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B FEBREERNFHEETING

Bishop's Letter:

DEAR ALL OF YOU IN CHRIST!

4- Our Church proclaims the Good News and prays
“That they have my joy in their hearts in all its fullness... (Jn 17,13 )

This perfect joy that Jesus has placed in us, we can not keep it to ourselves. On Christmas Eve some
communities across the Vicariate gathered hundreds or even thousands of people to share this great joy:
a Savior has come and enlightens the darkness of our lives! This hope we share throughout the year has
its peak at Easter when Jesus conquers death forever. We must open the doors of our hearts during these years
of charity so that the gospel will be heard everywhere in the countryside and in the cities, even where our
presence is still very modest.

The love of Jesus is contagious, a contagion that ignites our communities with enthusiasm and joyful
signs of life that we have received in abundance. So many hearts suffer from thirst. So many hearts weep.

Go out, shf)ut for joy. Invite. Share. Welcome warmly. We are the Church that Jesus sends with all his

id all his mercy. But remain with Jesus, our Master, in a permanent relationship of heart to heart.

gnificat is an expression of her intimate and constant relationship with God.

ay these three years really be an opportunity to live in the “atmosphere” of God, where our prayer

breath of life:with Him, for Him, in Him always and every day .
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Bishop Olivier: Jesus Allows Us To Create a
Hospital of the Heart for All.

An estimated 500 Catholics came together to
attend the Easter Vigil service on April 19 at St.
Joseph’s Parish (Phsar Touch) , the capital city of
Phnom Penh. The celebrants were Bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Phnom Penh
Catholic diocese, together with Fr. Bruno Cosme.

The Bishop has asked all Catholics to pay attention
to being a sign of the light of Christ towards all
those we meet but especially with those who need
the light of the love of Jesus. The Bishop said, “Je-

sus allows us to create a hospital of the heart, for
people who have found no the light in life, for the
poor, for the homeless, for the evicted people,
for those who have no access to health service so
that they experience some hope and some love.”

The Bishop everyone that Jesus waits, for the

JuBE: amiis
sinner who has committed a dishonest act and for
those who turn a blind eye to others. He wants
all of them to know the light of salvation. So the
Bishop has asked all Catholics to be involved in
those good works, to share the light and the mercy
of Jesus to those awaiting the Good News.

The Bishop said that, “This night we Catholics,
have renewed hopes — a life conquering death;
that is, Jesus is dwelling in our own lives. From
the scriptures we know that for more than 2000
years we have been aware of the glory of Jesus.
Ours is a developed society and history has
changed but we know of all events had happened
in Jesus’ lifetime: Jesus himself has enlightened
us. The day when Jesus rose from the dead we
received him as the Light of Life.”

On this occasion, the Bishop has baptized 4
candidates in St. Joseph’s church.

At Easter, the Phnom Penh Catholic Church

has 106 candidates being baptised.




Pastoral Center of South Phnom Pénh
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| Read the Bible to know Jesus |

The Cambodian Catholic Bible Committee
conducted a seminar on the “Reading of the Bible”
for the neophytes on 12-14th May 2014 at Boeug
Tumpon’s Child Jesus Parish with 37 participants
attending.

Fr. Vincent Senechal, the coordinator of the
society said that the seminar was held for the
newly baptised candidates whom the Church calls
“neophytes” knowing the scriptures so that they
know how to read the Bible. He went on say that
reading the Bible makes them receive a new life
in Jesus. When they know the Bible, they will know
Jesus who brings them love, hope as well as having
confidence in themselves to build the Church.

Ms. Meas Savy , 20, from the Church of
Kompong Som said that she had understood a lot
about how to read the Bible with faith and feel
the presence of God in Scripture. Savy went on
to say that “ We not only read the Bible, but we
also shared the texts by choosing a phrase or
word in scripture and reflect on it in our minds as a
day-to-day experience.”

Ms. Savy added that following the seminar
she will take home something new and special
in relation to the Bible to share with others who
do not understand Scripture so that they too will
become more faithful in love like her. Once a
year The Cambodian Catholic Bible Committee

conducts this seminar on the Bible in each diocese

since 2012 for the neophytes.
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| Cambodians and Vietnamese Unite in love |

An estimated 100 Catholics from four Churches
of the pastoral district in the Bassac area initiated a
program on the theme “unite in love” on the occasion
of the Khmer New Year sharing joys and love as
one family in Christ. The program was led by the
Franciscan Brothers of Assisi on 15th April 2014 at
Boeung Chhouc Church in Kandal’s Sa’Ang district.

Bro. Yong of the Franciscan family of Assisi
said that on this Khmer New Year, it would
be good to build good relationship between
Vietnamese and Cambodians.

The programme included playing games and
having the meals together and in the process
encourage them to work together in carrying
Church related activities.

Van Kiek, one of the children from KohTieu
Church said that he was delighted in participating
in the program, especially playing games with
friends coming from different places in the spitit
of solidarity. The four Churches are Church of St.
Therese (BoeungChhouc), St. Joseph’s Church (Toul
Krasang), Church of St.Antoine(KohTieu) and St.

Joseph’s Church (Sa’Ang).
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Youth of the Mekong River Pastoral district
organise a Camp to understand “Year of Faith”

On the 14th and 15th May, an estimated 80
youth from the Pastoral District of the Mekong River
area participated in a study camp to understand
the “Year of Faith” at Pothom Church in Kandal
province. The program was led by Bro.Tang Sokly
of De la Salle brothers congregation in Cambodia.

Bro. Samnang also from Missionary Society of
Redeemer’s Mother said, that the program has
been initiated every year so that the youth have
an opportunity to meet other youths who live in the
different parishes. Furthermore, though they have
received the formation of faith, they are not com-
plete in their life as a Catholic. Hence, this program
was really good in giving meaning to understand-
ing their faith in Christ and knowing about the
mercy of God, with the Bible as the focal point.

Sok Mim, a youth from SomrongThom Church,
who attended the camp for the first time said
that she was very happy to get the experience
and sharing ideas with other youth from the
difference areas. Not only did she learn to
understand the way of life as a Catholic, she also
understood the meaning of love and forgiveness
which, she had

The Pastoral districts of Mekong River are

never experienced before.

comprised of six Churches: Champar, RongChak,

PlauTrey, SomrongThom, KompongChamlang and
PrekDach.
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Scouts Group of Our Lady of the Smile Parish

help the Poor

The Scouts Group of Our Lady of the Smile
Parish in ChamkarTeang village in Takeo province

visited the poor and distributed gifts. The visit took
place on 13th April 2014 following Palm Sunday.
Mr. Bis Chanda, the coordinator of the Scout
group said, “This is a program for the leaders
and all the young scouts to have an opportunity to
visit helpless people. Every year we have savings
from the scouts themselves along with certain sum
of money provided by the Church to buy some
essentials for the poor living around the Church. This
year, due to the short duration of the exercise, we
had only the participation of the leaders from the
Church. We hope to improve this situation next year
in order to have the participation of all children so
that they are of one mind when sharing small gifts.”
Mr. Phoeung Sophan, the leader of the scout
group of ChamkarTeang Church said, “ this year,
2014, we chose 10 families, all of whom are the
poor including the elderly who have no help.”
ChamkarTeang’s Scout group comprises 43
leaders and 150 children and they have been
divided info ten groups in order to visit the poor
during Khmer New Year. The aim of the program
is to instill in them the need to care for the elderly,
the helpless and also to share what they have with
those in need. Furthermore, this is linked to Khmer
traditions during the Khmer New Year, which is a
sign of love for the nation by the Scout group.

Mr. Sing Ram, one of the recipients of this help said
in a joyful voice, “Truly thisis a joy that I never expected
from ChamkarTeang’s young Scouts who have
visited us and gave me the gifts” he went on to say, “I
would like to thank all members of the Scout group
and plead with them to confinue this service because

it helps people like me not to feel hopeless life.”
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Seminar on “Showing of Compassion in
Society”

§

The Office of Youth and Children conducted a
seminar on “Showing of Compassion in society”
on 3-4 May 2014 in the Takeo’s pastoral district.

The program was organized at the Kirivong’s
Holy Trinity Churchwiththe participationof youthfrom
Takeo’s pastoral center, led by the Office of Youth.

Mr. San Saroeun, the coordinator of the Office
of Youth and Children in the diocese of Phnom Penh
stressed that “This is a seminar aimed at leading
youth to take interest in and to understand that all
aspects of the acts of mercy are shown to societies
particularly families because Jesus taught us to
emulate Him and that when we help others, we do
it for Him.”

We did this by encouraging them to visit 5
families consisting of the ederly, sick, the
handicapped, widows in nearby villages.”

Youth Sam Cham from Our Lady of the
Smile Parish in ChamkarTeang expressed her
opinion by saying, “l was very happy that |
attended the seminar because it allows me to
better understand about the value of love and
mercy for other people. When | go to villages to
visit the poor | noticed how very happy they were;
this makes me determined to try to show mercy

for other members of society as best as | can.”
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Two Popes Canonized

Pope Francis has solemnly canonized
two previous Popes, John XXIII and John
Paul Il as saints. The solemn ceremony
was celebrated on 27th April, 2014 at
St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City. Leaders
from some 100 countries around the
world, Cardinals, Bishops and the Catholic
faithful estimated at 1.5 million converged
at this square. “Hundreds of millions of
people around the world including those
in Cambodia viewed the canonization
ceremony online and on Television.”

In his homily, the Holy Father spoke to
those gathered saying that “the two saints
were a bishop and a pope of the twentieth
century. They weren’t afraid of looking
at the wounds of Christ.” He continued by
saying that “the saints once lived during
the tragic events of the century; but all
these events did not affect their feelings,
thanks to their faith. The power of faith
has much influence in our love for Jesus
Christ, the redeemer of human beings and
the Lord of history. The mercy of God
is shown by the five wounds of Jesus.”
. _ In the presence of millions of people,
TERE ! Pope Francis said that St. John XXIII was

mgﬁgﬁhﬁjmﬁ]sﬂﬁh Qﬁﬁﬁﬁ}@‘ijwm a pope with an open mind to the Holy
dnasite {"’Eﬁgj” T - P Spirit and St. John Paul Il was a pope of
. NI :J 3 A In " Tm the family. Both of them have the courage
MRISNNYSWIVMAIUMIVANINYIEIY  filled with the Holy Spirit and are the
MVW000 AHEGTMUWINS VM Hims witnesses before the Church and the world
" S ) - i 3 : . regarding the goodness and mercy of
LUﬁWﬁjtﬂLﬂ?ﬂWS“ﬁJ:nU%mEm@mgﬂﬂ- God. In conclusion the Holy Father hoped
[
HNWIgcqmu  wun Sqﬂf?lﬁ 9 V099  that “the two saints teach us to more deeply
MNITOU WIMStsy [pigs{umeyth understand the mystery of God's mercy.”
gﬁmsmﬁﬁgmﬁmmm‘gnﬂ: Tfﬂ[ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ In the year 2000, Pope John XXIII was

. 20 - beatified. In 2011, Pope John Paul Il was
mUIU‘Iﬂ,ﬂ2an9E Uﬂﬁ%meﬂ 1 mnzr-.n beatified by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.
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INAIHY AR A @Umj 91811,“ nNaLSHAT Khmer New Year Celebration at St. Joseph’s

UnﬂjummLUtﬂnﬁ Fﬁ@j Church, Chumkiri
Mr. Em Sereth, a Catholic from Chumkiri Church

nam
pNAESIURINAMSIYUGAYT
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Boeung Taprum’ s Youth Save money to Help
People in need
On the third week of each month, a group of

youths from the St. Vincent de Paul society of Boeung
Taprum Church in Taprum village, Boeung Taprum,
Preynub district, Sihnanoukville visit the poor, the
elderly, the sick taking with them some gifts for
these unfortunate people. Mrs. Theary, the leader
of the group said, “More recently, our society of
St. Vincent de Paul has visited and provided some
essentialnecessities fortwo elderly peoplelocatedin
Sihanoukville’s Preynub district who have high blood
pressure which resulted blindness and paralysis.”

The gifts included: ten kilograms of rice, one
can of milk, two tins of canned fish, one bottle
of fish sauce, five packets of noodles, one pack
of detergent, one bottle of liquid washer and
one bar of soap. Mrs. Theay continued by saying
that
this because it gives me meaning in my life as

“She was very happy to be able to do

a Catholic; that is, not only do we speak about
love and compassion, we have to reach out to
those in need to express God’s love for all.”

Mrs. Theary also said, “We will continue our
activities to help the poor and the suffering.
She mentioned that the materials and foodstuffs
come from the 14-member youth group who has

cooperated by saving 500 to 1000 Riels a week.”
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Young Scouts from the Three Diocesan Pasto-

ral Districts gather for camping.

Before Khmer New Year celebration, a group of
youth and children of the three Catholic dioceses,
especially the Phnom Penh’s Catholic diocesan Office
for children, organized a camping experience
for young scouts. The event was held between
the 10-12th April 2014 ot Our Lady of the Smile
Parish in ChamkarTeang village, Kous commune,
Tramkak district, Takeo province. A total of 550
people participated in the program, including
young Scouts from the Kompong Som, Kompot,
and Takeo in the Pastoral district along with
the leaders of scouts throughout the diocese
of Phnom Penh. Rt. Rev. Olivier celebrated the
mass concelebrated by some priests.

Mr. Vicheit On, the person in charge of the
activity of children in the Phnom Penh’s Catholic
diocese said that 372 young scouts of three pas-
toral districts and the 170 scout leaders of the
three Catholic dioceses attended the program.

They came together to gain a new experience,
to experience joy together, to express love for
one another, to love nature, to love families
and society and especially to remind them of
their oath and rules of the scout movement. At this
event, Bishop Olivier, the bishop of the Phnom Penh
Catholic diocese warned those present by reminding
them of the scouts’ motto, “Be Prepared”. He said
“We are ready in an abiding manner to respect
nature, to be always prepared and ready to help
other people, to establish friendship with each other
and to respect parents of others. This is where,
we the scouts have to focus our attention so that
our scout movement becomes a group, which can

help our nation by contributing to its development.”




BSRBINGYS
Vicariate

MG IIS: INARAT UHOTIW Faigi
asimetivAmoghiidiwedyh Sbrgam
MU URAIUARSTSS g AIsinTuNHGIE
IBUNSENUINS MESURS UGBTI ANDY
D00SAY

IMNAHADUNSN SN ST 1hRsEIN AN
ey MANTNUEIURYS AR GAIS:
¢gunpmUUahwndmaniiag o
npsamwastihhiivg  wsieibhes
faniypw SlgiieimAuuigsinmuaan: 4

IMNAUSNUNUNITI NS S GURIAMWNSIS:
WiwysitAAwHogamicmieumes fhn:
wiiRunspeigigiin Samgisiiae
ifhy plmanosif ot aibhigithan/jan
Sl Wbl nssguinwinwis:mive
AgIUIDh Ahnm Asiusutia ythogy
ugia upim ginm:is

IMNAHADIY  QISHIMANUTA ARHAG
omiaumataniy ﬁmuhgshtgjﬁﬁﬁﬁé
waanmisan:im ddjeanstigibin:th
PAHONIWRNS U ganmit)itwes
MSITMEAIN NS AT W 4 GI{ANIWAGH
qﬁmﬁtmtn?quimﬁmﬁkuﬁgsmsjﬁ11 INWIG:

Jwioadyn  San:vhinainydimi ol
pSandig AR SIo TR anAis(n:
IWej fﬁmmsm:ﬁgﬁﬁgﬁtﬂhmmw:mg,mﬁjm
uibhiaiisle  ShejAuid o uinmenn
nYpWATAgMTE @S in:Shgomofhw
SuHipaann g AT

Foreign Catholics receive Sacrament of
Confirmation

Recently Rt. Rev. Oliver Schmittaeusler officiated
at a confirmation Mass and confirmed 14 candidates
from other countries witnessed by an estimated
600 foreign Catholics.

The bishop said that “We thank God especially
for the 14 Confirmed, which is a special gift from
the Holy Spirit that leads us to joy and become
a complete Catholic. After we have received
these gifts of the Holy Spirit let us not be afraid
to go out and herald the Risen Jesus and our
way of life. The Holy Spirit has chosen us to be a
witness about a life given by Jesus, which is not
only the work of priests and religious.”

The bishop has invited all Catholics to go out
and proclaim the Good News to others about
the mercy of God so that they have faith in Him
because Jesus said that whoever believes without
seeing are blessed. This is so that Catholics are
considerate to the sufferings of others by helping,
sharing and devoting time and money like the
Samaritan man. In this way Catholics will know
how to be a witness of the Risen Jesus through the
sacraments we receive. Catholics will then know
how to express joy in all works done, which even

though small can be offered to God with thanks.
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| Bishop visits Inmates at Detention Center |

On April 26, 2014 Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmit-
thaeusleur, the bishop of Phnom Penh, visited the

Correctional Center 1 (Prey Sar’sdetentionCenter)in
KomRieng village, PreyVeng district, Khan DongKau.
While there he celebrated the Eucharist assisted by
Fr.Toni Vendramin for the 22 inmates at this centre.

The Bishop said that “Missionaries of Charity
Brothers come here twice a month in order to
which is the
greatest food — Jesus Himself. Your attendance at

attend Mass with you (prisoners);

this Mass, where you also receive Jesus who is the
light of the world. He added: “We have to serve as
a light in the place where we are live even if the
light is small. Jesus is a sign of love and forgiveness.”

The Bishop went on to say that Jesus came to heal
human beings from disease and also the illness
in their hearts; that is to liberate them from sins. The
resurrection of Jesus makes the world become
a new world because He has inspired people
of all races to repent.

The Bishop also spoke words of encouragement
to the 22 inmates by saying, “For you here,
please do not feel hopelessness. This is a time for
you to make preparation to prepare for a new
life when you go out. May you live here in
solidarity, in love and in forgiveness.”

The Eucharistic celebration with the inmates
was organised by the Missionaries of Charity

Brothers on Saturdays, the fifth week of each month.
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