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Anostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh

N “LOVE EACH OTHER
Bl T AS BROTHERS AND SISTERS” (Hb 13.1)

|

Dearest Youths of Laos and Cambodia!

It is a great joy to celebrate for a week, the brotherhood that unites us in Christ !
Our two churches gathered in the same Episcopal Conference since 1968!
The events in 1975, have prevented your bishops to come together
for many vyears. Thanks God, now, every year, the Episcopal Conference
of Laos and Cambodia can meet alternately in Laos and Cambodia.

The meeting of bishops is a time for sharings and encounters between our two
Churches. These Laos-Cambodia Youth days are one more step in the encounter and
reciprocal understandings.

The world is changing fast. Our societies is largely open up to this world
in movment. The common market of ASEAN is upon us. But this market if it
does succeed, can be built only on economic and political considerations?
We Catholics, we must have our part in this construction by help all to opening hearts and
minds to brotherhood and respect for the transcendent dignity of every human being.

We Catholics, we are called to enter into dialogue with people and with other
religions to better understanding and walk together towards peace and justice.

Dear Youths, this call is for you today! The Asean requires
above all, the construction of peace in the dialogue. Theses days are
a special occasion for encouting and sharing in Christ’s love and brotherhood!
God bless you all and open the doors of your heart to love your neighbor, which is

our brother and our sister that God offers to us!

™)
"’C:mmﬁ\“\‘\

+Ohv CHMITTHAEUSLER
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
President of the Episcopa] Conference Laos-Cambodia (CELAC)
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Church Commemorates Patron Saint Mary
Magdalene

The Church in Kilometer 11 in the pastoral

sector of Northern Phnom Penh last 25th July

2015,
Magdalene with a Eucharistic celebration. The

commemorated the feast of Mary
celebration was attended by Frs. Charles Nani
Kale, Gustavo Adrian Benitez and Chatsirey
Roeung, the chancellor and general secretary of
the Vicariate, together with a good number of
parishioners.

The Church in Kilometer 11 (Spay Pak) is
normally known as St. Magdalene’s Church. Fr.
Charles said: “Dear parishioners please make
your confession to have a change of heart as
well as faith in God by keeping away from sins.
The priest reminded all that Mary Magdalene
was o prostitute with many sins but after
encountering Jesus she stayed away from
committing sins and later became a saint. It was
her faith in Jesus that purified her.

The celebration with a procession where the
statue of Saint Mary Magdalene was carried
in procession around a village by the
parishioners as prayers and hymns were recited
and sung praising God. Fr. Chatsirey Roeung as
the chancellor and general secretary made a
formal announcement of the appointment of Fr.
Charles to be in charge of four parishes such
as Prek Taten, Anglong Kangan, Svay Pak and

SenSok from September 2015.
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Bishops Visits High School

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, Msgr. Antonysamy
of the Apostolic Prefecture of Kampong Cham on
22nd July 2015 visited the staff, teachers and
students, estimated at 150 of Chamroeun Vichear
High School located in Baray Kert village, Baray Kert
commune, Prey Veng province’s Prey Veng district.

Msgr. Antonysamy spoke at the ceremony that
Chamroeun Vichear High School has succeeded in
the education sector thanks to the students trying and
studying hard and especially teachers’ attention in
teaching. The local Ordinary stressed that the high
school followed the example of the high school of
general knowledge and vocational training of St.
Francis of Assisi High School in Takeo province.

Bishop Olivier encouraged all the students to try
to study hard in order to achieve success in life. The
bishop reminded the students to try hard to study the
Khmer language better and hence acquiring a real
skill, learning English, creating relationships with one
another and creativity.

One of the 36 grade 12 students Boeun Sokhan
of Chamroeun Vichear High school expressed her
feelings that she did like the educational system of
Chamroeun Vichear High School, the high school
has education to perfection, with justice and strict
disciplines even and especially the school teaches
about the way to live in society, about love, about
mutual help about good manners and about morality.

Chamroeun Vichear High is a school run by the
Catholic Church in Cambodig, in collaboration with the
Royal Government of Cambodia in order to educate
youth at grade 10-12 levels and also the school
provides a scholarship for advanced students.

During his visit, Bishop Olivier granted 100 percent
scholarships for five students who will pass the grade
12 national exams this year in order to pursue higher
education at Saint Paul’s Institute in Takeo province.
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St. Peter’s Church Has Nineteen Confirmands

St. Peter’'s Church in Pochentong prepared
19 Catholics to be confirmed by Rt.
Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the
Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The Confirmation service
took place on 5™ July 2015 with more than 300
attending.  The

Rev.Olivier
Apostolic

parishioners Sacrament  of
Confirmation, according to the Catholic faith, is the
Sacrament that confirms candidates, empowering
them to be “full Catholic Christians”

them the power and leverage of the Holy Spirit, the

conferring on

source of strength with which to go out and proclaim
the Good News of God, as happened in the ancient
time of the apostles.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier appealed to all the
parishioners present, especially to the 19 candidates,
by saying that the Holy Spirit allows the sight of
the presence of God through little and insignificant
people everywhere. The bishop encouraged all the
Catholics to be humble by saying: “The Holy Spirit
inspires us to understand that God has chosen the
weak to become the sign of the presence of God in
our day-to-day lives. Let us pay attention to prayer,
expressing kindness, serving and forgiving other
people. All are signs and reminders of the love of God.”

One of the confirmands, Chhim Chansrey Neang
said: “Today | believe that the Holy Spirit does bestow
the strength on me in order to go out and proclaim the
Good News of God by the way | live, having firm faith
and doing even better deeds. This will help me in my
strength according to the needs of the Church.”

Another Radya expressed
his faith by saying: “The Sacrament of Confirmation

confirmand, Yav

will enlighten and give the strength to me in order to
do other works in favor of God and help educate my
heart towards greater tolerance which is to promote
the Word of God.”
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Closure of Educational Programs of Pre-schools

Catholic  Church-run two pre-schools held the
closing ceremony of its education programs for the
2014-2015 academic years on the morning of
July 13, 2015. Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the
bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh,
together with the guardians/parents of the students
estimated at 200, were all gathered together for the
occasion on the compound of the high school of general
knowledge and  St. Francis of Assisi High School
located in Chamkar Teang village, Kous commune,
Takeo province’s Tramkak district.

Mrs. Ngoy Kim chandavy, the coordinator of the
Church-run  pre-schools within the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh, praised the
teachers’ attention at providing warmth and teaching

two Catholic

children to be intelligent. The coordinator further
said the pre-schools here have teaching programs in
compliance with the standards set by the Ministry
of Education and also initiated the  Montessori
educational method. This method is from Japan- that
helps children master themselves both in thinking,
doing, learning and in articulating their ideas.

Bishop Olivier expressed his admiration for the
courage and intelligence of the children and also
asked all the guardians/parents to cooperate with the
teachers in order to urge their children to try to study
hard and live a better life by being good children,
students and model citizens in the future.

Following an entertainment performance by the
children these children from St. Therese of the Infant Jesus
Pre-school and the Peach Village Pre-school were pre-
sented the completion certificates. These “graduates” can
now advance to the grade 1 class for the 2015-2016
years. They were also presented with souvenirs.

During the past 2014-2015 academic years,
St. Therese of Infant Jesus Pre-school had a total of
42 students, of whom 23 were girls and all students
will move up to the grade 1 class where there are 13
students. The Peach Village Pre-school has a total of
23 students, of whom 13 of them are girls and the
children will move up to the grade 1 class where there
are 12 students.
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Closure Pre-school and Primary School year

The presence of more than 200 people including
the guardians/parents of students gathered on 19th
July 2015 at Don Bosco School located in Chress
village, SenSok, Phnom Penh Thmey district in Phnom
Penh to attend the closing ceremony for the 2014-
2015 academic year. The closing ceremony was
officiated by Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh.

Bishop Olivier encouraged and expressed his
admiration for all the guardians/parents of students
by saying: “He was broken-hearted to see our society
experiences problems both of rubbish littered roads,
some of youths use drugs and jobs in factories the
guardians/parents  of students do experience
difficulties. Conversely he is happy to see the parents
create a family society and show interest in the further
and study of their children unlike some parents keep
using the children to do something.”

Bishop Olivier further said: “We do not want
children to live in a society of the above-mentioned
problems but instead we want the children to be
brilliant receiving moral education, knowledge and
love so that the children become good persons in
society and new humans.

A representative of grade 6 students thanked the
school for providing them with an opportunity to be
educated, encouraged, forgiven and have warmness.
The preventative further said eight years of
experience and knowledge here have made her
become a good daughter and a good student in order
to become a model citizen in society by not making
nuns and all the teachers who have always tried hard
to educate her hopeless.

The ceremony also featured an entertainment show,
the history of activities of Salensians Don Bosco to
display all guests of honor and presented
outstanding students with commendations and also the
grade 6 students with completion certificates.

Salesains of Don Bosco run Pre-school and Primary
school were established with respect for the will of
Saint Don Bosco and Mother Masalero in October
1992 in Cambodia.
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Major Seminary Closes 2014-15 Academic Year

On the evening of 7th July 2015, the major Seminary
of St. Jean Marie Vianney run by the Catholic Church
in Cambodia initiated a ceremony to close the
2014-15 academic year. The closing ceremony was
officiated by Rt. Re Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the
bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh who
is also in charge of the Major Seminary. Also present
at this function were the two Apostolic Prefects,
Msgr.  Enrique Figaredo of Battambong and
Msgr. Antonysamy of Kampong Cham Prefectures,
together with priests and a good number of Catholics.

In his hominy, the bishop also reminded the
seminarians to re-call what they received from the
Major Seminary and to continue to live in a close sense
of intimacy with God. The bishop instructed them
to follow the ways of Jesus who communicated in a
special way with the people which took Him to several
villages covering long distances to make them know
and understand the Kingdom of God.

Furthermore, Bishop  Olivier reminded the
seminarians that they should have a deep sense of
compassion all the time towards the people they serve
because they are the sign of the Kingdom of God.

Before the concluding rite, Fr. Bob, the rector,
thanked God for inspiring him for the past year. The
priest further said, all the seminarians had walked
the way Jesus ushered them into. The rector also
thanked the bishop and the Apostolic Prefects for their
presence which was as a sign of support and
encouragement for the seminarians. He pointed
out that Bishop Olivier always visits the Seminary to
counsel the students every month.

During the 2014-15 academic year, the Major
Seminary had seven seminarians, of whom four
seminarians are the first year students, another two
are in the second year and Bro. Se Sat is in the final
year. The Major Seminary of St. Jean Marie Vianney
is a school run by the Catholic Church and the school
receives youth who have the intention of studying to
understand the Catholic faith as well as respond to the
calling of God by living priestly lives and serving the
Catholic Church in each diocese. The study program
at the Major Seminary is for six-years after which the
final year seminarian has to pass some exams before
he is ordained a deacon and then a full priest of the
Catholic church.
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Graduation Ceremony At St. Justin’s School Of Faith
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The 2nd batch of 43 students of St. Justin’s School
of Faith were presented with completion certificates.
The 43 students have learned to understand the
process and formation of the Catholic faith for a
period of two years. The presentation was done by
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. The presentation
ceremony was witnessed on July 11th 2015 by youths
and a good number of parishioners on the campus of
Saints Paul and Peter at Phnom Penh Thmei in Phnom
Penh capital.

Bishop Olivier addressed the students and all the
faithful alike by telling: “You understand the roles of
Catholics in order to help the Church flourish and grow.
You have to learn more so that our faith becomes
concrete and complete.”

Olivier further said the two-year curriculum of
St. Justin’s School of Faith, including prayers and
gathering, is to discover God in one’s own life and
follow the Word of God.

“First help understand our roles as Catholics and
recognize that only God gives wisdom and we have to
be reminded all the time in life by petitioning God to
enlighten us. Second listen in order to find happiness
by living a life of truth, righteousness and justice to
become persons that can create happiness. Third be
humble like God humbled Himself to become human
beings like us in order to bear witness of Risen God.”

Mr. Sophal Phon, the executive director of
St. Justin’s School of Faith said: “This study program
is of real values and a special path enabling
the life of Catholics to balance and have clarity
of faith in accordance with the tenets of the
Catholic Church that enable the graduates to lay a solid
foundation. Sophal requested that all the students
convey their knowledge and faith to share with
other people according to their capacities and
circumstances so that they know Jesus and the Church.
Furthermore he asked all the students to retain ideas
that we are one family of St. Justin’s School of Faith in
the Phnom Penh diocese and he thanked Bishop Olivier
for taking the initiative in opening the school.”

Mr. Yun Som Ath, a representative of the
students of St. Justin’s School of Faith said the school
had provided more knowledge, faith and problem
solving in society; especially knowledge of one’s own
role as Catholics whose roles as prophets, apostles
and ministers of other people, in particular the least
of God’s children and society. The representative
continued by saying that this two-year period he
observed that all professor priests have did their best
to meet the objective of each subject with research
and discussion in groups. He understood that the
students have tried hard to pay their attention by
taking active part in programs the school have
initiated and other programs to the cause of faith like
learning to understand about faith in parishes through
an outing.

All the students have been taught on six subjects.
102 hours were spent on the Bible including 52 hours
of biblical sharing in each group, namely 62 weeks.
60 hours were spent on theology including 8 hours
of discussions. 44 hours were spent on morality. 32
hours were spent on spirituality. 40 hours were spent
on the history of the Catholic Church. 18 hours were
spent on the tenets of the Catholic Church. Besides
the above-mentioned subjects, society-understanding
programs were included by inviting specialising
speakers to present and interpret themes relating
to economics, politics and the present society. In
particular some seminarians have also learned to
understand the subjects.

Catholic Church-run St. Justin’s School of Faith in
the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh was established
in 2011 by supplementing such subjects. Additionally
the school has provided the students the opportunity to
acquire more knowledge of society and of the Church
by a means of speakers and of going on an outing to
parishes home and abroad.
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Three infants received the Sacrament of
Baptism in order to receive new life as the
children of God in compliance with the faith of
their parents. The Sacrament of Baptism was
administered at St. Michael parish by Fr. John
Un Son, the parish priest in the pastoral sector of
Preah Sihanouk on 5th July 2015.

In his homily, Fr. Un Son advised the parents
by saying: “This Sacrament reminds us of when
we received the Sacrament of Baptism in the
name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. It is the true reception of God. So we
the Catholics have to have a sense of love by
serving other people, having a sense of
tolerance, sharing, especially your enemies. You
always say prayers to God and sing praise to
Him.”

“The priest also delivered a message to all
the parents to try hard to educate their children
to walk the way of the love of God as we always

believed and hoped in God.”

One of the mothers, Mak Samnang said
that she was very happy that God blessed her
infant and chose the infant to become His child by
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism in order to
become a Catholic like his parents. The lady
further said: “I will do her best to educate my
child to know about his faith; especially | will try
hard to live a Catholic life to model my children
and also other people.”
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Graduation Ceremony at Don Bosco School

The 21st batch of 100 female students of Don Bosco
Vocational Training Center for Girls of Battambang
province, Toul Kok and Teuk Thla were presented with
completion certificates. The presentation was done on
the 18th July 2015 at Don Bosco Vocational Training
Center for Girls of Teuk Thla who were trained in
Home, Food and Management. The presentation was
done by Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of the Apostolic
Prefecture of Battambang, together with Dr. Sok
Oun, the

Cambodia, and Sister Teresita Garcia, a missionary

secretary of Don Bosco Fund in
from Colombia and the Regional Provincial superioress
of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA) in
Cambodia and Myanmar. The event was also
witnessed by a good number of parents/guardians of
the students and guests of honor.

At this ceremony, Sr. Ditching Gertrudes the Regional
Provincial of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians
(FMA) said: “Today it is a day to thank God for His
mercy for the many good things He has bestowed in the
person of Fr. Don Bosco and his educational missions,
which has encouraged.” Fr. Don Bosco once said that
love had inspired education to be successful in life.

On this occasion, the nun expressed thanks and
admiration for all the staff for always helping and
supporting in the spirit of Fr. Don Bosco’s mission as
well as the sponsors for making a great stride forward
with courage, optimism and creativity in order to meet
the needs of poor youths in the field of education.

It must be pointed out that fill this year 1,794
students of the three centers have been presented with
completion certificates. 1,067 students have completed
computer courses at Toul Kok and 292 have completed
sewing and literacy courses in Battambang and 435
have completed housekeeping courses at Teuk Thla.
The students, who have graduated from the centers,
have also done well by focusing on family life and in

this way they are bringing positive values in society.
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Requiem Mass For Late Mrs. Suon Ly
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The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh and the

Apostolic Prefecture of Kampong Cham, together
with priests and the presence of hundreds of the
faithful fromtheir parishesgathered on 17th July 201 5at
St. Joseph’s church (Phsar Touch)to beg for the
intercession of God to receive the soul of Mrs. Mary
Soun, the mother of Fr. Hangly Suon. Mrs. Mary Suonly
passed away on the evening of July 16th, 2015due to
esophagus cancer.

Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penhsaid: “The faith Mrs. Mary Suonly haveled her to
see the face of God and have a reminiscent sight of
Jesus was risen by overcome death. Hence | would like
to thank God and Mrs. Mary for allowing the young
son to become a priest.”

Fr. Un Son reminded that as he was a deacon he was
assigned by the Church the task of serving the parishes
of Meat Krasas and PoThom. Then Mrs. Mary received
him with joy and also treated him as her own son.
The priest continued by saying that Mrs. Mary paid
attention in the care of family and her next-door
neighbors as we as took active part in serving the
Church even though she was illiterate.

Mrs. Mary Suonly was born in the year of 1933 at
Tasco village, Lvea Em district, Kandal province. Her
father’s name was Suon and mother’s name Cheu. They
were farmers. Mrs. Ly married a Buddhist husband
and had four brothers, of whom is a priest.

The Mary’s body was accompanied to the burial

site in Pursat after the Requiem mass was concluded.
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Jesuit Service Plant Trees and Train Youths To Know Value of Nature

Jesuit Service-Cambodia (JSC) continued its Ecology program by helping to plant 500 Raing trees in Neang

Say village, Phat Sanday commune, Kampong Thom province’s Kampong Svay district. The planting activity took

place on 9-10 July, 2015 inorder to mark Arbor Day (Tree Planting Day) initiated by the Jesuit Service organization
and an estimated 60 teachers in Phat Sanday commune.

The working group of the Jesuit Service organization also instructed the students on how to manage and store

garbage in an orderly manner as well as minimizing the use of plastics. The organization also taught them how

to grow vegetables without using chemicals and encouraged them to take part in competitions within two months
of their training.
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BISHOP'S SCHEDULE QW3S ATIANASSAT S

ORYMNIONG AJ2HEN I Gngiiag
Himm:wnAsEMgOngEMARINOEh i2dun pLo9d

The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in August 2015

9 QUM 2 LUa'E’ﬂUuUﬁUQﬁSQ%mHEﬁjQ;n MUt 1 August: Meeting with confirmandi

Y &M 2 HamAnuthaisisnurgmamigl 2 August: Confirmation at Takmao

G AN £ E.moS gLﬁ ﬁmjLUﬁ AANAIEUR fU'LH‘IiIf 4 August: 8.30 am First Session of the Tribunal
[ighisInn an 'rﬁ for the Martyrs

g e s S[ﬁ A ngWLUﬂﬁ ms §i§?IU f{fUﬁLﬁ?ffLﬂﬁ 5 August: 9am Final Vows of Sister Neath — FMA
LﬁHUﬂLﬁ? F1gENSE SR 6 August: Night prayer for vocation at Kohsla
o a : K . 8 August: 9am Blessings of new pastoral buildin
9 UM ¢ HERSINMYWWUNEUMIT fusuTl S g B &
and Mass at Kompong Chomlang
islime:an
o - o o P 9 August: Confirmations at Boeung Toumpung
G AJUN 3 E{NA [UIENIIFMMISHHAYRIS]
D 10-16 August : YOUTH DAYSLAOS/CAMBODIA
N NAYSANNGIUN
. S 20-23 August : CAMP FOR VOCATIONS —
€ (UM ¢ HEINANU UISI{N U AYSTRGNS
o7 ° ' SIHANOUKVILLE

RO s shupisent n‘;{m 24 August -15 September: TRIP TO France.

Wo-um UM ¢ iR UMIE sUTiS]

NN
VG Fun-9@ AN ¢ GRAANTIUIE MR | Especially, | will join on & September the
1000% Anniversary of the Cathedral of
7559 XYM GASHIV 90004 Strasbourg and 12 September
7&3MN?T/Y)S@AK{/ oy the Wedding of my youngest brother
RErE5o X@QN&UMMU%‘?MU‘{ Benjamin with Marie Odile
Us @iy 2R RIFHS (both volunteers in Cambodia).
(/gx.ﬁt?ﬁvs DU ST @esuRy ) Thanks for your prayers!
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