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Dear brothers and sisters

In this New Year greetings season, | pray our almighty God to bless all of you and
your families to stay on peace and joy with Jesus Christ our Life. Since Sunday 12
January, we entered in Years of Charity ! It would be a time a grace for our Church
in Phnom Penh to renew our testimony in our God who loves us and forgives
us. Let us pray for each others to build our church through the Will of God.

Blessings,

Let our Church be Communion

“That they may be one as we are one ... (Jn 17,22)

Two thousand years ago, Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom of God. We are heirs
of the kingdom which calls all humanity to reconcile, to live together in brotherhood
and peace. Our Church in Cambodia is rich in cultural and social diversity. More
than ever, we are called to live as brothers and sisters, to reconcile our differences,
and to live in our flesh the experience of the Church as the Body of Christ. We
must form a communion with God and in God, where everyone has a place
and everyone sees the other as a brother or sister to love in truth and action.
The Church is not communitarian, the Church is communion. These years of
Charity will help us to make concrete the sign of our communion in each
of our communities.

+Olivier SCHMITTHEAUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate phnom Penh
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Olivier: Let’s Act As Stone Of
Life to Build Our Church

Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of Phnom Penh, along with
priests of the Franciscan community from the United States
and Vietnam and 600 Christians, local and international,
attended the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation
for 24 Christians, three of them from the Toul Krasang
Church. The administering of the Sacrament took place at
the inauguration of St. Therese of the Child Jesus church,
Boeung Chhouk, in Muoy village, Svay Rolum commune,
Sa’ang district, Kandal province, on December 28", 2013.

Mr Kim Long, representing the committee Boeung Chhouk
church of St. Therese said, “l am very happy that the 24 of the
faithful were confirmed and that we celebrate the inauguration
of our new church. | feel very heartened to see us all united
in love. The committee would like to express our thanks
to the Bishop, to all the donors, to Brother Yong and all our
communityfor burning their hands and feet to build
the church!”

On the occasion the Bishop proposed to the community
to “Act as stone on which to build our church. Now Beung
Chhouk has a new church building and that gives us joy and
the strength to praise and thank God. Our Christian role is to
act as stones, foundations, for prayer, gathering to praise God,
to pray the rosary together, to deepen our relationship with
God. Like the Apostles we proclaim the Good News and while
the church has many doors all are invited to enter, to hear the
Good News. And we are called to show mercy to social outcasts,
being God’s agents and helping to build a new society.”

At the end Bishop Olivier extended his thanks to priests

to visitors and to all who had any part in building the Church.




BRONESHE TRV ES

Pastroal Center; of Tonle Mekong

RERSINSE (RISTNINE HOAR (FNSTED)

©@tunitug shes Rumsdnagmsiasinn

MINSIGEVE GVOIMIMEHRUAMNIUATIANAHA
MUt ﬁﬁﬁff}iﬁ jsmhgwymogisunasswh
ey RueAlngamigia Shifjanmy (e
vinsema SUHSIMAUHANTCO0NA

she o SEhALN:AYMISGUSAFIANIN:
NEENIHnNEERVE Ln:mﬁgéﬁnﬁﬁgh(anﬁ'mﬁ)
MSOUIREAAAISTANE 9EEm ihwinnAgIoy B8
SAMms §hm*ﬁqﬁnmij§s nsémil Shmsuglinoyw
ifgiuiths ShwAythy Aligah@oges palunis:
N SMIG R UG ER 4 %ﬁﬁg]S@Uﬁ SHONa
mAflvasiginign idumsdmamindped pdunng
PWinagigs gUEIL00G [ABURUNENANN Juih
gwanassiyialy asénigwaighupodivne
miakins  oOUiRgewo99 Shidulaum
Mufigé WE § Woomis: swdamwiimiuusss
Glalulals! ﬁlnjmmrgmts?ﬁ MYMIUAKIUAI:
nnasS [ednaunas|nidy jehywiRnuise
Bi ShHgmnARRiR

IMNAHOTIW NSNSUAMAST ¢ 1S:AMAMuYW
g gt R UAREMWwEy  Runs
geufifneny  btAminInaSTumidytis:
inavgig)ats  ubhmspdunid  Achdnniwyp
o unags Sk ipanisfiampanid Woian
stepbhuinminiuhysiiglas  dpepaiayw
Antus 1 ghilmig)a sisqaatyeisiagotu [nh
fiey SurdimunysipaguiniegAnfaniann T:Aakd
STampspant uaan:p:nass Shi{ganigh o
gs 1 IAEAMNUMAIEat : (i aovAniam
ysay gjuyueSagpUtAan S eigitei g
AYWRNIBNHY 9

Al Whmann:agmipnduming #1eS Mse)
Rt ¢ agiis: ibnwspdunifiiumoebaguis
HEths ShrAum 1anmuguly Dusibiesiavhysd)a
amy fﬁﬁ941&11sf_ajﬁm'ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁsgmﬁiﬁﬁtsjuﬁm{qujg
#S{AUTRS [BIANH MOSIAY

-~

Bie

& s

JUG#: CSC

(=)

. & >
Inauguration of Church of St.
Antoine at Kompong Chamlang

The Church of St. Antoine in Prek Tonloap village, Prek
Dach commune in Leuk Dek district, was officially inaugurated
on 29" December, 2013. The ceremony was presided by
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler along with a Franciscan
priest from the United States and Vietnam as well
800 Christians.
The Kompong Chamlang Church (Prek Dach) was built in
1993 by Fr. Chinh Nunan and Fr. Tin who bought the land
with a small room for prayer and Mass. But in 1999, the

as some international and local

Church had to be renovated after massive flooding. Some
years later the area was hit by a mass landslide and so the
project was moved away from the riverbank. In 2004, the
La Salle Brothers, along with the Franciscan community
bought a piece of land to build a proper church building.
The construction work began in 2011 and was completed
in December 2013 at a cost of US$22,377.00. Here again
the Fransciscan community along with international and
local Christians, donated funds to build the church. This
information on the background of this church was provided
by Mr. Thanh a member of the church building committee.

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, in his address said that
this was an occasion to thank God for the Spiritual and
physical strength given by Him during the construction and
opening of this new church. He further added, “We have a
new church, which is a joy and a source of life in building
a new family leading us to become members of one family.
On the other hand, this coming October His Holiness Pope
Francis will invite Christians all over the world to reflect
on family life within the Church and the world.” He reminded
all present that God was incarnated to unite people
of all races to be one extended family in His name.

Mr. Um Yong, a committe member of St. Antoine church
expressed his joy with these words, “Now we have a new
church that enables us to gather for prayer and for Eucharistic
celebration on weekends.” He pointed out that before
therewere only Vietnamese Catholics butnow two Cambodians
are attending Catechism classes and pretty soon there will
be about 30 Catholics in the community.
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Kompot Pastoral Center Shares
Joy with 370 Prisoners

Recently, during Christmas the pastoral center arranged
a program for the distribution of food and household goods
to the 370 inmates in Kompot province under the direct
leadership of Father Gianl ca TAVOLA, Sisters and other
Christians.

Fr. Gianluca TAVOLA, in charge of the center, said to all
the prisoners,“We come to your aid and distriubute food and
household goods for now, in order to celebrate Christmas, to
show love and forgiveness for all people whether the rich, the
poor or those who have sinned. God always offers His grace
so that all people might be converted and live good lives.”

Father said that the practice of bringing gifts to the
prisoners began in 2003. “Our intention is that our Church
holds the Christmas elebration with you in the prison.
We, Christians, visit and share our love with you.”

Fr. Gianluca TAVOLA said, “The Catholic Church plans
visitation twice a year and also cooperates with other
religions to show their unity, social fraternity and mutual
understanding.”

Mr Em Bo, prison director who has not long assumed
the position following his predecessor’s retirement said that
in the Kompot provincial prison there are 370 prisoners,
some of whom are 23 female.

The prison director went on to say that he was happy to
see the Catholic Church pay attention to the inmates and that
he will pave the way for good communication with the
Catholic church.

The gifts for the inmates |nc|uded noodles milk, soap,
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Three Religious groups meet in

dialogue for Peace and Harmony

On December 16,2013, the Kompong Som Catholic Church
arranged a meeting among three major religious groups for a

dialogue to promote and foster peace, harmony. The three

groups represented the Buddhists, the Mulslims and
the Catholics. The gathering were presided by bishop Olivier
of Phnom Penh diocese and Mr. Kang Dinat, president of the
department of Cult and religion of Kompong Som province.
Fr. Un Son, parish priest of the Catholic Church in
Kompong Som who was the programme coordinator
gave a speech of welcome to all guest on behalf of the
He described

the birth of inter-religious organizaions and the goal set

Catholic Church and inter-religious council.

by these organisations, which was meant for all religions

enabling them to unite and help in nation building

. for all to live in peace and harmony.

Buddhist monk Kung Bunchhoeun representing the
Buddhists, in his speech said this was the first time for
him to particpate in such as dialogue and that he was very glad
and was touched to see each religious groups unite with love
for one another.

He went each religion must have mutual respect and love
for each other and to teach people about nation building and
to practice their religious beliefs with respect for others
in order for the society to live in a non-violent atmosphere
in peace and harmony.

Mr. Kang Dinat, president of the department of cult and
religion in Kompong Som province said that “I am very glad
to see people of all relgions unite and cooperate to assist in
nation building. | also would like all to continue this mission
in order to build a nation that lives in peace and fraternity.”

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler said that because of the
lack of dialogue with each other, the society experiences
insecurity without mutual understanding, poverty, injustice,
because people don’t love one another. He added that the
guides in each religion should join hands to form a new world
and a society where there is justice, a nation free of corruption,
a society with mutual respect, which will uplift human rights.
This was the second time that the Catholic Church in Sihanouk
Ville initiated such a programme during the Christmas season.
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Church Offers
Gifts to Elderly

and Poor
- St. Mary of Smiles Church made
donationstothe56elderlypeopleand
| 45 poor families without farmland
from five communes: Trapaing
Kranhoung, Kous, Samrong, Tramkak
and NhaengNhong communes in
| Tramkak district, Takeo province.
Bishop Olivier, Apostolic Vicar of
PhnoPenh, presided at this gathering.
The bishop said, “Each of the elderly
here has more than 80 years of
experience, so please help instruct children to work for sucess
in their lives.” He also asked children and youth to listen to
the elderly and to respect them because they are a precious
resource for Cambodia and for future generations.

At the end, Bishop wished the elderly and the poor, the
volunteer youth and all staff to have hope and joy in their
“It is kind of Father to

always help poor people like me. This is the fourth time

lives by being happy at Christmas.

”

that | received gifts. May all of you be peaceful!” said
Grandmother Sorn 88, from Trapaing Thmor village. Those
December 26 gifts included: flowers, unmilled rice, staple
food and some other necessities. The gathering took place
onthe campus of St. Francis Assisi High Schoolin ChamkarTeang

village, Kous commune, Tramkak district, Takeo province.




LR ESHBTRETIHS

Pastoral Center.of Takeo

ROFGBS6es: "aBIMHANE HaneSSsS

isgBmadinenmsiusiaguiaieen
§ﬁ%ﬁﬁ€itnmwtd?ﬁ“ PERIE) R

9
Brueafiatss LDENA ANININIGISEA ISIAkNgS
mipm ﬁitmtﬁmS”]iHim:m grugEipUAMME NS
G990 Anganas Aansamus SURNAMSIAN

Admwey Ais:ig imuiigdon fegnghiei
isimunivimauaiana gitiw sAnup:onass §

agmading Swinna A HiRk HSumsy§aymi
Shanwe iegminiy

INA Wa 0183 HSUMSNgImigamini MSnSyd
aas§  ShnmaniupAsAhesiiuasigaime
WRINURNYANINST ShITARMIMMWERUSANAHN
Hey  SagmighfmeiBmmeny)uanuPigsd
B )

A A i BspaSainss§ingmi Shanus

epniigt  IANSIGRIpARIOME  TRun:
wnasSMana msifungiis:igh Shauiman

isiasa ﬁ RYIS: 9 INAUST B§agmI Shanaus
SO Sﬁ]U Agiiis: Mywuhysenfinnig
islang Al mﬂ'ﬁﬁ’mSLUfLﬂmSI?]”TSUhUS gafin
QuHER  yewabaeama  awsiSedihmns
wofae Miwofaegimw Shinofnegida v
IMNAIMS MAs BspMmaSidasn Egsnjﬁ
gIo bkmuhysSue abhnsinmily gl
tayw Ao 81 DY mewanSiuaing §o i
HAMUALN: IR ¢ " alkmulysShm hwitdh
Multys BN MUBYSHEHD SHau: WRS
BruulsRaiig © mmiia samubysfamfandy
nealy AnsalgewnmarisaimspaaSivaiang
HADU HUTIW IRuugnAvigeiaimsenfingiina 4
INAUSD aBwAtagAmA Shaasinliugs e Anthey
g8t "nswugmn ifmsagd Anaiiiad
mireswsamn fwingafeusuhifigian eio:
FUSNME 1o:AMBEAMITT aslamAaE Ark
Tag Wejinmoighmnaetssn 1 MARAOL
UgBhMSINGSMANMAT IRUMSITMUNMIVGA
epm §hméts¢mmmﬁcﬁvhg8‘1 AMRRAN S
NeUIs: MINUIGTHe g 1woRNY ShEMNTRUNW

& s

a:9~

0 aginm

(s)

Bishop Olivier: “Let’s wake up!
Let’s build a new life!”

At Christmas the Catholic Church’s pastoral centre in

Takeo province organized a visit and gifts for 269 provincial
prison inmates, 8 of whom were female. The religious
representatives who attended, included Buddhists, Moslems
and Christians. Bishop Olivier and Mr Kaom Dampeng, deputy
director of the Department of Cult and Religions in Takeo
province presided. This ceremony took place on December 17.

Mr Khuot Khandina, deputy director of the prison in Takeo
welcomedthe visitorsand expressed his thanks to allfor making
the occasion, for their time and for the gifts for all inmates

Mr Kaom Dampeng, speaking on behalf of the Department
of Cult and Religion said that he was delighted that the
Church had arranged the programme. He went on to say
that the department of cult and religion doesn’t get involved
with the prisoners but he urged all the inmates, “to stay
focused: religion leads to peace, physical and spiritual.”

Imam Matyet encouraged the inmates saying, “Remember
that we are brothers with each other; we have an original
father, an original mother, Adam and Eve.” While Mr Ouch
Rotha, a protestant pastor added, “We are brethren, we are
your brothers and we love all of you. May God bless you.”

Bishop Olivier stressed to all the inmates, “True, we are
all brothers, and our lives have values, high values. Please
stay focused and try hard to reform your ways. Say to yourself,
| have the capacity to serve as a new human being, to
begin and build a new life. When leaving the centre,
you can if you want to help your friends by renouncing the
wrong path, by loving one another, by building a new family.
Let’s wake up and start building a new life so that we can
all live in harmony.” The bishop finished by saying “For
Christians this is a time of hope and joy and we are proud

to be among you sharing our love, as your brothers.”
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh announces “Year of Char-
ity” for three consecutive years

The Year of Charity lasting three consecutive years from
2014 to 2016 was solemnly announced for the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The special ceremony presided over
by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler in the presence of Kompong
Cham, Battombong diocesan Bishops of the Catholic Church
and some 1,400 invited Christians as well. This ceremony
was held on January 12, 2014 at the Dey Thmey, Pastoral
Centre of Phnom Penh diocese, Chres village, Phnom Penh

Thmey district. In his homily, Bishop Oliver, the bishop of
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Phnom Penh called on Christians as well as members of the
Congregation present to pay great attention to this event by
showing charity according to the Scripture passage where
a Samaritan asks Jesus this question “who is my brethren?
” The bishop went on to say that, “an experience that
our society goes through today, leads us to be fearful
and to mind our own business.” The Church guides
all who have reflected together on the Year of Faith
one vyear ago to somehow demonstrate the work
resulting from faith and charity towards others. The Bishop
also urged the faithful of the Church to be united with her as
one because it had taken root in Cambodia and is committed to
serve society to the best of her ability and continue to spread

the Good News and live a prayerful life. The year 2014, is a time
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for the Iocal church to thank God and reflect on the Pastoral

initiatives undertaken and to evaluate these efforts that
has been carried out. “The opening of the year of charity
is very good and all are joyful as it will open the hearts and
minds of the faithful,” said Mr Kol Cheang, Council chairman
for Takeo pastoral center. “For me, | always think and accept
what Bishop has shared and make a joint reflection for
the good of the Church as all can try hard to bring the
good news to others, ” he went on to say.

Mr Duong Savon, the person in charge of the Catholic
Church’s catechetical center said, “What Bishop Olivier said in
hishomilyatthe ceremonyis somethinglagree with completely
as he also has plans to produce two more catechist books to

be sent to the provinces to enable Christians to understand
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the faith and spread God’s Good News to a wider audience.
If they understand the Good News well, they will be able to
be bold enough to spread God'’s love and mercy.” “We have
to continue helping the sick, taking care of them because
the year of faith is also to engage in such activities for us to
move forward,” said a member of Quebec lay missionary
group who is also the coordinator of health committee,
when Mrs Betty spoke of the goal for the year of faith. “The
year of faith encourages us to be faithfully active like Jesus
when He revealed His Father’s love and mercy to all people.
And this ceremony helps us contemplate on our activities
and to show something to all by living our daily lives
lovingly and with mercy even if it is a small effort. ” said Mr

San Saroeun.
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Bishop Olivier: Advent, an
Opportunity to Repent and
Prepare

At a gathering of catholic students from the Church and St

Clara students centres on December 11, 2013, Bishop Olivier
spoke about the place and meaning of Advent in our lives.

Bishop Olivier offered three points for reflection about
Advent, time of repentance and preparation: 1- Often we are
quick to pass judgement on others, but to reflect deeply on
ourselves is to find we too are limited and sinful. Our view
of others must include our wish to help them and ourselves
to be happy and open to new life; 2- God is with us, in pain and
problems, in joy and good times. We pray, asking how to find
and do God’s will, believing that God walks with us always;
3- We make time to reflect on how to know ourselves better,
how to be a bridge for relationships, with others, with other
religions. We pray to recognize that we are Cambodian
and we are Christian wanting to strengthen our faith as
disciples of Jesus.

Bishop Olivier reminded us, “Everyear there are 40
days of Advent.

Every year therefore the Church offers

opportunities to reflect on and change our lives.”

Mrs Ly Sri, person in charge of students of St. Clara centre
and coordintor of the seminar said that, “This programme
isvery good for the students and a very good example of the

Bishop caring for the catholic people with his instruction

and guidance.”
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St. Egidio Association hosts
party for poor Children

The association of St. Egidio in Cambodia hosted a
Christmas party for 500 poor children located in Boeung
Tumpon, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh on 29 December.

Mr Chin Sang, a head of the association of St. Egidio,
said: “ the aim of this programme was to give children an
opportunity to establish friendship with one another by
engaging in activities like games, having meals together
and gathering to offer prayer to God, especially to show
love for others.” He went on to say that this was the fifth
time that the association of the Child Jesus Parish in
Boeung Tumpon hosted this function for poor children.

One of the children Pov Thavat, 6, who attended this party
expressed gladness by saying, “l do have feelings of joy to have
the opportunity to engage with other children as | did last year.
Today | engaged in activities like hygiene, games and having
meals together, which the older people created for our joy.”

The association of St. Egidio was established in Cambodia
in 2007 and started of with five members. At present,
there are some 20 members and the overall aim of the
association is to help the poor by visiting them and praying

together asking for God’s help for the poor have a better life.
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Kite Flying Competition To
Strengthen Friendship
Some 500 people entered a kite flying competition

organised by St Mary of Smiles Church. A total of 95
competitors from villages in Tramp Kork district, Takeo

province and from Kompot province took part in this
competition

Mr Meak Sorn, the organising Committe Chairman said
that the kite flying contest dates back to 2010 and was
carried out as part of the Christmas celebration to foster the
sharing of joy, love, solidarity, frienship and brethrenhood.

Mr Koam Dampheng, vice president of the department of
cult and religion expressed his joy at attending this program,
the the
cultural heritage, but also something more important which

because program can not only maintain

is to establish good relationships in the society without
He added that “though
we have different religions and races,

discrimination against each other.
I am proud to
see so many brethren coming from all corners and
places in our society with smiles of joy on their faces.”

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler commented that a good
and meaningful aspect of this event is forming of a new society
of abundant lives. The kite flying contest was held on 26th

December, 2013. The winners who won the number one
trophy obtained 200,000 Riels, number two 170,000 Riels,
number three 140,000 Riels, number four 120,000 Riels
and number five 100,000 Riels. However, others who didn’t
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Celebration of Noel at Phsar
Toich Church

Phsar Toich’s St.Joseph’s Church joyfully celebrated

Christmas on the night of December 24. There were
many participants, national and international. Fr Bruno
COSME, the pastor of St Joseph’s, presided over the event.
The programme began with Yike performance of the

birth of Jesus by the youth of Phsar Toich. The Church
has played the Yike over the past 2 years, a reflection of
Cambodian traditonal arts accompanying soft, beautiful
singing: a particular contribution to the preservation
and the promotion of traditional Cambodian culture.
Before mass Father Bruno welcomed all the Christians
declaring that “On this night we receive Jesus, born
of Mary. We celebrate receiving Jesus for the year of
2000 and again, now, this night. We Christians rejoice
faith in Christ, child

Father Bruno reminded us that “Jesus has come to us in

in our Jesus in the Jesus.”
unlikely ways: darkness, a stable, shepherds, the light of the
stars. Jesus has come to us incarnated in poverty. We
Christians should pay attention to these small signs of His
presence around us.”

Brother Se Sat, a seminarian at the major seminary in
Cambodia said, “In the night of Jesus’ birth, we and all
other Christians alike express our joy in receiving Christ

who has come to give meaning to our lives, to both

those of us coming to Him and those of us finding Him.”
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“Thank You and Goodbye” to
Frs. Mario and Gustavo

An estimated 700 Christians from pastoral district of
southern Phnom Penh gathered at Child Jesus Parish (Boeung
Tumpon) on January 5 to express their gratitude to Fr.
Mario GHEZZI and Fr. Gustavo ADRIAN BENITEZ for taking
care of the district for the last 10 years.

Father Mario GHEZZI and Fr. Gustavo A. Benetez took
care of the churches in the district of southern Phnom
Penh, which has three Churches, namely: Child Jesus Parish
(Boeung Tumpon), Koh Noria Church and Tu Taing Church.

Fr. Mario said that he felt happier now than on the day of his
ordination to the priesthood, because he has done his best to
carry out his responsibilities to build a community of faith and
love. He emphasized that the Church is the root of all progress.

Fr. Mario expressed thanks to God and all Christians for
supporting him and for helping the Church progress both
in faith and Pastoral activities. He also asked the Christians
to continue and maintain each other’s faith, solidarity and to
work together for the Church.

Fr. Gustavo ADRIAN BENITEZ, an assistant priest said that
he would like to thank God for sending him to Cambodia,
a place which became a source of love and education.

Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, the Bishop of Phnom
Penh said, thanking Fr. Mario for helping this district is
appropriate as he had created a sign of a new society to
which, all can look forward to in Cambodia.

The bishop also said that while all are saddened by these
two priests’ departure, the community is happy with what
they have done in this district. He reminded that their
departure is an act of God who has been instrumental
in their Pastoral lives and who now calls them to move
on to build the faith communities in other places.

Fr. Mario GHEZZI was appointed by the Bishop of Pnom
Penh in this new year of 2014.to carry out his Pastoral
mission in Takmao district consisting again of three Churchs.
However, Fr. Gustavo  ADRIAN BENITEZ was assigned

to serve in the district of northern Phnom Penh.
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