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Message from Rt.Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeuslet,
Bishop of the Apostotic Vicariate of Phnom Penh,
On the Pentecost 2016 JUBILEE OF MERCY
Dear Brothers and sisters,

"Be merciful as the Father! "

These words that guide us during this Year of Mer-
cy are a special inspiration on this day of Pentecost:
"You have received a spirit that makes you a son, and
in him we cry, Abba! That is to say, Father! ... Since
we are his children, we are heirs also." (2nd reading )

The heritage that we have in a particular way is the
HEART OF GOD: the heart of a Father, the heart of a
Son, a merciful heart like God himself!

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful! ( Se-
quence)

Dear Brothers and Sisters, that we may be merciful as
the Father, let us invoke the Holy Spirit:

1. Come, Holy Spirit of Light and Truth, descend on

the Church.
Our church's mission is to announce Jesus to all ...
baptizing them, as Jesus said before ascending to
heaven. Pope Benedict XVI said the first and greatest
work of charity is to proclaim the Good News. Being
filled with the Holy Spirit is what happened to the Apos-
tles long ago ( 1st reading). How do we announce the
Good News today ? How do we share what we have
received as the most precious treasure, our faith and
that of others, in a society that is not concerned with
God's heart and God's spirit ?

2. Come, Holy Spirit of justice and peace, descend
on the world.

The world, but also Cambodia, challenges our way of
living justice and peace primarily in our families and
in the circle of our relationships. There is ho peace

Bishop’s Letter

without justice! Peace is certainly the word that we
would shout with all our heart at every moment, but
unfortunately so many conflicts, hatreds, jealousies,
arguments come to darken this peace. From the bot-
tom of our heart, we welcome the beatitudes of Jesus:
Happy are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, blessed are the peacemakers. We are neither
Luther nor Gandhi or Mother Teresa or John Paul II,
but we all have the capability in our hearts and minds
to be sowers of justice and peace. Thanks to the Holy
Spirit we will build the Earth, our common home, as a
haven of peace and joy!

3. Come, Spirit of tenderness and mercy, to the little
ones, to those who suffer.
We have to remember that the Good News is for the
poor first. We also remember that we are sinners but
that we are forgiven by the immense love of God. A
mother's tender gestures with her baby are the ges-
tures of tenderness of God with me. The father in the
parable who is hugging his son, it is God who holds
me in his merciful arms. That is the heart of this Year
of Mercy. Pilgrimage, corporal and spiritual works of
mercy, diocesan priorities ( education, health, disabil-
ity, workers, protection of creation, integration of the
poor into the society, interfaith dialogue ) are all signs
that we can share if we make them our personal ex-
perience.

4. Come, Spirit of Communion, descend on our com-
munities, our families, on all of us gathered here so
that we become one and the world believes. Before
dying, Jesus prayed to his Father that we may be one
as He is one with the Father. This morning, gathered
from various countries, this is the experience of com-
munion that we share for a few hours.

In Jesus, we receive his body shared with us. In
the Spirit, we receive the bond of love. In the Father
who makes us all children, we will be ONE. This must
be the great project of our personal life, our family life,
our ecclesial life, our life in society. Day after day we
must build this communion of spirit and heart with the
other: with my friends, my wife, my husband, my par-
ish priest, my bishop, the Pope, my colleagues, my
neighbors ... with the ASEAN countries. This is the
Pentecost that we have to live every day: one heart in
the Spirit!

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful! (Se-
quence)

N
Lf?} /‘"
k}w {%Ilwer Schmitthaeusler

Vicar A/postollc of Phnom Penh,
CAMBODIA
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The ordinaries and priests of the Vicariate and the
2 prefectures in Cambodia came together on the
16th March 2016 to participate at the Chrism Mass
and renew their vows. Some 1,000 Catholics at-
tended the service at Phnom Penh Thmei, Sen Sok
district, Phnom Penh.

The consecration of chrism is carried out every
year before the Holy Week. Deacon Se sat an-
nounced the meaning of three types of chrism car-
ried in a procession to be consecrated and consid-
ered as the symbol of the Holy Spirit, which is the
special gift of God. Chrism consists of Olive oil mixed
with fragrant balsam which is then consecrated.
These consecrated oils are used for Baptism, Confir-
mation, Holy Orders and the dedication of churches
and altars.

Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh consecrated the oils

in a special ceremony with the appropriate words of
consecration bearing in mind that the sacraments
will be the fulfillment of Jesus' mission to save man-
kind. Local ordinaries and priests laid their hands
on the chrism and asked God to make them holy for
the good of the faithful showing the mercy of God.

Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of the Apostolic
Prefecture of Battambang said: "Chrism is a symbol
for us to receive the Power of the Holy Spirit and this
chrism is of great importance because it is a way in
which the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts so that
we have strength in the Spirit of God."

Msgr. Antonysamy Susairaj of the Apostolic

Prefecture of Kampong Cham said that Catholics
have to understand clearly the meaning of the three
types of chrism, one of which is used to anoint the
sick for strength and courage.
The Chrism Mass is also an occasion when all the
priests make a renewal of commitment as anointed
ministers to uphold their vow of poverty, chastity
and obedience.

Bishop Olivier stressed that all the priests
have a role in serving the Church in Cambodia.
"All of you must recollect your renewal of commit-
ment as ministers of the Church because we all are
crucial instruments of God to preach the Gospel."
Please look at Jesus as the exemplary model and
you have to think of how to minister in order to help
those who experience sufferings. Be reminded that
this is an extraordinary year the Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy and may all of us remember to be merciful just as
the Father in Heaven is merciful,"

More than 70 priests including missionaries,
religious and diocesan priests participated in this
annual service. The Chrism Mass expresses the
fullness of the bishop's priesthood and shows the
unity of priests in his diocese. The liturgy includes
a renewal of commitment to priestly service. Chrism
marks our total belonging to Christ, our sharing in
His mission.
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Infants and Three Children Baptized

@ NLE)}

On the 27th of March 2016, some infants and three
children received the Sacrament of Baptism at the Eas-
ter Vigil service at St. Joseph's Church in Kandal prov-
ince's Sa'ang district. His Excellency Bishop Olivier
officiated at the ceremony in the presence of a good
number of Catholics.

Bishop Olivier asked parents and godparents of the
children many questions about the faith and reject-
ing sin and questions about living with God's blessings
by living the Gospel values. In particular, he instructed
them to educate their children to live with faith in God
by teaching their children to pray, attending Sunday
services in order to understand about the love of God.

Bishop Olivier immersed the head of the three chil-
dren in a container in the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit. It's a sign that the children
have new life in union with Jesus, the Resurrected
Lord. Bishop Olivier anointed chrism on the just bap-
tized children as a source of strength giving life and
the white garment as the sign of Jesus and purity. It
means following together with Jesus for life and provid-
ing alms to the poor which is the love of Jesus, who is
the light for them to follow.

Taking this opportunity, Bishop Olivier instructed the
Catholic community gathered, by saying: "Today we
have three children receiving baptism, especially in the
Jubilee Year of Mercy. It is a time for us to look into the
way God loves us. The baptismal service guides us to
be with Jesus for life and it brings about the power and
joy and reminds us of Jesus, who invited us to be wit-
nesses of God's Revealed Mercy."

The Baptism service for the infants and children
was held in accordance with their parents and godpar-
ents" faith in God. They in turn have the duty to teach
their children to know about God and the Church.
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Nine candidates from Pothom, Kdey Kandal and
Areyksat Churches received the sacrament of Confir-
mation recently. It is with the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit who provides strength by faith bearing witness
to the mercy of God in fulfilling a Catholic mission. The
Confirmation rite was celebrated on the 8th of May
2016 at St. Joseph's Church in Kandal's Lovea Em. It
was officiated by His Lordship Bishop Olivier.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier instructed the Confir-
mands and the faithful to have a change of heart and
bear withess to new life in order to lead other people
to follow Jesus. Bishop Olivier added that this year be-
ing the Jubilee Year of Mercy, God loves mankind and
leads them to new life, to serve one another and build
a Church that is like one family as brothers and sisters.

"Today the nine candidates were Confirmed. It is
the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised who descended on
the apostles becoming the witness of God's compas-
sion. They care for proclaiming the Kingdom of God so
that other people will receive renewed hope and love
through the demonstration of compassion in a manner
that is corporal and spiritual works of mercy," Bishop
Olivier said.

A candidate Mon Chanty said that today she was
very pleased to receive the Holy Spirit and understood
the Holy Spirit had provided her the strength and cour-
age as well as a sense of responsibility for doing good
works, especially fulfilling the role of a Catholic to show
love to family and society. She is determined to do
every work according to her abilities like the visiting
the elderly and the sharing what she has with those

in need.
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Child Jesus Parish Expresses
Love and Concern

On the occasion of the Khmer New Year, the
Southern Phnom Penh pastoral sector Child Jesus
parish, on the 10th of April 2016 invited 13 poor and
elderly persons to come to the parish so that they
could be given a bath and some to be encouraged to
bathe. The parish also distributed some gift parcels
to them in the presence of Fr. Vincent Senechal,
the parish priest, together with the Parish Pastoral
Council members.

The priest said: "The parish initiated this pro-
gramme to celebrate the New Year in accordance
with Cambodian tradition. The elderly were specially
invited by the parish to share the New Year joy. In
fact, this year the parish through the charity com-
mittee invited 17 old people in its care every month.
As some could not come due to health problems,
the gifts are kept to be given to them later.

The bathing activity took place after Mass. Af-
ter that the Catholic community and the elderly had
a fellowship meal. Before they returned home, Fr.
Vincent and the committee distributed household

essentials to them.
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"MARY, THE HELPER AND MODEL OF FAITH"
SAYS MONSIGNOR
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Msgr. Enrique Figaredo of the Apostolic Prefec-
ture of Battambang made the above statement dur-
ing the anniversary celebration of the discovery of
the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Mekong
River. Through Her, Catholics can know clearly
about the Grace of God.

The eighth anniversary of the discovery was held
on the 16th of April 2016 at Areyksat Queen of Peace
Church in Kandal province's Lovea Em district. Ap-
proximately 1,000 Catholics attended the service.

The monsignor said, "Every time we come here,
we come to thank God and wish to live with Jesus as
the Blessed Virgin Mary did. She was present in all
situations, at the birth of Jesus until He was cruci-
fied. By this, She also helped us so that we come to
realise the Grace of God."

Msgr. Enrique Figaredo also asked the faith-
ful to take the Blessed Virgin Mary as the example
because of her strong faith. She is an exemplary
model. She leads us to know Jesus and love Him.
"The Blessed Virgin Mary brings us joy and hope
that comes from God,"

The Queen of Peace church is located in the
Northern Phnom Penh pastoral sector. Today this
church has two statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
recovered from the Mekong River. The first statue
was discovered on the 16th of April 2008. The statue
stands over 1 meter tall, the second in 2009, and

ﬁﬁima (¢)

more than 2 meters in height.
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I can contribute sincerely to the Catholic Church."

The 23-year-old Nga Vephors, who received bap-
tism at Battambang church, said: "I felt very happy
and excited and thanked the catechists and nuns
who had encouraged and taught me. I will regen-
erate and change my old way of life and help the
Church grow. If I have the capacity, I'll teach cat-
echism especially to people who don't have a firm
A faith."
ﬂ 1[

F Baptism is birth into new life in Christ. In accordance
Mﬁgmmqnnjﬁg}a;si[r]z?uns[swsrjms;w

with the Lord's will, it is hecessary for salvation, as
is the Church herself, which we enter by Baptism.
(CCC 1277)

Mr. Sek Bunna, a candidate baptized in Phnom
Penh Thmei said:"After being instructed and edu-
cated in the faith, I now know that every Word of
God is the truth and it is in accord with my day-to-

day life. It makes me know and accept Jesus Christ

3 ”; - as the Savior. What has been imprinted on my mind

Y e :
03 ) sh@w:?unmgugsmﬁ (XpsEs

255 Receive Baptism

The more than 200 adults who were prepared

is that I have taken the Church as the Helper, the
Word of God as the Helper, and Jesus Christ as the
Helper by voluntarily commending my life to and fol-
lowing in Jesus's footsteps."

"We have to reflect on the Mercy of God " love and
charity. Sometimes we forget what is important "the

since March 16 to receive Baptism in the three love of Jesus for our world. He showed this great

Catholic dioceses in Cambodia, finally and joyfully
received the sacrament at the Easter Vigil celebra-
tion in their respective Churches/ pastoral centers.
The newly-baptised shared their feelings; 22
year-old Srun Ponleu, who received baptism at Koh
Roka Church, said: "It is a moment I have long wait-
ed for. Since I was taught the Catechism, I grew in
trust and faith. Being a Catholic now, I will try to help
in some pastoral activities. This will strengthen my
faith -- by praying and helping others who would like

to know Jesus. I know this is not much but at least

love for all people by sacrificing His life on the Cross.
Be merciful just as the Father is merciful on us and
let's have the heart that God has, in order to win
over death and brutality," said Msgr. Enrique Fig-
aredo of the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang.

Every year, the three Catholic Church dioceses have
new candidates receiving the Sacrament of Baptism.
This year saw 225 candidates in all, of whom 111
came from the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh,

67 from Battambang and 47 from Kampong Cham.
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Children receive Montessori-styled
Education.

On the 16th of May 2016, two preschool buildings were
inaugurated. The opening ceremony of the buildings was
graced by the presence of Her Excellency Khun Rachna, un-
dersecretary of state for the Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports. Joining her at the inauguration was Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom
Penh. The preschool was named after St. Therese of the
Child Jesus located in Chamkar Teang village, Kous com-
mune, Takeo province's Tramkak district.

His Lordship Bishop Olivier said that the preschool would
adopt the Montessori programme - a pedagogy that was es-
tablished in 19th century by Mrs Maria Montessori, an Italian
national. The pedagogy will involve the children and adults
together. In one day, they choose what they want to learn like
reading letters, numbers, cooking, playing games etc. Instru-
ments for the children have to be arranged in order to help
them master the skills themselves, be independent, coura-
geous and do their best in the learning process.

This pedagogy has grown significantly in the US and Asia.
Not many pre-schools in Cambodia adopt the ~ Montessori
programme as the fees are very expensive. Here, through a
special arrangement, payment is done with one kilogram of
milled rice in a month.

Bishop Olivier cited his group as saying there must be par-
ticipation from parents, students, and teachers. They stand
united to help children make progress, prepare a true future
for the children. The teachers have to focus their attention
to teaching, while the parents have to monitor the children's
study progress.

The new buildings are well-equipped for children's studies.
There are a lot of study materials and interesting decorations.
Rooms are spacious. There is a library for children. Children
can play recreational games within the compound of the
school. There is also a room for children to take a nap. There
is full focus on teaching and there are enough materials.

St. Therese's pre-school was established in 2002 for the
2015-16 academic year. There were 50 students, 11 staff
members and 5 teachers.
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Bishop Olivier Urges Confirmands to
Build the Church

At the feast of Pentecost on the 15th of May 2016, Rt.
Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicari-

ate of Phnom Penh confirmed 23 candidates at St. Joseph's
Church in Phsar Touch. His Excellency instructed the 23 can-
didates to try hard to live intimately with God in prayer and pay
attention to helping in building the Cambodia Church. They
were asked to proclaim the Gospel and bear witness focusing
on the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The seven priorities were identi-
fied as education, health, the poor, the workers, protecting
nature, inter-religious dialogue and the disabled.
Bishop Olivier also urged Catholics present and the can-
didates to read more biblical passages in order to receive
personal experiences. Bishop Olivier said: "The Church for
which Jesus waits has not been fully built. But little by little,
the Church needs us who have experience in hand. So if you
are not clear yet, please read John's gospel from Chapter 14
to 17. When Judas left the table, Jesus began speaking to his
trusted apostles before He went to the garden of Gethsemane
so that He can show what is meant to build God's Church."
Confirmation perfects Baptismal grace. It is the Sacrament
which gives the Holy Spirit in order to root us more deeply
in the divine union, incorporate us more firmly into Christ,
strengthen our bond with the Church, associate us more
closely with her mission, and help us bear witness to the
Christian faith in words accompanied by deeds. (CCC 1316)
Another candidate Ouk Chansamnang said: "This sac-
rament helped us all become full Catholics. We received the
Holy Spirit of God so that we might follow Jesus and share
love with each other. In order that we have a change of heart
and forgive other people."
After the celebration, he plans to take part in the life of the
Church by spreading the Good News of God 'the proclamation
of God's love for humans.
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CATHOLIC CHURCH COMMEMORATES
MARTYRS DEATH

Some three thousand Catholics from the three dioceses in
Cambodia converged on the 20th of May 2016 on a “land of
hope” or the “land of Martyrs” located in TangKok village,
Kampong Thom’s Baray district to attend a service in com-
memoration of the martyrs, who voluntarily suffered death be-
cause of their beliefs. It is the most terrifying situation in Cam-
bodia from 1975 to 1979. Rt. Rev. Olivier Schmitthaeusler,
Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh presided
over the service and it’s concelebrated by Msgr. Enrique Fig-
aredo of the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang.

The service kicked off at 9 am. The faithful walked in the
procession with Khmer traditional dancing at the front, while
priests and Bishops carried the Cross of the martyrs in the
middle of the yard. The priests venerated the Cross by bow-
ing before or kissing it and the Bishops burned incenses and
showed reverence by recollecting the dead. Later the proces-
sion proceeded toward the altar accompanied by the Liturgy
of the Word.

In his homily, Excellency Bishop Olivier thanked God for
the life of the martyrs, which are the model for the faithful in

Vacariate

nourishing their faith in God in all circumstances. They live a
life in the state of Grace of God. Bishop Olivier said that the
Churches of the three dioceses gathered today really showing,
“We are one family as the Word of Jesus saying the Father and
the Son are One in the Person of the Holy Spirit.”

Martyrs are the Catholics who had sacrificed their lives for
their faith in Christ and for proclaiming the Good News or
those who were willing to be punished bodily in order to de-
fend their faith. The acts of those were the exemplary models
of firm faith for other Catholics.

The Cross and the Word are the hallmark of the life of
Catholics that have received. Bishop Olivier encouraged Cath-
olics and pastors to take care of other people as one family like
brothers and sisters. He also instructed the alienated to turn to
unity like the Father.

Bishop Olivier stressed, “I believe for the whole of the
Church, we received gifts and renewed strength in order to
continue to spread the Good News of the Cross of the martyrs
here. So that all Catholics, including priests and Bishops join
us. We sow the mercy of God in every place within the Church
in Cambodia and society alike. I thank God. We continue to
build hope and peace because we have the Christ dwell with
us. I thank the martyrs for always walking with us.”

More than these, Jesus is the truth, who is love, ministry,
prayer and forgiveness. Bishop Olivier urged the faithful to
abide by the truth like Jesus in society with honesty, free of
corruption and even without tricks.

Bishop Olivier also reminded all the Catholics to belong-
ings like beds, which former Bishop Chhmar Salas and his
colleagues had used and celebrated the Mass the last time in
the Khmer Rouge before he had left searching Catholics at that
time. He continued by saying the belongings are sacredness to
be venerated, valued and cared for.

The Catholic Church designated Tangkok village not very
far from the three dioceses and it is a where former Bishop
Chhmar Salas had lived. Many priests and Catholics had been
killed and died in the Khmer Rouge era in Kampong Thom’s
Barai district. The Catholic Church took soil from the district
as a symbol of the dead to store in the village. The Church
had the Cross and Chhmar Salas’s house built and named the
place as the “Land of Martyrs” or a “land of hope.” Neverthe-
less the world-wide Church has yet to recognize the martyrs
in Cambodia.

In the year 2015, the Catholic Church in Cambodia
planned to establish a court to launch an inquiry to their lives
and put the name of the dead Catholics into the list of martyrs
worldwide.

The process of the court is in its discussion. In the Jubilee
Year of Mercy, the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh estab-
lished the holy place of the martyrs so that the faithful show
more and more interest in and clearly know about them. It is

also attached to their faith.
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AIDS-Positive People Receive Gifts

CONAHAD TR AT ICHARY

One hundred people with HIV, received parcels of gifts
on the occasion of the Khmer New Year. The gift distribu-
tion project was initiated by the Chamkar Teang Catholic
Church in collaboration with the Takeo province's depart-
ment of cults and religion. The gift distribution took place
on the 29th of April 2016 at the department's meeting hall.

The Catholic Church has declared this year as the Jubi-

lee Year of Grace and Mercy. His Excellency Bishop Olivier
urged the diocesan Catholics to make efforts to carry out
charity in action everyday for those in need. Clearly, this
action is a cornerstone of expressing compassion.
Bishop Olivier encouraged all people living with HIV and
AIDS-positive people by saying, "You have to hold on to
hope because today we have life-extending medicines and
the whole of society does not discriminate such people
anymore. Hope is physical and mental strength enabling
us to move forward. He also admonished them to maintain
a sense of compassion. Compassion inspires us to cre-
ate solidarity between each other. Do whatever you can to
create relationships, love, and respect and be merciful to
one another, especially on children so that they can learn
to build a future. Upon acquiring knowledge, they can find
a job and take care of their parents."

Everybody has value and dignity. Thus, don't feel hope-
less. You must try hard in order that the children and you
have a future, the Bishop added.

The Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh established a
name "Peace village" located in Takeo province's Tram-
kak district in which there are people living with AIDS and
AIDS-positive patients. Other programs are also initiated
for disabled children in the village. Each of them always

has a source of strength and hope in life.
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Reflection on Human Dignity

More than ten members of the Pastoral
Committee on Labour in the Apostolic Vicariate of
Phnom Penh, together with their supporters gath-
ered on the evening of 1st May 2016 to reflect
on the way to protect and preserve the dignity of
humans regardless of their status. The meeting
discussed and reflected on these issues at the
Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul in the Phnom Penh
Thmei pastoral sector.

The gathering also featured the presentation
of a video on Chea Vichea's life, a union leader. He
was recoghized as hero by garment workers and
it mirrored the reality of Cambodian society with-
out paying any attention to the marginalized like
the factory workers. As regards the problem, the
Pastoral Committee on Labour drew a comparison
between the tenets of the Catholic Church and the
Second Vatican Council, which guides the Church
and the faithful to care for society, especially the
least in society.

Mr. Yann Defond, the person in charge of
the committee, said the discussion was held under
the guidance of His Excellency Bishop Olivier of the
diocese. It's important to understand the values of
persons, especially the understanding of the Cath-
olic Church's doctrine on this issue.

The Pastoral Committee on Labour was
established in 2010 in order to express care and
concern and encourage the factory workers to un-
derstand their values, contributions and the dignity

of life.
*’iﬁima (o)
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Palm Sunday Celebrations

CONARHADUIANIUTISMICORI AL GIENT
The Catholics of the pastoral sector in Kampong

Som observed Palm Sunday on the 20th of March
2016 at St. Michael’s parish in memory of Jesus
entering Jerusalem for His Passion and Salvation
of human beings. The Palm Sunday celebration
was graced by the presence of Rt. Rev. Olivier
Schmitthaeusler, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Phnom . A procession with the faithful carrying
palms in their hands and saying Hosanna loudly
moved into the church in an orderly manner. In-
stead of reading the Biblical texts and in order to
make Catholics understand clearly the great love
of God through Jesus’ Passion and forgiveness,
the parish prepared and presented a Passion play,
which highlighted the passion and death of Jesus
on the cross.

The highlight of the service was for the Catholics
to kneel down in silence before the Cross and adore
the crucified Savior and thank God for his love for
all human beings. In his homily, Bishop Olivier in-
structed those present to understand more clearly
about the meaning of Jesus’ Death on the Cross
and His Resurrection. His Excellency said that the
compassion of Jesus is a sacrifice of love and He
always forgave people even those who crucified
Him. Bishop Olivier asked the faithful to do as Je-
sus did, which is the abandoning of oneself and to
forgive others and accept their mistakes.

The world-wide Church marked this celebration
in commemoration of Jesus’ Passion as a symbol
of triumph. In John’s Gospel Jesus is hailed as
King by people waving palm branches in celebra-
tion as He entered Jerusalem to receive the glory of
God with His suffering and new life came through
His death. This is commemorated on Palm Sunday
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= Kampot's Pastoral Sector

The Kampot pastoral sector, on the 25th of 2016, held
the Way of the Cross in commemoration of Jesus'
Passion. This service was held on Kampot's Bokor
mountain in the Cathedral built during the French co-
lonial era. His Lordship Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh led the Way of the Cross.
Frs Gianluca Tavola and John Peng, the parish priest
took part in the service. The event saw a good num-
ber of Catholics participating.

On the occasion, Bishop Olivier instructed the Catho-
lics to learn to understand the Passion in a broad
sense. "The Passion shared in the suffering of people
as we are reminded, in this Cathedral, which is part
of Cambodian history and bears withess to the suffer-
ings of millions of people in Cambodia."

Bishop Olivier recalled that on the Cross Jesus had
said: "I am thirsty. It means Jesus accepted all suf-
ferings of mankind and it leads us to think of children,
youth who have no opportunity to study. They see
the sick, the helpless, laborers at home and abroad
who are not given the right to freedom and the dis-
abled and helpless who have no care-givers. It is as
if life is of no value. Not many love and preserve the
environment, poor families have no work and no food
and lose hope. People of different religions have no
mutual understanding and respect and do not speak
to each other and do not recognize the value of fra-
ternity."

This way, Bishop Olivier delivered the message, in
particular during the Jubilee Year of Mercy by saying,
"We as Catholics, who are the hands, feet and, eyes
of the Father leading us to pay attention by taking
care of and encouraging those people. So that our
society becomes a new society. This is a mission that
we embraced in the Person of Christ to become the

face of the Father."
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30 May - 4 June : Annual Priests retreat at Sihanoukville
3 June : 50th night of prayers for Vocations at Sihanoukville
4 June : 8am ordination of deacon Charles, Yarumal
at Sihanoukville
5 June : Holy mass at Chomkarcheang. Procession
of the Holy Sacrament, Blessing of Paddy fields
6 June : Visit of development program at Takeo with
Archbishop Goh's Singapore
7 June: 6.20am mass at Don Bosco Meeting with
Lazaro group
10-11 June : Saint Justin School
: 10.30 Holy Mass for Saint Justin School

to send in mission

11 June

11 June : Join Jubilee for sick and disabilities at
Peace Village (4pm)

12 June : Holy mass at Phnom Penh Thmey.

Baptisms and jubilee for sick and disabilities

13 June : Meeting with CAFOD 2pm Meeting with
Catholic Alliance for Charity and
Development (CACD)

14-17 June : Preparation of visit ad Limina (21-29 JANU
ARY 2017)

18 June :9am blessing of new church Saint Peter
and Saint Paul. Installation of Father ly
as Phnom Penh Thmey pastoral sector
coordinator.

19 June : Confirmation at Champa

20 June : Visit and dinner at Saint Paul Student Hostel

21 June : 7.30am Jubilee for all priests

24 June :Mass and visit of Saint John Baptist Hostel

26 June : Holy Mass At Boeung Toumpun parish

27 June to 5 July : Go to France: preach retreat for

MEP general assembly, Join MEP ordinations at

Notre Dame de Paris.
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