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g And the Word becam "
flesh "here"
L ]

Our pilgrimage to the Holy Land last August, led us to the
place where the Virgin Mary received the Annunciation of
the Angel Gabriel. Reading on the wall of the house of Mary,
the Word became flesh "here" , there were a lot of emo-
tions in our group. And much joy when later, we celebrate
the Eucharist in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem .

Today the Word made Flesh , here in our heart in Cambodia.

In these days of Advent, we are associate deeply to the
mystery of the Incarnation. With Mary, we are invited to pre-
pare our hearts to receive God himself. God Man, comes to
liveinthe secretof our heartinJesus. GreatJoy.Great Peace.
This Year of Faith ,that we have achieved with the ordination
of deacons of our brothers in the service of the Church and
the World, invites us to give thanks for all the wonders
that the Lord fill in our heart .

- Synod on the New Evangelization - The Youths Synod
- Reflection on the Church, - Our new Pope, Francis,
- The relics of St. Therese , - The nights of prayer,
- 200 baptisms, 400 confirmations,
- The pilgrimage to the Holy Land ,
- Scout camps and camp for vocations
- The joy of serving everyone , multiple meetings,
- All our experiences of God that each one lived in his par-
ish, in his community..... Marie ponder in our hearts all the
gifts that God has made for us during one year.
The diaconal ordination reminded us that the Incarnation of
God is given life for others, entirely. Service to the other
is the greatest sign .

Who is my neighbor?
This question to Jesus, is the question we need to ask to
Jesus also. The next 3 years will help us to respond simply
and truly and allow us to continue our reflection on the
Church we want to build . 2014-2016 : Year of Charity .

Charity urges us ! Merry Christmas to all!

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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Celebration of Fr. Vincent
Senechal’s Birthday
The catholic including the children of St. Joseph’s

parish  (Sensok) joined together in celebrating the
birthday of Fr. Vincent Senechal on November 3rd, 2013 . After
the Eucharistic celebration, they sang songs in Khmer,
English, and Chinese languages.

Chhom Sambat one of the children who participated
in this celebration wished Fr. Vincent a Happy birthday and
thanked him for his kindness with these words; “Our be-
loved father , thank you so much for being here with us for
several years. You have helped our community so much.
May God bless you with good health, wisdom and strengh.
We love you father ”.

Father Vincent expressed his excitement with joy ,by

%

saying, “ today, | am very happy that you all are here
with me. You have given me a good surprise ”.

Fr. Vincent thanked everyone for their kind words and
gifts . He mentioned that, even thought this is a small com-
munity the people have given him a big celebration for his

birthday. - Rathana
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Inaugurafidn of Saint Mary
kindergarten at
Saint Joseph Parish

Saint Mary kindergarten which located at St. Joseph Parish of
the PhsarTauch compound was officially open on November
2013 . It was presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
, Fr. Bruno Cosme Saint Joseph Parish priest.

During the opening, the parents showed their sincere grati-
tude to the supporters who had provided education to their
children and love them from their hearts. They told that ,one
month that their children have participated in the school
program, they observed that, the attitude of their kids have
changed, they can be have better after they received the
educational service from the Catholic School.

Fr. Bruno Cosme, the priest in charge said that, Saint Mary
kindergarten has been accepted the students to study since
almost one month. He pointed out that, while they all are
here, beside they practice to sing and dance, they also learn
to behave with the good manner with their friends, family
and others. Furthermore, they have more times to establish a
close relation among their friends at school. It is a good signifi-
cance for the Catholic Community establishes a close relation-
ship and corporate well with the parents, the teachers and the
school leaders in order to work together closely to help the
kids to have a better future.

Sr. Chantha, the director of the school explained that , we are
here at school really care and love all their kids , and we want
their parent also at home to regularly encourage and provide
the warm advice to them coming to the school where they
can see their kids growing well both thier knowledge and the

attitude. -Dalys
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First year Anniversary of “ Our
Lady of Mekong” (Areyksat )

About 1,000 Catholics from different places in Cambodia and
Vietnam came together at Holy Eucharist of the First anni-
versary Feast of the Virgin Mary of Mekong River, at Areyksat
Parish ( Virgin Mary: Mother of Peace) on November 21
2013, this mass was presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmit-
thaeusler, the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh and 26 priests.
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler said to people in his homily
that, “To build our Church as a peaceful family, we have to
follow the good example of Virgin Mary who offered herself
to God from her heart and remember the facts at all times”.
He added that, “Afew weeks ago, the Holy Father Pope
Francis prays and offers the world to Our Lady because she
Loves and Cares about the Church. And we first also offer the
Cambodian Church to her.

He continues that, in the near future Fr. Custavo Adrian
Benitez will be a priest in charge of this parish and he will
prepare a place to pray for welcoming all pilgrimages and the
Catholics worship on Our LADY of Mekong and ask her to light-
ening them. Therefore, we should pray to God for His blessing
on this achieved plan and ask Virgin Mary to save us in our
daily lives.

Khveang Phantou, the youth’s leader of this community
explained that, “Mary is a lady who strongly believed in God,
She is our good example. The youths have established the
new life through this belief. Today, | receive a great meaning
for my life; | can see that my faith is grown stronger. | have

trusted on Jesus Christ, and proud to be Catholic.

By Dalys
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Vat Champa Parish Celebrates
the Feast Day of

Saint Francis Xavier

On December 4" 2013, a total of 300 Catholics under led
of Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, the priest in charge pilgrimages
with holding the status of Saint Francis Xavier archangel the
village to Saint Francis Xavier Parish located at Chroy Ampil,
Kbal Koh, kienswai, kandal province. The purpose of doing
this is to celebration the Feast Day of Saint Francis Xavier in
order to thank Him for His protection of the villagers. Fr. Wera-
chai had blessed individual houses of the Catholics and they
each had putting the picture of Saint Francis Xavier in front
their houses in order to allow father to bless on their hous-
es. They prayed and asked Saint Xavier to bless their village.
Fr. Werachai said that, the Catholics here pilgrimaged with
holding the status of Saint Francis Xavier together with
prayer because the church over the world celebrate the
Feast Day of Saint Francis Xavier. Beside that, the Catho-
lics here had also chosen Him as their patron. Through
Him we gather to pray for the peace in the village in coun-
try and to help individual to open heart to welcome and
accept Jesus on our lives. Being together to proclaim the
good news to our brothers and sisters that will call by our
father and establish a close relationship with each others.
Father also reminded about the story of Chompar commu-
nity in 20th century that, the landslide river often making
the villagers felt nervous with the movement of its nature.
Seeing this, Sr. Martin, the Vietnamese sister along with
the Catholics took the status of Saint Francis Xavier walk-
ing around the Mekong River. Since then, the land is not no
longer broken. Through this happening, the Catholics in this

village have strong faith and hope in Saint Francis Xavier.

By: Ly Ly
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Bishop Olivier:
Together Build a Bridge
of Life

Good Shepherd Church (RongChak) inaugurates a New
Bridge held on December 1% 2013 presided over by Bish-
op Olivier Schmitthaeusler and His Excellency Archbishop
Paul, the Apostolic Nuncio to Cambodia and about 300
participants joined in this inauguration of the new bridge.
Mr. Khaw, the pastoral committee of Rong Chak parish said
that, “we spend a sum amount of 15, 262 US dollars for
this news bridge that was supported by Bishop Olivier, the
priests and the generosity of the Catholics families from
Vietnam who shared their blessing for Cambodian people”.
He added that this new bridge is provided a most help for the
villagers who are living around this area both Catholics and
Buddhist. Before they have this bridge, they have to go across
the river by boat and now they can save after they have it.
During the celebration, Bishop Olivier thanks to the commit-
tees, the priests and the generous people who support this
project. While Bishop blesses the bridge he had given three
points for reflection: Firstly, to be a bridge of life, we have to
establish a relationship with other. To love and give hope to
people. Secondly, to change our mind and build a new world
as the words in the Gospel want us to do. Thirdly, to be very at-
tentive with prayer and serving the other as we serve our Lord.
His Excellency Archbishop Paul Tschang In-Nam explained
that, “even we are from different nations, but as we are to-
gether as one, we are in the family of God”. He admired to
the villagers who received this new bridge and wanted them
to be a bridge of life. At the end, Archbishop Paul blessed
the participants in the name of the Holy Father Pope Francis.
Good Shepherd Church (RongChak) established in 2004 and

inaugurated of new Church in 2011.

By: Sovanna
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Inauguration of the New
Dormitory Buildings for
Secondary Studnet

A new dormitory building for secondary student at Koh Sla
parish, SrelLeav, Tropeang Thleang, Chhuk, Kampot province
was inaugurated on November 30% 2013 presided by Fr.
Gianluca Tavola, the priest in charge of Kompot and Kep pas-
toral center, including the principleof the secondary School ,
the chief villager and the villagers of Kohsla.

Fr. Gianluca said that, “While the students stay at the center,
the education that they will receive is depended on the quality
leader of the person in charge of the center, while they are at
school they are depended on the effort of the teachers and at
home they are depended on the guidance of their parents”.
He specifically added that, | don’t want to hear the students
here said that “ | stop my study”. He pointed out that, in order
to avoid this problem, the parents , the teachers and the co-
ordinator of the center have to work together to help them to
be good, so then they will have a bright future.

Mr. Sun Houy, a father of a student who is currently staying
at the center showed his excitement with joy to see his child
has opportunity to study and stay in the center with the other
students where they are helped to develop both knowledge
and attitude.

He pointed out that, “ without this help my child apparently
stops going to school because it is very far from my house”.
Since, 2011, Saint Paul parish of KohSla has been accepted
students to continue their studies at Koh Sla Secondary School
with providing a free service charge for their dormitory. Now-
adays, this number has grown from 7 students to 28 poor
students who are currently staying in the center. Out of that

Koe Phouk

number 12 of them are female.

B8
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Treng Trayeng Youths
Share Love to the
Villagers

During the advent season, on November 18", 2013
the youths in the Treng Trayueng Catholic commu-
nity visited the villagers about 10 kilo meter from
Tren Trayueng Parish in Kompong Spue province,
they brought clothes and Christmas gift to the el-
derly and children.

Mr. Leng Hong, Team leader said that we used to vis-
it villagers since 2012. The purpose is to share our
joy and love to our brothers and sisters who are liv-
ing near by our Church. This activity was supported
from the effort of our youths here and the generos-
ity of the Catholics from Phnom Penh donated to us
through our parish priest Father Un Son.

Ms. Thoen Raneath, a youths member said that,
“this is my first time to join this visit, | am so happy
to meet people and to help the poor in needs.

She continues that “I’'m not a Catholic”, but I'm so
happy to join in this activity, it helps us to work to-
gether in solidarity to share our love and joy to the
other. Seeing their situation, | f eel | love them”.
She expressed that, next time she will invite her
friends to participate this activity with the Catholic
youth.

LengHeng
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A diaconal ordination ceremony of

A\  Br. Joseph Moung Ros

g:%nd Br. John Mary Phan Borey / :

| On November 23" 2013, at St. Joseph'’s parish of the PhsarTauch celebrated its special ceremony for Br. Joseph Moung Ros
and Br. John Mary Phan Borey to be ordained as deacons. There are about 2,000 Catholics from the three Church jurisdictions
in Cambodia joined in this ceremony and we thank God and pray for His blessing on new deacon assignments of serving the
| Church. The mass was presided over by the three bishops of the Church in Cambodia.
3 Bishop Olivier said that, “today, we thank God with Joy, because our two beloved brothers to be ordained as deacon”. He

; continues with advised to new deacons that to be a “Deacon” have to: 1- Servant, humble and good heart to love the other.
2- Servant with prayer. 3- Servant and Listen to other. 4- Servant with love and understand the other. 5- Warm heart Ser-
vant. 6- Servant with suffer and carry a cross walk with Jesus. 7- Servant with Joyful. 8- A servant full of Love and passion

of Christ.
During the celebration, the two brothers proclaim that they two will live with passion as what Jesus Christ had done. To serve
the communion (Body and blood of Christ). They take more time to pray and thank God for His blessing to each one of them.
Together, they will serve the Catholic Church with charity and humble.
At the end of the ceremony, the two brothers showed their sincere gratitude to the priests, brothers, sisters, local and inter-
national guests for their great times and their prayer. While they two receive the new assignment from their each diocese,

they asked all the Catholics to continue to pray for them to ask God blessing them with the news mission. Srey Pov

—
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Bishop Olivier: Catholic
has right and ability to
receive the Kindom of God

A total 300 Catholics attended the mass to join
in the Feast Day of Jesus Christ who was born as a man
and gave His life to save us , held at Child Jesus parish,
Boueng Tumpong, presided by Bishop Olivier, Bishop
of Phnom Penh diocese and Father Mario Ghizzi parish
priest, on November 24t 2013.

During the homily, Bishop Olivier said that, “we
have right and ability to receive the kingdom of God
which is a special piece of His inhesitance to share to
us because we are the sons and daughters of God”.
Bishop pointed out that, according to the gospel
today: “Be together as the community”, it meant that,
the priests and the prophets together serve the poor
as they are the King who are assigned by God, as what
Jesus had done with His fellowmen.

Bishop Olivier also reminded about diaconal ordi-
nation ceremony of Br. Joseph Moung Ros and Br. John
Marie Vianney Phan Borey on November 23, 2013
what enlighten us about Jesus is a servant. So we all
must be humble and served the other who need us to
pray with love and warm heart. We are the servant of
God who serves His people with love and passion and
through this; we have seen the resurrection of Jesus
Christ after He gave His life to save us.

Bishop Oliver added that when Jesus was on the
cross, he was suffered, he was asked to forgive and
save by a man on the cross near by him: “Jesus please
remembers me”and Jesus forgives him. This is an in-
heritance what we have received from Our Lord and
as we are His servant, we each has to serve His people
through showing mercy and forgiveness.

By : Dalys
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Saint There§
Parish of Boeung Chouk

A new building of Saint Theresa Parish of Boeung Chouc
is located at Svai Rolom; Sa Ang of Kandal province will hold
its inauguration on December 28" 2013 and will be presided
by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of Phnom Penh
diocese.

Mr. Chea Kemlong, the Pastoral Committee said that, after
Fr. Pete Levan Tinh, the priest in charge of the community re-
ceived the donation with a total amount of 30, 000 US from
Francisco organization which based from the United State for
this new building project, the committee of the Community
had used this budget to construct the new building and repair
the old building in order to have a new look in the community.
All the Catholics are happy to see that their community have
established a new building because they will have enough
space for the church’s activities. He added that since 2003
to 2013, the number of Catholics in the community has in-
creased from 40 to 80 Catholics.

He pointed out, “ This beautiful building is strongly
supported and constructed by the organization and the coop-
eration of the Catholics members here have put their great ef-
forts to help the church. As | am one of the committees here,
| would like to invite the priests, brothers and sisters from dif-
ferent places to join this celebration with us in order to thank

God and pray for the future improvement of our community”.

By: Sothirith
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Saint Paul Institute holds its special events:
the Inauguration of the new Dormitory
Buildings and the
Certificate distribution

On November 28t 2013, Saint Paul Institute held its spe-

cial events for the inauguration of the new dormitory build-
ings and the certificate distribution to the associate degree of
the generation 4 students who graduated from agriculture.
These two special events held at Tramkork district, Takeo
province, was officially presided over by His Excellency Arch-
bishop Paul Tschang In-Nam, Apostolic Nuncio and all Bishops
of Laos and Cambodia (CELAC) .
His Excellency Archbishop Paul, the delegation of the Holy Fa-
ther Pope Francis delivered a meaningful message to the stu-
dents, “the students, beside gaining knowledge, they should
prepare their hearts for the common good of human being, to
be honest with their studies, to love justice, to share and serve
the other and to fight with injustice in order to maintain their
values and bring the good to the people in the world”.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom
Penh said that, “The Cambodian Catholic Church has been
connected its mission to the lives of Cambodian people espe-
cially to help them grow strongly. As the results of our study,
80% of students of Saint Paul Institute are not able to support
themselves to study at Phnom Penh City. But while they are
here with our school, we strive our best to give a better edu-
cation to each one of them. Even their parents are also happy
with this help. Therefore, it revealed that, God has lightened
our work step by step to help our brothers and sisters who are
not capable to study by their own.

Mr. Svay Rithy, one of the students at Saint Paul Institute and
is currently staying at this dormitory said that, “my house is far
from here | have ability to study because the school provides
me the free service charge. While | am here, | can have time to
study, to do research and discuss with my friends to improve
our studies. We live together as one family, we share, love
and understand each other well especially, beside we follow
the program we have at school, we also follow the program at
the center which has also organized some activities for us
in order to help individual student to be more openly talked
about our society and live independently” .
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Peace Vlllagers Trlp to
Sihanouk Ville

On December 10* 2013 was the international
Human Right Day, Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler,
apostolic vicar of Phnom Penh diocese and
Founder of the village, had led 150 villagers: 28
HIV/Aids, 63 Children with disability, 11 staff, 5
students from Saint Paul Institute and the parents
of the children with disability to join the annual
outing to the beach at Sihanouk province.

Mrs. Moung Sopheap, the director of Dycfe
organization and the person in charge of Sok San
village said that, “ Through this outing, they all
feel relax because while they are here, they can
absorb the fresh air and they can establish a close
relation with each other as being together as one
family. The smile from each one of them showed
that, they are Joyful and peace as the given name
of Peace (SukSan) village”.

The happiness revealed among children with
disability could not walk and swim as the other,
Bishop Olivier and volunteers from Saint Paul
Institute put their great efforts to lead the
activity to be joyful especially they helped children

to swim and play on the beach even they cannot
-Sothirith

do by themselves.
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Federation of Asian Bishop
Conference Organizes a Camp for
the Asian Youths 1 in Cambodia

A total of 70 youths from Thai, Vietnam and Lao and 15
Cambodian Youths from Phnom Penh, Battambong and Kom-
pong Cham camped in Cambodia in order to study abouth the
Basic Ecclesial Communities and train them to be a resource
to establish a relation with the youths in each community
that were led by Federation Asian Bishop Conference and
coordination with the Youth Officer held on December 8%
2013 located at Phnom Penh Thmey, Sen Sok, Phnom Penh.
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, during His homily welcomed
and encouraged with his kind words, “We can establish this
community because Jesus Christ is with each one of us”. He
teaches us about love and gives each one of us a new life.
Although we face with difficulty, we are weak and have
different languages that were not easy for us to have a clear
information from each other but we still go on with the
program in order to share our experience to each other, to be
together as ones and to be a witnesses of our faith.

Ravy, one of the youths who participated in the camp for
one week said that he is really happy to be part in this pro-
gram because all the programs are important to help the
youths from different countries. He added that before, he
had never known what is the meaning of the Basic Ecclesial
Communities? But now he understands that, it is a group
that responsible to implement the four element tasks for the
community. Firstly, it is to care about those who live around
us. Secondly, it is to listen the words of God. Thirdly, it is to
establish a close relation with the global churches. Lastly, it
is to serve and to be active in helping the others. He added
that, through the experience that he learns from a one week
together with the other youths from different countries, he
also wants to establish this group in his community as well.
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
95 ¢ HAyMisip:wnasSInao Sharguansd 1 Dec :Mass at RongChak - Bleesing of the new
imesivimangnEga ShinaHAQU bridge with the Apostolic Nuncio
Vg wlaEsEIMIMERA (CACD) 2 Dec : Retreat of Catholic Alliance for Charity and
v iy, —— 5 Development
Mg & PRNYWIMNEREAERIS gﬁmwmsﬁn wi 3Dec :Meeting with St Francois Teachers
rAymiinngiin§magswinsma (FABCisiinmd Opening Mass for FABC Youth at PP Thmey
G-9 4 ¢ NEMARBWINSHA (FABC) isidinmg 4-6 Dec : FABC Youth Seminar
¢g ¢ pRidapmasian sihsnmywwtidaduonpy S Dec  :Mission Council :
migmasuisigmigtiauinmgo 2 lst. Night of Ptjayler fOi.‘ Vocatmnsl- St Joseph
o 7Dec : Christmas at Missionaries of Charity Sisters -
g o fiyanjn W aEIsigcuh{smaamy§iyg Mooy
g ¢ sAgmisipdmiugtiougpne SUATRUIN)RISISAN g Dec - Holy Mass at St Joseph
ngeamA Feast at Claire Amitie
eu 3 wislgiueang Shutmuwanpnoiisienanswgin 9 Dec @ Meeting at Peace Village
20§ + dffmgieinap:Snshyuneidndaemg Meeting with St Paul Professors
995 : pinywidaissanumadan gin s Apam 10 Dec .:fjilf;ltdﬁlhanoukv1lle with all Peace Village
HT@M? 11 Dec : Meeting with Students Catholic Center
20§ ¢ WHABAN Committee Advent Conference
omg ¢ siamasisinemisu 12 Dec : Meeting of the Episcopal Council

96-9¢g ¢ sAyMsi:vnAsSigasapipeugapiweg 13 Dec : Carmel - Retreat
obg & iRRRYAMYWRLNES gamIng 14-15 Dec: Chrey Thom - Holy Mass and Vows of

criaf) uHAYS UMW U EIsTanans st Saceed Hoartfwety
NUNUAYAWHTINAISTEN NS URY 16 Dec : Christmas at Prison - Sihanoukville (am)

oG 3 I frftyawRpNEsingamisgmint Holy Mass and Christmas at St PAul
nafuAfyanewuapaogatiqeis Institute (4pm)
Bambino Gesu 17 Dec : Christmas at Prison - Takeo (am)
o6y wAym ShdAnon)amywmiudwsda mags ((J}hristgas)for sick children at Bambino
esu (pm
ﬁjijgrﬁn‘]m"iw:%m%l e R 18 Dec : Holy Mass and Christmas with Diocesan
98F & [UHSUANIANAHAMI HAY Shudishisifgnniw Offices
wog ¢ N indiEyanwGuyEOEURRIRERS 19 Dec : Mission Council
BANUURETIIMAINMINYIC] Holy Mass and Conference at Major
snuitaf) wAyan WA RN gwa nHLiES) Seminary
Stis 20 Dec : Christmas with poor at Chom Chaov
wog s [PRUI) S1sTan nHOTES) gt ﬁjjs DURNGHRARNS éﬁ?;tiﬁg;ﬁﬁgﬂ?&cg o
toattuap:agusithénsShifyanpawSuas 21 Dec : Teach at St Justin (am)
mywviminy Lectio Divina at Boeung Toupun
omg  : ARy W uaphywanERuyminiSim Chﬁsmas W_ith M_ichael
A 73Dos ; Christmas st Kindergaden (Tokew)
veg [j YRy AIRISRAL: A0S Christmas at St Franr%:ois High School
beg & HAGMYANLA: WRARISimind __  24Dec :Christmas Holy Mass at Sihanoukville
Vo g  : NRUAYNSIWRUNA NNUBSAYOENSHEAT 25 Dec : Christmas Holy Mass at Takeo
psigmig)aming 26 Dec : Christimas for Old People and Poor
vog ¢ pagandpdumisitaaga Families at Chomkarcheang
veg t 53nndn Tumidisiipme 28 Dec : Blessing of the Church at Boeung Chouk

29 Dec : Blessing of the Church at Prey Dach

s bm €y
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