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Bishop’s Letter

? Apostrolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh §

Bishop Olivier’s Letter

September 2016

Then we are transported to Jasna Gora Monastery inCzestochowa...the Black Ma-
donna’s face,scarred with the horrors of the human heart, looking on us. In this sanctu-
ary, where millions of pilgrims come to offer their humble prayer, their sufferings, at the

foot of the Virgin, Mary invites us to discipleship.

Mary, the first disciple, from the yes of the
Annunciation to the tears of Golgotha, is there with
her son. Her Mother’s heart, happy and suffering,
loving and serving, opens the road to resurrection

and to eternal life. Mary says to us today:

“Wake up! Christians of Cambodia, be
disciples, holy disciples. Be ready to say

yes, ready to serve, ready to follow Je-

sus to the cross.”

Mary leads us out to follow her son in faith, charity, and truth. We have to face

facts. We cannot be lukewarm disciples. Half disciples. Disciples at Sunday mass only.
To be a disciple today, Mary tells us, is to be converted, is to forgive, and is to be a

witness.

+0livier SCHMITTHAEUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh
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Jesuit Service Contributes to Protection of
Forests and Environments

The restoration of natural resources is a crucial task for man-
kind. This is @ main goal set by the Jesuit Service Cambodia,
which has worked actively with among organizations, communi-
ties, local authorities for a period of three years.

Fr. Dennis Gabriel Leon Lamug ( Gabby ), the manager of the
environmental protection program of the Jesuit Service of Cambo-
dia said that the environmental protection programme has made
strenuous more efforts to work with its colleagues in protecting
natural riches along the Tonle Sap River and the Prey Lang forest.
The priest further said that the protection of natural environments
was a means to help the poor who live in forests and depend on
by-products for their livelihood.

He emphasised that the protection of the nature and the envi-
ronment had not only helped people, but also protect biodiversity
because woods are a nature that God has created for humans to
take care of and it becomes a habitat of persons and creatures.

In late 2015, Encyclical Letter Laudato si of the Holy Father
Francis, Pope Francis "On Care for Our Common Home is the
new appeal from Pope Francis addressed to "every person living
on this planet" for an inclusive dialogue about how we are shap-
ing the future of our planet. Pope Francis calls the Church and
the world to acknowledge the urgency of our environmental chal-
lenges and to join him in embarking on a new path. This encycli-
cal is written with both hope and resolve, looking to our common
future with candor and humility".

Fr. Gabby continued by saying the natural environment pro-
tection programme was initiated in 2013 with the purpose of re-
storing natural resources by cooperating with the local authorities
and community.

In the past years, the group has participated in campaigning
to reduce the use of plastic bag and participated in growing and
planting tree saplings in depleted forest areas, at schools, pago-

das and along some rivers.
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Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary

More than two hundred parishioners gathered on Au-
gust 14, 2016 at the Child Jesus parish for the feast of
the Blessed Virgin Mary's assumption into heaven. The
celebration of the Assumption feast was presided over by
Fr. In Don Francisco at Boeung Tompun.

Fr. In Don said that the Blessed Virgin Mary was of
importance for the Catholic Church because she was the
Mother of Jesus and the first person, who obeyed God.
The priest further said the Blessed Virgin Mary had seen
all events in which her only Son was crucified. However
she always trusted and believed in God.

"In other words we, as simple humans, are bound to
die first, and then our soul ascends to heaven but Mary
went up body and soul because of her firm faith in God."
according to Fr. In Don.

The priest of the Jesuits congregation continued by
saying that all persons commit sins but in the Catholic
faith, the Blessed Virgin Mary was immaculate from birth
because she was honest and God had chosen her to be
the Mother His Son. The Catholic Church venerates Mary
because she had the fervent faith in God sacrificing her
body and spirituality for God. The priest emphasised that
Catholics did not believe Mary to be God but the Catholics
honor her, as the mother of the Church.

Fr. In Don also said, "When we have problems and
obstacles, please come and pray before the statute of
Mary in order to ask her to help provide strength of mind
and heart in prayer to God and belief in God just as Mary
did."

August 15 every year has been declared by the univer-
sal Church as the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary into Heaven body and soul. The Church in
Cambodia commemorated this feast on August 14, 2016
which fell on a Sunday, being a holy day of Obligation
when parishioners go for Sunday Mass at their respective
parish.
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'Third Cambodian Novice makes
her first proffession of \Iows‘

Theresa Phim Sopheak is the third local Cambo-
dian hun who made her vow of Chastity before Msgr.
Enrigue Figaredo of the Apostolic Prefecture of Batt-
ambang and Sr. Jessica Salvana, the provincial Supe-
rioress of the congregation. The nun now becomes a
full member of the congregation of Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians (FMA). The celebration of the ser-
vice took place on the 5th of August 2016 at the voca-
tional training school of Don Bosco Salesians in Teuk
Thla. Two hundred Catholics attended the function.

For a start, Sr. Mary Taing Sovathana, the first
Cambodia nun, who has taken her vows of chastity
last year read the biography of the new candidate
aloud to those present at Mass.

Theresa Phim Sopheak is the first daughter of five
siblings. She is from a Buddhist family. During the
Church's prescribed rite, she announced that she
was ready to humbly live by the Word of God, together
with other nuns. She will make Christ known to youth,
including the values of St. John Bosco and St. Maria
Dominica Mazarelo, the founder of the congregation
of Dauhters of Mary Help of Christians.

In the presence of the congregation, the new re-
ligious hun has vowed to follow the way of Jesus by
living a life of chastity, poverty and obedience for a
period of one year under spiritual guidance of Sr. Jes-
sica Salvana.

Sr. Jessica accepted the vow of the nun and she
made the announcement by receiving Sr. Sopheak
into the congregation and she prayed to God to re-
ceive the offer of the hew nuns. She hoped that with
God's love, their faith will be strengthened so that they
may live in accordance with their vows.
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Assembly of Legion of Mary

Over five hundred faithful of the Catholic Church attended
the second assembly of the Legion of Mary ( Latin: Legio Mar-
iae) in the Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate. The assembly
was held on 23-24 July 2016 at Chrey Thom Church in Kandal
province in the presence of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of
Phnom Penh.

Bishop Olivier said, "Prayer is not a lesson at all that we
receive when we read a book but the prayer means we create
a relationship with God. Hence Jesus does not teach the way
or attitude of praying but Jesus said when praying, please say
that "Oh! Father". It is the very establishment of the relation-
ship with God, who is our daddy."

The legion of Mary is a group that spearheads a prayer
service at home and church. The group also serves the needs
of the Church and society.

His Excellency Bishop Olivier continued by saying, "For
the legion of Mary and any other people when we recite the
Rosary, it is a chance of reminding about the life of Jesus
such as joys, sufferings, glory so that we enter deeply into
the relationship with God."

"We pray for being united to Jesus but our prayer does
not lead us to stay away from any other people and the whole
world whatsoever, according to Bishop Olivier." He empha-
sised besides that prayer is to cater to other persons in order
that they may obtain food and forgiveness. The legion of Mary
acts as a model and source of strength for each parish by
showing, "Our life as Christ has to pray and serve people."

Bishop Olivier urged that this group expand in a wide
manner to the Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate as a show of
strength praying and serving the Church and the national so-

ciety.
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V Ouk Srey Mon Passes Grade 12
Exit Exams y

Quk Srey Mon a young girl with both her legs disabled
from birth attracted the attention of local media and many
people admired her for her struggle with studies. At the end of
August the young girl passed the Grade 12 exit examination.
Srey Mon stayed at the center for disabled persons
=, inthe peace village and is an outstanding stu-

dent of St. Francis of Assisi high school,
which included the general knowledge
and private schools in Takeo province's
Tramkak district.
| St. Francis of Assisi high school,

which is run by the Catholic Church in
' Cambodia, teaches general and tech-
nical knowledge including agriculture
and computer science. The high school
has concrete programmes, providing all
students with uniforms, free-of-charge study
tuitions and lunch meals. The high school has a
library, a study club and allows students to spend extra

time to study.

Srey Mon is one of 35 candidates at the high school who
have passed the high school examinations this year. The re-
sults of the 2016 examination showed 32 of the 37 students
passed the test, of whom 17 candidates are females. The
passing students scored 91.42%. Two students scored a
grade B, 12 grade of C, 2 grade D and 16 grade E.

According to a press release by the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sports, the Grade 12 test of 2016 had 91,051
candidates who sat for the examination. Most of them con-
sisting of 70,243 candiates came from private educational
establishments and 15,861 private candidates. The passing
students numbered 55,753, which accounted for more than
62% among the 89,661 who sat for the exam. There were 405
A-grade students, B-grade students were 2,801, C-grade
5,595, D 8,835 and E grade students 38,117.

It should be pointed out that during the 2015-2016 Forty
one 9th grade students of St Francis of Assisi high school the
ninth grade examinations with 100% passes.
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Closure of Gatechetical
Class

On the morning of the 31st of July 2016, the Pas-
toral Council for Catechism of St. Joseph's parish in
Phsar Touch held a ceremony to close its 2015-2016
catechetical year. More than two hundred catechu-
mens attended the ceremony.

Fr. Chatsirey Roeung, the priest in charge of the
parish said that he was very pleased to have seen
catechumens gathering at the ceremony. "You have
joined the Church in receiving instruction from a cat-
echist in the principles of the Catholic faith at the par-
ish. We all know that we love God and also we are
following in the footsteps of Jesus by paying attention
to the essence of faith from our catechists."

The priest also said, "That we come to learn to un-
derstand the Catholic faith, namely: we acquired even
more experiences from the catechist, the love and
kindness coming from God." Fr. Chatsirey stressed,
"When we are taught the catechism, we used the ele-
ments of three organisms such our brain, the heart
and hands. When we receive education from the cat-
echist, we receive it into our brain and stored in the
heart, the love of God but let us not forget everything
we have received, let us use it with our hands as a
sharing with other people."

It is to pointed out that a catechetical class will
begin in early September. The parish will organize a
camping programme for children running from 11th
to 15 august at the pastoral sector in Phnom Penh
Thmei.
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World Youth Day 2016

A group of thirty seven young Catholic youth from the
three dioceses of the Catholic Church in Cambodia partici-
pated in World Youth Day on mid-July 2016 in Poland, the
home country of St. John Paul II, the initiator of this WYD.
The Holy Father, Pope Francis met the youth from all over
the world numbering some two million. Pope Francis met
with heads of Polish state, religious, the clergy, dignitaries
and went to visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau museum, which
was the concentration camp during the Nazi era where mil-
lions of people were Killed. He prayed in silence for the souls
of the dead who were mostly Jews.

The youth learnt to understand about saints, the patrons
of the Church and received instructions from their respective
bishops. Not only that, they also experienced a lot in terms
of faith and pilgrimage.

On that occasion, Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler, who
led the Cambodian group offered instructions to the youth
delegates on three occasions. He instructed them on the
Mercy of God inspiring us to forgive by overcoming tempta-
tion, greed and power. They reflected on their own identity.
Apart from that Bishop Olivier urged all the delegates to have
compassion as God has for us by following the pattern of the
prayers of Sts Faustina and Francis. He also instructed them
on how to cultivate the proper dispositions for the fruitful ben-
efit of the sacrament of reconciliation.

The Catholic delegates from Cambodia had an opportu-

nity to visit the churches named after Sts John Paul II and

Faustina. A youth Mao Sreymich from Kampong Kor Church
in Kampong Thom province said: "This is the first time I par-
ticipated at the event and [ have received a lot of personal ex-
periences by interacting with other youth and with God. I was
very excited because these relationships made me forget
about tiredness due to walking and singing praises to God."

Another youth Khem Rithy from Kampot Church said:
"When 1 arrived there I felt great joy and I completely be-
lieve in God's love when I saw the youth there who gave us
full support and warmth, especially The Polish families who
housed us and care for us. Education made me understand
how to forgive and receive the Sacrament of Penance. I have
known cultures and civilizations of other countries because
of the youth, when visiting the center for disabled persons,
seeing intimate relations with other people who are the ex-
pression of God's kindness. Even though they are the dis-
abled, they can serve society with love,"

Miss Sokny from NeaklLoeung Church said, "I am very
happy to have seen many youth from different countries. I
am delighted to have gone there because a lot of experienc-
es made me have a firmer faith in God through prayer and
the smiles on their faces even if we could not understand
each other's languages."

Mr. San Saroeun, the representative of the Cambodian
youth delegates said, "The two weeks of the world youth day
gathering made me receive a lot of education and experi-
ences in the faith of Sts John Paul II and Faustina." I hope
our Cambodia youth will convey the experiences and the
faith alike to the Church in Cambodia, especially inspiring
us to act as a model Catholics in the Church and society by
means of daily life of us all," according to the representative.

The world youth day gathering was initiated on April 15,
1986 by Saint John Paul II when he was the Pope. This was
the fifth gathering the Cambodia youth delegates attended.
Pope Francis announced that the next World Youth Day

would be held in Panama, Central America.
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Catholic Youth attend Vocation Camp

The Catholic Church in Cambodia organized a voca-
tional camp for Catholic youth in three dioceses for four
days, running from the 1st to 4th September 2016. The
aim of the camp is to help the youth reflect on consecrat-
ed life to serve God as priests by living a celibate life and
dedicating their lives for the Church. The camp took place

at St. Michael's church in Sihanoukville parish.

On the first day, the youth came together to partici-
pate in the 52th night of prayer for vocations by them
taking turns to pray before the Blessed Sacrament for a
full night in order to contemplate and listen to the voice of

God in preparation for their future lives.

On the second day, Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler
of the Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate led a silent recol-
lection and taught the youth to follow the model of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the first
disciples. Bishop Olivier said, "We always have to be the
ones who listen to the Word of God, pray and thank God.
We have to respond to the practice of the Word of God,
be respectful to traditions and cultures." He continued by
saying, "We have to share with other people and help
care for them by paying attention to them, showing love,

forgiving and educating them."

His Excellency Bishop Olivier emphasised, "We have
to be honest and show self-denial until the last breath of

our lives."

All the youth reflected on God, who has called us to
serve Him and other people in a particular way as shared

by the testimony given by the religious.

Fr. Un Son, the priest in charge of the Youth Commit-
tee for Vocations of the diocese said, "This programme
was initiated in order to help youth in thinking about their
own future and learning to understand what vocation
means to them and to understand God's calling. Our Cam-
bodian youth is a group who has recently received the
sacrament of baptism and instructions on the essence
of the faith. They have activities with other groups in the
Church as well. Hence, we want them to have a choice
in life and understanding that reflection is a foundation
by taking time to contemplate the meaning of their own

lives."

Sr. Sudathip Charanpanit of the Sisters of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary said that this camp for vocations
was a chance for the youth to open their hearts wide to
see their way of life by understanding the life and vocation
to become a religious and live a celibate life. They have to
be willing to serve other people and live as a family. The
nun continued by saying that after the youth understand
about the camp, they could go back to their homes in
order to think about their own future regarding the faith

and the spiritual goal of each person.

According to Fr. Un Son, "The vocation coordination
group was formed since 1998 and it has born a lot of fruit
because today we have Cambodian priests and one dea-

con as well as religious nuns."

On the morning of the third day, the last day of the
camp, all the youth attended the Eucharistic celebration,
together with the Catholic community of the parish. They
even entertained the people at the beach in order to foster

better relationship.

This was the fourth time that the vocational camp was
organized for the Catholic youth in the three dioceses.
Within a year, the groups have congregated six times to

reflect on the Calling.
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Building of House for Poor People

A zinc-roofed house measuring 3 by 4 meters in
Tadal village, Ampov Prey commune was built by the
parish in Takhmao and the parish handed over the
house to an old lady on 27 August 2016.

Mrs Men Thary, the representative of the pastoral
sector in Takhmao said, "The Church saw the con-
dition of the old lady extreme difficult. She lives from
hand to mouth by hawking cakes , while her home had
been flooded and dilapidated. Hence as the Church
whose the youth group is assistance, we made up
our mind to dismantle the old home and helped her
construct a new home. "

The representative stressed the home of the old
lady had built by the youth group of the pastoral sec-
tor in Takhmao, together with some villagers. The
money for the construction came from raising from
the villagers around.

The lady added that these activites made them
see clearly youths' courage and active involvement
every month in going to visit and clean the homes of
the sick and the elderly in the village. This is the sen-
timents of showing true love. Moreover the activities
went smoothly in cooperation with local authorities,
too.

This year, the parish in Takhmao helped the poor

constructed three houses and renovate two.
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HNONSRsAYMNSigiitinil-Mekong’s Pastoral Sector

Infants receive Baptism

On the 7th of August 2016, St. Francis Xavier's church
celebrated baptism ceremony for ten infants at Wat
Champa village in Kandal province's Kien Svay district.
The sacrament of baptism was administered by Fr. Wera-
chai Sri Pramong, the priest in charge of the pastoral sec-
tor of the Mekong River district. A good nhumber of Catho-

lics attended the service.

Fr. Werachai said that the Catholics here had prac-
ticed the proper precepts of the religion because there are
less people using a contraceptive method of birth control.

Hence, every month the parish here has infant Baptism.

The Catholic Church administers the sacrament of
Baptism for infants depending fully on the faith of parents
and Godparents. Catholics are obliged to pass on the faith
to their offsprings. At the baptism ceremony, the parents
and Godparents profess the Catholic faith on behalf of

their children who are being baptised.

According to the priest, the Catholic Church requires
that parents and Godparents are obliged to receive in-
structions on the essence of faith from parish priests prior
to baptism. He continued by saying that this teaching was
for them to understand about their roles in educating and
advising their children both in the Church and society. The
priest emphasized, "Children cannot discern goodness
unless their parents serve as a model for them."

Fr. Werachai added that the sacrament of baptism is
of great importance for the life of every Catholic because
they believe the sacrament of baptism will make them re-
ceive renewed life with Christ, who had died and rose from
the dead. This is the first sacrament instituted by Christ,
constitutes a new birth into the life of Grace.

In July this year, St. Francis Xavier's church adminis-
tered the Sacrament of Baptism for 12 babies and today

the church has as many as 1,500 parishioners.
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Catholic Church Focuses on Khmer Dance

An almost two-week seminar with the theme "Khmer
Dance" organized by the Pastoral Office for arts and culture of
the Phnom Penh Apostolic Vicariate was concluded on the 12th
of August 2016. The seminar took place from 31st July to 12th
August 2016 at the Chapel of Sts Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh
Thmei district. 103 participants from the three dioceses of the
Catholic Church in Cambodia attended the workshop.

Mrs. Soun Bunnareth, the principal of the school of tra-
ditional music and Khmer dance in the diocese said that the
seminar was intended to train children and youth in parishes to
understand clearly about how to stretch their hands and legs in
classical Cambodian dance and Khmer-style dance. It is hoped
that they will be worthy successors to their ancestors and they
can have the capacity to perform traditional dances at liturgical
services of the local Church.

The universal Catholic Church allows local Churches in a
country to inculturate in its own culture in order to glorify God.
In Cambodia, the local Church has made strenuous efforts to
maintain identity and retain culture and continuously educate
the new generation of Catholics, particularly about Khmer danc-
es. These inherited cultures are used and incorporated into litur-
gies to express praise and admiration for the Creation of God.

Fr. Hattachai Wongmasaen, the representative for the di-
ocesan center for arts and culture said that classical Cambo-
dian dances and arts have been a key to helping the Church
spread Gospel values by means of dances and many youth and

children have shown their interest in them. The priest stressed
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“NNRSAgmMNmMini-Takeo's Pastoral Sector

Children Learn to Understand

about Harmony

The Church of the Holy Trinity in Kirivong initiated
a camping programme for 100 young scouts with the
theme "We Unite in Harmony" running for three days
from 19th to 21th of August 2016. The programme took
place in Takeo province's Kirivong district.

Fr. Fernando Arango Zapata, the priest in charge of
the Takeo pastoral sector said that the aim of this camp-
ing was to strengthren activities of the young scouts in
each parish of the pastoral sector in action on week-
ends and to strengthren friendship between youth and
the young scouts in @ more effective manner.

Fr. Fernando added that on the occasion of the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy, the Church had wanted the children to
go from door to door to visit and see with their own eyes
the lives of elderly people by showing love and gratitude
for them. The parish priest stressed that the programme
had also helped the young scouts with leadership and it
could create a sense of intimacy between them as broth-
ers and sisters and also their children.

In a three-day experience, the Church initiated activi-
ties of both education, personal hygiene, the education
of good manners, environments, history, the singing of
songs with gestures and game-playing. The programe
also provided them with practical application.

In August, the Takeo pastoral sector organized the

camping programme in different three places at the

Churches of St. Paul ,

Kirivong and Prekabas.
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[neruNAYSMGRFEMAGINM ArosToLIC VICARIATE OF PHNOM PENH
THE ACTIVITIES OF
BisHoP OLIVIER SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
ArosToLIic VICAR OF PHNOM PENH

ALl

=

A Yrohu faria HimunsunALSmgoa

—

gUmMARINM GH 20N giods
' IN OCcTOBER 2016

30 Sep : Pchum Ben Mass at Bokor
1 Oct : Pchum Ben Mass and feast of Saint Teresa of

Lisieux and Saint Francis of Assisi at Chomkacheang

RPIRo
sta 2 Oct :9.00 mass of Pchum Ben at Saint Joseph
QM 3 [UNGUANIURIARY
o 6 Oct : Mission Council
Cam ¢ IUﬁ@ ﬁﬁuiUﬁJﬁﬂ EU]HUIMSjLnfUUiNG
v 8 Oct : Saint Justin School opening ceremony
SRS
9 Oct : Confirmations at Phnom Penh Thmey
R ¢ HQN@MU‘@]M@?UWNSNMS&NSUW
o 5 10 Oct  :Jubilee of CACD at Phnom Penh Thmey
anmg
- - 11 0ct  : Saint Paul / Peace Village
90 HAN & Gh{NBUNAIAM ﬁﬂnﬁJLmUNHS”]@ﬂJ
o 2 12 Oct  : General Superior of Sisters of Chauffailles

13-16 Oct: Pastoral Visit at Bassac Pastoral Sector

a . 170ct : MEP meeting
921 ﬁﬂﬂ 3 @ﬁHSLUmSLﬁHUhL NUS Chauffailles
5. o - \ 18 Oct  :Team of Doctors from Singapore at Peace Village
9M-99 HAN 3 HIANIGAISATUANUEIREMNMENT
s 3 19-21 Oct: Catechists National Congress
901 AN & [UR{AYANISGRTMNE MEP
z = e o B 19 Oct  : New priests on going formation 18.00 opening
9G HAN & §GUANABS{UIHRUANREANUTG AIRUT
a new academic year at Major Seminary
IF1AE RIS ENS
o 22 Oct : Congress of Sacred Hearth of Jesus group at
98-V9 {aN sMAEHUIIS)NAME
g e oo Champa
9& fHAN 3 IHUANUAMAYMAIT S ﬁt%ﬂhbnﬂu HAYM
e 23 Oct :Installation of Father Damien, new parish priest
iGngeapdisiisnnit
a B for Phnom Penh South.
VY fHan 2 ﬁj§mﬁtS1Ln:ﬁjtﬂ’ﬁHSGm JW{RYIUER
a 24 Oct : Takeo
NIWR)
27 Oct  : Mission Council.
MEASGISHN

wm f ¢ AFiamBIANA SEim
28 Oct : Mass at Carmel
umo

fU
idisteanmmaymoainmakgh
, v 28-31 Oct: Trip to Singapore for PHNOM PENH CATHOLIC
Ve {3 9Mj$ﬁg13§ﬁ‘liﬁi

h HOSPITAL 2020.
VR §AN 2 [URSURNIUNARY
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