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Bishop's Letter

DEAR ALL OF YOU IN CHRIST!

A call for peace.

This is the word of Jesus to his disciples : “Peace be with you!” And this is the word of Jesus
for us in this time !Our world looks for peace, our hearts seek peace. This peace is not the result of a
treaty or any agreements, but comes from the bottom of our hearts, put there by Jesus himself.

Cambodia, like other countries in the region, in recent months has been seeking peace. There have
been demonstrations, repression, violence, deportation of so many workers from Thailand, negotiations,
sometimes threats but they do not produce peace.

The first way of Peace, is the hearts of men and women. We are called to look into the depths of ours
being to become the peacemakers that our society seeks and waits for.

Jesus gives us His peace, and more than giving peace, he leaves his peace for us .

May peace come into our hearts and justice reign in our world.

May our Martyrs shine on all of us !
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Thirty eight ethnic groups come together to
express their faith as one.
On 8th June, Some 1,000 Catholics of 38 mixed

races came together at St. Joseph’s Parish at Phsar Touch

to celebrate the feast of Pentecost. Fr. Bruno Cosme, the
parish priest of Northern Phnom Penh’s pastoral district
said, “Every year, we are lucky to have the occasion
of the feast of Pentecost and we have the bishop
to confirm our Catholics.”

He went on to say that this year it is even more special,
as the local Church has as many as 38 Catholics of different
races who had come together for Mass, which was a
special occasion to show that even though in many places
in the world the Catholics are of different ethnicity and
race they all have one faith in Jesus Christ and
receive the same Holy Spirit, as one extended family.

On this solemn occasion, St. Joseph’s church has
organized the confirmation ceremony for 19 candidates,
two of whom are from the French-speaking community.
The ceremony was presided by Bishop Olivier .

A French youth KleMong, who had received her
confirmation together with other Cambodian youth
said that she was happy to receive the Holy Spirit
and understood that she could have received the
Sacrament in other countries, if she wanted.

At this event Bishop Olivier said, “To receive the
fruits of the Holy Spirit we have to understand that the
Spirit dwells in and guides us to become a witness of
happiness and peace coming from our own hearts and
not only our lips. Furthermore, the Spirit inspires us to
unite as one Body in Christ to become an extended
family. We have to understand that the Spirit guides
us to become a witness of compassion, just as the
Samaritan man in the Gospel and to cater to others with
love like the washing of the disciples’ feet by Jesus.”
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Prayer For Vocations

BoeungTumpon’s Child Jesus Parish held a one
nd-half hour Taizé prayer service on the eve of
the feast of Pentecost with the participation of 200
Catholics. The service was led by Br. GuiLang from
the French Taizé community on the 7th June.

He explained , “We pray to prepare ourselves
to receive the Holy Spirit who is a gift from God.
The Holy Spirit inspires us to grow and enlightens
us to be considerate to the poor.”

He also said, “We meet here everyday because
we thirst for peace, justice, truth, hope and love in
our daily lives so that the world too will experience
these gifts. Thus, we pray attentively and offer
our lives to Jesus and beseech the Holy Spirit to
decend on us by singing His praises.”

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, The bishop of
the Catholic diocese of Phnom Penh, said, “prayer
guides us to be prepared to receive God and to
have experiences as Catholics who have a sense
of communion with God and other Christians in
an Ecumenical spirit. Thus, we hope to receive
gifts from God through the Holy Spirit and

__bear lofs of fruits in the life fo come.”
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L’E fg ﬁJGISﬂLn Funiwgt U.gtﬁiU ( ﬁﬂ{ﬂ ) ﬁ‘ ﬁ ) Catholics of St. Joseph’s Church at Sa’ Ang
join Forces To Build Church

mrﬁﬁas Iﬁ]UJH]SﬁﬁFﬂTUﬂJﬂUJﬁEﬁﬁ §ﬁﬁ??ﬂ On 3rd June 2014, Catholics of St. Joseph’s

o - Church at S’ Ang, Kandal's Prek Koh vill
pugsahit mufigémsswooc aghigl o oo AnG,handdiz Freichon vifage came

Y together and worked to expand the old church by
ARASINAIM: URRNR 12ARAMU

providing thelabour and their own money.
QU ig»ﬁj mann: AgmIg. FAINAYSIS: Mr. SunLong a member of the Church committee,
mS@JE s Ln NUfﬁJﬁSﬂnﬁ[}ﬂ UNAYS 182 NS  said that the Catholics within the Church

;q jﬁﬂﬂﬁu qu{]ulifLﬂnmﬁ Sﬁﬁﬁmﬁju‘?”ﬁ had gathered everyday to provide the labor
U”LU S8 UJnﬁﬂﬁLﬂ Juniis: 9 and raise certain funds to build the church. He
sissigsnnafmserfit idhfmnsguthi
movARdiR sfdgAgmis: 9 siwais: Sy
U9 0N QUIAR UGN UIRY
ANN:AYMIUISIMSUSIZ At s ARIS (HimI
SAMWSIMIUTNANT 9&00 0B NHIBIAARIS:
Bagvine  waipanassusuaameas |
RUBIMGSS 000RAN HIBIASHGO00RAN
YANMMNAHADUHUTIW IS MNAESMEMLA
asmasnm Wi puis Shnsmimne
AAnuinephadis: 4
nAsSiS:msATARNSIgRMUNED ocen L ISl TN i
TN SL% @U?ﬁ}‘.}‘ il ofgaNI iag 9.jfi§SfUlfﬁﬁ 0 the professional part of the construction work.” This
omaigan . wugys ILﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂiégmfaﬁquj project will be completed within ten weeks from
Hﬁ}ﬁ‘iSj St Ném:m:mmﬁgétsngms g The committee member said that this project
ig:lﬁ " mmsmﬁgmnuﬁwmmém@mm §ﬁfﬂ“ would cost some $US 15,000 of which Vietnamese
MUnywn:snaYS AYU§IaNa [JUIUIER  Catholics donated $US 5,000 and $US 4,000

TR §ﬁLﬁ‘UﬁﬁﬂmLﬂ:mﬁéﬁ°ﬂ iR Wwas given by the bishop of Phnom Penh diocese.
The balance came from Catholics in the village

said, “we had to also hire three workers to handle

start to finish.

through fundraising efforts.

The Church was builtin 1997 with only 70 Catholic
families, and now there are up to 135 families. Today
Eﬂ&ﬁﬁs{{;ﬂm r in addition to the Liturgical, the Catechetical and

1BE: /RIS

three groups conducting activities of charity and
involving themselve in other devotional groups

like the group of St. Therese, the group of Sacred

Heart of Jesus, and the Legion of Mary.
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Sporting activities at Champar Church brings
renewed hope to Villagers

Champar Church of the Mekong’s pastoral
districtis focusing on sports activities in order to
help youth understand the value of life and avoid
drug abuse.

Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong, the priest in charge
of the pastoral district of the Mekong river, said
that the Church had wanted youth in these villages
to understand the value of life and the spirit of
sportmanship, which is “win or lose, it is alright,
and one should not despair and get involved in
undesirable activities like wasting money and using
drugs and resorting to violence.”

He explained that some become violent during
sports since there is no one to supervise them during
these activities. He added that such sporting
activities has also helped in generating incomes for
the locals as they are able to sell food and drinks
to the players and onlookers during such activities.

Mr. Sok Vannat, 21, who has come to play
games at the Church’s stadium almost everyday,
said that sports is very good for youth, as it gives
them the opportunity to establish relationships and
exchange experience with other youth. Mr. Vannat
also said, “Without such activities | am afraid that
we will get involved in undesirable activities, which
can endanger personal health and social order.”

Sitting at a makeshift stall selling drinks at
the stadium, Mrs. ChanKim, said that “in this
village there is so much activity that the youth
mingle around creating shouts of joy and this
helps the youth to be within the village and not
wander away to other places as they did before.
Furthermore, my family can also generate some
income from the sale of food and drinks.”

The stadium of the Church was built in 2013 in
which youth can play sports without paying and fees.
Today, only football can be played at the stadium.
In the future, Fr. Werachai is going to initiate other
kinds of sporting activities suitable for young women.
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| 39 Youth are initiated into the Catholic Church

ChamkarTeang’s Our Lady of Smile Parish in
Takeo’s Tramkak district had an initiation ceremony
for thirty-nine youth to become Catholics (the first
step) after years of catechetical formation. The
service took place on 22nd June 2014 in the
presence of Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the
bishop of the Phnom Penh Catholic diocese.

Mr. Meak Sorn, the representative of catechists
said, “the 39 youth received instructions in the
Catholic faith for some years and we observed
that they have enough understanding of the
faith to be admitted to the first step of initiation
and continue their formation to prepare them
to become Catholics of firm faith and become
pillars of the Church in the future.”

Mr. Sok Khai, a candidate preparing for the
initiation ceremony into the Church said, “l am
delighted at being able to learn and understand the
Gospels which inspired me with renewed hope and
experience of love, which is different from before;
Ihave the drive to pursue my studies althoughtoday’s
living is a struggle. | can also encourage others to
do the same without discrimination.” He emphasized
that in the future he wants to become a model
Catholic with compassion just like Jesus Christ.”

Today, ChamkarTeang Church has about 170
Catholics compared to the year 1997 when there
was only one Catholic. After 2002, the Church
had grown in all fields of Pastoral activities,
the expression of

especially in compassion

for others in and around the village.
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30 Children Receive free
Health Check-up

On the 10th June 2014, Thirty
children of St. Augustine Parish
Preschool in Kompot received
free health check-up carried
out by the medical team of
the Church’s Health Community.

Teacher Chhan Srey Em, felt a
great sense of elation about the Church’s medical
health examination

team paying attention fo

of students in order to detect any type
of disease of children and creating intimacy
with them. The Teacher also hopes the medical
team would come often as a follow-up.

Mr. ChanNa, the coordinator of the health
program for pre-school children in the Phnom Penh
Catholic diocese said that having done follow
up examinations, many of the children have
experienced dental health and growth problems.
He continued by saying that not only had these
children been checked, but also treated there itself
in cases of mild lliness. He added that plans to hold
a seminar in order to educate parents/guardians
and teachers to understand more precisely about
the development of children’s growth through
food, basic hygiene dental care. This is the second

time that the medical team undertook this follow

up examination at Kompot's pastoral district.
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Cambodia Catholic Church Celebrates Cambodian Martyrs
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Thousands of Catholics from across the country
converged on 17th May 2014 on a “land of hope”
or the “land of Martyrs” located in TangKok village,
Baray district, Kompong Thom province. Bishop
Olivier, bishop of the Phnom Penh diocese and
Bishop Antonysamy, bishop of the prefecture
of Kompong Cham were the celebrants.

On that occasion, Bishop Olivier said in his homily
that “We have known about our Martyrs, not yet
formal Martyrs in a canonical manner but, we
firmly believe, with God and in heaven. Today
our Martyrs are making intercession for us, are
prayingto God for the strengthening of the Churches,
that we become a Church of witness.”

He went on to say that, “In older times we spoke
about witnesses — a witness had testified to the faith.
We are reminded about groups given a mission
by Jesus to spread the Good News by being a
witness to the Risen Jesus. The Roman Catholic
Church grows because witnesses speak from mouth
to mouth about the Resurrected Jesus, the day when
the Holy Spirit came. Saint Peter the Apostles
started  the journey of revealing the coming
of Jesus.” The bishop remarked that Martyrs were
those who gave their lives rather than deny their
faith. Saint Stephen, recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles, was the first Christian Martyr. “We know
that in those early times many Christians died for
the faith in Rome. In Cambodia, we had a Martyr
like Joseph Chhmar Salas who had given himself
for our land, journeying together with the Catholic
people during the Pol Pot regime, never leaving
them. He stayed here with his people and was
in fact the good shepherd in spite of not being
allowed to celebrate Mass for them.”

The bishop continued by saying that “This is
a moment when we express our thanks to God
for Martyrs who are models and who give us
strength to unite ourselves with the suffering Jesus.”

From 1970 to 1980, Martyrs had born witness
of their faith, willing to be punished and to em-

brace all manner of suffering for Jesus.
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| Prayer For Vocations

The bishop of the Phnom Penh Catholic diocese
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, pays great

attention to the vocations of Catholic youth in
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choosing their future by holding a full night of

e
B,

prayers so that the youth might devote this time to
reflect on their spirituality and also their social life.
On this 28th night of prayers for vocations at

Sihanoukville’s St. Michael’s church, Bishop Olivier

mﬂﬁﬁﬁmmﬁgfﬂﬁﬁmmmSWﬁSﬁG'ﬁmﬁéﬁ said, “Jesus calls us to respond to Him by serving

PRI other brothers and sisters who are experiencing
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i-ﬂﬁiﬁmmﬁﬂﬂ?“%” f:i 5? ﬁ?rmnnuhshs?nmﬁ a special mission of the Church and its faithful.

SMYRY 9 Prayers were intended to communicate with

God who is the source of everything.
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The bishop also encouraged the youth to answer

neunAYSIMIHUIR A ONS  INNARATIUH

courageously the call to the  priesthood by

Oiwasnsuanush: (nawam i

@JILE*’:QIG 8 wau(e 4 1 LIJ'UT[?Iﬁ SUAUSIE N consecrating one’s life completely to serve God and
AnuusANmA §ﬁ@JTU?ﬁiU°LﬁJ9J1mLﬂ°:fﬂmﬁli the poor. This prayer vigil was held on the 5th June
fﬂii]ﬁftﬂﬁ 4 with the participations of an estimated 150 persons.
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Meeting of Catholic Students who study and
live in Phnom Penh

More than 200 students who attend Phom
Penh the

together to share experiencesin studies and onliving

universities  in city were brought
in the city. The program was initiated on 1st June,
at the Phnom Penh Catholic Church’s Pastoral
Center in Chres village, Phnom Penh Thmey.

Fr. Vicent Senechal, the coordinator of Pastoral
Committee for Students said,“The program was
basically for the students to get to know each other
by creating intimacy between students who stay
in hostels and other living quarters in Phnom Penh.
The program dealt with the experience of life and
the problems they encounter in the city in order to

enable them to overcome such issues by healthy

interaction with one another. Furthermore, it also
%

@ |looked into problems facing Catholic students

in attending Church services where such activities
can bring the students closer as one family.”

In the four-hour meeting, all the students shared ex-
periences in small groups, talking about their stud-
ies and about living in the city.

At the conclusion, all those who participated
went into community prayer and participated in the
Eucharistic Mass celebrated by bishop Olivier.
The bishop of the Phnom Penh diocese also delivered
a message to the students, saying, “Each of you has
a right and role of an Apostle (a witness to Jesus)
at the place you live and at places of learning.

In this way we can extend our friendship
and offer encouragement and compassion to
one another, especially the children, the elderly, the
sick, the suffering etc.”

This was the first time that the Church in Phnom
Penh has called the Catholic students living and

studying in the city to come together for an encounter.
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Celebration of Mary, Helper

Nearly 1,000 Catholics gathered on the evening
of May 24th at the Don Bosco Technical School
located in Phnom Penh Thmey, Sen Sok district,to
celebrate Mary the Helper. Fathers, Sisters and
Brothers joined the gathering and Fr.Gustavo, the
coordinator of the Office of Youth and Children in
the Phnom Penh diocese was the celebrant.

On that occasion, Fr. Gustavo said that, “Today
is a significant day for all Catholics, especially for
the family of the salesians. Don Bosco was a saint
who had cherished Mary: she had a most important
place in his life as in the lives of youth who had
come to be educated.

Hence, today’s Mass to remember that Mary
was and is the Helper; that Mary was the Mother
of Jesus the Savior and is also our Mother; that
Mary cares for Her children. Mary always hears
us and knows of our needs.”

The program began at 5.30pm with the
procession of the statue of Mary around the school.
This procession had five phases in each of which
we asked for Her intercession, to help us, the sin-
ners. Teacher SokAun, the organizer of the pro-
gram said that,“Mary was a teacher who had such
an important place in the life and work of St Don
Bosco.Marycan be for us all a teacher, a bridge, a

way leading us to Jesus.”




BSRBINYS
Vicariate

tUﬁﬁséssmmf'ﬁmmﬁmw*ﬁmmﬁjﬁmmw
stasmiaanigls ghigynnmingn:aei
n8kIsIGin:ye (Rs[paIANig S SH{n L)
auSmuiigduc izawm nghisl islananuign
15808 svms‘lnmmm winaanmy eanivsae
Lnﬁnmm tﬁmmsmmsmgﬁmmmmmm 9000
1A MUHAUAM N AYRM O 18]HH gh MEd
MIVAISREaNIgENS 9

anmmmmnmmsmnngnamﬁj UNSEIAS
AL SYsY Saamu Shimaty Senim
nmmswnmmmmmmmsm"smhﬁmm
1shatﬁmgtujjsLUtm:UﬁJLn.,Lnfy WM
UwL“Ummﬁ?ﬁmstfnsmﬁ?f gAMLY mi
R Liurix SLnLnSh witis fReuatunin "

MU U SIUATIANA AR (YRANN:AYMITN:
?tmmsum MRUIE SIgAIEAn RS YR SY
U msmﬁhmmammmmamms ms
aifa Ambawivaimnainayaisinsiiaga
iR ﬁmﬂn[ﬂSUIEnLnUGSS[n LnUIﬂﬂn2ﬂnﬁﬂ
11N SBURDaANIgEN S shmammmmm
NS 4 mmvswjmwmmmmmmms iAn
igiithwanindgsis AnH iR uImumips
[PRIVATIANANAYNNSIES  I§EIMANDARY
{ph Bigs ONRRDISH MU A UTET ¢ 8jG Y
IR NI 9

INANYIRUSIZAD  (YRVIMIANIGIENS
(AN iRuns g Akis: Afinfiliauaiam
{AaguTaignym Qtsmﬁmmmn&tm:ﬁ?mum

= z?(.\')

g 11

§ONMAIURWIRS Y 100UIS: tsmswunmmﬁ
WsoSSAnUinieAoaoAma  wiRmUTATS
iBuipdanntiwgs  stimuAguaIMNANAYa
0s86S8 LANA NURAAFOOC vAY )

3 Candidates make their Vows of Membership

as Salesian Companions

Three candidates made their vows consecrating
themselves as members of Salesian companions
of lay people during the feast of Mary the helper
in front of the family of Salesians on the 24th May
at the Don Bosco church at Chress village, Phnom
Penh Thmey. The service was officiated by Fr. Leo
Ochoa of the Salesian order witnessed by about
1000 Catholics.

The three lay people are Mr. Frangois YanSoKhun,
Mr. John Bosco Nut LyNal and Mr. Paul Nim Ravuth.
They made their vows promising that “they will be
determined to live the teachings of Christ by taking
part in the Salesian order to serve God by serving

the poor and the youth, particularly those who
have been rejected by society.” Mr. Kong Sambath,
a committee member of Don Bosco church and a
teacher of Don Bosco’s history and morality said,
that the Salesian group of lay people was started
by Fr. Don Bosco who had established three groups:
the Salesians of Fathers, the Salesians of Sisters
and the Salesian Companions of lay people.
Hecontinuedbysayingthatthe SalensianCompanions
was originally formed with volunteer lay Catholics
so that they could assist Fr. Don Bosco to look after
the numerous street children and orphans since
he could not handle them on his own.

Mr. Sambath said that the Salesian Companions
of lay people who had made the vows are on
their journey in their lives as lay people. However,
what is important is that this journey must follow
the example of Fr. Don Bosco and be good models
or youths to follow, so that as witnesses of the
Salesian order, they help educate and encourage
outh to understand the sufferings of young
people. For the time being, there are only a
few Catholics at Phnom Penh Thmei Don Bosco
who were willing to consecrate their lives in this
group following the example of Fr. Don Bosco

and they number 27 persons since 2008.
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Birth of “ The Daughters Servent of Jesus” in
Phnom Penh Diocese

£4)

Prum Phall nicknamed Sophy girl who had
responded to the Call of God by willing to
help the poor, the sick and serve the Church
in Phnom Penh diocese has gone a step fur-
ther
in the Daughters servent of Jesus for a period of

in her humble life. She has made her vow

one year. The ceremony took place on 11th May
at the Pastoral Center of Phnom Penh Thmey. She
professed her vow before Bishop Olivier witnessed
by the men and women’s Emmanuel groups of more
than 300 persons who have reflected on the Call
along with an estimated 1,000 Catholics present.

The bishop in his homily reminded all the Catholics
present that Miss. Sophy had consecrated her life to
God for one year in a new community known as “The
Daughtersservent of Jesus”. This group of lay people

were willing to abandon normal earthly life
for a period of time showing others how to live,
especially in a consecrated life, not owning wealth
and devoting their life to the service of others.

On this occasion, the bishop asked the Catholic
youth in Cambodia to take this opportunity to
reflect on their lives and consider how they can
be of service to others by giving them hope
and being witnesses to Jesus and make the
Church in Cambodia grow according to the love
of God.. The bishop also urged the religious
congegations in the country to help build a Church
that is truly Cambodian in character and referrd to
a phrase “My country my Church”.

The daughter servant of Jesus is a Catholic lay
people group with volunteers who live in faith in Jesus
by praying for and serving the poorest of the
poor as well as living a life of chastity, poverty and
obedience to the Church. Sophy girl is the first can-
didate to make her vow .
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3Jul  : Mission council Meeting
30th night of pravers for
vocation at Takeo
Closing academic year at Major Seminary
4-6 Jul : Visit to Vietnam with Saint Justin School
8Jul : Meet with responsible of Fondacio Asia
9-13 Jul: Pastoral visit at Mekong sector
14 Jul : Am -closing ceremony of Kindergarten
at Chomkarcteang
15Jul : Am - meeting to prepare the 20th
anniversary of diplomatic relation with
Holy See and Cambodia
Pm : meeting with St Paul teachers

16 Jul : Closing ceremony at Saint Francis
High School

18 Jul : Mass at Carmel

19 Jul : Graduate ceremony at Don
Bosco Teuk THLA

20 Jul : Confirmation at Choumbkiri

Peace building party at Peace Village
24 July - 9 August : Visit family at France
10 Aug : Holy mass at Phnom Penh

IM-9C FIUN  # GIUTHENIIESH ANSTING AURTD Thmey Sector
ijfiiﬁjiijﬁﬁig[‘ﬁ ﬁ“im 13-18 Aug :Join Asian Youth Days at
5 Korea with Pope Francis

90 AIUM $ [UHIANAHATIL SHAMMIND : : ‘
20 Aug : Bishops and General Vicars meeting

FUGINAHAT A
” g & ,, = 23 Aug : Visit Koh Kong with Saint Francis
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25-28 Aug : Retreat and camp for vocations
at Sihanoukville

29-31 Aug :Join the meeting of the

Association of Catholic Universities

of Asia at Philippines.
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Chairman: Msgr. Olivier Schmitthaeusler
Tel: 023 64 00 841

Emall: apestelicvicariate. phnompenh(@gmail.com
##25, 54242, Bosung Pralit, FMakars, Phnem Perh,
‘Website: www.cothelizphnompentuorg

Facebook Page: Catholic Prnom Penh
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