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Catholic Church in Gambodia

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Duringthe Asian YouthDay last August,

Pope Francis granted an audience
to each Asian bishop in order to listen
to the situation of the Catholic Church =S
in their different places. When my turn
came, | told him about the martyrs
of Cambodia and how, until the present
time, our Church is like during the time
of the Apostles in that we meet every
Sunday in small groups. The Holy Father
has takengreat interest in our Church
and allowed us to formalize the steps
towards the beatification of our martyrs
soon.

We know that Jesus had chosen St.
Peter to direct the Church and this role
has been handed down to Pope Francis,
head of the Catholic Church today. The
Holy Father spoke to us of St. Peter and
the ministries to help build the Church.
First, we are the disciples of Jesus — from
day to day, we sit and say our prayers;
that is a chance to meet Jesus in person.
When we listen to the Word, we meet
Jesus; when we receive Communion,
we welcome Jesus in person. Secondly,
all the time we show compassion
and consideration towards the lowly,

we follow the example of Jesus.

ﬁ

Pope Francis gave us a clear example
during his arrival in Korea: he rode his
ownsimple pope-mobile in a country that
aboundsinluxurious and modern vehicles
because it has a much developed
economy. But the Holy Father preferred
to spend his time in a village to visit
children, the youth, the elderly, the
handicapped people; and this sent a
message to the Catholics in Korea as
well as in the whole world: that although
we live in a developed world, “a world
of everything”, what is important is that
we, as Catholics, must open our eyes
and hearts to the lowly. This is what the
Pope has reminded us — youth, and all
Catholics -in order to lead us to become
true disciples of Jesus.

For us Catholics here in Cambodiaq,
how do we witness to a life given to
love and compassion for the lowly?
In our villages there are still very many
poor people crying out to us. As a Church,
are we a sign of love to them, especially
in what we have done in this “Year
of Charity”2

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh

fta: pisndwmanm
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Church Prays for Peace in Cambodia and the

World

Last 13th September, Areyksat Church helda
prayer service for peace for Cambodia and
for warring countries in the world. The service,
which took place at Kandal’s Lovea Em district,
was attended by an estimated 100 Catholics
led by Frs.

Benitez, and two other priests.

Bruno Cosme, Gustavo Adrian

Fr. Gustavo, the parish priest in charge of
Areyksat, said that the prayer service was also an
opportunity for the Catholics to spend time together
in prayer and to unite Cambodians with families
who were suffering from war and violence. The
pastoral sectors of Northern Phnom Penh initiated
the service a few months ago. At the service, the
Catholics also had the chance to approach the
sacrament of reconciliation.

Sr. Ana Chinh Minh Than said that during the
service, she had observed that Catholics who
seldom came to Church before, joined the prayer
and they were reconciled with God. The nun said:
“The Catholics have come to their senses to build
peace and to make that peace start from us before
we could become a bridge to reconcile others.”

This was the second time that the prayer
service for peace was held in the pastoral
sectors of Northern Phnom Penh, following the
first held in St. Mary Magdalene Church (Svay
Pak).

each Church of the pastoral sectors.

The service will continue every month at
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Representatives of St. Paul’s Institute participate
in Seminar on Catholic Higher Education
for Social Justice

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, the principal
and Mrs. Men Tharin, the vice principal of St.
Paul’s Institute participated in the 22nd seminar
of Association of Southeast and East Asian Catholic
Colleges and Universities in the Philippines. The
seminar washeld from 28-31 August 2014 at Ateneo
de Davaoin the city of Davao.

Mrs. Men Tharin, the vice principal said that
this year’s seminar on the Catholic higher education
for social justice had placed an emphasis from all
universities about the proclamation of the truth
of peace. Emphasis was placed on true dialogue
towards world-wide justice, harmony, social
knowledge and moral education for students so
that the students would know how to use this
knowledge in doing the right thing in the future.

The vice principal continued by saying that
the seminar stressed on the current system of
education, which depends on human resources.
Emphasis was made for all to think of human
dignity, equal rights for both males and females
as well as providing decent salaries.

The Association of Southeast and East Asian
Catholic Colleges and Universities was established
with the membership of 74 colleges from eight
Asian nations. The aim of this association was the
enhancement of Catholic higher education and
support for the local Churches. St. Paul’s Institute
has become a full member of the association

at this meeting.

ALUGUST 28- 30, 2014
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Ompeu Prey Youth Learn How to Live in Family
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S, e youthhad the chance to reflect on how to live in family
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The camp was held at Ta Daul village, Ompeu Prey
last 24 to 28th August. Mrs. Thary Men, head of the
Ompeu Prey Pastoral Counciland a committee member
for the camp, said that the program was initiated so that
the youth would better understand about family and
social life. She added that in many families nowadays,
the youth experience physical violence, rude words and
lack of respect. They also need formation in hygiene
and care of the body. “Moreover we want to inculcate a
sense of reflection, a spirit of team working and building
and a sense of forgiveness for one another. She added
that most of the youth who had taken part in the
program are Buddhist and are aged 13-19. She said:
“Though the youth are not Catholics, we have prepared
a prayer service and got them to be involved in the
service freely a sign that we are Catholics, we do not
force people, and that we focus our attention on society
as well as on the world.”

Mr. Uk Samneang, the coordinator of the program,
saidthat the camp empowered the youth to move out
of their shyness and be courageous in expressing
themselves. The youth also gained more knowledge of
self-development and their social and moral duties.

Phalla Sokchan, 18, one of the campers, said
that the program had taught her how to live in family
and confrontsituations of domestic violence, of the use
of rude words, and scuffle with each other. Sochan
continued by sayingthat she had also understood that
one should know how toforgive, reconcile, and love one
another even outside the family.

She added that after the seminar, she coulduse good
and sweet words with her family.

In the camp program, a Taizé-style prayer was
heldin supplication for peace in warring countries, in the
whole world and in our very own Cambodia.
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Pilgrimage by Bicycle to Learn about Life and
Suffering

Seventy youth travelled a distance of some 47
kilometers by bicycle last 5-6th August, in order to reflect
on one’s daily life and find meaning in suffering. This
pilgrimage from Chumkiri Church to Our Lady of
the Smile Parish, was led by Fr. Gianluca Tavola.

Fr. Gianluca, the parish priest of the Kompot pastoral
sectors said that the program had also helped the youth
to travel with Mary, praying to her all the way and
asking her to intercede with God for peace for all
people. Through a firm determination, diligence and
open-mindedness, the young people learned to forgive
and to be aware of belonging to a Church, a group,
and one extended family.

Mr. Thep, the head of Chumkiri Church youth group,
said in a joyful tone: “This pilgrimage by bicycle means
very much to me personally, as for all the youth, because
we take it as an opportunity to contemplate the course
of our lives in a time of bitter difficulties, or of joy to
some, or as we face obstacles. However, we try to have
hope as we struggle and overcome the obstacles.”
He continued by saying that the program had also
helped youth not think too much of going out for
pleasure and wasting fime on vain entertainments,
but to concentrate on studying because they are the
core strength and backbone of the nation.

Miss Thida, a youth from Koh Sla Church, said: “| am
very delighted with the program even though | sweated
a lot and felt so hot, hungry and tired at times; however,
in my heart | felt much joy, just like the other youth, and
| looked forward to meeting the challenges of daily
life. The program helped me prepare to get involved
in national affairs in the near future by trying hard to
make myself become a good person in society.”
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17 Young Scouts Receive First Communion

Seventeen young scouts received the Eucharist-
for the first time last 7™ September in Chrey Thom
Church. The first-communion rite was officiated by
Peter Levan Tinh, and was attended by a scout
group and some 400 other Catholics from Kandal’s
Chrey Thom district. Chrey Thom Church requires
that children who receive Holy Communion for the
first time must be 9-14 years old, baptized, children
of Catholic parents and must have received faith
formation and instruction on the Word of God.

The young scouts of Chrey Thom Church of the
Tonle Bassac pastoral sectors comprise a total of
400 youth and are aged 6-20, of whom 100 youth
are Buddhists. At the function, there were also
some activities like games and group singing that
were held in order to take part in the annual

moon-saluting festival.
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Catholic Youth Prepare and Distribute
Cakes to Village Children

A group of Catholic youth in Treng Trayeung Church
distributed more than 100 sticky-rice cakes (“on-som”)
to more than 50 children in Kompong Speu’s Trapaing
Mres Village. The cylindrical cakes of various sizes, some
sweet and others salty, were made and packed by the
youth group last 24th August.

Miss Nhong, a member of the group,said that the
ingredients for the cakes came from the savings of the
youth group which they intended for this year’s party;
later they decided to use the money instead to make
the cakes which were distributed to children in remote
villages. Miss Nhong said: “| felt delighted when | saw
those children receiving the cakes from my hand with a
smile and with a word of thanks. And they ate heartily,
which made me even more joyful; it was as if | received
a reward in return. At first, | felt sorry that my savings for
the party had to go somewhere else, but now | have no
regrets at all,” she said.

Teacher Makara, a volunteerin Trapaing Mres Village
who was the one whomobilizedthe children to come
together and learn about hygiene and morality from the
youth group every Sunday, said: “I am really excited
about the youth’s activities. | have never seen such young
people showing compassion to the elderly by visiting
them, and dedication to the children in my village by
tirelessly educating them.”

It is to be emphasized that on Sundays the youth
group of Treng Trayeung Church visits villages and
educate children in remote areas like Trapaing Saray,
Au KonTrem, Trapaing Mres villageswhere there are
no schools, electricity and purified drinking water. The
group’s weekly expenses come from their own savings.
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Catholic Community of Phnom Penh make
helping the Poor and the Suffering their
Pastoral Goal

Catholics of the Apostlic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
have set as their main Pastoral goal of helping
the poor, the suffering and the weak in the spirit of
charity and good will in Cambodia. This decision
was taken during the four day Synod held in Phnom
Penh’s Thmey district. About 300 participants took
part in this Synod.

In his speech, Rt.Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur,
the bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
said: “Let’s become a bridge between the poor and
suffering with the ones who are able to help them.”

The bishop also reminded that according to a
report those that need assistance are not merely
looking only for material help.

The bishop has exhorted the Catholic community
with these words: “We take responsibility for the
charity of God and have to reflect on poverty
by looking more deeply at the various aspects
of helping in a holistic way. He reminded all that
“charity is abandoning one’s self interests happily
when serving others.”

Following the four-day synod, the participants
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promised to carry out such deeds in their various
Pastoral districts.

Ms. Moeung Sophy, 33, the teacher from
Teuk Thla Don Bosco shool said that it was an
essential experience for her and she will take the
recommendationsmade by the bishop andtrytocarry
out such services among the parents/guardians
and the students at the Don Bosco school.

Mrs. Thong Leang, a 60-year-old Catholic from
PreyPros Church said that when returning to her
village, she wants to help people with difficulties
not feel hopeless in their lives and help encourage
them to move ahead.

At this synod, the Phnom Penh diocesan
Catholics who represent the nine clerical committees
of the pastoral sectors and representatives of
Catholic organizations saw in the workplaces
and homes they visited, that the people there
experience three kinds of poverty: Wealth,
Morality and Spirituality.

His Lordship, the bishop said that Catholics
have to be prepared to set up a new charity
committee within each parish, by taking time to
pray together to see and hear those who are
suffering and offering immediate help. All this
should be done with love and compassion,
which will open a path leading us to come up with
new ideas all time.

Bishop Olivier suggested: “Let us become like
bees that form a network of love and mercy, so
that when we wake up we are thinking of ways
and means to bring happiness to others.”

The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh has
chosen as its Pastoral theme, “Year of Charity”
for three years from 2014-2016. On 27th
September Bishop Olivier declared the opening
of the year of charity in the Phnom Penh diocese.
At this occasion the bishop said that during
the second year of the theme: “We strive to make
more progress in compassion.”
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Bishop Yves Ramousse Leaves Cambodia

It was with profound sadness and deep appreciation
that the church in Cambodia had to bid farewell to a
former bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh,
Rt. Rev. Yves Ramousse. In a simple ceremony on the
6th October, the incumbent bishop of Phnom Penh, Rt.
Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur and a group of Catholics
wished him bon voyage as Bishop Ramousse left for
France, never to return to Cambodia again.

Bishop Yves Ramoussehad arrived in Cambodia for
the first time in 1957 as a priest of the Paris Foreign
Missions Society (MEP). In 1963 Fr. Ramousse was
appointed bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh by the Pope. He was then consecrated bishop in
Phnom Penh. In late April of 1975, he was expelled from
Cambodia, together with other foreigners by the Khmer
Rouge. He then handed over his responsibilities as bishop
to Fr. Chhmar Salas, a Cambodian national as Apostolic
Vicar. However, in 1977 Fr. Joseph Chhamar Salas
was arrested by the repressive regime and died of
starvation. The former bishop had been entrusted with
caring for Cambodian Catholics by the Holy Father and
he had also performed his functions as Vatican appointed
bishop of Cambodia in 1983. In 1992 the Holy See had
again assigned him as bishop of the Phnom Penh diocese
and he retired after many years of service in 2001.

Bishop Yves Ramousse was born on February 23,
1928 in France and ordained a priest of Paris Foreign

Missions Society (MEP) in 1953.
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| Spiritual Leaders of ASEAN reflect on Peace

With the support of the Thai government and
the Mohathera society, Mohacholalong high school
and the Buddhist society, a General Assembly was
held for spiritual leaders from ASEAN nations. This
is the first time such an assembly was held to discuss
peace. The assembly was held from 24-29
September in Ayutthaya, Thailand' Capital. The
theme of the Assembly was "Religious Tolerance."

The assembly discussed religious issues among
the various religious groups and representatives
from each
This Assembly focused on paving the
way for peace among the various religions in the

religion coming from the ASEAN
nations.

region which was aimed at preparing all for
the planned 2015 Asean Economic Community
integration. Since religion is a crucial element for
harmony among the various cultures in the region,
the assembly focussed much on such matters.
About 90 Spiritual leaders from ASEAN
attended this Assembly, including Cambodian
monks, namely: Reverends Oeun Sam Ath and
Lom Loeum, Muslim Imams Mohamatsis and Karim,
and priests Frs.
At the conclusion of the Assembly a joint
statement was released, which highlighted that
religions in Asean had already paved the way for

Ingun and Chatsirey Roeung.

strengthening and developing religious ties and
pursuing every means possible for their followers
to strengthen religious education to enable them
fo respect one another and come up with ways to
make peace and promote religious tolerance.
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Workers meet every Month to gain Knowledge
and promote Relationships

D?

Last 31th August the Pastoral Committee on
Labour, organized a gathering of 23 workers
to share experience with one another and cooked
food together at the young worker's center
located in Toul Pongro village, Sangkat Chamchao
in Phnom Penh Po Sensok district.

Mr. Hin Sophea, the coordinator of the program
said: " The meeting is held once every month to
educate workers on health care, hygiene and about
managing household goods. They also are taught
how to cook and bake cakes together at our school."

He continued by saying: " We also learn
about health, about nutritional food. The group
also shares their work experiences and in the
process gets to know one another and interact
well with each other with courtesy.”

One worker, Mr. Sokhom said: “In the beginning
the workers appeared to have apathy among
themselves, but after several such gatherings this
attitude changed as the participants seemed
joyful at meeting and sharing with one another.
They also visit each other and share their
experiences. It is thanks to Mr. Phea who helped
me in developing courage.”

Another worker Sophal from Kanadia said:
“I want to experience more such gatherings
as it is very helpful in many ways to build us.”

The meeting is also intended for workers at
factories to know each other well and seek
common issues. So the organizing committee also
helps them in writing letters in Khmer and also
infroduces them to the Information Technology.
In this way the committee has a firm tie with
the workers as it prepares them for the future.
It is to be noted that this meeting of workers
has been held four times so far with no less
than 20 workers participating. It is held every
fourth week of the month.
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Thirty Cambodian Youth Meet Pope
Francis at 6th Asian Youth

Thirty youth from Cambodia met the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
at the 6th Asian Youth Day held in Korea last 13-18th August.

Pope Francis encouraged the youth and all Catholics to bear
witness to Jesus in their daily life by following the examples
of the Korean martyrs. The Holy Father beatified 124 Korean
Catholic martyrs who had sacrificed their lives for their faith.

The Bishop said that when the Pope returned to Rome,
he would

speak with the Congregationt asked with

canonizing saints. “l believe that he will press for the
beatification of the martyrs of Cambodia. Likewise, we, the
Cambodian Church, must work hard and do what is necessary
to speed up the cause for the beatification of our saints.”

A Cambodian youth, Mom Rothmono, who participated
at the World Youth Day, and was one of the fortunate ones
to share the meal table with the Pope, said that he spoke
only a few phrases to Pope Francis; he asked him, “Do you
have enough rest?” And the Pope responded immediately:
“No problem for me, because all thework | carry out is for
the glory of God.” These words boosted Mono’s spirit. He add-
ed: “Indeed when we work for God, we have enough strength
to perform our tasks and do services for others.” He received
the blessing of the Pope, a special blessing that strengthened his
faith and spirit to continue his mission with other Catholic youth
and to express compassion for the poorer ones in society. He
was also inspired to follow the example of the martyrs.

Another youth, Sothea Menghour, said: “| felt very excited
when the Pope said that he would reflect on the life of the
Cambodian martyrs that they might be proclaimed martyrs of the
Universal Church soon. Then | felt that God was blessing Cambodia

and me as well. | promised that when | came back, | would live a

dignified life as a Cathollc and continue to profess my faith.”
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1 Oct : Mass at Carmel - 4th anniversary as
Vicar Apostolic of Phnom Penh -
Thanks for your prayers !

2 Oct : Mission Council Coordination Meeting
for the 20th Anniversary - Holy See /
Cambodia 3 1st Night Prayer for Vocations

3 Oct : Opening Ceremony at Students Center

5 Oct @ Mass at TangKauk with Bishop Yves

6 Oct : Meeting at Peace Village

7 Oct : Formation for Phnom Penh Accounting
Officers

8 Oct : Meeting with Youth and Children Ofthce

9 Oct : Mission Council

10 Oct  : Monthly meeting at Champa

11 Oct : Opening new academic Year -

St Justin - School of Faith Spm ; Mass

at World Vision

12 Oct : Confirmation at Ompeov Prey

13-15 Oct: Presbyterium

15 Oct  : 6ipm - Opening Mass at Major Seminary

16 Oct  : Mission Council

17 Oct  : 2pm Mass at St Luke Shelter

19 Oct : Lay Missionaries day - Mission
Sunday - Mass at Boeung Toumpun

21 Oct : Coordinaton meeting with Catholie
Education Office

22 Oct  : Meeting and Mass with Maryknoll

24 Oct  : Mass at Carmel

26 Oct  : Mass at Kirivong

29-30 Oct: Ceremonies for the 20th
Anmiversary of Diplomatc Relatons
between Holy See and Cambodia

29 Oct : 9 am Holy mass for all (St Joseph)

3 pm : Pravers for Peace - Inter-religious

(Phnom Penh Thmey)

: 9 am Meeting with officials from

Cambodian Government (Phnom

Penh Thmey)

6 pm : Official reception at

Cambodiana Hotel

30 Oct
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9. ﬁ?&ﬂﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘l ﬁ?ﬁjl Bachelor of Information Technology
b. STMG{R{Eo{pHIS AT Bachelor of Tourism Management
m. ﬁ?@ﬁtﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬂt@iﬁ&iﬁﬁ Bachelor of English Literature

¢. STMS{ARRAY HSBIATAAIA Bachelor of Agronomy

R. UTMU{FRRERG Bachelor of Social Work
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Website: www.spi.edu.kh | E-mail: spi.takeo@gmail.com
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