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Friendship Match

Saint Mary of smile Church in Takeo province
organized a friendship match welcoming Khmer
New Year, attended by about 500 people from
Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate, held on April 8
in St. Francior High School in Kus Commune, Tram
Kork District, Takeo province.

Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh, Bishop Olivier
said that the sporting contest is to build friendship,
solidarity and make relationships more closely with
each other and to rejoice at a Khmer New Year oc-
casion. It is a testimony that we are all brothers
and sisters in a real family of Jesus.

The match was attended by Football men and
women from Pastoral Centers and Church institu-
tions: Takeo, Kampot, Sihanoukville, Kep, Phnom
Penh, Maryknoll NGO.

Hout Nimol,a soccer and volleyball players of
Saint Paul Institute said: “ this event helped us to
have new experience such as values of friendship
and getting to know each other and share the joy

together. “
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St. Joseph Church Holds Mass
Remembering Saint Joseph As
HerPatron

St Joseph Church (PsarToich) held Mass re-
minding Saint Joseph, a patron of this church on
March 19th presided by bishop Olivier, attended
by many Christians.

Bruno Cosme, a priests in charge of the St.
Joseph Church said that today’s programme,
We express our thanks to God main events
happened:Fist, that reminded saint Joseph, a pa-
tron of this Church, second celebrate Mass thank-
ing God for a new Pope Francisco, third,mark
3-year ordination anniversary of Mgr. Olivier as
Bishop of Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate. And
fourth, mark 56-year anniversary of Mgr. Yves Ra-
mousse arrived in Cambodia first.

Bishop Olivier reminded Catholics to follow St.
Joseph’s example both faith and a lifestyle in fami-
lies. He stressed: “ We pray with faith to remember
a gift from the God given to us. Our faith guided us
to serve others and to try hard to live with Jesus’
life. Saint Joseph formed holy families of God that

are models for all the families. These families are

signs of the Church.”
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Anlong Kgan Church Celebrates
Its Patron Saint Day

Saint Joseph is the patron saint of Anlong Kgan
church I'located in Sen Sok 1 village, khmuonh district,
Sen Sok commune , Phnom Penh city. The feast was
celebrated last March 17th and presided by Bishop
Olivier.

Fr. Vincent Senechal, the priest in charge of this
community, said: today we honored Saint Joseph who
is our church patron saint. We organized this event in
order to give time for parishoners to celebrate togeth-
er and remind of Saint Joseph and the Blessed Virgin
Mary who looked after the education of child Jesus. It
is a good example for the families.

Bishop Olivier encouraged Catholics to keep grow-
ing in faith and to journey with Jesus in their own lives.

He said that “today we thank God for our lives that
God gave us. Our new life has started since we were
baptized. We pray God to help us in our daily life with
Jesus by giving thanks to him who grants us everlast-
ing life and hope."

Father Vincent added that in Anlong Kgan church
were created literacy class and Khmer traditional
dance courses for children. We also have a scout
group too.

St. Joseph Church is a former community of Build-
ing in Phnom Penh which was moved to Sen Sok since
2001.
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Easter Is An Important Event
In The Catholic

Saint Mary of smile Church at Chamkar Tieng Vil-
lage, Kous Commune, Tram Kak District, Takeo Prov-
ince, celebrated Easter on March 31, presided by
Bishop Olivier with about 300 Christians.

Father Anne, a priest in charge of this church
said:”"we celebrate Easter every year to remind of the
liberation of Israeli from Egypt by God. On the other
hand, this feast has also reminded the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.”

On the occasion, The Saint Mary of smiled Church
(Chamkar Tieng) there were 34 baptized at Easter.
Father Anne continued that from the beginning, the
Church has baptizedyouths at Easter Day. This means
that they joined anew life with Jesus.”

Bishop Olivier said: “We have to meet and to have
close relationship with Jesus for life and build the
Kingdom of God in our society, steadfastly rejecting in-
justice and discrimination, avoid being accustomed to
injustice in a society in which we are living. And each
must have the strength to spread the Gospel, living
in one family, daring to bear witness of the joy that
comes from God.

A youth, Jon Borey said: “l want to announce the
Gospel as a catechist and to help the poor.”

Miss Chhay Pisey said: “lI seem to have received
the light of God and want to follow Jesus as well as
renounce sin.”
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Way of Cross in the ancient tem-
ple at the Bokor Moutain

More than 200 Christians from a Kampot region
walked the way of Cross in the old Church at the Bokor
Moutain on March 29, led by Father Fernando Arango, a
priests assistant of Kampot pastoral center.

The priest said: “ We walk the way of Cross in order
to help all Catholics to reflect on their own suffering or in
a troubled time, they must pray to Jesus who suffered
before them; and to travel with Him and ask Him to for-
give our sin. On the other hand, this ceremony helps
Catholics to understand that all the obstacles and suf-
fering that were not the reason leading us to fail.”

Mr. Korng Ting, from Prek Pros Church said: “What |
am interested most is the life of Jesus. He was punished
severely. But he did not make any mention of this suffer-
ing; that is the love of Jesus Christ because he laid down
his life for the salvation of the whole nation. “

Kagna from Chum Kiri Church said: “ | am joining my
cross with Jesus to the Calvary Mountain. In a Christian
life prompted me perceive my mistakes and need to re-
form myself as well as struggle to overcome all of my
daily suffering.”

This is the first time that the Catholic communities
have been granted permission from companies who are
entitled to develop the Bokor Mountain in order to hold
the oldest Catholic ceremonies, which was built during
the French colonial era to hold prayer gathering, Mass,

ceremonies in accordance with the Catholic faith.
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Blessing of St Luke Sick Shelter

Last April 23rd, Bishop Olivier Schmit-
thaeusler, Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh,
blessed the new house of St Luke Sick Shelter,
located No. 13, Street 538, Boeung Kak I, Phnom
Penh.

St Luke Sick Shelter is runned by the Health
Pastoral Committee of Phnom Penh Vicariate.

Bishop said: This center continues the work
from St. Joseph Church (Phsar Tauch). The name
of the center is “St. Luke”, who is the author of
one gospel and was a physician. He said: This
place is a good one to welcome friendily and give
comfortable place to patients from the provinc-
es. This work is to be done in the name of Jesus

by showing our love to them as God loves us.

Ms. Betty Beatriz Millena, the person in
charge of Health Pastoral Communittee told that
this center is a temporary accommodation shel-
ter for patients from the provinces who come
for treatment in Phnom Penh. Here, we provide
accommodation, food, and medical assistance,
and we refer patients to the government hospi-
tals and educate them about hygiene.

Mr. Heng Huot, doctor at St Luke center gave
thanks to Bishop Olivier for his financial support
for the center. He stressed that this center helps
us to have better communicate in society, to

have ethical practice in humanitarian affairs.
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Youth Participates in Social Ac-
tivities

Every Sunday, young people in Traeng Trayueng
parish gather together to visit the poor of the vil-
lage, do some work in the church and set plans for
their own group.

Leng Hong, head of the parish committee, said
that most of them are Catholics and some are Bud-
dhist. More than 10 people come to the church
to study English and catechism. So every Sunday,
they have some activities such as cleaning the
classrooms and the church, prepare material for
prayer, and visit the poor.

He told that every week, all young people col-
lect 1000 riels to help scouts activity with children,
buy equipment for their activity, and buy rice to
help the poor and AIDS families in the village.

leng Sreylang, 16 year-old, a Buddhist, said she
comes here to learn English. She added: “I feel very
happy because of the friends whom | know who
love and help each other. They are different of my
other friends. Specially, the teacher leads us in the
village to visit the poor.

She continued that she feels very proud of this
group because she never imagined that she could

contribute to the good of the society!”
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Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
urges young people to think

about vocation

In his homily for the final vows of Sr. Srey So-
cheat in Kampong Cham, last April 20th, Bishop Oliv-
ier Schmitthaeusler urged the young Catholics think
about their vocation.

Bishop said that “people today have everything
in their life but those things cannot fulfill all their de-
sires, only Jesus can give a full meaning to our lives.”

Therefore, he urged and encouraged more
young people to consider the future of the church
in Cambodia and help her to become a real Khmer
community which has Khmer brothers and sisters.

Bishop continued that as bishop, he serves this
church. But we also need Khmer people who be-

2
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Vicariate

come consecrated persons and give their lives for
the Church. There are groups to reflect about vo-
cation such as Emmanuel and Samuel to help the
youth realize that they are the Church and could say
“l serve my community to make it alive in the next
future. | want to be a witness of Jesus.”

He also encouraged youth do not be afraid of
their young age or low education or family opposi-
tion to become a priest or a religious. He gave the
example of the Prophet Samuel who was called by
God when he was in the young age. God said to him,
“Do not be afraid, | will be with you.” Bishop under-
lined the fact that God is calling always new young
people since many centuries.

At the end, he said “I hope the vows of Sr. So-
cheat today will encourage you and give you the de-
sire to follow the instructions and the call of Jesus.

In Cambodia today, we have many missionar-
ies and religious groups which are from foreign-
ers. More than 300 foreign missionaries serve the
Church here. Only 5 Khmer priests and 10 Sisters are
Cambodian.
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Boeng Tompoun: 17 people get
baptized

17 adults received baptism at Child Jesus
Church (boeng Tompoun) at the Easter Day. The
event was presided by Apostolic Vicar of Phnom
Penh, Bishop Olivier.

Bishop said: “ We have to united with Jesus
because He lives in each of us during all trials and
despair we are experiencing today.

He continued that as Christians “ We have to be
sensitive to proclaiming the Good News from our-
selves and our true hearts in order to let the name
of Jesus guide people joyfully in every places. “ He
stressed that “We have to proclaim Good News
from the bottom of our heart with love and faith,
strength and mind because of mercy of Christ.”

Bishop urged all the Catholics to muster all the
strength for the coming of God’s Kingdom on earth.
And somehow we let justice, truth, love and peace
come together. He also recalled we need to help
the poor and moreover we are to love all people
because they are children of God.

The last point, Bishop asked Christians to live in
communion with God, even though they are com-
ing from different nations, different languages but
they have to care for each other that are the foun-

dation of building a new world full of a real joy.
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Inauguration of Vocational
Training Center in Kep Prov-
ince

Don Bosco Vocational Training Center in Kep
province was officially inaugurated on March 7 in
the New village, Prey Thom, Kep province by his
H.E, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, Im
Sethy and the prayer of Apostolic Vicar of Phnom
Penh, Bishop Olivier, a representative of the Don-
bosco Foundation in Cambodia and many national
and international distinguished guests.

Father John Visser, head of the Don Bosco
Foundation said: the Don Bosco Foundation has
carried out its mission in the country since 1991.
Today, the Institution has helped youths and poor
children who are not able to attend college. And
the Don Bosco Institution presents a key partner
with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports.
This Center is a school nursery for knowledge of
youth and poor children in Cambodia

Father Ly Samnang, a director of the Center
said: Today, the Don Bosco Foundation has a build-
ing with two floors for social communications and
journalism, and the Secretary courses. This pro-
gram provide forpoor children and young people
who live in Kep province, Kampot province, Takeo
province and the surrounding area as well.

This building was named “Angkor Borei.”

On the occasion, Bishop Olivier made the bless-
ing of the building and prays for the young people
who study in the center.

Don Bosco Vocational Training CenterinKep has
taught since 2002, but since then, the center had
not been equipped enough so it had only sewing
program for women only.
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A Taize Retreat for the Youth of

the Three Dioceses
Last April 4th to 6th, two brothers from Taizé

community (France) led a retreat at Kiri Vong
church in which 70 young people joined.

Brother Andreas said : “We proposed this pro-
gram to have youth understand the meaning of
Taizé prayer and how to communicate and make
relationship with God. On the other hand, a large
number of Catholics in Cambodia cannot have the
occasion to go to Taizé in France.

Brother Andreas explained noted that Taizé
prayer is a time of silence in which we converse
with God. It helps us to understand the love of God
deeper than before.

Taizé Community was established in 1944 by
Brother Roger, a French man. The Community to-
day has become a popular place for Christian all
around the world, especially for those who want to

find mental peace by prayer and silence.
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