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Bishop Letter

Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate
N: 048/2013-BP
Monday, October 28, 2013

Feast of Saint Simon and Saint Jude, Apostles

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

First of all, I would like to thank the Lord for the nice and
fruitful Year of Faith we have experienced and which will be
closed on Saturday 23 of November with the ordination of
two deacons, Bro. Phan Borei from Kompong Cham and Bro.
Mong Rous from Battambang.

On the 11™ and 12 of January 2014, we will celebrate the
opening of the Year of Charity. This will be an opportunity for us
to rediscover that Faith expresses herself in active Charity. It will
be also a good occasion to be strengthened as witnesses of God’s
love for all our brothers and sisters living here in Cambodia.

| am pleased to announce the following appointments
of priests in our Vicariate, starting from January 1% 2014 :
1. Diocesan Curia
- Vicar Delegate: Fr. Mario Ghezzi for 3 more years.
- General Secretary and Chancellor: Fr. Roam Chat Serey (=Chat
Chay)
- Mission Council and Financial Council : Fr. Mario Ghezzi, Fr.
Vincent Senechal, Fr. Roam Chat Serey (=Chat Chay)
I would like to thank Fr. Vincent for his dedication to the meticu-
lous work of secretary and chancery during these three years.
2. Pastoral areas

North Phnom Penh:

- Sector Coordinator: Fr. Bruno Cosme
- Priest in charge of St Joseph: Fr. Bruno Cosme
- Priest in charge of Areyksat, Pho Thom, Kandal Kdey: Fr. Gus-
tavo Benitez
- Priest in charge of Svay Pak, Anlong Kgan, Prek Ta Ten / Kom-
pong Luong :

Fr. Roam Chat Serey (=Chat Chay)

y 4
South Phnom Penh (Boeung Tumpun, Toul Tang, Koh Norea)

- Sector Coordinator: Fr. Vincent Senechal
- Resident Priests: Fr. Abraham Khun and Fr. Damien Farhner
Phnom Penh Thmey (New Area) including: PP Thmey Po-
chentong Kompong Speu
- Sector Coordinator: Mgr Olivier Schmitthaeusler
- Priests: Fr. Sunday., Fr. Toni Vendramin, Salesians Fathers
Takmao (new area): Takmao, Kong Noi, Ompeu Prey
- Coordinator sector: Fr. Mario Ghezzi
- Priest in charge of Kong Noye: Fr. Francois-Xavier Demont
For other sectors, there is no change.
Fr. Prasudsaengchan Nikon is assigned for one year to the Me-
kong sector.
Fr. John Peng and Fr. Kale Nani Charles is assigned for one year
to Takeo sector.
In addition, Fr. Vincent Senechal is appointed Chaplain of Catho-
lic Students who are in the city of Phnom Penh.
Be everybody thanked for its availability to serve the Church

and its Mission of Love.

May the Lord bless you and keep you in His peace.

Please pray for your pastors!

Apos;tt')-iic Vicar of Phnom Penh

CAMBODIA
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Church in Cambodia came
togerther to pray for the world

peace

On 6™ September, about 100 Christians came together to
pray for World Peace led by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
at St. Joseph’s Parish in Phsar Touch. They prayed specifi-
cally for Syria, which is currently facing serious crisis in the
country. The Holy Father, Pope Francis has expressed con-
cern over the situation in Syria and has implored all people
of good will come together and pray for peace and love in the
world. Bishop Olivier said that, this prayer gathering was im-
portant and is of great significance to everyone. On that day
all the faithful joined Pope Francis and all Christians in the
world praying for Syria. The group also prayed for Christians
in countries where they are persecuted and live in great fear.

In a letter to all Catholics, Pope Francis invited all in the world
to pray for Syria. He asked for charity and support to help those
in need by providing food and safety. He called on Syria to stop
the violence and atrocities. He pointed out that prayer is needed
for all those countries facing similar crisis and try to find a solu-
tion by working together with belief in God asking Him to bless
everyone so that peace and harmony will prevail in everyone’s
heart. This special prayer took place on 7" September, 2013.

During the prayer gathering, the prayer leader also invited
all to pray for Cambodia in the wake of the crisis related to
the National Election that was held on July 28" 2013. Bish-
op Olivier emphasized that, though the community cannot
do much practically, it can however spend its time inpa-
rayer asking God for his blessings upon the govement au-
thorities to lead the country with love, peace and justice.

Keo Kagnha
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Youth Participated to Construct
the Church

15 young people from the St. Mary Madala Church (Svay
Park) went down to help the construction of the church at Prey
Kabas in Takeo province on August 30th under the leadership
of Fr. Vicent SENECHAL and Sr. Sopheaktra.

Mrs Long Chanthy, a youth of the Spay Park Church said
“I really enjoyed offering my help in the construction of the
church, which is made of clay. When arrived there some local
youths too came out to give a warm welcome.”

This was the first time for me to give a helping hand in
the construction of the church in spite of being tired and great
difficulties. But I felt | receive a special strength from God; |
thought that since we all have the same faith in Christ, we are
one family and therefore, | joined them in this work happily as
a servant of God”.

Svay Park Youth

— Pastoral Center of North Phnom Penh
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Pastoral Center of South Phnom Penh
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Michael Goup to Pilgrimage
Lavin (Vietnam)

Fr. Mario GHEZZI, parish prist of Child Jesus’
Church led 7 members of Michael group to visit
Lavin in Vietnam for one week from September 16
— 21, 2013 to spend time together to pray for the
peace in Cambodia.

Fr. Mario who is the priest in charge of this group
explained that, Lavin is
appealed to Vietnamese Catholics for the first time
while they were persecuted by the government

the place where Mary

authorities and stayed in exile in the forest in 1898.
When they were in there, the blessed virgin Mary
appeared many times among them and showed
them a leaf of a tree that can be useful for them.
“The purpose of this trip is to spend time together
to pray for the peace in Cambodia that is facing
unrest with demostrations after the national
elections held on September 28™ 2013”, he added.

Mr. Prak Bunhong, 27, a member of the group
said that, “through the glory of the Virgin Mary,
the stress from traveling had gone and | silently
spent time in prayer for the peace in Cambodia
and | also enjoyed my exposure to the Vietnamese
Catholics ”

Dalys
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Pastoral Center of Tonle Mekong

St. Francis Xavier Parish of Vat
Champa - Help for Cambodian
flood Victims

A total of 360 families, catholics and buddists,
living around this parish received donations
from St. Francis Xavier Parish of Vat Champa,at
Kien-

Chroy Ampil village , Kbal Koh commune ,

swai district Kandalon September 29, 2013.
Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, the priest in charge
of this  pastoral centre said, “We received this
donation from Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler,
the bishop of Phnom Penh dioceses. Being able
to help lets us share our solidarity and our
love with the people.”

Ms. Ly Ly, one of the catholics who lives in this
community said that, “The villagers were really
happy when they received the donation from
the Catholic Community. Each family received 5 kg
of rice, five packets of noodles , 2.5 kg of
sugar and other Groceries.

Dalys
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Pastoral center of Takeo
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Catholic Cambodia Social
Communication — Visit to
Sihanoukville PastoralCentre

Mr. Ly Sovanna, the director of Catholic Soical
Communication(CSC) and some CSC staff visited
the 6 parishes in the Sihanoukville district where
Fr. Un Son is the priest incharge. The purpose of
this visit was to survey and share with target
listeners of Catholic Sosial Media. During
the meeting, Mr. Ly Sovanna and his staff shared
their vision of CSC.

Mr. Sovanna said that nowadays in the CSC
projects we have included radio programs as well.
He encouraged the listeners, especially the catho-
lics, to take time to listen to the programs provid-
ed by CSC. He mentioned that the weekly program
is meant to help Catholics reflect on the Gospel
and is good for those who are living far a way from
the church.

The 6 parishes of the Pastoral Center of Siha-
noukvillen are Kompong Soam, Treng Traryeng, Sre
Ambel, Koh Kong, Boeung Taprum and Koh Kchong.

Leang Hong
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Opening of the Water Tower
atDon Boscoin Kep Province

On November, 31, 2013, Bishop Olivier Schmit-
thaeusler, the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh, pre-
sided at the official opening of the water tower at
the Don Bosco Technical School in Kep Province.
Present were many international and local guests.

Mr. Tiv Henglay, the director of Don Bosco
Technical School in Kep Province said that ,"The
goal of having these two water towers is to
guarantee water for a large educational centrer
for many years to come because until now our
school has not had sufficient water to use.” He
added that, “A total of 50,000 US dollars were do-
nated by Don Bosco in Germany for this project.
The structure has two reserve tanks underground
with a capacity of 50 cubic metres and the raised

tank with a capacity of 80 cubic metres.”

Srey Pov
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Pastoral Center of Kompot
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Pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Parish (Ta Om)

A total of 230 pilgrims both local and foreign Catholics fol- |

lowed the schedule of a pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Parish (Ta
Om) from the 8" to 10" November, 2013. The theme of

this pilgrimage was entitled “Together as a community”.

All pilgrims were from the 7 pastoral Centers of the Apostolic Va- *

cariate of Phnom Penh who went on foot to the Northern area

of Battambong diocese. They all needed to walk approximately

20km before they reached the place where St. Mary’s Parish is
located at Ta Om Village, Prasat Commune, Preahnet Preah Dis-
trict, Banteay Meanchey Province. This pilgrimage was led by Bish-
op Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of Phnom Penh diocese.

Bishop Olivier said that, “the purpose of this pilgrimage was
to have more time to pray together as a community, establish-
ing a close relationship with each other. Therefore, as we are
together as a community, we are not alone and hopeless”

Dalys
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Pastoral Center of Takeo
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Catholic high School Celebrated the annual Opening

Francis of Assisi High School celebrated its annual Opening ceremony presided by Bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusler. A total of 350 participants consisting of teachers and the students were held on October
7t 2013 at Our Lady of the Smile Parish located at ChomkarTeang, Kous, Tramkak, and Takeo Province.

Mr.BechVibol, the principle of the school, said that the school is fully supported by Bishop Olivier, and the
generosity of teachersand students, who have led the school toward the success and development, each
year. Bishop Olivier pointed out that the vision of Francis High School is to help the students
be independent and helps to guide them to be responsible in their studies and to lead lives that
will make responsible decisions in their own lives.

Chen Sinoun, a female student expressed her feeling in these words, “my friends and |, including
all the other students here, are willing to put our efforts to studies and follow the policy and
procedures of the school. We will strive to develop ourselves to be good citizens in the coming future”.

Sam Art
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Catholic high school - official
opening for 2013-2014

The catholic high school officially openned for the new
school year, 2013-2014. This school
schedule of study comparable to the govement school.

A total of 502 students study at our 13 Catholic, out of than

provides a full time

number 300 students are female.

Ms. Savon Tieng, the assistant of education officer of
Phnom Penh diocese said that, “The main objective of the
schools program is to provide a basic education for the poor
Cambodian, Vietnamese and Muslim children in need of
education. Schooling greatly increases the possibilities for
these children in the future. As well as usual courses of in-
struction in familiar disciplines our schools offer catechesis
and opportunities to participate in community activities.”

Mr. Ly Sothea, the coordinator of this program, explained
that the schooling is provided free meals for lunch and
snacks. A total of 15 teachers are supported by Bishop
Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of Phnom Penh diocese.
All were govenment schools and all are well able to teach.
The 13 Catholic Schools are located at St. Maria Church
(TuTaing), Sacred Heart of Jesus Church (KohNoria), St .
Francis Xavier Parish (Vat Champa), Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church( Plau Trey), Good Shepherd Church (RongChak), Im-
maculate Conception Church( Somrong Thom), St. Antoine
St. Antoine Church(Prek Dach),
St. Joseph Church (Sa Ang),
St. Joseph Parish, (Chhrey Thom), St. Joseph Parish (Sampan)

Church (KompongChamlang),
St. Joseph Church(ToulKrasang),

and St. Therese Church (BoeungChouc).

Dalys
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Go and make disciples of all
nations

A total of 400 youths from the three dioceses
of Phnom Penh, Kompong Cham and Battambang
joined in the 6th youth Day for Cambodian Youth
entitled, “Go and make disciples of all nations”, or-
ganized by the Pastoral Office for Youth and Chil-
dren, located at Don Bosco, Phnom Penh Thmey,
from September 2-6, 2013.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the Bishop of
Phnom Penhdiocesesaid, “Thetitle of the 6th Youth
Day followed the concepts of the World Youth
Day that was held in Brazil for the purpose of
guiding the millions of youths of the world to
reflect on how to announce the good news to
all nations.

This year being the “year of faith” we want the
Cambodian youths to establish a close relationship
with Jesus Christ in the same way as the Cambo-
dian community wanted them to announce the
good news to their society and help them to
grow with strength”.

Fr. Gustavo Adrian Benitez, the priest in-charge
of the Pastoral Office for Youth and Children said,
“It is a good topic for Cambodian Youths to reflect
and can remind each Christian about the mission
of being a Catholics as God calls us to move from

one place to another in order to announce the
good news to all nations”. Dalys
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Workshop entitled “Fund-
raising & Sustainable Social
Organizations”

Daughters of Charity (DC) Cambodia and Don Bosco Techni-

cal School of Phnom Penh and Kep province were invited for a
workshop on “Fundraising & Sustainable Social Organizations”
by a Dutch Organization, Wilde Ganzen (Wild Geese) recently.
The workshop was held at META HOUSE located at Sang-
kat Tonle Bassac, Khan Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, held on
November 7" and 8%, 2013. A total of 40 participants from
20 NGOs were invited to attend these two days workshop. by
Ms. Sylvia Ortega-Azurduy, the project officer of Wilde Ganzen.
Ms. Sylvia Ortega-Azurduy, the project officer of Wilde
Ganzen explained that this workshop’s aim was to contrib-
ute to the Cambodian NGOs the knowledge of how to raise
funds, the technique of writing a project proposal and to
implement the project with Sustainable Social Organiza-
tions. This also meant that a project should be carried out
according to the plan with emphasis on a sustainable de-
velopment for the continued benefit of the community.
Sr. Evangeline Duntom, DC, the Project Director of DC Takeo
pointed out that in order to help the poor people in need in the
community, one should know the capacity of their knowledge
and understand their income earning abilities to support
their families. From 2009 she explained step by step the
method of how she implemented a project by providing
loans with a savings program to the villagers at Takeo province.
Before she implemented the program, she had to study
the needs and the capacity of families to undertake small
businesses in order to increase their income. To this day this
project still continues for the communities’ members who

Sokhim

need help through this program.
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Mlnor Orders Of Acolyte to
Brother Se Sat

At St. Jean Marie Vianney Seminary on November 6

this year, Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of
Phnom Penh diocese and Bishop Antonysamy Susairaj, the
bishop of Kompong Cham diocese celebrated the Mass at
which Brother Se Sat was officially announced as a Gospel
Speaker in the Catholic Community in Cambodia.

Bishop Olivier said that, “After we receive the sacrament
of baptism, we are appointed as a king, a prophet or a servant
in the family of God. We can face any and all circumstances and
never be hopeless because our life is lead by the Holy Spirit.”

Br. Sat said that, “The three areas that | focus on to serve
in the community are the works of charity, the liturgy and cat-
echesis. | want to share my knowledge and announce the good
news of God to those who are open to the call of the Lord.”
He added that, from the beginning of his life he never thought
of being a priest but he wanted to study about the life of be-
ing a catholic. In 2003, there was a youth who wanted him to
be a priest and he had been inspired by his words. He knew
however that he could not be a priest because he was not
yet a catholic. After that he received encouragement from
his catechist preparing him for the Sacrament of Baptism.
He believed that those words inspired him to be a priest.

in 2004 he informed his family of his decision to receive the
Sacraments. In 2005, he registered his name at the seminary
and prepared himself to commence there in 2007. Brother Sat
comes from the Holy Cross Parish of Soung of Kompong Cham

diocese and he is the only person who is a catholic in his family.

Dalys
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THE ACTIVITIES OF BISHOP OLIVIER SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP

1 Dec:

2 Dec:
3 Dec:

4-6 Dec :

5 Dec:

7 Dec:
8 Dec:

9 Dec:

10 Dec:
11 Dec:

12 Dee:
13 Dec:

APOSTOLIC VICAR OF PHNOM PENH
IN DECEMBER 2013

Mass at RongChak - Bleesing of the new bridge with the Apostolic
Nuncio

Retreat of Catholic Alliance for Charity and Development
Meeting with St Francois Teachers

Opening Mass for FABC Youth at PP Thmey

FABC Youth Seminar

Mission Council

217 Night of Prayer for Vocations - St Joseph

Christmas at Missionaries of Charity Sisters - Monivong
Holy Mass at St Joseph

Feast at Claire Amitie

Meeting at Peace Village

Meeting with St Paul Professors

Visit at Sihanoukville with all Peace Village Children
Meeting with Students Catholic Center Committee
Advent Conference

Meeting of the Episcopal Council

Carmel - Retreat

14-15 Dec: Chrey Thom - Holy Mass and Vows of Sacred Heart Society

16 Dec:

17 Dec:

18 Dec:
19 Dec:

20 Dec:

21 Dee:

22 Dec:
23 Dec:

24 Dec:
25 Dec:
26 Dec:
28 Dec:
29 Dec:

Christmas at Prison - Sithanoukville {am)

Holy Mass and Christmas at St PAul Institute (4pm)

Christmas at Prison - Takeo (am)

Christmas for sick children at Bambino Gesu (pm)

Holy Mass and Christimas with Diocesan Offices

Mission Council

Holy Mass and Conference at Major Seminary

Christmas with poor at Chom Chaov (Missionna.riﬁ of Charity)-am
Christmas at St Justin School (pm)

Teach at St Justin (am)

Lectio Divina at Boeung Toupun

Christmas with Michael

Christmas with children at Prey kbas

Christmas at Kindergarden (Takeo)

Christmas at St Francois High School

Christmas Holy Mass at Sithanoukville

Christmas Holy Mass at Takeo

Christmas for Old People and Poor Families at Chomkarcheang
Blessing of the Church at Boeung Chouk

Blessing of the Church at Prey Dach
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