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Bishop Letter

Dear all of you in christ!
3- Let our Church be committed
1, the Lord , have called you in righteousness . You will open the eyes of theblind, you shall bring forth
the captives from prison. (Isaiah 42.6-7 )

In just the last few months a new society is being born before our eyes. Big changes are taking place
rapidly. What form will they take? Our church is small. Our voice is muted.
The constitution respects religious freedom, and because of our faith, we need more than ever to turn
resolutely towards the little people of our society who have been pushed out so easily with bulldozers.
God is on the side of the widow, the orphan, and the strangers. As baptized Christians, we must take
responsibility and courageously denounce all situations of injustice and the corruption that always
favors the rich to the detriment of the poor. I call for a true conversion of heart ineach of us. A new
society where justice and equality are respected may emerge if everyone takes responsibility for
the common good . Our responsibility as Christians is to be engaged. In small ways but with a new heart
we can be actors for change. Three years of prayers and reflection on charity must also be a time to act
with charity in all sectors of our society and at all levels, whetheras individuals or as institutions. We all
haveour own personal political convictions, but our choices and decisions must be made in the light of
the gospel. Jesus fought for a fuller life for all. God offers love and mercy to every man and woman, and
we must create a brotherhood around the world because we have a single father. I call more than ever

for our Church to make choices for life and peace .

PEACE IN CAMBODIA .
PEACE ON EARTH .

God bless you and keep you in his Tender Mercy

+Olivier Schmitthaeusler
Apostolic Vicaraite Phnom Penh
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Korean Christians hold a charity

market

On February 23, a group of Christians from Korea
arranged a market selling Korean products at
St. Josepht parish (phsar Touch) the capital city of
Phnom Penh. The profits from the sales goes to
the poor in Cambodia.

Fr. In Don Francisco OH, the priest in charge of the
Korean Missionary Society said that “these activities
were initiated by Korean Catholic who live in Cam-
bodia and who always attend Mass every week
at the Church of Phsar Touch. The aim of this
programme was to generate income for the Church to
help the poor or use it for the needs of the Church.”

He contnued that all the expenses related
to capital for this project was from the Korean
Catholic themselves.

This was the first time that Korean Catholic
initiated such a programme. The products that
were put up for sale included: clothes, ice cream,
noodles, kimchi (Korean vegetable delicacy),
decorative materials from Korea, cooked food and
other items, all of which were Korean.

Mrs. Sen Nary who bought some of the products
said that she was happy with the programme because
she saw products and other items of Korean
origin for the first time ever and was also pleased
that all this was for charity.

Mr. Darith who bought clothes and other items

was pleased with what he bought. He continued

“

by saying: “ this is a good experience of tasting

Korean food and | am happy that the proceeds

from the sales goes to the poor people.”
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Bishop exhorts youth to prepare for Asean
integrate

In a frienldy meeting with students of the centers
of St. John Baptist and of St. Joseph, bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, of the capitial city of Phnom Penh
exhorted all the students to try hard to study and
read more books. He called on them to especially
strenghten themselves in foreign languages and
computer knowledge because in the future, Asean
(Association of South East Asia Nations) coun-
try including Cambodia, will integrate together.
Asean countries chose December 31, 2015, to integrate
together as a one community with a slogan “one destiny
oneidentity”. Onthat date, the Asean countries have the
free flow, travelling will be visa free as well as free trade,
like Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam,
Brunei, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, and the Philippines.
“That’s why we have to carefully protect and maintain
cultures and have the honest heart to be responsible
for Cambodia as whole,” said the bishop. The visitation
and meeting programmes was initiated on the evening
of February 14, 2014 by St. Joseph church (phsar toich),
in Phnom Penh.

The center of St. Joseph received junior high school
students, and the center of St. John Baptist received

high school, both are a total of 30 male students.
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St. Therese of Child Jesus group at Toul

Krasang
Twelve youth meet together to plan and carry out activities

in the Church every evening. They call themselves “Group of
St. Therese of Child Jesus”. They meet to pray and share the
Scriptures in the evenings at St. Joseph Church (Toul Krasang)
located in Rokas Ppuas, Sa’ang district, Kandal province. They
also carry out other good activities by joining the villagers.

The leader of this group, Soth Santha, said that the parish
had started this group so that Christians will follow the
example of St. Therese of the Child Jesus by praying to
God and be mindful of the needs of the elderly people,
to love the environment and also to love one other.

Bro. Vuong, the person responsible for the group said
that the Group of St. Therese was formed on October 2012.
He added that “today | am taking care of this group so that
they show mercy to others in the society and the Church and
| also want this group to learn more skills because they are
the future of the Church who will proclaim the Good News.”

Bro.Vuong added that every day youth and children arrive
at the Church to learn music and Khmer-Vietnamese language.
This group has two activities in a week: cleaning the village
and visiting the poor with some gifts for them. He also said
that for a week, the members of the group of St. Therese of the
Child Jesus raise funds in order to meet the expenses for
the groups’ activities.

The Group of Therese of Child Jesus consists of 12 young
people aged 11-16. A young girl Sina, a member of this group
said that this group makes people have a change of heart to
help the poor and orphaned children, visiting neighbours
as well as saving money together to buy essential
items for them to live, like food and household items every
month. Sina emphasized that the elderly people do
not discriminate on religious basis and love the group

of St. Therese of the Child Jesus like their own siblings.
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Seminar to train altar servers at BoeungTumpong Church

A seminar for Altar Servers was conducted at Boeung Tumpong Church on February 22, 2014. Twelve persons
participated in this programme conducted by Frs. Vincent and Damien Farhner.
Mr. Huot Bora, coordinator of the program said that the seminar is aimed at strengthening the youth in their
understanding of their role as altar servers which also includes the preparation of the altar for the Liturgy and to
understand the significance of the altar, the sacraments, in particular the Eucharist. He explained that some youth
were tired of serving at the altar and he hoped this seminar will encourage them to take their roles seriously with
dedication as it is like being near Jesus.

A participant, Roth, said that the seminar was very good and helped him understand the meaning and the value
of being an altar server.

Fr. Damien, said that altar servers can be Christians
or those preparing to become Christians and who
have to understand about God’s mystery for all. He
added that a responsible priest is needed to know
and understand altar servers so that he can educate
them according to the needs and build their faith and
teaching them to behave properly in church. Training -

of Altar servers is conducted every year at Boeung

Tumpong Church.
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Fr. Ann to pursue further studies

Fr. Trirong Multri nicknamed Fr.Ann, the assistant
parish priest of Takeo province’s pastoral district will be
sent by his Thai Missionary superior to pursue furher
studies abroad as soon as possible. At the farewell
function for Fr. Ann on the 28 February, the bishop of
Phnom Penh, Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler thanked
him for serving Takeo province and attending to its
pastral needs.

The bishop also said that Fr. Annis a good pastor and has
helped the district grow well as can been seen today.

Mr. Kol Cheang, representative of Takeo province’s
whole pastoral district said thatall the Christiansin Takeo
province felt very saddened by the depature of the Fr.
Ann as he is like a close relative. He continued that
they will keep fond memories of him forever and also
look forward to his return.

Rath Chanta, leaderof Scout movement at Prekabas,
expressed his emotional feelings by saying that “the
news of Fr. Ann’s departure will be a big loss of us
and for the church of St. Therese at Prakabas. Fr. Ann
is a priest who had tried hard to build the Church
and had a good relationship with also the people of
other religious beliefs.”

Fr. Trirong Multri, in his farewell address said that
“I have served two full years in Takeo province’s
pastoral district and has brough me a lot of joy as
experienced by siblings and | hope that the community
will continue to grow deeply in faith which will help
build the church.” As a parting gift Fr. Ann gave a crucifix

to each of the 150 people who attended service as a

souvenir.
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106 youth attend seminar on * the
Year of Charity”

An estimated 106 participants from the Catholic

Church’s pastoral district of Kompot and Kompong Som
attended a seminar conducted by the Pastoral Office
for Youth and Children at St. Joseph’s (Chumkiri) in
Kompot. The seminar, which was held on 15-16 Feb-
ruary, 2014, focused on “understanding the Year of
Charity”.

Mrs. Khun Kanha, coordinator of the seminar ex-
plained that the main aim of the seminar was to give
the youth an opportunity to reflect on how to show
mercy and evaluate activities in order to thank God.

Mrs. Sien Thida, a participant from Koh Sla Church
said that she was very happy to have faith in Jesus,
which inspired her to share her love for others, help
the poor who are experiencing difficulties and also to
repent and be more brave. Thida added that “this is a
joy that God has given to me.”

Another participant, Trav Ny from Kompong Som
Church said, “I felt togetherness among all the broth-
ers and sisters and | gained a new experience and bet-
ter understand of the topic. Furthermore, it makes me
know how to behave and become a good youth and

follow the example of Jesus.”
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Photo Activities of Bishop Olivier to Northern Pastoral Centre

On 12th-17th February

Olivier schmitthaeuler, bishop of the Phnom Penh
diocese officially arrived at Churches of Phnom Penh
northern pastoral centre with a view to

encouragingChristiansaswellaslearningto

February 12-17, 2014 and accopanied by

Frs. @hatsirey Roeung, \Gustavo Adrian Benitez.

Fr. Chatsirey Roeung said that these activities are
very good ones because it is a good relationship
between the bishop and Christians showing that he
[bishop] is a real pastor of the diocese and it is a
good opportunity of the bishop to see the situation
of living phisicallyand spiritually within each Churchin
a diffirent fashion and understand about the situation
of Christians in villagesThe father said that bishop
Olivier has traded good opinions and necessities
of development within each Church such as education
programs and a sign of showing mercy.

The secretary of Charity group of St.Joseph Parish
(PhsarTouch) , Mr. Sokea said that the bishop has
spoken in admiration about groups of the pastoral
centre and encouraged more activities of the Year of
Charity. He goes on to say the PhsarTouch’s Chairity
have carried out activities with the poor and another
new activity is to take time to visit Christians far
away from the Church to tie together in Christ.

During that time, the bishop has visited Churches: St.
Joseph Parish (Phsar Touch), Queen of Peace Church
(Areyksat), St. Peter Church (Po Thom), St. Joseph
Church (Kdey Kandal), St. Mary Madalen’s Church
(Kiloleuk 11), St. Joseph’s Church (Sen Sok) and
Prek Ta Ten Church.
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Emmanuel group reflects on “faith in God”

On February 22-23, 2014, the Emmanuel youth of the
Phnom Penh diocese met to reflect onthe call of God, on
thetheme, “faithin God”, atPhnom Penh Thmey pastoral
center in Khan Sensok, in the capital city of Phnom Penh.
Fr. Un Son, the priest in charge of the Emmanuel group
said that the Church has set this theme to inspire the
youth to better understand faith, to help share the
pains and sorrows with those who need us. The Church
also wants the youth to know God better and to un-
derstand His mercy, which is the source of our lives.
He continued by saying that the minds and intel-
ligence of human beings is limited unlike for God
which is unlimited. In fact, the faith in God means
that one has enough strength and capacity to put
one’s life aside and depend on the infinite God.
A participant, Chrech Sin, from Kong Noy Church
said, “ having participated in the seminar and hear-
ing of the experiences and sharings of Fr. Bob about
‘faith in God’,

derstanding about the meaning of the priesthood.”

has strengthened my faith and un-

Emmanuel is a vocation promotion group reflecting on
the call of God to the priesthood [religious life]. The
group was formed in 1999 and now two youth have
become deacons to be ordained Catholic priests soon.
Thanks to the groups’ commitment, there are now

another four youth studying at the Major Seminary.
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Pastoral Center of Sihanuk Ville

Seminar on Story-telling for pre-school
teachers

A seminar on “story-telling techniques” was held on

February 26-28, 2014 at St. Michael’s Parish (Sihanouk

Ville) attended by 57 trainees, pre-school teachers

from the Phnom Penh diocese. The seminar was facili-

o
Tf tated by former Bishop Yves Ramousse and Fr. Son Un.
g) The session also included some aspects of reviewing
- oo - - their work for the year 2013 and identifying areas of
Ham@ﬁﬂﬂﬂ@HﬂUigﬁTQNSQWSiﬂﬁSﬁQﬁN{U . .

J . - weakness and strengths in their work.
mgﬁnfm:mfmnugwo?m IﬁEUmSLULﬂ ﬁigﬁSﬂ Ms. Ngoy Kim Chandavy, coordinator of the pre-
ﬁﬁﬂmigﬁmﬁ'&)a ﬁm}] G‘,IZﬁ'E;ﬁ@lﬂO?G TS‘]LE]Z school curriculum explained that the aim of the semi-
ﬁitﬂ”fHSﬁ]tj[}JﬁN§HmiﬁlmmﬁLﬂZﬁjiﬂS‘ i nar was to help the participants to exchange experienc-
Hnsiummy G§s & mﬁmmm“ﬂmﬁwﬁsm: es, story-telling techniques, organize games, identify
ﬁjmﬁﬁémm ﬁ]ﬁﬁ,gmﬁfim @ILmUHEUﬁm mel‘j materials for children to play. Furthermore, this expe-
Hﬁﬁﬁﬁm mﬁfﬁqm%mﬂﬁqm mgﬁs VIS rience strengthens the capacity and knowledge of the

HAw AW AuCSIT DHAPUMEUALEIR  teachers.

3 1

mmytgwjh;t?mﬁmngﬁﬁqm msnSJ[‘l‘jﬁtmm Fr. Son Un said that he was happy to see the smile
{'jmhfsﬁg ﬁj@ anAnun4is:h ﬁfﬂlwmgﬁhﬁf{jgj on the faces of the participants and he also encouraged
H‘ISF‘T‘II@ ﬁh’gfﬁgamﬂﬁg@tﬂ?miﬂﬁﬁ {5:UIgA all the teachers to be careful and serve as the salt and
19m§msﬂ§ﬁ@ﬁmmﬁ i6:nsASalgipaainygy  lighttoguideall the children.
ﬁ!U ﬁfﬁﬁf\}fﬂmﬁ\jﬁﬂiﬁﬁjﬁ-ﬂ lUﬁ:H]ﬁFU'fJ 9 thiies Bishop Yves Ramousse’s message to all the teachers
anfusivsamn Sadinn:RhviguRigapHi
HET
,. . o them to have knowledge for the sake of the church and

INAYNMOASASNSUAN ST 2 INATAN
WO sMEMMsIURRENAY 1w
DSRMEN  (pREHSEWATagAMASHITH
afuShnilyianSRuRmidhne 1

was to respect their roles in serving as a loving teacher

and mother and give warmth to children by teaching

our society.
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Vietnamese Christians show concern to
the poor at Prek Dech

With the help of Christian Tourists from Vietnam,
Sant Antoine Church (KompongChamlang) located in
Prek Dek village, Leuk Dek district, Kandal province, or-
ganized a programme distributing food parcels to 200
poor families and 100 children on February 2014.

According to Bro. Thanh responsible for this project

said that those tourists saw the difficulites of the poor
people consisting of both Cambodians and Vietnam-
ese. He even received donations for the church. Bro.
Thanh added that the parcels for each family included
10 kilogrammes of rice, white sugar, fish sauce, soy
sauce, oil and other essentials.
He also said that recently he is keeping in touch with
two other tour groups of Vietnamese Christians who
will arrive in Cambodia soon to help the poor in Prek
Dek village.

Prek Dech Church shows much concern for the poor
and elderly by providing help in obtaining daily essen-
tials like utencils and food according to its ability which
also includes a literacy program for 30 children aged
from six to nine by teaching them how to read and

write.
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New Catechism books to be published
in 2015

The Cambodian Catholic Catechetical Center
(CCcq) is planning to publish two more catechism
books focusing on the Old and New Testaments
in the Bible in the year 2015.

Mr. Duong Savong, director of the center said that
these two books titled “Let us tell about Jesus!” a
bible passage quoted from the New Testament and
the other “Let us tell about the Old Testament!”.

He said that the level of understanding of the books
are intended to narrow the gap in various Catechetical
education sectors of the Catholic Church in Cambodia.
The Church today has only seven books to be used
across the three dioceses. He went on to say that
basically the essence of the two books are like the
previous publications but differs in pedagogical
approach.

Currently, in the Catholic Church in Cambodia there
are two versions of catechism books; one for adults and
the other for children whose parents are Christians.
Hence, these new books are being prepared taking this
into consideration and will be used to educate children
and adolescents aged six to eleven years of age.

The Cambodian Catholic Catechetical Center is a
central body for the three dioceses in the country.
Some of the common activities and programmesinclude
annual catechetical seminars for catechists and
visiting parishes to do research and receive comments
and opinions and also sharing experiences with

the catechists in the various parishes.
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Students of St. Justin learn to
understand politics and Asean

St.Justin’s School of faith conducted a social seminar
to understand Cambodia’s political situation and its
integration into Asean’s (Association of South East
Nations) initiative next year.

The ASEAN Heads of State at their Summit in 2000
launched the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl)
with the objectives of Narrowing the Development
Gap (NDG) and accelerating economic integration of
the newer members of ASEAN, namely Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Viet Nam (CLMV).

The main speaker was Dr. Sok Touch and the seminar
was held at the parish of St. Joseph (Phsar Touch), in
the capital city of Phnom Penh on the 15th of February.
Inayear, the school holds separate seminars on politics,
Phon Sophal ,
the director of St. Justin’s school stressed that “these

social issues, culture and religion. Mr.

programmes are organised for the students to open
theirminds not only to the study of theology and religion
but also understand the overall context of a society
that is always changing. As part of preparations for the
2015 event, where the intergration of the Indochina
countries into the mainstream development with the
other members states, it is hoped such programmes
will prepare the students to face the challenges ahead.
Hence, such seminars are a good way to prepare the
students for this approaching initiative as it wants the
students to be well oriented in the overall concept.”

Dr. Sok Touch also said that Cambodia’s political
situationisnotnecessarilyconducive anditmayaffectthe
integration plan to come. Furthermore, Cambodia still
lacks technically skilled staff and so it has to strengthen
education sectors from primary to high school levels.

Mr. Duy Sophal, a student of St. Justin’s school
commented that Mr. Sok Touch’s opinions are really
useful for him so that he will face the opportunities for

a new job market with the competition that will follow.
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MEP Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
in March 2014

2 Mzreh  » Holy Mass st Phnom Penh Thmey
2.30pm Meeting with Lay Missionaries
3 March  : 8.30 am : Meeting for Social Works curriculum
Dwelnpmunt
2 pm: Catholic Allisnce for Development and Charity
& March  : Recollection with sll priests at St Joseph i
Visit at Major Seminary
: Mission Council
Night Prayers for Vocation - Kampot [ Prey Pros
8-9 March : Recollection for 2nd step tnd celebration of 2nd
step (St Joseph)
11 March  : MEP meeting
12 March : Celebration at Plov Trey - Father Hiep
13 March  : Council Mission
14 March : Visit to Missionaries Quebee Foreign Society
15-16 March : Holy Mass and Recollection for Lenten Time
at Sihanouk Ville
17-19 March : Symposium st St Paul: Memory and ldentity
20 March : & yeurs of Episcopal Ordination
21 March : Coordination Meeting for PP Thmey Pastoral Sector ||
22 March : Teach Theology at St Justin Sehool
23 March : Holy Mass and Recollection for Lenten Time at
Bassac
264 Mareh : Peace Village
25 March : Major Seminary
26 March : Meeting with Bishops and General Vicars
Meeting of Committee &d hoc for Students Center /|
Visit of Students Center '
27 Mareh : Mission Couneil
28 March : Carmel St Justin School with Claire Ly
29 March : Teach Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church
at St Justin School
30 March : Holy Mass and Recollection for Lenten Time

& March

at Boeung Toumpun
31Murch  : Meeting st St Francis High School
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