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Let our Church be incarnated
As you have sent me into the world, | also have sent them into the world. (Jn 17,18)

Jesus spent thirty years in Nazareth ... The Good News of Jesus was announced for the first time in 1555 in
Cambodia. The story of the development of the Good News in Cambodia is a long story, marked by the
vicissitudes of history. And our incarnation is not yet complete. Our society is changing, habits are changing,
the family model that was known generations before Pol Pot is changing. The XXI century is present in all
social and economic sectors. The workers’ world is changing rapidly, the rich get richer, the poor have stagnated,
the middle class is growing rapidly. The message of Jesus must be incarnated in this society. It is the duty
of everyone to become attentive to our faith and let it permeate our life and our daily decisions. It is the same
for pastoral workers wishing to work in Cambodia. We can not ignore the study of the language and the
understanding of Cambodia through its culture, its history, its men and women.... Cambodia is entering
this globalized world at breakneck speed, and yet remains a profoundly rural country, steeped in
traditions and rituals. These traditions are part of the heart of every Cambodian, even when they live in the
towns and are connected to all the social networks. Understanding the heart, changing our perspectives,
entering into the mystery of a people, takes time .... | ask each religious congregation and all the institutes
of consecrated life to include many years of language study as a requirement for working here.
The 2015 year of ASEAN is approaching. As part of the whole society, the Church must be ready to enter
into this new pluralistic society that will gradually emerge. We must open our hearts to accommodate all
viewpoints, but not in defiance of the Khmer culture and the Khmer soul. The Church lives
according to the rhythm of both the universal Church and the local Church. We must be more careful than
ever that all the components of our church are in respectful harmony and that a true church, an

incarnate sign of communion, is rooted deep within “our land and our rivers.”

PEACE IN CAMBODIA .
PEACE ON EARTH .

God bless you and keep you in his Tender Mercy

+Olivier Schmitthaeusler
Apostolic Vicaraite Phnom Penh
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Christians Cooperate For
Humanitarian activities.

The church committee of St. Joseph Church Sampan in

N¢ 3 village, Po Ban commune, Koh Thom district along with
all about 150 Christians arranged a programme of distribution
of gifts to 80 families in the presence of Bishop Olivier and
Ms. Oeur Muoy, a representative of the Red Cross as well Mr.
Sam Menghor ,Po Ban commune leader on February 9, 2014.
Sister Ly Han, the coordinator of this programme said,
“Because | saw clearly the difficulties of people here, Cam-
bodian and Vietnamese, | ask wealthy Christians abroad
to help. | am very happy that the Church can help the hun-
gry and show there is no discrimination between Cam-
bodian and Vietnamese. We can live happily together”
Grandmother Heang Yat, a Cambodia resident who came

to receive the gifts said, “I am delighted that people here
show friendship and love and have helped to relieve worries
with these gifts. This gives me hope to live on and relief to
know that people do not abandon me because | am poor.”
Ms. Oeur Muoy, a permanent committee member of com-
mittee sub-branch of the Red Cross in Koh Thom district
said, “I feel very happy because when people are experi-
encing shortages and generous people come to help, this
is also a clear sign that whether Cambodian or Vietnam-
ese, happy or sad, our response is free of discrimination.”
The gifts, personal implements and milled rice, were pro-
vided from the US 3,500 donated by a Vietnamese Chris-

tian. They were given to 80 poor families and another 120

families during Chinese-Vietnamese lunar year celebrations.
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Church Celebrates
Chinese-Vietnamese Lunar year
On the occasion of Chinese-Vietnamese traditional
lunar year, Christians at Svay Pak and Sen Sok Churches
organized a prayer programme and Mass to intercede with God
fortheirrelativesandtocelebrate New YearonJanuary31,2014.
Fr. Paul Chatsirey ROEUNG said that, “The Church,
comprised of Chinese and Vietnamese Christians,
celebrated mass in a Catholic way that means changes
to certain traditional Chinese customs, somewhat like not
lighting gold paper or money for late ancestors or
not setting off fireworks or no lion prancing.”

Fr Paul went on to say that Sen Sok Church (Anlong
KaNgan) also brought some joy to grandparents and other
elderly and poor people in the village when they donated
some funds. These funds came from contribution during
Christmas. This was a gesture of compassion to neighbors

who have taught Christians to be open-minded and a sign

of love for neighbors of all races on the occasion of this year.
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2 Tumpon), the Tu Taing Church, and the Koo Noria Church.
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Father Vincent SENECHAL takes on
New Duty
Fr. Vincent SENECHAL was entrusted with a new
responsibility by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler. Fr. Vincent
was appointed director of the Pastoral Center of southern

Phnom Penh, along with two assistant priests. This ceremony

was held on January 19 at Child Jesus Parish (Beung Tumpon)

in the presence of the Catholic community.

Fr. Vincent took over from Fr. Mario who is now reassigned

to be in charge of the new Pastoral Centre at Takmao.
According to the Bishop’s directive, Fr. Vincent will serve
in his current position for six years.

Bishop Olivier reminded Fr. Vincent of the Church’s
ministry that it must be a servant in faith, a servant in
mercy, a servant in joy and hope, a servant humble in
heart and a servant bringing about peace and harmony.

The bishop further pointed out that as a servant he
should bring about unity, be involved deeply in society,
to guide the faithful to become a holy people and to guide

other brothers and sisters to know the light of Jesus.

“The Pastoral centre of southern Phnom Penh caters for

the Catholic Churches of the Child Jesus Parish (Beung
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Helping the poor is the role of
Christians

On January 26, 2014, 36 poor families received gifts from
the Catholic Church’s Child Jesus parish (Boeung Tumpon)
located in Sangkat Boeung Tumpon, Khan Meanchey, Phnom
Penh.

Mrs Ponchka, committee chairman of the Catholic
Church at Boeung Tumpon said: “families whom the Catholic
Church has helped are families who migrated from other
towns to live in the capital city of Phnom Penh. Hence,
these people are homeless, and they do odd jobs like
collecting scraps, catching and selling small freshwater
clams etc. Some of them are very old and in some
cases these people have been ill treated by families
when they are doused with acid and later abandoned.”

Mrs Ponchka went on to say that this programme was
in order for all Christians to share what

She added, “as a

initiated
they have such as cash and kind.
Christians, sharing, showing love and involvement
in society are our roles in developing a society.” This
programme is held twice a year during Christmas and Lent.
This year, however, donations decreased because of the

limited amount of the assistance from the Christian

community.
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St. Francis of Assisi School Wins Number

One Match

Sportsmen of St. Francis of Assisi High School
won the number one trophy in the annual dis-
trict-level  football match on January 25th,
2014. The six high schools from the Takeo prov-
ince in Tramkork district witnessed this event.

Mr. Sieng Ray, the sports coach said: “sportsmen
of St. Francis of Assisi High School consist of men’s
basketball, women’s basketball and women’s foot-
ball teams. Following the match St. Francis of Assisi
High School also won the number one trophy for the
men’s and women’s basketball championships in-
cluding the women’s football and bowling events.”

Mrs. Thoeun Thida, a sportswoman from the
football team said: “a sports field is of signifi-
cance to all people of all ages because sports ac-
tivities not only develop good health but also pro-
motes solidarity and mutual good relationships.”

St. Francis of Assisi school is now busy preparing

é%ﬁ

provincial level match in March.
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Peace Building Gathering

In recent days, the centre of peace village organized a
gathering with people living with Aids, with the handicapped
and with more than 300 villagers in southern Pong Teuk village,
Kous commune, Tramkok district, Takeo province.

In the gathering, Bishop Olivier said that “this programme
is a special opportunity for you in the centre of peace village
and villagers have relationships, love one another, friendly with
relatives and live together in happiness and abundant peace.”

Mr Oeun Thiey, person in charge of the center of peace
village said that “the gathering has been held four times per
year, in which the committee invited 10 families nearby to
the gathering. He added doing that way is for you all to have
relationships know each other and eliminate discrimination
against the crippled and those with Aids, especially for you all
to understand that you are living in a society of warmness.”

Aunt Lin, a villager of the centre of peace village said
that she and all of villagers was delighted and would like
to thank the bishop and the committee that initiated the
programme as well. Aunt Lin added: “in my experience, |
find that this programme encourages me and all the vil-
lagers to have very warmness and be no longer lonely.”

The gathering also include: having meals together,
doing model performance, sing modern songs, dancing
organized by the youth group and children of the villager

of the centre of peace village.
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New Year, New Way, New Creation!
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On February 2, 2014, Bishop Olivier instructed more than

300 Christians in Champa Church on the occasion of the Chi-
nese-Vietnamese lunar year and the celebration of the Pre-

sentation of the Lord. The Bishop declared that “God guides us

& .o

(99)

to build a society, to build a church and to build our own lives.”

In his homily the Bishop explained that developing so-
ciety, our church and our own lives means using the light of
Jesus to guide us to, “eliminate narrow-mindedness, share
without jealousy and seek peace for all. Building a new

church is not about a building but about seeking to love

and serve all people the way Jesus did. In this especially the

Year of Charity offers guidance and inspiration.” Out of our

efforts to love and serve and pray will arise a new society.

Bunly, one of the youth of Champa church said that “to
develop the church and the society is to start with ourselves as
part of that society. And as Christiansin times of joy and in times
of suffering we and our families turn to the church, there to
learn to love one another and to be at peace with each other.”

Mr. Le Yangchak said, “Christians have to build up and
support the Church. As the chairman of the charity com-
mittee | plan to focus on the elderly and poor, building a

village free of discrimination against race and religion.”

il




55 R0 N5 B FWTEIHEE
Pastoral/Center of/Kompot A

GrasmEsSSRigwssiEmemisuiSiiwiSnsig)emass

Ln:mmﬁes’mguﬁmuﬁﬁ? piARR{ALAT
igahng  msiOangiRusmaRniggwin
mywossitumsmuniisohicuan  Agh

mtﬁnwmsmigmﬁaﬁ%mnm gthoy  uhk
Ry 4

A R gm NYMO $GULNRIEANN
NAEMNANGNSITANST ¢ (U ST P RIS:
wsiimsigiamasgumsuInE SEIds §o
mesGinn:iupugs Swioiaed  Shjujem
[NENUNTBIAGANUUISUR AT 4

gihogiuis:mseginig)at s wgigpugan
IGANMIRMANAMS S aGEIAL] LN
aus IsunnuaAgMnAng Ship)ukiintuse
innmptiak inndudsnsnsirpiainvunis
1gjwis 4

HAUANG RA DU SMARInsejRath s
HAUVUNWIANWUNRY BN nasSms
vifangiimamnsigihg  gniimig)ais:thay
gwiy NEUFwElywissemsmin
JRuIoUIIE  (ENRUNMINGAENMED

=1

)
=3

ielmigionth mAMSUAIGat: 88K
gasuivherniagmn  Shaginmwiagh
MIUIH)S 9

 Sre—

[AUIS:N8GSS90AMAINN: D {RU[IIth
y

o

Hw’ 9 wagiiis:ms s guR SWivH{HR s

stoasiignA)y  Shotmigwogsiauping

W

<3a

F)

Supn:tnaySahiti &

S W

Chum Kiri Church Helps Unemployed

Women learn Sewing
St. Joseph’s Church (Chum Kiri) in Kompot privince’s

Chum Kiri district launched a project of teaching sewing
skills to some jobless women. The project was launched
in late January on the initiative of Father Gianluca.

Father Gianluca, the parish priest said: “If these women
had such skills, it would benefit them by giving them personal
knowledge, solidarity and unity as well as make it possible for
them to earn additional income to support their families.”
The priest also said: “currently the above mentioned
group of women is sewing pre-school student’s uni-
form for the Church run schools in the district and
will also work on producing facial masks for people to
use for sleeping after studying the market situation.”
“I was delighted that the Church has initiated this project. This
is a good project for helping women to cooperate and care
for one another” said Mrs. Sat Sophy, the tailoring teacher
who also said that she will do her best to teach them the
tailoring skills.

This initial group comprises 10 persons called “women’s
group with success”. This project has received donations from
the Don Bosco Sisters, which consisted of five sewing machines
and a small budget from those who know and support this

project and there were also contributions from the Church.
L e |
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TrengTraryeng Church Helps In
Building House For Widow

Recently, TrenTraryeng Church together with the
Protestant Church built a house for a widow in OukTrem
village, TrenTraryeng commune, Kompong Speu province.
The village leader and villagers of OukTrem andthe Church’s
youth group assisted with the project.

Mr. Leng Hong, a coordinator of this programme said,
“The house, made from metal sheeting, is 3 by 4 metres
and was constructed on February 6. In this project our
church wants to witness to its love for all and its desire for
good relationships with all. We want also to be an example,
hoping that young people will follow that example.”

Mr. Leng Hong went on to say that, “In the construction
the Catholic Church bought wood and leaves for making

pillars and walls, the Protestant church helped by giving the

roof, the villagers and the village leader provided the labour.”
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Bishop Olivier: “Sr. Samath shows us Jesus”

In late January 2014, Sr. Elizabeth Nu Samath, a nun
of Providence Sisters congregation died in bed at the
age of 90. The funeral service was held on 25 Janu-
ary in Boeung Tumpon Church, the capital city of Phnom
Penh officiated by Bishop Oliver SCHMITTHAEUSLEUR,
In his eulogy the bishop said that “the life of Sister Elizabeth
Nu Samath has entered into the list of saints in Cambodia
because she had struggled, walked in God’s ways and in the
faith of her fellow sisters because she had gone through much
in her work that started more than 70 years ago. Particularly
during the Pol Pot regime, in spite of the many difficulties, her
faith in Jesus gave her strength to endure that difficult period.”

The bishop continued by saying that “Sr. Samath showed us by

l:ﬂ l‘.l .

her example that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. That

was how Sr. Samath shared love and mercy of Jesus to others.”

Sr. Samath was born on 25 November 1925 in the capital
city of Phnom Penh, the ninth child of 12 siblings. On 8th
September 1945 Sr. Elizabeth Samath took her vow as
novice in Providence Sisters congregation and later on
the 8th September 1953, she took her permanent vow.

Sr. Elizabeth’s first mission was to be a Khmer teacher
and catechist in the provinces of the three dioceses. In
1975, she had endured hardship under the Pol Pot regime
for eight months. That same month, she had served a
Khmer church in Dong Kdoung (baya), Vietnam until 1993.
After that she returned to Cambodia and continued serving
the Church at Moth Krasas Church. In 2005, she retired and
lived in Providence Sisters community house until January

23, 2014 when she passed away at 4:15 in the morning.
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Coup de Pouce in Kirivong

7:GSSVoUMSH uesSH ﬂ'jLﬁ aNin gU?ﬁ‘j,gLﬁLﬁ Last 29th December 2013, an uncommon arrival on in

w <
° - —~— s - o S A S the village of Prey Choeung, Kokprich commune, Kirivon
Ggsuipani  akdeikisyAnis:gasIAGiith & Y & tow &
! ! district, Takeo province: ten thirty years old French people

Wmafio Aty ieamint iBunsmighy

go down from their minivan with their luggage but also

%LﬁﬁiUﬁl}Lﬂ:ﬁjm'ﬁUémﬁ;ﬂajﬁ%ﬁﬁj WMYANIURY  with hammers, handsaws, chisels, working gloves,... They

nﬁgmf'@uﬁn‘ﬁj (Coup de Pouce Humanitaire) have chosen to spend their Christmas holidays in building
two houses for two poor families of the village. Coup de

N{UIg MmN 4 -
Pouce Humanitaire, the NGO they belong to funded the

MIRRIS:  SAMWBTMIHIUG,E00RANI

raw materials for the houses and sent arms to help building

j-ﬂtg?ﬁ fﬁ U Sﬁﬁﬁ?LﬁGﬁﬁﬁﬁmfﬁUEnﬁjﬁss them. Edouard, Cécile, Isuru, Fleur and their companions
< -t (2} 2} v 1 w
3 stayed here for two weeks housed in the parish house, en-

90IAEARWANRIARRIRIY  Hamigulinuh

gaging with villagers, children and the Catholic community.

anUsBsismamin M mInAthywn:

During the small party organised before their departure,

ﬁjmﬁﬁémtjiﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁijémﬁ f—ﬂ]}ﬁﬁ §113Uﬂém Father Doss parish priest offered to each volunteer a silk

LUWNUUJ&SSWJﬁ"I Hhmﬁs:msmmmfmgw krama emphasizing their involvement for Prey Choeung

village. The life of these two Buddhist families will totally

-5

Lﬂ:ﬁjtﬂﬁﬁsmﬁﬂjﬁtﬁﬁﬁfﬂ MUANMVO0D YA .
v ] < change thank to Coup de Pouce. Mr OU Choy, responsible

s o o -~ b 00 QardiRo 3
T§° Ql-‘l'j ﬁjﬂ%’.m neR Nh‘:ﬂ ° "z!m“ fUlssi ST EULULﬂ for the community thanked them for the good work they had

ﬁSL’ELﬁ 9 tﬁé‘1 ;],J’ﬁﬁm done on the two building sites and for their constant joyful

mood.

As a first stay in Cambodia this experience was a unique
way for them to discover the country from inside. The group
2 |eft Cambodia on 11th January just before the opening

>of the Years of Charity as if they wanted to say to us: “Now it

"

IHEYNIH

is your turn to take care and work on charity”.

Emmanuel
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Family of Friendship Light — Cooking
Lessons for Female Workers

On January 26, 2014, 30 female workers arrived at the
house of Families of Friendship Light in Khbal Tumnob, Sangkat
Boeung Tumpon, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh to learn
how to cook.

Ms. Chan Thol, 45, a worker at Seng Yong factory, Chom
Chao, has often attended the food course. She is a widow
with 4 dependent children and has thyroid and heart disease.
These problems have caused her much sadness and worry.
Chan Thol said, “Two years of knowing Families of Friendship
Light have helped me to understand life more and to take
better care about my health. | am strengthened in my
struggle to live. Coming to learn how to cook here makes
me happy and | am better for being among other people.
And, | can use my knowledge to teach my children.”
This food programme has taken place once a week with
Families of Friendship Light adding a recipe to teach
the women who come to learn, share family experience
and receive a certain amount of health education.

Mrs. In Chheatra, a coordinator of this programme said,
“The direction of Families of Friendship Lightis to promote
women’s values, provide education and to offer
encouragement through familiar activities, cooking, health
care, better hygiene, and so on.” Families of Friendship
Light are an initiative of the Catholic Church. It has organized

activities for women and girls for ten years and has offered

é%ﬁ

cooking classes on Sundays for four years.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMiTTﬁAEUSLER,
MEP Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
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