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| St. Joseph’s Parish (PhsarTouch) provides

On 7th April 2014, the Parish of St. Joseph in
Sangkat Toul Sangke, Russei Koe district gave
out gifts to 50 poor families during the Khmer
New Year celebration. Present at this event were

Fr. Bruno, the parish priest responsible for the
Northern pastoral district, Fr. Gustavo, represen
tative of the Catholic community , all the chairpersons
of committees and local representatives.

Fr. Gustavo who had just taken over as a coordi-
nator of the Charity committee said: “This is a very
precious moment to show love for the needy and |
thank all sponsores and wish everybody every suc-
cess during this New Year.”

Fr. Bruno also thanked the Catholic community
of St. Joseph’s Parish for sponsoring the gifts,
especially the Church’s committee and the village
leader who collaborated to help the poor. He
wished all present a peace of mind during this
New Year event. According to Mr. Thai Panha,
those gifts are the sharing of joy and the showing
of the mercy of God for all without discrimination.
The Parish of St. Joseph provides the needy with
gifts twice each year — on the occasion of the
Khmer New Year and Phum Penh festival (a Khmer
festival during which food is offered to Buddhist
monks in the hope that such a deed will benefit
the spirits of dead relatives. These gifts consisting
of 20 kilograms of rice and other essential

food-stuffs are distributed to the poor families.
|gulrﬁ::u11{u -
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Bishop Oliviver: “Way Jesus Wash Disciples’

Feet Leads Us To Offering of Life, Cathering

The Holy Week is Thursday 17 of April, the
date when Jesus gave a feast with the Apostles for
the last time and He did the washing of the twelves
disciples’ feet, thereby becaming a tradition of the
Church and later the Church in the world commem
orates as remembrance of signs of serving thelittle.

Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of Phnom
Penh’s diocesan Catholic Church said in his homily
at BoeungTumpon’s Child Jesus Parish that Jesus’s
washing of the Apostles’ feet means that God was
incarnated, not thinking of a position as God

comng to renew our lives by serving other people
and providing love for each other and all the work
Jesus has not done for Himself is for others.

The bishop went on to say that the gesture of Je-
sus that showed before His suffering and during
resurrection is a model for a Catholic to cater to
other people. He mentioned that “The way that Je-
sus washed the disciples’ feet inspires us to offer
our lives at the service of the others, not thinking of
one’s own benefit for the sake of the others. Such a
wonderful thing guides us as a Catholic to discover
the full meaning, that is, we are a server along with
God and this is a new way that Jesus direct a love
for one anoter at the service of the others.”

Mrs. Phalla, a Catholic at BoeungTumpon told:
“Jesus is a wonderful example though He is one
God, He is still humble in washing the disciples’
feet, as a sign of expressing love and a service for

one another.”
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| The late Fr. Bou Yieb inspires us to unite in Jesus

Christians Vow To Show Mercy During Lentern Season
During Lent and before the commemoration of Jesus’
Resurrection, Bishop Olivier presided over retreats
at each pastoral centre in order to further the faith
formation of Phnom Penh’s Catholics.

Mr.ViengThoeung, a member of the committee of
Chhrey Thom Church said thanks to the bishop for
leading the retreat and as the representative of

all the Christians, he promised to follow the bishop’s
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instruction. He said that, “During the 40 days of Lent
the bishop had tried help open our minds to under-

stand clearly the meaning of the season, about the

quality of mercy and the importance of the Holy Fa-
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| The late Fr. Bou Yieb inspires us to unite in Jesus

On the occasion of Fr. Frangios Tieng Bou Yieb’s death
anniversary service at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church (Plau
Trey), bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler has exhorted
Christians to follow Fr. Bou Yieb’s example by living a
simple life and not be too dependent on wealth. Fr. Francios
Tieng Bou Yieb’s death anniversary was celebrated on
12" March at the Church of PlauTrey with an estimated
3,000 Catholics present.

In his remarks bishop also said: “ we are Christians, and
should not be misled by wealth and everything that
reminds us of Satan as mentioned in Scripture.” He
went on to say that “we remember Fr. Bou Yieb by
asking him to help us know more about Jesus in order
to build the Kingdom of God and bring a new hope
to the world. What we need to ask Fr. Yieb is, how we
can unite our lives in Jesus and be like Him.” The bishop
also invited all during this time of Lent to open their
hearts to welcome Jesus by being mindful of others,
by fasting and praying for renewed hope. He continued
by saying that the diocese of Phnom Penh has entered
“the Year of Charity’, putting the mercy of God first
so that we can love and share with other people who
have nothing. This should start in each family.Therefore,
Christians are the salt and light of the earth by being
witnesses to others by our lives all the time and in ev-
ery way to live the Word and the example of Jesus.”

Fr. Joseph, professor of the Major Seminary in Viethnam
who attended the ceremony said that “Father Bou Yieb
was an example for us to follow Jesus; living in faith, loving
his people, loving one another, protecting one another,
especially during a period of the vigorous test of faith.

Today,all are praying for himto be canonised asaint soon.”
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Rite of Election for 106 candidates preparing
for Baptism

106 candidates from the Phnom Penh’s Catholic’
diocese were solemnly initiated to the Rite of Election
in the presence of bishop Olivier Schmitthaeulser.
The ceremony took place on 9th March at St.
Joseph’s Church (PhsarTouch) and was witnessed
by an estimated 1,000 Catholics from the diocese.
In his homily, the bishop said that the Church was
happy to receive 106 new bretheren who will
embrace a new life on the occasion of the coming
Easter Celebration.

He stressed that “a life of being good witness-
es in a society transforms the society into one that is
considerate to the poor by not oppressing those who
are downtrodden.We stand up to die with Jesus and
guide the society towards a life of abundance.”

Phay Phan from Ompeu Prey Church of the
Takmao pastoral district explained the reason
why he wanted to embrace Jesus and become a
Christian. He said that he has observed that the
Catholic Church is different from other religions
because of its benevolent activities in society. He
continued by saying, that having received the faith
happy at
being able to communicate openly with others and

education three years ago, he feels
serve, as well as share with others in contrast to how
he was before he discovered and believed in Jesus.

He further added that “l was so excited and
emotional to the point of tears when the bishop
called my name John Phay Phan and  said

that | be instructed to be a witness to Jesus.”

€8




Qoﬁu
jonni

SRONSHSFHBFRUSFGB 5N
Pastoral Center of Sihanuk Ville

ftig)aujimiifiuisisanmwasmnzginsoms

| Reflection on Faith during the Lent Season |
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An estimated 100 Catholics attended atwo-day
retreat by reflecting on the essence of their
faith at the Parish of St. Michael in Sihanoukville
on March 16th conducted by Rt. Rev. Oliver
Phnom Penh.
During the retreat the bishop requested the

Schmittaeusler, the bishop of
participants to ponder on their faith as a Catholic
and on how they can show to other people the mercy
of God, especially during this season of lent. The
bishop also made mention of the Holy Father’s
Epistles for the season of lent so that it will help
the participants reflect deeper on their faith.

Mtr. Long Khieng, a participant from Khleang Leu
expressed his satisfaction with the retreat saying
that he gained a lot of knowledge as a Catholic and
understood the meaning of mercy, which all should
have in helping the needy by praying, fasting
and giving alms during this season. He went on to
say that “today | have tried hard to pray to God
so that God would help bring those who are misled
when they turn away from Him, and help them see
and respond to the needs of others in society.”

Mr. Chem Moeun, an RCIA candidate who has
just been called three weeks ago said that the
retreat has helped by inspiring him to have a
deeper faith and be ready to become a Catholic
with strong faith. He stressed that “because the
bishop exhorted me to open my mind: to love, to
help other brethren and especially making

me know more about the life of Christ.”
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| Satisfying results emerges at research seminar on memory and identity. |

L]

a‘ The Research seminar on “memory and identity”
received better results following the 3-day program
at St. Paul’s Institute in Takeo province’s Tramkak
district with 104 trainees present, which was
initiated bishop Olivier, the bishop of Phnom
Penh and the director of St. Paul’s Institute.
The seminar ended successfully as all the
participants understood deeply the Cambodian
identity, its ancient history, cultures, literature, arts,
rights and freedom in relation to the forthcoming
integration of Asean, which will enable Cambodians
to preserve the rich history and identity of
Cambodian society today and in the future.
In his remarks, the bishop said that “ the 3-day
seminar was aimed at: 1) helping students
and professors have a chance of conducting
more research on social issues 2) Remembering
their identity so as to help all Cambodian children
know about their history and tradition because
such knowledge is important and it has helped
us build our identity today when preparing

for the coming integration of Asean.”

He further pointed out that “recommendation
made by all the participants will be published so that
the young generation may know their cultures and
traditions they have received from their forefathers.
Nowadays we are completely different but from
day to day we build an identity and have a right
to build this identity independently. The results are
guiding us to understand clearly about each other’s
cultures, especially to respect the rights and dignity
of others in life and learn to promote peace.”

This seminar was held from March 17th-19th
with the involvement of well-known professors,
doctors both locals and from abroad like Mrs.
Milena Santerini, the parliamentary member and
professor from the Bergiamo University, Italy and
Mrs. Claily, another professor from France. The
seminar sponsored by St. Paul Institute, UNESCO
and ASSOCIAZIONE VITTORRINO CHIZZOLINI.
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St. Francis of Assisi High School -Ready for
National Sports Competition.

Mr. SiengRai, the sports coach of St. Francis of Assisi High
school said that, “The school received good results in the
women’s football and basketball events winning number
one while in the men’s basketball we finished number two.”

The coach went on to say that, “This was in the March
7-10’s national-level matches in the Takeo province’s
Teacher Training Centre’s stadium. In late March the
three teams will compete in the national-level competition
taking place from 24th march to 3rd April in Kom
pong Speu.”

Ms Morn Channich, speaking for the girls’ football
team said that she was very happy and proud of
her team and herself. She added that, “Sports not
only strengthen health but provide us with good
experience together.” In KompongSpeu she will be doing

her best to win, for team and school alike.
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| Stations of Cross on Bokor Mountain

On 18th April 2014, an estimated 200 Catholics and
priests of the Kep’s pastoral center organized ways of the
Cross on the Kompot’s Bokor mountain to the Cathedral
left since French colonial era at the helm of Bishop Oliver.
The bishop asked all the Catholics to open a wide
mind with the caring of other people in trouble and
hopeless and open their minds to renew their hope.

Mrs. Chou An, the consultant of Chumkiri’s St. Joseph
Church told: “In the ways of the Cross, she takes interest

in the activities of the Kep’s pastoral center as a whole,
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showing the presence of Jesus, allowing us understand
the faith and the love of Him for all of us.” Furthermore, in
the Year of Charity Catholics have started reflecting and
praying thoughtfully to the lower, patients, the poor and
the hopeless so that they might renew their hope. This is
the second time that the pastoral center organized ways

of the Cross on the Bokor mountain after the Khmer Rough.
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Hygiene & Morality Education Provided by the
Youth of TrengTraryeng Church

On weekends, about 10 youth of TrengTraryeng
Church have been teaching hygiene and decorum
to children in remote villages in the region.

Mr. Leang Hong the programme coordinator said
that,“TrengTraryeng area’schildren oftenskip school
oreven don’t go to school. Most of them lack essential
knowledge about sanitation and proper decorumin
speaking so our Church has taken the initiative
to educate them.

The programme was centred on four villages: Kon
Trem, ChanKiri, TomBok Puos and TraPeang Mres.
Ten of the youth meet on Thursday each week to
comeup withaplanforeachvillage. Onthe weekend
they go together to the villages.”

Mr. Leang Hong went on to say that in the
programme if there are donations coming from
generous people, the youth will bring them
to the villages for the children. He also said that
every week thegroup of youth have raised funds

personally to buy essentials for the children.
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TrengTraryeng Church Helps Construct a
House for Paralysis Patient

The Church of TrengTraryeng helped construct
a house for a paralysis patient in Tombok Khpuos
village, TrengTraryeng commune, Phnom Sruoy
district, Kompong Speu with collaboration of the
village leader, villagers and the youth of Catholic
Church.

Mr. Leang Hong, the Catholic Church’s spokes-
person said that the aim of the construction is
to show the love of the Church for people. The
Church wants to establish a good relationship
with the wider society and set a good example
for others. She wants the youth to have opportunities
to show love for others around them.

The house built on February 27 by the Church
is 4 metres by 3.5 metres. It has a thatched
roof and it cost $US 100.
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Youth Prepare for Asian Youth Day in Korea

Recently, a group of Cambodian youth from the
three dioceses in the country met at St. Michael
Parish (Sihanoukville) on March 14-16, in order
to prepare for their participation at the AsianYouth
Day in August, which will be held in Korea. They
focussedtheir attention on threemain topics.

Mr. Phon Sophal, the director of the youth office
and general organizer of the trip to this event in
Korea said that “this is the second meeting that
this group organized to fine tune the programme,
which is to: 1) get to know each other from the
three dioceses, formalities related to passport and
visa application 2) learn more about the martyrs
of Cambodia in line with the theme of Asian
Youth Day 3) make them understand clearly that
they are representing all the youth of Cambodia
and not just those from their own diocese.”
Cambodian Catholic Church’s 26 diocesan youth
representatives will fly to South Korea to join this
sixth Asian Youth Day scheduled for 10-17th August
with the theme “the Glory of Martyrs shines on us,
let us wake upl.” The Holy Father, Pope Francis will
be present at this event from the 13-17th August.

Chao Phoeung, the youth representative from
Battambang’s Apostolic Prefecture said that “the
meeting made me know of our Cambodian martyrs
who were good models for us Catholics to show other
people the love of Jesus. Now | have an opportunity
to let other youth in Asia at the Asian Youth Day to

know about the martyrs of Cambodia.”
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THE ACTIVITIES OF APOSTOLIC VICAR OF PHNOM PENH IN APRE 2014

M i8anNs ﬁjﬁmﬁﬁLﬁﬁ‘ﬂMEUﬁJﬁﬁ 3Aprl : Mission council meeting
HENSINMYWSTIGREYS 96th night prayer for vocation -
UM ATUTISTN st AYS Chrey Thom ( Bassac Sector)
%[,ﬁfi( Manm) 1-6 April : Visit to Kampot Pastoral Sector

G-DiHaDN ¢ gﬁjjg;ﬁgﬁ@ asnsmasuesng 7 April : Khmer New Year at Peace Village
fl iHan ¢ ﬁﬁﬁm‘]iﬁm&ﬁfgﬂg‘fﬁﬁﬁjgmg |9 April : Chrism mass and meeting with all priests

&wan & INUinHAYSpa g | Pm : Episcopal council
Shamen AR WYMo [ 10 April : Carmel
ey U SnEEHnn | St Paul Institute Khmer New year
90 tHAN ¢ HAYISIHNBMIB 11-12 April : Scout camp at Takeo
ﬁﬁqum@fgitgﬁgm@ng§fim 13 April : Palm Sunday and Lenten Recollection
99-9WIBAN ¢ I RMWIgIsImini at Chomkarcheang

9M i-an 2 L?[,'U'lﬁ‘l_ﬂlﬁﬁﬁ §ﬂﬁ:‘imﬁﬁﬁ?:ﬁﬁﬁ 14 April  : Khmer New year at Takeo
IQfHﬁiﬁlmmmm:mﬁﬁéémﬂg‘]ﬁ 17 Apnl  : Holy Thursday : Boeung Toumpung

96 AN ¢ ARYANGRUIGIgHSTMInT 18 April : Good Friday : Kampot - Bokor
9 WA 3 Eg‘[ﬂm ﬁ{]ﬁﬁﬁ}@ Imm:mﬁﬁé 19 April  : Easter Vigil : St Joseph
ifi{'.'] é £s 20 April : Easter at Champa ( morning) and
90 THAN ¢ %ij ﬁ_j‘iﬁﬁﬁ}gimmﬁ'} Ane Takeo ( evening)
9€& 1HaN ¢ ﬁﬁqmu&gﬁimm:ﬁjmﬁﬁé 22-25 April : Health checking (Thailand)
fu ﬁljﬁhj‘tj {PIEG 26 April : Easter mass at Phnom Penh prison
WO AN & NTARNGYGERSTHANAES - Prey Sar
Gin §hiﬂﬂj[gji3‘[g‘lm:ﬁjlﬂﬁij§m'i'ﬁi 26-27 April : Scout Camp at Phnom Penh Thmcj.-' 4
WB-VEEAN ¢ NSHjrYSMMSIUISIS 98 April : Peace Village - St Paul |

[UBR K Hﬁqmqmmjgﬂ ﬁj‘tﬂj{jﬁﬁmﬁm 29 April : Monthly Mass and conference
ﬁf]ﬂimng S‘Iﬁ']ﬁ[ﬂ 31] at Major seminary
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