He pointed out some
virtues and examples which would be useful to
help guide those kids. The Teresa group will have
regular prayers for the week: Monday is for older
people, Tuesday is for families, Wednesday is for
praying with St. Joseph for Catholic families, Thurs-
day is for the Pope, Bishops and those who devote
their lives for the Church, Friday for the people
who haven’t yet found Jesus in their lives and for
those who are away from God, Saturday is for their
group, “Teresa” to be the way which can lead them
to Jesus.
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62 Catholics Receive Confir-
mation at Tonle Basac Pastoral
Center

A total of 62 persons in Tonle Basac Pastoral Cen-
ter received the sacrament of Confirmation last
November 24, 2012 at Chrey Thom Parish.

Bishop Olivier advised them and the whole assem-
bly that in this Year of Faith, and since they were
Catholics, they must always be united and recon-
ciled in order to bring the light of God to the world.
“The Church has a great mission to proclaim the
Good News to others,” said the Bishop. He also re-
minded them of our responsibility to serve others
and be God’s witnesses.

“The Holy Spirit, | believe, will fill us with courage,
grant us gifts and talents in order to promote jus-
tice and peace in our world,” said Bishop Olivier.
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Boueng Tumpun Parishioners Pay
Respect to Late King Norodom
Sihanouk

About 23 representatives from Boueng Tumpun
Church and dozen from St. Joseph parish went to
the Royal Palace to pay respect to the late King
Norodom Sihanouk last December 30, 2012.

Mr. Thong Than, a member of the delegation, said:
“As Cambodian Catholics, we were given this spe-
cial time to express our grief for the loss of a great
King. This also showed our solidarity, as a minority
church, with the whole nation; we are not apart
and we are not alone.” He added that all the par-
ticipants had a very short time to pray for the King
whom they believe is now resting in peace with
God.
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Prince Norodom Ravichak
Visits Peace Center

Prince Norodom Ravichak, a son of Prince Noro-
dom Chakrapong, paid a remarkable visit to the
Peace Center in Takeo Province last December 6,

2012.

This significant visit of the Prince was responded

by a warm welcome by Bishop Olivier and the
many Cambodian families present.

Bishop Olivier said that this was a very special op-
portunity which could bring us together as a com-
munity and share God’s love and blessings. “The
Peace Center has moved and transformed many
lives, especially of the people who stay there. It
has brought hope to them,” said the Bishop .

The Peace Center is a place which was purposely
created for the HIV/AIDS patients. Under the care
of the Catholic Church, it provides an opportunity
for the patients to develop themselves and find
dignity in life, so that they can live in hope. At pres-
ent, there are nine families there with more than
40 members.
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Young Workers’ Festival: Health
for the Future

The Labor Pastoral Committee organized a pro-

gram called “Young Workers’ Festival: Health for
the Future” which was attended by about 200
young workers coming from different factories in
the country. The festival was held on December 16,
2012 at Don Bosco Technical School.

Mr. Yann DEFOND, in charge of the committee, said
that this event was held in order to give the work-
ers a chance to promote their social, mental and
emotional life and be more aware of their own dig-
nity. “Health is a treasure that we need to care for;
it’s the most valuable gift in life,” said Mr. Yann.
He added that there are many challenges which
could affect the worker’s health, such as working
conditions, overtime, working place and compen-
sation. To help those workers who have problems
with health, he cooperates with Clair Amitie Fam-
ily Cambodia Center which provides care to some
female workers.

Bishop Olivier gave an inspiring talk to encourage
and to make those young workers feel that their
lives are more important than anything else. “Ev-
eryone should be treated justly,” the Bishop added.
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