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USHIUESINAHAT U ¥ BisHor’s LETTER

Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS

The Christmas season is coming to an
end.... But let us reflect and keep alive in our
hearts the Mystery of the Incarnation.

The birth of the Son of God, the
Prince of Peace, is an event that should leave no
one indifferent.

This year, around the Vicariate, | saw
crowds celebrating the mystery of Christmas as it
was enacted by children and young people!
A Savior is born! It is good news that we want

to share with many in prisons, in hospitals,
in villages, in the middle of rice fields, in the
churches of our parishes, on the sidewalks
of our streets.... At the end of each performance
of the Nativity, we sang: “He was born the
Divine Child....”

May this joy stay with us during this
year 2015. May this joy stay in the depths
of our heart and become a reality beyond
the illusions of a society growing so rapidly!

In 2014, we unfortunately witnessed
horrors  around the world:

many war,

terrorism, extermination of Christians in the
Middle East; so many tragedies in families and
factories; the road accidents here in Cambodia.

But we also witnessed the wonders of
God through so many happy events:

. J— : 5

providence of God who gives us pastors

new seminarians and the

according to His heart, two priests
and one deacon.

. — : The nights of prayer for Vocations

. J— : The baptisms and confirmations

. J— : The new pastoral sectors of Phnom
Penh Thmey and Takmao

— : The dynamism of our communities, leaven

Bishop Olivier SCHMITHAEUSLER's Letter
January 2015

in the dough, the communities who
teach and form, who pray and are
at the service of charity

: The

diocesan services by the more than 80

work done with passion in

“apostles” who work daily in service with

youth,  health, media, education,
workers, catechesis
: The

of the Saint Justin School

students
of Faith
: The Asian Youth Days in Korea with Pope

enthus asm of the

Francis

: The synod “Charity in Action” and multiple
meetings around the Vicariate for youth
and children during the year

: Religious congregations, lay missionary

Catholic  NGOs  that

reflect, in daily life, God’s love for all

associations,

with a preferential option for the little
ones, in all sectors of society
: Multiple anniversaries: 20 years of
diplomatic relations, 20 years of the
parish in Boeung Toumpoun, 15 years
of the parish in Champa, 15 years of

the Catholic Students Center

Let each one of us, with Mary, keep these
events in his or her heart and with the shepherds

glorify and praise God for what we have seen!

God bless you all and keep you in His peace

+Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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SvAY PAK PARISHIONERS BRING CHRISTMAS
BLESSINGS TO PROTESTANTS

The youth group of Svay Pak Parish made
their way to the Rahab Protestant Church last
January 4th to share Christmas blessings with
their brothers and sisters there. Accompanied
by Fr. Chatsirey Roeung and Sr. Supatra
Sophon, the group sang Christmas carols and
goodwill songs to the Christians assembled
in their church located in Sangket Svay Pak,
Russey Keo district, Phnom Penh

Fr. Chatsirey who is the Chancellor and
General Secretary of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh, gave his blessings as the
representative of the Catholic Church in the
area and told about the purpose of the
gathering: to share the love of Jesus who has
inspired them to arrive there. The priest also
took the opportunity to educate youth about
religious communication and the inter-religious
dialogue encouraged by the Second Vatican
Council.

Besides the fellowship, a prayer for peace
was also held. The Pastor of Rahab Church
joyfully said that he hoped the Catholic
and Protestant Churches can establish closer
mutual cooperation in the near future.
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| 341H NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS |

The Apostolic of Vicariate of Phnom Penh
organized the 34th Night of Prayer for
Vocations on 8th January 2015 at the Child
Jesus Parish (BoeungTumpon) located in the
pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh in
BoeungTumpon district in Khan Meanchey.
Also present at the prayer service were the
head of the college of bishops in Cambodia
and Laos, Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusleur and
an estimated 300 Catholics.

Bishop Olivier said that this was an
opportunity for prayer for vocations, and
asking God for His blessings for peace in the
world so that human beings may find God and
in the process love one another. The bishop
further said: “The Commandment of Jesus is
not very strict, namely you love God as well as
others. “Moreover what we all want is to have
happiness in life.”

The bishop also advised all the Catholics
to understand the four principles to attain
happiness. “First you have to know yourself
and understand clearly who you are and what
really you want to do? Secondly, you have to
understand that your life would not have true
happiness if you do not care for others. Thirdly,
you have to understand that happiness is
found when we share with others about true
happiness and fourthly, you have to set a clear
goal to lead your life and know that we have
our own source of love given to us by God.”

Fr. Vincent Senechal, the parish priest,
said: “The gathering is simple yet it reminded
me of my initial call, which brings fond
memories.” He continued by saying that the
testimony by Bro. Samnang helped the youth
who are in doubt about themselves and who
want to seek such happiness. Hence, when
communicating with God, it is a special time
to listen to Him and be filled with strength
and enlightenment by God as they search for
happiness in their life.
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CHReY THOM CHURCH CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS FEAST

Chrey Thom Church in Kandal province’s Koh
Thom district celebrated the feast of Christmas
in a new manner by creating a festive
Christmas on the night of December 25th,
2014 as a sign of showing the love of God
with singing and Hip Hop-styled dances. The
celebration was different from every year
and it was officiated by Peter Levan Tinh, the
parish priest in charge of the pastoral sectors
of the Bassac River in the presence of Sisters,
Brothers and an estimated 2,000 Parishioners
from Chrey Thom, Koh Thieu, and Tuol Kra-
sang.

Sr. Lorng, the celebrant of the liturgical
service said that the feast was celebrated with
great pomp because of the sound of singing
the songs and dancing so that all those present
rejoiced heartily in the ceremony. All of these
could be thought that the love of God prevails
in all the corners of the world and likewise the
Church wants them to enjoy the love of God
and unite to help in the respective works of
the Church.

This is the first year that the Church initi-
ated such a festive ceremony and next year
the Church intends to initiate an even better
service, thereby drawing even more viewers.
Those who attended the service until the end
joined in lucky draw.
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT ST. ANTOINE CHURCH

185 Catholics from 46 families of th Church
of St. Antoine (Kompong Chamlang) located

at Prek Tonloap village in Kandal province,
in the pastoral sector of the Mekong River in
Phnom Penh diocese, held a Christmas Mass
and staged a pageant on the life of Jesus on
the eve of Christmas on 24th December 201 4.
Apart from remembering the birth of Christ,
the Eucharistic celebration also focussed on the
mercy of God for earthly humanm, which was
presided by Fr. Nikon Prasudsaengchan.

Bro. Keo Sovan, from the Family of Mother
the Savior, who is in charge of the Church in
Kompong Chamlang, said: “It is customary for
Catholics here to perform a Christmas pag-
eant on Jesus every year. Non-Catholics also
came to view this prsentation. This was a good
opportunity for them to know about Jesus and
our Church.”

Ms. Kim Lym a youth, who played the role
Mary, said: “I performed this show twice so
far and yet every time | perform | always feel
very excited and | am very happy to take part
in the performance as well as find that God
does love mankind.”

On this day not only did  Catholics
celebrate the feast of Christmas, non-Catholics
came to pay their respects. Christmas is a time
of peace so that all the people of the world
will know the name of Jesus.

su»sm\pfiwsum@m@sh}’srs[n:mmﬁsm[nﬁms - jusn: shfgroe
u 1 @ U A -




FURYMAY ¥ VICARAITE

(| SRS TIRGESIA A G {FRGIRTS

NAESMANAASMARINM  MSHJU
GG Uﬁnmhﬁmmwumﬁnumﬁﬂmms
g8 ﬁnMﬂﬁHﬁﬂi’ﬁnMnSﬁSﬁn?ﬂnUmmS
BNANGHEOA ﬁﬁ?ﬁmvwm iwjeiyh
[nHY tﬁ&gmmqgg AN EIAMUE 81
HIlp:ARA(p: mmm NEARGUHRIN &
m&gumnmhnh iBumsiiigmunig
§99 yAn 1909dtsﬂannmmnamnnmm8‘1

IMAHATIUABMARINM Hﬁ'j‘?tumnmtm:
MSASPANNS  AEGIARIUTAIS ANHATIOS
ARNRSMNSUWEGE  wgho:sUatul
inaemigimislun 1 innuigeth « bkt
fnfLU'Efﬁ%§mumHm°mmf{f Shiphinimig
UmmﬁUtU“lnImmeu’Lﬂ M ARLURYSH
19)a9 tmtﬁUtLU Shan@ o]

INNAHAD UM SURA usaga&ywﬁugiém
isiahapetiumsulysiigad Ruankia
menmma iwibagindins Sansinsng
Ry mipvaRn:  Rgigoauang
UM ESIYMAIMMITAN TG AR
HAGIRIS:

ik ﬁitﬂnHS“’]nﬂJnﬁv MARNMAUEANG
tmtanthassG jpns: nRmiAng 1eq
g seamint 12aiAy 12RANA I2HIM AN

12aAnhe ShiepAnmu AU

3

b)

ISR RYSIIAN NS




fURYMAN]Y # VICARAITE

A BisHopr: LET CATHOLICS PRAY AND LAY AcTiviTiES IN SOCIETY

The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penhheld a
gathering of office representatives, priests, the
religious, missionaries and the representatives
of the Catholic community in the diocese.
The January 11th 2015 assembly was attended
by an estimated 450 persons during the
Epiphany with a view of meeting for talks,
exchaning dialogue and saying thanks to God
as well as asking Him for renewed strength in
the new year. The gathering took place in the
pastoral sectors of Phnom Penh Thmei.

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop
of the diocese said that let all the Catholics
unit to build peace and justice and forgive one
another. He further said: “We have to have a
change of heart to follow God and come up
with a method to show God’s revealed mercy
to other people by serving and healing like
Jesus did.” The bishop placed an emphasis as
follows: “It allows us to continue to look into
society where other people are experiencing
sufferings and we have to pray and carry out
activities, especially the charity group with the
aim of serving as a tool expressing even more
the compassion of God to the others.”

The Catholic Church of Phnom Penh diocese
coversthe 8 provincialcitiesandthe capitals—the
capital city of Phnom Penh, Sihanouk province,
Takeo province, Kompot province, Koh Kong
province, Kompong Speu, and Kandal prov-
ince.
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S1.PAuL’s INsTITUTE CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS

St. Paul’s Institute located in Kaki village,
Tramkak district, Takeo province celebrated
the feast of Christmas on 22nd December
2014, so that all the students would feel the
joy at receiving Jesus as the light coming down
to earth. The celebration was attended by more
than 300 students and guests in the presence
of Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, the
principal and vice principal Ms. Men Tharin.

Ms. Men Tharin said that it was a day of
expressing love in the hope that the students
would take this opportunity to cooperate, love
one another and also to show their talents
as well. Tharin addedthat the feast of Jesus’
birth is important because the Institute of
St.Paul was set up by the Catholic Church and
Jesus who was born for us is the Good News
to be shared with all the students.

The bishop said: “We have joy this whole
night to see the achievements of the students
such as a stage show, the story of the
English-language and dances in order to make
the night one of peace and joy. Studying at
St.Paul’s Institute with all its facilities will help
preparethe students for the future.” The bishop’s
message covered two points for the year
201 5. First, that teachers and students continue
to take care, protect and do more research for
good quality education and secondly, that
they will take care of those in need in society
in the spirit of Christmas.

This was the fifth time that the Institute
initiated  such  programmes since  the
establishment of the schoolin 2009. Atthis year’s
gathering all the staff and students
contributed cash to buy fruits and presents
for the bishop and the balance amount of
803,000 Riel was given to him to be used to
buy gifts for the poor during Chrustmas. Dalys

-10 -
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CHAMKARTEANG CHurcH Holps 4™
Kite-FLYiNc CoMPETITION

127 flying kites (kites which make a noise hymens
of vibrating cord affixed to them) from districts in Takeo
province are gathered on 27 December 2014
in Chamkar Teang village, Takeo’s Tramkak district in
order to enter a competition to earn victory respectively.
In particular a frieldly match was afficiated by Rt.
Rev.Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh in the presence of Mr. Koam
Dampheng, the deputy director of the Department of
Cults and Religion, Mr. Sao Samdy, a member of the
competition Committee, Mr. Ly Laysreng the former
deputy prime minister and more than 300 local people.

Mr. Meak Sorn, the chairman of the organizing
committee said that the contest activity is intended for the
local people to know the Catholic Church and the Church
knows the Khmer cultures also, especially this is one kind of
sporting bringing a special joy on the occasion of
the Christmas feast and the sport can be played by
both children and elderly people.

Speaking at the open match Bishop Olivier said:
“Today is an occasion showing that we are one family
although we come from different villages and we hope
that there will be even much more participants every
year. Today he also says thanks to the chief of the
pagoda, the representative of the ministry of Cults and
Religion for participating in a religious manner whether
Buddhism or Christianity as a sign showing that we unite
to preserve cultures and we have joy together.”

Mr. Koam Dampheng said: “There are both winners
and losers in a contest yet you are careful and properly

ready to take on. He continued by saying that the
kite has 27 categories but we choose only one to
compete.” Mr. Pheng expressed his thanks to the bishop, a
high-profile person for always paying high attention to
helping religions and society.

This was the fourth year that Chamkar Teang Church
organized the kite-flying contest during the harvest
season every year. In particular this year there was a
significant increase when compared to the first year
there were 37 kites.
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INTER-RELIGIOUS REPRESENTATIVES PAY VisIT AND
DistriBUTE GIFTs To INMATES

Representatives from the main religions
in Cambodia — Buddhist, Islam, Catholic and
Protestant — showed compassion and solidarity
by visiting inmates in the provincial jail of
KompotProvince and bringing gifts to them
last January 6th.

The Bishop also encouraged the inmates to
try hard and look forward in order to prepare
themselves for a future of hope. He begged
them to free their hearts, for it is in living with
freedom in one’s heart that a person can fully
appreciate what he truly is — a human being
with dignity.
the of the
Buddhist and Muslim communities advised all

Likewise, representatives
the inmates to try to have a change of heart
and live a new life, without committing further
offenses once they have left the prison so that
they may truly enjoy their freedom.

the the
representatives of each religion, the organizers

Following suggestion  of
of the activities concluded the meeting with
prayers and chanting, with the prisoners joining
them. The gifts provided for the inmates on
the occasion included food and some packed
It is to be noted here that of the

total 363 prisoners who joined, 21

essentials.
were
female.
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CHRISTMAS IN TRENG TRAYENG CHURCH

The Catholics of Treng Trayeng Church in
Kompong Speu located in the pastoral sectors
of Sihanoukville joined forces to collect some
money to celebrate the feast of Christmas. The
celebration was attended by an estmiated
400 people last 28th December 2014.

Mr. Leng Hong, the chairman of the Church
Committee said that Treng Trayeng Church
had felt in a very joyful mood because this
year’s Christmas was attended with careful
attention by young and old Catholics that
was different from previous year because
this year all the Catholics united with all their
strenght to celebrate the feast, including a
stage performing the Christmas story of Jesus
and unprecedented dances. . In particular
Catholics united to collected US$408 for the
programme in order to share expenses of the
programme.

Mr. Prum Ngau, 72, a Committee member
of Treng Trayeng Church said that this year’s
feast was happier than every year when he
saw all the Catholics and youth united to make
the programme pompous and made villagers
nearby interteredinviewingthe performance of
Jesus’ story, espeically the dances. He continued
by saying: “Jesus brings all mankind happiness,
therefore we take Jesus as model and create
happiness and peace in our village.”

Fr. Un Son, the parish priest in charge of
the pastoral sectors of Sihanoukville said in his
homily: “May Jesus incarnate in our heart and
we go out proclaiming the mercy of God with
heart wide open and we have a change of
heart loving others and helping one another.

In particular the Catholic Church of the
Phnom Penh diocese has annouced the ‘Year
of Charity’ for a period of three years so that
we will show love for others and also it coin-
cided with the birth of Jesus.”
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TakHMAO PARISH CREATES FORMATION
AcTtiviTies oF CHILDREN

The parish of Takhmao has formed a young
Scout group of 35 children ranging from
pre-school to primary school for Sunday
formation attendance.

The main point of the activities is intended
to educate them the skillful life of society. Fr.
Mario Ghezzi, the parish priest in charge of
the pastoral sectors of Takhmao in Kandal
province said: “There are a lot of children who
walk the wrong path - gambling, alcoholic
consumption, drugs abuse and the committing
of bad activities. Hence we have also formed
this group to gather children on Sundays
to educate, tell tales and conduct hygienic
formation, play recreational games and arts
for them and in turn they take interest in their
studies.

Fr. Mario further said: “Initially we have to go
from door to door asking their parents to allow
them to come with us because the children
cannot engage in societal activities without
parents/guardians.” The priest stressed: “what
interests us is that the courage of children to
try hard to join us every weekend.”

Mr. Seng Pheaktra, the mentor of the young
scout group and a student from Kompot prov-
ince said: “My aim is to help children have
personal development, respect other people
and share love for one another, particularly
orphaned children who are helpless have a
chance of being educated by us.”

The group has ten mentors both Catholics
and Buddhists who come from provinces.
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Jesuit SErvice oF CAMBODIA DisTRIBUTES GIFTS
To POOR STUDENTS

On the occasion of the upcoming feast
of Christmas, on the morning of December
15th, the Jesuit Service of Cambodia (JSC)
distributed study materials the poor
students from villages in AngSnuol district,
Kandal province — an area where the Jesuit
Service of Cambodia has been developing
educational programmes for the benefit of
students there.

Mr. Long Sophal, the manager of
development project of the Jesuit Service in
the Ang Snuol district (Banteay Prieb) said
that the JSC organized the distribution of
these gifts to 33 poor students. Each of them
received a package of essentials including
15 kilograms of rice. Mr. Sophal continued
by saying that the organization had offered
incentives to four outstanding students, ranked
number one by providing them a watch each.

Mr. Sophal stressed that the educational
program of the JSC provided such materials
for poor students every month and the
organization also has prepared a study
library for primary, secondary and high
school students. This is intended to inculcate in
them reading habits and help them in research
for their studies, which is also part of the
development effort of JSC.

The gift distribution activity was carried out
at the vocational training center for people
with disabilities located in Trapeang Veng
village, Chhok Chheur Neang commune in the
Ang Snuol district of Kandal province. About
100 civil servants including members of the
local authority, parents/guardians of the
needy children attended this function.

to
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500 Poor FamiLies Orrerep GiFts By Mis-
SIONARIES OF CHARITY

On 13th December, 2014, the Missionaries
of Charity (Monivong Bld.) organized a
function where Christmas gifts were distributed
to 500 poor families. Bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh, distributed these
gifts with the help of the brothers and sisters
of the congregation and some voluntary youth
groups in the compound of the house of the
Sisters located in Monivong Bld, Phnom Penh.

Sr. Lu Myna, a nun of the Missionaries of
Charity said that every year on the occasion
of the feast of Christmas, the Missionaries
of Charity congregations all over the world
distribute gifts to the poor, the sick, the elderly,
the orphaned children and the helpless in the
spirit of the season as a sign of sharing their
love and compassion for them because Jesus
who came into the world brings love, joy and
peace for all mankind.

The nun continued by saying that the gifts
were distributed to them regardless of any
race or creed.

Speaking at the occasion, Bishop Olivier
said: “The Sisters have a love and light to lead
us to have more strength to struggle more.
Our lives will not lose hope, but instead we
have to struggle.”

The bishop also said: “We unite to build
a new world promoting justice, peace and
love. On this day | wish you all the happiness,
good health, especially mental and physical
strength to continue to struggle in life for our
children. However hard it is, we do our best,
with all our strength in order that our children
will have a brighter future.”
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP

Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in January 2015
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1 Jan
3 Jan
4 Jan
5 Jan
6 Jan

7 Jan

8 Jan

: HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL !

: Meeting with former students of JEJ]

: Epiphany Feast at Pochentong

: Preside the Jury for Thesis at St Paul

: Visit the prison at Kampot -
Interreligious program

: Meeting with all religious responsible
at PP Thmey Pastoral Center (to be confirm)
: am: Mission Council (PP Thmey)

6.30pm - 34th Night prayer for Vocations -

9 Jan
11 Jan

Boeung Tumpun
: Meeting at Areyksat
: 8am Holy Mass - PP Thmey

4pm Gathering for Epiphany at PP Thmey

12 Jan

14 Jan
15 Jan

16 Jan
17 Jan

18 Jan
19 Jan
20 Jan

21 Jan
22 Jan

: 2pm - Annual Retraet for CACD
Members

: Visit Don Bosco School - Phoum Chrey
: Mission Council (Takmao)

2pm Visit Lavala School

: 2pm Visit of Vietnamese Doctor - Saang
: Teach at St Justin School

Preside Wedding at Takeo

: Holy Mass at Kirivong

: Visit to Phnom Voah

: Join Caritas annual retreat at
Sihanoukville

: Meeting at St Paul - MC 1520

: Meeting at CSC

2.30 pm Visit of center for Children at

24 Jan
25 Jan

26 Jan

Kompong Speu

: Preside a wedding at Takeo

: Holy Mass at Chomkarcheang

+ Prey Kbas

: am: help old people at Angtasaom

pm lectio divina + st Michael - Boeung Toumpun

27 Jan

29 Jan
30 Jan
31 Jan
1 Feb

: 8.30 am:Recollection for all priests
Monthly visit at Seminary

: Mission Council

: am Education Office Meeting

: Feast of St John Bosco - PP Thmey
: Chrey Thom
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