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Phnom Penh, February 14, 2013

Most Holy Father,

Warm Greetings from the Church of Cambodia!

The announcement of your decision to resign from your Petrine ministry makes all of us sorry,
since we feel you so close to us. The last video message that you recorded in your Pontificate has been
for our little Church in Cambodia!

When we received it early January, we were very moved and today our emotion is even stronger!

Holy Father, thank you for these great years of your pontificate which has led us on the path of
Faith, Charity and Truth.

With our 35 young Cambodians who attended WYD in Madrid, we remember those moments of
silence in front of the Blessed Sacrament when we were all together with you, the Successor of Peter, in
a communion of prayer, with hearts so intensely turned to Christ.

With the Christian communities of Cambodia, we remember the Year of Saint Paul, the Year

@ of Priests and now this Year of Faith, which has stimulated and strengthened us in our faith. @

The ad limina visit of the pastors from Cambodia and Laos in 2007, your teachings so bright and
heart-warming, your special mention of Cambodia during the last Synod of Bishops, and finally this
beautiful message that you have sent us, fill us with joy and peace.

Your last message of Lent reminds us that the proclamation of the Good News is the supreme act
of charity. Holy Father, Christ-centered, as you have invited us so many times, we will continue to
persevere in our faith and in proclaiming the Good News.

We give thanks for your ministry of communion on the See of Peter, we continue to pray for you.

You implored Our Lady of the Mekong in your video message for us; today it is the whole Church
of Cambodia -- one heart and one soul -- entrusting you to the maternal protection of Our Lady of the
Mekong and the intercession of our future Martyrs!

We pray for the Church and for your successor.

Holy Father, bless us and bless the 300 adults who will be baptized on Easter night!

On behalf of the Ordinary and Catholic communities in Cambodia,

+ Olivier Schmitthaeusler
Vicar Apostolic of Phnom Penh
CAMBODIA
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Saint Psar Touch Parish give
symbols for catholics

80 Catholics with older people and youths re-
ceived the symbol from the church on February 26,
2013 at Saint Psar Touch Church under preceded
over by Fr. Bruno, the priest in charge of Psar Touch
Church.

Fr. Bruno said that today we met together to
get more energy for God as we have done every
year. And in short time, God will give more energy
and power to stay with God and know the heart of
God through church and our symbol.

“every year church in Psar Touch always give a
symbol to elderly people and good health people
to pray, to receive a symbol from church and to
have meal together too” fr. Bruno added.
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Pastoral center of Tonle Mekong
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Champa Church celebrate Vietnams

New Year

300 Catholics in Champa Church located in Duem
Empel village, Kbal Kor commune, Kien Svay district
in Phnom Penh diocese celebrated Chinese and Viet-
nams New Year to get bless and happiness in family
from God on February 10, 2013, presided over by
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler the bishop of apos-
tolic vicar of phnom penh diocese and other priests.

Ms. Kim Lili, a catholic Vietnam said, “on February
9 at 12 am, Vietnams Catholics prepare a mass to wel-
come new year and walked around Champa Church
with Jesus cross.”

“In the morning of February 10, we also have a
mass to thank God as well dancing to welcome Bish-
op Olivier Schmittaeusler,” she continued, “the first
day of Vietnam New Year is very important day be-
cause Vietnamese don’t need to do anything and also
need to stay at home; for example cleaning house
is banned due to the time for happiness and meet-
ing together in family to pray, eat food together and

make wish to parents, priests and neighbors.”
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10th anniversary
of Saint Francois High School

Saint Francois High School celebrated its 10th
anniversary that was presided by Bishops from
three dioceses, H.E Ly Somony a secretary of min-
istry of education, youth and sport and with 1000
people on February 28, 2013.

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler, a bishop of ap-
ostolic vicar of PhnomPenh said, “today we are
happy so much after 10 years of many good output
of Saint Francois High school.”

“our efforts show that students are wealth of
the school by helping them to develop them selft
as knowlegeable person and as honest people.
teachers take an important role to this task.”

Bishop assured that our students for the last
following years are passed 100% of Bac Il.

Saint Francoi High School was built in 2003
which is now there are three lessons to learn from
grade 7 till grade 12 such as secretary, agriculture
and silk lesson. The school have its partners from

Janpan, Singapore and France.
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Pastoral center of Kompot
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24 candidates receive first step

Pastoral Center of Kompot prepared a retreat and
a first step for 24 candidates which was presided over
by Father Luka and father Ferernando which joined
by many Catholics on February 24, 2013.

Base on the information from local catechist
teacher said that these candidates tried hard to un-
derstand about the Gospel and joined prayer with
church for several years. Their belief and love are
strong enough.

He added that among these 24 candidate, there
are 17 from Saint Joseph Church (Chum Kiri), 4 from
Saint Paul Chruch (Koh Sla) and 3 candidates are from
Augustine church (Kompot).”

this pastoral will have 16 adults to get baptize on

Easter day.
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Youth Help Church through
Learning to Understand Self

About 70 Catholic youth from the Mekong and
Bassac pastoral centers joined in a seminar with the
theme “We are Priests”. It was held last January 23-
24, 2013 at Samrong Thom Parish and was led by the
Youth and Children’s Pastoral Office.

Mr. Phon Sophal, Director of the Youth and Chil-
dren’s Office said, “The purpose of conducting this
seminar is to help youth understand their duty by sac-
rificing, serving and being a pastor in the Church dur-
ing this Year of Faith.”

Ms. Sam Thida, an 18-years-old youth from Cham-
pa parish, said that she learned a lot from the semi-
nar; it enlightened her to understand better her duty
in the Church and to love the Church and every person
“Especially to communicate with God in prayer”, she
added.

Mr. Sang, 19 years-old from Samrong Thom parish
said it was the first time for him to participate in this
kind of seminar. He learned a lot from it and it enlight-
ened him to love Jesus Christ and to serve the Church.
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8 Youths Admitted to
Step” in Sihanouk Parish

Eight young people were admitted to the first
baptismal step at the Sihanoukville Pastoral Cen-
ter last January 25, 2013 after they had attended
catechism classes for a few years under Sisters and
the parish priest.

Meanwhile, Ms. Meng Siek Liv a student from
Don Bosco at Sihanuvile said, “I have prepared my-
self for five years before | got into the first step of
baptism in our Church” “l am so happy because the
Church welcomes me as a member, and we are all
united with God,” she added. “I will continue to
learn more in order to be baptized soon as a Catho-
lic” she said.

Hout Nam, a youth from Koh Kachorng commu-
nity, said that he knew the Catholic Church since
2005. He gradually wanted to know and walk with
Jesus and share with others the love that he has
received from God.
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Blessing of Altar and Bells

Saint Mary of the Smile Parish had it blessed by
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicar of Phnom Penh on last February 23, 2012. In
addition, two new bells were also blessed by the
Bishop, in the presence of the parishioners and in-
vited guests from the Takeo Province’s Office of the
Ministry of Cults and Religion.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler said, “We are
happy to bless the altar and bells named “St. The-
resa” and “St. Mary”. The design of this Church is
patterned after Khmer architecture to show the
beginnings of the Church in Cambodia.”

The Bishop told that the prayer is the way to
communicate with God and to experience God
Love. He continued, “The Church also guides us to
have God in our inner heart and teach us to guide
others.”

Saint Mary of the Smile Parish in Chamkar
Tieng was constructed in 1998. Now there are 142
Catholics .
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Catholics Offer Mass for Late King-Father
Some 400 Catholics gathered at Saint Joseph (Phsar

Touich) Church in Phnom Penh last January 29 for a Mass
offered for the eternal repose of the soul of the late
King-Father Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk.

Archbishop Paul Tschang In-Nam, the Apostolic Nun-
cio to Cambodia said, “With the Cambodian people, | am
very sad and | encourage all of you to follow the good ex-
ample of the King in building unity in Cambodia.” He con-
veyed the message of the Pope Benedict XVI on this sad
occasion that the Pope also prayed for the King-Father
and praised him for the good things he had done for his
people, like keeping peace and protecting the territorial
integrity of Cambodia. He encouraged the Cambodian
people to always keep in memory the King’s achieve-
ments for the nation.

Bishop Oliver also said, The Catholic Church and the
late King always had a good relationship since before the
French colonial times in Cambodia through Bishop Jean
Claude Miche, former bishop of Cambodia.

He continued that after the Pol Pot regime, the late
King allowed the Catholic Church to continue her activi-
ties in serving the poor in Cambodia and maintained a
friendly relationship with the Church till his death. May

heaven open its door to the good old King Norodom Si-

hanouk!
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192 candidates receive second
step in church

192 candidates from the church in Phnom Penh
diocese formally received the second step from
the Psar Touch church on February 17, 2013 under
presided over Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler the
bishop of apostolic vicar of phnom penh diocese.

However, these candidates are not fully Catho-

lics because they need to across many stages of

education on belief before to be baptized in up-
coming Easter.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, an Apostolic
Vicar of Phnom Penh reviewed about the happi-
ness of society and the real happiness of spiritual.
He said, “Cause of happiness in society is power,
wealthy, need servants, always need someone
praise and love,” he continued, “However, the hap-
piness of Jesus is to call us to lay down without
power and put life with God.”

He also mentioned about a good sample of
Mother Theresa of Calcuta and the forgiveness of

Vicariate

Jesus while he was on the cross.

Bishop Olivier also showed the testimony of
Former Bishop Joseph Chhmar Salas who died in
Pol Pot regime because of starving and labor force.
“he makes a decision to leave France to be a Bish-
op to serve the Catholic Church in Cambodia even
though he knew Cambodia was falling in civil war.”
Bishop added.

Ms. Nim Kanha, a catholic from Kompot Parish
said that she is happy so much to receive second
step in the church and in short time she will be
baptized to be a Catholic in Easter.

“I have waited for long time to be a Catholic
and walk with Jesus Christ to proclaim the Good
News.” she confirmed.

Prom Sam Ouen, a candidate from Takeo Pasto-
ral Centre said, “After | baptize in upcoming Easter,
| will get new life and new way of living. my life will
offer to God.” he added.
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Infant Jesus Parish (Boeung
Tompun) Gives New Year’s
Gifts to the Poor

Fifty poor families from various villages of
Mean Chhey District in the Vicariate of Phnom
Penh received New Year’s gifts from the Infant Je-
sus Parish on February 3rd, 2013.

Father Mario Ghezzi, Director of Infant Jesus
Parish said, “These gifts have been collected and
shared by the parishioners during the season of
Advent. We shared them as our Christmas-New
Year gifts to the poor, as a sign of the love and faith
that we have received from God.” Father Mario
added, “God strengthens our faith when we attend
Mass every weekend.”
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Apostolic Nuncio to Cambodia
Makes First Visit

Archbishop Paul Tschang In-nam, the new Ap-
ostolic Nuncio from the Vatican which has its em-
bassy (Nunciature) in Thailand, made his first of-
ficial visit to Cambodia from January 28-31, 2013.

As the new Vatican diplomat to Cambodia,
the Nuncio presented his credentials to the head
of the National Assembly, Samdech Heng Samrin
on his fourth day in Cambodia. He also met with
other priests and religious groups, missionaries
and lay people. The Nuncio also visited the Minor
Seminary of Phnom Penh, the Don Bosco Technical
School and the Cambodia Catholic Union.

According to the schedule, the Apostolic Nun-
cio also presided over the Requiem Mass for the
late King Norodom Sihanouk at Saint Joseph Parish
in Phnom Penh on January 28, 2013.

Archbishop Paul Tschang In-nam was appoint-
ed as the Apostolic Nuncio to Cambodia, Thailand
by then Holy Father Benedict XVI on August 4th,
2012.
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JLMM Increase Family Income

JLMM inaugurated a new building which was do-
nated by Sibanokai - Japan, on February 15, 2013 in
Stueng Meanchey, Phnom Penh. The ceremony was
presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Ap-
ostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh.

Miyuki Asano, JLMM director said, “One of the
main missions of JLMM is focused on vulnerable
women’s awareness, and poverty reduction, espe-
cially by providing them with informal education on
health and sanitation. We focus on women because
they can help change not only their life style but also
the quality of life of their society.”

JLMM is now introducing a new program in
which vulnerable women are encouraged to start
their own small business such as selling ice cream. It
has started with five widows.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler said that women
are a pillar of society. He said, “It is a very important
program to help a group of women to earn more and
prepare their family for the future. This is also good
for the growth and development of their children.”

Bishop Olivier continued that most important
was to educate people and shape their mind gradu-
ally; children and women have to understand that
their lives belong to them.
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