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Daughters of Charity Cambodia,
Training and Planning Workshop on
new challenges: Migration and Hu-
man Trafficking and Environmental

Concerns

A workshop was conducted by the Daughters
of Charity, DC Cambodia on the new challenges
facing Cambodians which are Migration, Human
Trafficking and Environmental Concerns, held at
DC Pailin Community from 8th — 14 June, 2013.

A total of 30 participants from DC Phnom Penh,
Takeo and Pailin Center attended the workshop.

Sr. Myrna Porto, the coordinator of this work-
shop said that, “The objectives of this Workshop
was to: a).Introduce the Migration Situation in
Cambodia in order to develop a positive under-
standing of migration situation in the country and
lessons to be learnt of the negative impact this has
resulting in human trafficking. b) Highlight the en-
vironmental concerns related to global warming.
c) Strengthen the personnel of the Daughters of
Charity in Cambodia”.

She further added that this program will provide
the understanding of safety measures for migrant
workers to develop self protection skills, the capac-
ity to maintain self-awareness, self-consciousness
and self-determination, in order to minimize the
many dangers facing Cambodian migrant workers.
They will also be taught basic skills in being able to
write personal information in documents related
to their legal rights and status.
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Twenty two youths receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation at
Kok Teiv Commune

On June 23™ 2013, at the Kok Teiv commune,
22 young people received the Sacrament of Confir-
mation from the bishop of Phnom Penh Rt. Rev. OI-
ivier Schmittaeusler who also celebrated the Holy
Eucharist. This Kok Teiv commune is located in the
Kok Thom district, Kandal Province. In his homily,
the bishop reminded the candidates that as they
receive the Holy Spirit, they are led to be faithful to
God and in this way they will love one another. He
added that, when they receive confirmation they
will be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. With
this, the confirmants will be the body of Jesus and
become witnesses to God and continue the mis-
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ in bringing the Good
News to all. Sok Chea, a 15 year old candidate said
that she was very excited at receiving the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation that day and was grateful to
the Bishop and thankful to Br. Francois at Assise for
having guided her in her preparation to know God
and His great love.
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The students of St. Paul Insti-
tute visited Mondulkiri

From June 16 to 18 2013, there were 100 stu-
dents of St. Paul Institute having a tour visit at
Mondulkiri province with Bishop Olivier in order
to explore more about tourism in Cambodia.

Mr. Thy Chhoam, the director of the student
center and in-charge of the program said that,
“this visit was organized for those students only
who are currently living in St. Paul Institute”. The
purpose of this visit is to provide the opportunity
for the students that enroll in tourism to search
on culture, civilization and tourism in their coun-
try. Especially, the school wants all the students
to build a strong relationship and cooperates well
with each other.

Thearun Eng, a first year student in tourism, of
the third generation, who stays at St. Paul Institute,
said that, “this visit helps me to understand more
about tourism in this province and | can observe
the livelihood of the ethnic minorities living in the
area”. He is excited to see the view of Mondulkiri
where there are attractive places for the tourists,
both local and international.

St. Paul Institute is a Catholic school that was
established in 2009 and is lacated in Takeo Prov-
ince. Nowadays, there are approximately 460 stu-
dents studying in four fields: Management of Tour-
ism, Information Technology, English Literature,

and agriculture.
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St. Peter and St. Paul at the cen-
ter of the first community

On June 29, 2013, a total of 200 Catholics
joined the feast of St Peter and Paul as the pillars
of our faith, at St Joseph Church, Phsar Touch. The
Eucharist was presided by Bishop Olivier Schmit-
thaeusler.

Fr Un Son who is the responsible of the Kom-
pong Soam community mentioned that every year
the whole Catholic community determined June
29 as a reminder of St Peter and Paul. Both are at
the center of the Catholic community. St Paul an-
nounced the Gospel to all nations and St Peter paid
more attention to the mission in Juda. The purpose
of both of them is to know God.

Saint Peter is one of the 12 disciples of Jesus.
He announced the gospel to the nation of Juda and
introduced the Christians to the faith in God. Saint
Paul is a person who knows the rules of Judaism
fluently. He used to persecute the Catholics with
cruelty, and then God reached out to him when he
traveled to Damas to imprison the Catholics. He
became a Christian who has a strong faith and was

an active missionary in the Roman Empire.
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Excursion for kindergarten chil-
dren of Kompot Pastoral Center

Kindergartens of Kompot pastoral center orga-
nized a trip for the children to the Kep beach and
Zoo on 18th June 2013. More than 100 children
and 25 teachers from four different kindergartens
of south-west pastoral center of the Phnom Penh
diocese went on this trip..

Mr. Aim Saret, the kindergarten’s program co-
ordinator said that, "the purpose of the trip was
to build relationships between teachers and the
children, between the teachers and among the
children themselves.. Moreover, it helps the chil-
dren to know and love the animals, the sea and
the mountains.

Ms. Chem Phalla, a teacher from Prek Pros said
that, children not only needed education but also
such outing activities for their personal growth..
Phalla also emphasised that parents must be re-
sponsible to see that their children get good ed-
ucation. If the children are educated well, they
would grow with strength and knowledge and be-

come good human resources for the society.
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2nd workshop on “Catholics are
Prophets”

A total of 110 participants that consisted of
youth and children of Kompot Church participated
in a workshop entitled, “Catholics are Prophets”,
held on the18th and 19th May 2013. The workshop
was conducted by Fr. Fenado Sapata, the priest in
charge of the St. Joseph’s Pastoral Centre. He ex-
plained that every Catholic must work in continu-
ing Jesus’ mission by proclaiming His Good News
and becoming witnesses to Christ by working for

justice, peace and love.

Ms. Nim Kakda, the coordinator of the Saint
Joseph’s Pastoral Center said that this workshop
helped the participants to know about the life of
being a prophet. It is important to know about the
history of the Christian community. She added that
while she attended the workshop, she got new in-
sights that were related to working as a team and
how to announce the Good News to the others as
the prophets in the Bible did.

This was the second workshop for this year
that was organized by the Youth and the Children’s
Commission. It helped them to strengthen their
faith as Catholics when they learnt about the life
of the prophets. It must be pointed out that in the
Old Testament; God spoke to His people through
the prophets.
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Confirmation for 69 candidates

at Boeung Tompon Church

On the 29th June, 2013, a total of 69 candidates
received the Sacrament of Confirmation from the
bishop of Phnom Penh Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmittaeusler
They were from Tour Tang, KokNorea, and Boeung-
Tompon Church. The spokesperson of the organising
committee of BoeungTompon church said, this was
the first time that there were so many candidates re-
ceiving this sacrament..

Bishop Olivier in his homily said, “ When we get
baptised, we receive it from the life of Jesus and
when we receive confirmation it is the gift of the Holy
Spirit. We have our own freedom as what Saint Paul
told us”. The bishop explained how one lives with
freedom. He pointed out that, the first step of this is
responding to the need to follow Jesus. The second
step is not to be tied to money and property and lose
our Lord Jesus. Thirdly, we need to pray and establish
the relationship with Jesus and listen to him. Lastly
we need to ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten our lives
especially as we make decisions when serving and
loving others.

The Christian community believes that confirma-
tion is an outward sign of the power that we receive
from the Holy Spirit and it grows within us.. Those
who receive the Spirit will live with the strong belief
as the early Christians who received the blessing from
the Holy Spirit and shared the good news of Jesus
with peoples of other nations.
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The blessing of the bell at the
Sacred Heart of Jesus’s Chuch

A total of 400 national and international guests
joined in a special mass to bless the bell. The bish-
op of Phnom Penh, Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
celebrated this Eucharist and the blessing of the
bell which was held on 30th June 2013 at the
church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus( Koh Noria).

Fr. Gustavo Aldriyan Benetes, the parish priest
of the church expressed his joy at the blessing and
installation of the bell with pillars (belfry). He ex-
plained that besides being a bell of quality, it is
timely and meaningful for the community. When
the bell is rung it will be an invitation to the Catho-
lic community inviting them for prayers and wor-
ship. Fr. Benetes, in his thanksgiving speech ex-
pressed his gratitude to bisop Olivier and thanks
all the local and international guests for their par-
ticipation and support. He made mention that this
church will be the second such bell in the Phnom
Penh diocese.
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Recently, a total of 225 Catholics received the sacrament
of confirmation from the bishop of Phnom Penh Rt. Rev. Ol-
ivier Schmittaeusler at the Boeung Tompon church. The con-
firmants came from the various Catholic communities within
the diocese of Phnom Penh.

Thun Thavry an18 year old female member of the church
choir who received the sacrament said, “After receiving | feel
enlightened to meet the Spirit of God and | feel that God lives
within me. It has also inspired me to dedicate myself to oth-
ers and serve them with love.”

Confirmation is a sign to indicate the fullness of the Sac-
rament Baptism; The Holy Spirit flows within us and lives
deep inside us and helps us to live as a family and a com-
munity of believers. It establishes our relationship with God,

@ strengthens our faith, to continue with the mission of Jesus,
and to be witnesses to other followers.
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Love is the language of the com-

munity

A total of 400 Catholics attended the mass at St.
Joseph’s church (Phsar Touch) in the Phnom Penh
diocese on 19th May 2013. The Eucharist was cele-
brated by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler using several
languages to make the multi-lingual congregation un-
derstand better.

During the mass, Bishop Olivier pointed out that
and important feature of a multi-lingual Eucharist
was to unite the different linguist groups into one
community and one family. Joined together by the
love of Jesus ”. The celebration was in four languages
namely: Khmer, English, french, and Korean .

The bishop added that, “the Holy Spirit guides
us to meet a new life and live as children of God”.
We are not mere servants because we have unlim-
ited freedom . The Holy Spirit leads us to encounter a
new life that is full by living in love, forgiveness and
helping the less fortunate. Though the Christian com-
munity came into being more than 2000 years ago ,
the community is constantly stimulated because the
Holy Spirit always opens our hearts. So, our country
too must be open to love in our society and to bring
to the forefront the Good News of Salvation to the
others and be witnesses by helping the poor have
freedom. All must work together to stop injustice,
corruption, respect human rights and continue to
learn and share our knowledge with one another.

He added that, we have to praise God because he
has promised us great things. He is our father who
uses the language of love to build a united family.
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Kompong Soam Community repairs

home for the elderly couple

On 18th June, 2013, the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul (SSVP) and the youth of Kompong Soam Community
repaired a house of an old couple. They are Sok Mach and
Sok Sokun at Boatsemoan village, Prey Nob commune,
Kompong Soam province.

Fr. Un Sun, the priest in charge at Kompong Soam
Catholic community said that, the aim of such projects is
to help the poor have a better life. So far, he observed that,
this couple were living without basic necessities and their
house was not safe to live in. As the love of God is always
revealed in the poor, the SSVP group and the community
together provided the help needed in repairing their house.
He added that, this couple were not the first family that
was helped under this program. They also helped the other
poor people in the community and gave them some assis-
tance by providing basic supplies such as building materials
and provisions that they needed to sustain their life.

Sok March, 60, works as a farmer does not earn enough
income to support his family. When this help was given, all
this old man could say was that he cannot give the help-
ers anything in return but to say a big “thank you”. He ex-
plained that being old he does not have the strength to do
the repairs himself and also did not have enough money to
buy the materials.

Fr. Un Sun who oversaw the completion of this project
explained that this repair work cost a total US $ 561.00. Of
this amount US$230.00 was donated by SSVP group and

from the collection by the priests and nuns and a sum of

US$331 donated by foreign guests.
om
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CAMBODIAN STUDENTS TO VISIT

THE BIRTH PLACE OF JESUS

It is the first time for graduating students of
St. Justine school of Faith to go on a tour of Israel,
where the birthplace of Jesus is located.

It was the place where Christianity was born
and is also considered a Holy Land by Christians,
Muslims and Jews. Jesus preached his Gospel of
love and forgiveness and laid down his life for the
salvation of the human race.

This tour is led by the bishop of Phnom Penh,
Oliver Schmitthaeusler. A total of 44 persons,
which includes students and the coordinator of the
school will go on this study tour starting at the end
of July 2013.

Mr. Pon Sophal, the coordinator of St. Justin’s
school said that, “It is a special tour for our commu-
nity, as we will have 39 graduating students visiting

|H

some places in Israel ”. He explained that, the im-
portant reasons for sending the students to Israel.
Firstly, this year being year of faith promulgated Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI had encouraged the Catholic
community to visit the historical places where Jesus
lived. Hence, bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler and the
various committees of the school decided to have
study tour for students who also studied the life of
Jesus for two years. Secondly, the committee wishes
to encourage Cambodians to strenghten their prayer
life with this experience. Thirdly, for these Cambo-
dians who have never been to the Holy Land, this
tour will also give them a rare opportunity to learn
and understand the different communities. He con-
tinued by saying that, while they are there, they can
learn more about the Gospel and see for themselves
the various sites and shrines and recall the wonders

that took place there.
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The distribution of Certificates to 43
students of St. Justine school of Faith

St. Justine school of Faith establised initially on
October 14, 2011 in the Phnom Penh diocese, is ani-
mated by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler. On June 29,
2013,a total of 200 catholics joined the ceremony at
St. Josephparish (Phsar Touch), Phnom Penh to con-
gratulate the 43 students who graduated after two
years of study. Out of the 43 graduating students, 21
were female, and they come from different places of
the Phnom Penh diocese.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler,the main celebrant
stated that, “we established this school in order to
provide more knowledge to help our followers to at-
tain a deeper understanding of God‘s words and to be
a witness to the other ”. He said that, to form a life as
a christian, our belief must be enlightened by our wis-
dom and also been lightened by the Spirit, theyboth
must be connected to each other. He reminded us
that, we need to give food to our spirit by spending
time prayingto God and attending the mass as it is the
way of seeking Jesus Christ who laid down his life for
us. We need to always hope, believe and have faith
in God in all circumstances.

Mr. Pon Sophal, the executive director of St. Jus-
tine’s school said that, “ for the two years of being a
student here, the school offers subjects such as Scrip-
tures, theology, the Church, moral of Catholics, phi-
losophy, history of the Church and spirituality. Besides
these, the school also invites consultants to share
their experiences and knowledge that are related to
society, history, culture and the different religions in
Cambodia. He added that, “ the students also had
tour visits of neighboring countries such as Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam in orderto learn more about their faith.
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The 43th birthday celebration of
Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler

The bishop of Phnom Penh, Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmttaeusler celebrated his 43rd birthday at the

parish of Our Lady of Smile Parish in Chamka Teang
village on the 24th June 2013. Chamka Teang vil-

lage is part of Kous Commune at TramKak disctrict

in Takeo province.

The birthday wish was delivered by Mr. Kol
Cheng, the principle and committee member of
the Catholic community of the nearby school.
He wished the bishop all the happiness in health
and every success in his Pastoral ministry. He also
thanked the bishop who had built the commu-
nity in this district with generosity and dedication
which has not only grown in strength but also in
human resources, working skills and morality. Be-
cause of this the community has maintained good
value systems for the development of the Cambo-
dian society.

Bishop Olivier thanked Mr. Cheng for his kind
words and expressed his gladness at the way the
community had grown and had become respon-
sible by living together in love. He wished the
community the very best in their Pastoral life and
hoped that the community will continue to grow
in love so as to bring the message of peace, justice

and joy to all.
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Chairman: Msgr. Olivier Schmitthaeusler
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Email: apostolicvicariate.phnompenh@gmail.com
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