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Message from Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom Penh,
on the occasion of 50™ Anniversary of St. Michael Church

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We thank God on this 50th anniversary of St. Michael’s church in Sihanoukville. From
1965-2015, St. Michael’s church is a special witness for changes in the history of Cambodia. The
church was established by Fr. Adobery, a good friend of Vann Molyvann, the well-known architect
during the Reas Niyum era.

The church is a unique building and withstood the civil war during and after the Pol
Pot regime — the dark time in Cambodian history. The church looks like a giant ship with a sailor to
guide us toward the sky to proclaim the Gospel. Truly, both in times of joy and sorrow, the church
became a sign of the presence of God in the central city of Kampong Som.

In 1990, thanks to Fr. Viney, the church had again seen the Christian community say their
prayers and sing hymns of praise to God and in particular bore the testimony of hope. The
priests, namely: Fr. Werachai Sri Pramong and now-Fr. Son Un, with the encouragement from the
then-bishop Yves Ramousse, has led the parish to progressive growth. Together with the
Missionary Religious Congregation of St. Dominic’s presence for ten years and in cooperation with
the Good Shepherd Sisters, they have come far in their Pastoral vision. The Don Bosco Training
School of Sihanoukville, with special attention from the faithful, has all led St. Michael’s parish to
become a beacon of hope on high ground so as to show the way of life for all people.

Through St. Michael, may God dwell in you and bless you all to become the salt of the earth.

May the peace and joy of God be with you all!

Given in Phnom Penh, On the 21st September 2015, on
The feast of the Apostle St. Matthew

+OliviersSCHMITTHAEUSLER

~——

Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
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Fr. Bruno Cosme off to France for studies

Fr. Bruno Cosme left for France on 16th
September in order to study pastoral life in
the Benedictine Religious Congregation. The
Benedictine Religious Congregation carries out
its ministry in Cambodia to this day.

Fr. Bruno told the Catholic Social
Communications Office that the Benedictine
Religious Congregation is a community of
religious who lives together in a monastery
and reflects on a priestly life, devoting time
in prayer and spirituality.

The priest further said, “I am going to
France to learn to understand about the way
of life of the congregation by living in the
Benedictine Religious Congregation Monastery
in France for a two-year period together with
two other priests who will join me later.”.

Early this year, Frs. Bruno Cosme, Damien
Fahrner and Viney Nget had decided to set
up a Benedictine Religious Congregation
in Cambodia with the approval of Rt. Rew.
Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh.

At Phnom Penh International airport,
before his departure, Fr. Bruno was
joined by Bishop Olivier in blessing all the
Catholics who came to see Fr. Bruno off.

Fr. Bruno Cosme, a missionary of Parish
Foreign Missions Society (MEP), had worked
in Cambodia since 1995. He was once the
rector of the major Seminary of St. Jean Marie
Vianney and had taken responsibilities in the
pastoral sector of Northern Phnom Penh.
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Teachers of Pre-schools taught about
Classroom Management

From 21 to 23 September, the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh organized a seminar
on “Classroom Management” for sixty teachers
of pre-schools within the diocese at St. Joseph
parish in Phsar Touch.

Mrs. Ngoy Kim Chandavy, a coordinator of the
pre-schools of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh said: “The main goal of the seminar is to
focus mainly on classroom management and
allow the teachers to become gentler children.”

Mrs. Chandavy continued by saying the
management of a classroom has some
difficulties, but the teachers of pre-schools
have to know and understand children well.
“First- you have to be aware of the living
conditions of children. Second — you have to
know their families and surroundings and then
we study their character and the expression
of their feelings. Only in this way can we
really reach the children and educate them
holistically.”

The coordinator added that the role of the
kindergarten teachers is to consider themselves
as a second mother when educating children
with love and compassion. The teachers have
to know how to link what children already
know with new knowledge and expand their
creativity as well as teach them to adapt
themselves in society.

At the three-day seminar, all the pre-school
teachers learned about the role and duty of
teachers some pointers on administrative affairs
of pre-school classes, how to prepare book-lists
and the usage of them , the management of a
class and children including the behaviours of
children.

The seminar also featured the sharing of
personal experiences from regional teachers
and the development of instruction manuals.
The seminar is held once or twice a year
under the auspices of Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh.
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Youth and Adolescents attend Camp

The Church of Jesus’ Salvation of the World
in Ompov Prey organized a camp from 19th to
26th September 2015 for eighty nine youths and
adolescents at Tadal village, Ompov Prey commune,
Kandal province’s Kandal Stoeng district.

The youngsters came from the villages in Kandal
Stoeng district, included Ompov Prey, Toek Nim,
Tadal, Choeung Prey, Svay Prey, Toat Ma and Boeng
48. The camp was held in two stages. For the first
batch of fifty eight youths it was held from 19th to
22nd September and for the eighty nine adolescents,
it was held from the 23rd to 26th September.

Fr. Mario Ghezzi, the parish priest in the pastoral
sector of Takmao, said that the camp was aimed
at increasing relationships between young people
according to their age groups as well as inculcating
in them the value of living in a family and society.
This is also intended to give the participants some
relaxation during their vacation period.

One of the youth Rith Reach, 20, who lives in
Ompov Prey Church, said that this outing helped him
to know others, feel the sense of intimacy, solidarity,
healthy relationships, and love for each other. Reach
also said he felt a sense of joy visiting the elderly,
poor families and distributing some essentials. He
also joined in cleaning up the surroundings in the
village around the Church.

Another youth Chea Sophear, 17, said that
participating in the camp had made him understand
clearly about good manners, morality and virtues
for the sake of living in society with dignity. Sophear
continued by saying that he felt very excited to see
the youngsters serve one another, especially when
helping the elderly and the poor families with love.
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New Priests in Charge of Takeo Pastoral Sector
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The parishioners in Takeo province celebrated a
ceremony welcoming Fr. Fernando Arango Zapata
and Fr. Hattachai Wongmasaen (nicknamed  “Fr.
Sunday”) last 4th October 2015. The two missionary
priests will formally take charge of the pastoral
sector of Takeo. The ceremony was officiated
by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler of the Apostolic
Lady of the
More than 200
coincided with the

Vicariate of Phnom Penh, at Our
Smile Parish in Chamkar Teang.
attended the function
parish’s commemoration of the feasts of Saint Therese
of the Child Jesus and St. Francis of Assisi, the patron
saints of the pre-schools and high school there.

Bishop Olivier expressed his joy and gratitude
for the two priests who would be sharing the
faithful’s pastoral concerns and works for the next six
years. “First, the duty of our two priests is to guide the
Church toward a holy Church. Second, they will provide
religious instruction. Third, as leaders, they will lead
our Church to make progress in the moral-spiritual sphere.”

He continued: “The two priests will try their best
to make each parish a place of life. They will find ways to
bring back to the fold the faithful who have been misled,
disoriented or discouraged.” Bishop Olivier also asked the
two priests to “help guide the Church towards compassion
and a place where the grace of God abounds.”

Fr. Fernando said that he was given a role by God through
the Bishop, who called him to serve the faithful in the

pastoral sector of Takeo. He will try his best to serve the
Church especially with regards to the above three points
highlighted by Bishop Olivier.

Fr. Fernando will serve as the parish priest of the pas-
toral sector of Takeo and Fr. “Sunday” will be the
assistant priest. The Church in Takeo includes the Our
Lady of the Smile Parish, the Holy Trinity Church in
Kirivong, St. Therese Church in Prekabas and St. Paul’s
Church.
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St. Francis of Assisi High School scores
excellent results in Exams

St. Francis of Assisi High School, the Catholic
Church-run school of general knowledge in Cambo-
dia, obtained brilliant results in the grade 12 national
high school exit examination last 24-25th August
2015.

According to the results released on 13rd
September 2015 by the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sport of the Kingdom of Cambodia, of the 34
students of the high school who sat for the examina-
tions, 30 managed to pass.

Mrs. Lay Makara, the vice principal of the
Catholic school of general knowledge said: “This is
the first time that the two students of St. Francis
of Assisi High School managed A grade and others
achieved the results better than the previous year.
This showed the high level of education and strenu-
ous efforts by our students to work hard.”

St. Francis of Assisi High School is located
in Takeo province’s Tramkak district. The high school
has contributed to developing human resources,
helping poor families, orphans and those who are
helpless and those in need in Cambodia. It is Rev.
Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh, who took the initiative in
establishing this high school.

The vice principal said that two of the students, who
managed to obtain A grade, are youth Bich Piseth Ra-
tanak and Miss In Charya. On 15th September 2015,
the two youths and 108 other students met with
Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia. Also on 20th
September 2015, His Excellency Doctor CHAN Sarun,
the senior minister of the Kingdom, awarded the A-
grade students in the district with four motorcycles.

Bich Piseth Ratanak, 18, said that he was very
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Students receive Study Instruments for
New Academic Year

One hundred and two students who are
studying in the primary school and high school were
given study instruments on 16th September 2015 by
the Salensian Sisters of Don Bosco for the upcoming
new academic year.

Sister John Leeze Kokkatt, deputy superior of
the congregation for Cambodia and Laos said that
the congregation had received the aid from other
countries in order to help poverty-stricken children
in the country.

The students, whom the nuns have helped in
Cambodia, came from the provinces of Kampong
Speu and Kandal as well as Phnom Penh — Anlung
Kanghan, Chress village and Toek Thla. The nun said:
“We can help some of the students for university
education also, in the hope that in future they will
get a good life so as to support their families and
work to develop society.”

Twelfth-grader Choub Vanna expressed his thanks
to the nuns for providing him the academic tools
and some funds. The youths, who intend to become
doctors in the future, have promised to try and work
hard. When they get a good job later they in turn will
help the nuns and the villagers just as they helped.
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Church Urges Catholics to Do Works of Charity
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The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh held

a forum on charity and made an announcement
of the jubilee year. The forum was attended
by the Committee for Charity, representatives
of the Catholic youths, of the young scouts
and of the Catholic community of the Catholic
Alliance for Development and Charity (CACD)
estimated about 300 in order to foster a further
reflectionandtourgethecarryingoutofcharitable
activities in Cambodian society.

The forum was held from 23 to 25%
September 2015 at the pastoral sector of

INABAM R FNIBNHSNIRRBARN:

@URSMAfng - Ajig

Phnom Penh Thmei in Phnom Penh district with
Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusleur, the bishop
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh the
convener.

Bishop Olivier reminded all participants
about our mission as the faithful to take part
in missions of the Committee of Charity by
emphasizing the role of the charity not only in
the charity group but also the role of us all as
the faithful.

His Excellency continued instructing them
to follow the exemplary model of the
Apostles by listening to the Word of God,
teaching, reading the Bible, prayer and the
sharing of property they possess to the least of
society in order for them to live a proper life. He
further said: “Those activities encourage us to
set up three major groups — Catechism, Liturgy
and Charity.”

The forum also featured the presentations
made by the Catholic Alliance for Development

and Charity about activities such as
catechism, health education programs,
community development programs, and

people with disabilities-helping programs,
worker-migrant education programs and
natural disaster management programs.

Mr. Ratana Kim, the executive director
of Caritas in Cambodia said: “The year of
charity is an extraordinary year that encourages
Caritas to focus more attention to its vision,
especially the expression of kindness for those
in need, those who were abandoned and those
who were rejected by society. So we see the
activities of Caritas have almost sectors in
accordance with the teaching of the Catholic
Church.”

On the last day of the forum, each member
of the pastoral committee met to discuss about
the activities of the pastoral sector respectively
in order to set a new goal to be in line with
the statutes set by the pastoral committee for
2015-16. The statutes included the missions of
groups, membership of groups, the meeting of
groups, participation in training, and the use of
the budget donated by generous people and
the Church.
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Young Scouts Learn to Understand More
about children

The Pastoral Office for Youth and Children held a
seminar on the theme “Children and Living” for the
180 young scouts of the Phnom Penh diocese for the
first time for the year 2105-16. The seminar was held
from 26 to 27th September 2015 so that the leaders of
the young scouts will be trained very well in methods
of teaching children in their respective regions.

Mr. Saroeun Sorn, a person in charge of the office
said that the seminar was organized to change the
books in which were taught a full year and the way
of teaching the children in the region to make them
happy and understand more about their personal
hygiene, good manners of living in order not to make
their parents/guardians worried.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said: “For the year
of charity, the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh has
allowed us to pay attention in educating the young
scouts so that our Church becomes the presence
of God. We are the leaders of the young scouts so
we express compassion to each place through the
children we are educating. We instruct them to live
a life in groups helping one another, forgiving one
another, creating good relationships with each other,
living together, namely they help other people and
the poor”

Youth Nguon Bora from the pastoral sector
of Takeo said that the seminar has provided him the
strength through the preparation of lessons, and
instruments for the young scouts. He further said:
“When he returns home, he has to take good care
of the young scouts so as to understand about the
tastes and likes of the young scouts by initiating
activities every week and put into practice what we
have received during the two days.”
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Workers Reflect together on Life and Health

Factory workers around Phnom Penh and Takeo
province joined program “Together for Better Life”
which host by Labor Committee of Phnom Penh
Vicariate in cooperation with the SIPA organization
on 27th September at Phnom Penh Thmei.

Mr. Yann Defond, the person in charge of the
Labor said that the
committee has initiated the program four times so

Pastoral Committee on
that all workers could get to know one another and
learn to understand about life, health and personal
hygiene.

Mr. Yann said: “Recently, they (workers) are
low-paid and live in small rooms, work extra hours
and they did not have much relationships with
people around them”. He continued that nowadays,
the workers demanding a proper minimum wage. We
want them to relize that the salary is important but
to make life better, we need dignity coming from God
and a place to live, a hygienic life and labor rights.”

The Pastoral Labor of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh was set up

Committee on

with the purpose of encouraging and fostering the
education of all workers to understand and know
about the way of life, the dignity of life and work,
health, social communications.
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Church moves further in its Mission after Fiftieth Years

The pastoral sector of Sihanoukville, on 2nd
October 2015 marked the 50th anniversary of St.
Michael’s church with thanksgiving service and
remembered the brothers and sisters who
participated in building the Catholic Church from the
very beginning until today.

Fr. Son Un, the parish priest of the pastoral
sector of Sihanoukuville said: “The 50th anniversary is
the Jubilee Year of God. It means that God revealed
His mercy for human beings with His grace through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The anniversary celebration was officiated by
Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, the bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh. Also present
were Buddhist and Protestant representatives, the
director of the department of cults and religion in
Preah Sihnouk province, local authorities and the
community estimated at over 400.

St. Michael’s church was built in 1965. The church
looks like a giant ship with a sailor and withstood the
civil war in the 1970s.

Bishop Olivier said: “This church had gone
through difficult times and its shape like a giant
ship has been guiding us to make the journey
toward heaven. It also reminds us of those who had
struggled to devote themselves to making the life of
the Church bountiful.”

Bishop Olivier further said that for this 50th
anniversary, the parish has to make strenuous efforts
to live in society and deeply enter into important so-
cial sectors such as education, health, development
and care for the environment and nature.

As part of the celebration, Bishop Olivier invited
all the guests of honor to join him to cut a ribbon put
around the statue of St. Michael near the steps of the
church. St. Michael is the patron saint of the church.
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Vacation Camp for Children

The pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh
organized a vacation camp for teenagers aged
from 12-16 at St. Michael’s parish in Kompong Som
province. The 50 teenagers came from Boeung
Tumpon, Toutaing, and Kohnoria parishes. The
vacation camp was led by the parish priest Vincent
Senechal, Bro. Vinh Paul and the members of the
Pastoral Council of the parish.

The camp was intended to provide both
Cambodian and Vietnamese teenagers with the
opportunity to create relationships with one
another regardless of race and background in order
to inculcate the sense of brotherly love. The camp
lasted five days starting from14 to 18 September
2015.

During the camp, the teenagers were divided in
small groups to get to know each other better and
it was also an opportunity for them to receive more
knowledge in Khmer and English languages including
Maths. They also learnt good manners, how to make
jewelries from beads and played games with an aim
of initiating solidarity etc.

Bro. Vinh Paul, the person in charge of the camp
said: “This year was the third year of this activity
here because before we had organized the camp at
Boeung Tumpon. But this time the Pastoral
Committee of the parish found that at the beach the
participants felt happy and when being away, they
could increase intimacy with each other, especially
the teenagers of the three parishes. Some of the
teenagers have not even seen a beach.”

Pov Vannak from Boeung Tumpon, thanked
the parish for initiating such a camp, in particular
all priests and committees for paying attention to
teaching and taking care of all of them with love. A
young girl was emotionally moved and said in tears
that she did not want to separate from the others
and she requested that such a camp be initiated
every year.
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The Activities of Bishop Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh in October 2015
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VM-V HON : PEIBIWINS (AUSHI{R Shning)
WE-M9 HON ¢ DMANMNRANARNT{HHITS)

30 Sep : 42th night for prayer for vocations.
Carmel.

1-2 Oct : 50th anniversary of Saint Michael Parish.
Sihanoukville.

3-4 Oct :Takeo. Welcome of new parish priests.
Saint Francis and Saint Teresa solemnity.

5 Oct : Meet with Notre Dame University of
Australia at Saint Paul institute.

Holy mass for the delegate of Holy

childhood.
7 Oct : Holy childhood.
8 Oct : Mission council

12 Oct  : Pchum Ben at saint Joseph.
Pchum Ben at Chomkarcheang.

15 Oct  : Mission council

16-17 Oct : Seminar with Saint Paul institute
professors.

18 Oct  : Mass at Koh Thiv

19 Oct : 6.30 am holy mass for 25th anniversary
of sisters Missionaries of Charity in
Cambodia

19-21 Oct : Presbyterium

21 Oct  : 18.30 opening mass at Major Seminary

23-25 Oct: Pilgrimage for Youth ( Plaov
Trey - areyksat)

29-31 Oct: National seminar for catechists

finius mo



IINAB{RIS G NI

e :

= 1 e
Gres§inuan Shaguiainsiomig)h

afsiungio

AMNRBIUNAINAR M ANONTUES 1910

APOSTOLIC VICARIATE PHNOM PENH
HAS g2 A{HE: InNnsAT ST Faftg
Chairman: Msgr: Olivier Schmitthaeusler

=4 Tel: 023 64 00 841
s Email: apostolicvicariate.phnompenh@gmail.com
" #25, St.242, Boeung Prolit, 7Makara, Phnom Penh.
Website: www.catholicphnompenh.org
FP: www.facebook.com/catholicphnompenh
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