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Bishop Olivier's Letter
LENT SEASON

Maximilian Kolbe, lover of Christ and of the Virgin
Mary, calls us from the depths of his cell. At 11 years of
age, the Virgin Mary appeared to him at Czestochowa and
gave him a white crown and a red crown. He accepted both.
The white, was a sign of his eagerness to be a witness by
evangelizing. He would do so passionately in his “City of the
Immaculate” in Poland and in Nagasaki in Japan where he

gives his body and soul to proclaim the Lord and to discover

his Mother. The red crown is the sign of witness in martyrdom.
He would do that when one morning in August, 1941, the Nazis selected ten men at Auschwitz
to be killed in retaliation for an escape the night before. A father burst into tears when the

Nazis chose him. Maximilian said: “I would like to die in the place of that man.” Kolbe says
to us today :

“Be a witness. Christians of Cambodia, follow Chhmar Salas and his companions
who shed their blood in your rice fields. Be proud to be disciples and apostles of
Christ.”

More than our mission, that is our life itself: to be a sign of fraternal love and
communion among peoples; to have compassion for the small ones by helping them stand
up; to love everyone from wherever he comes.

Our world needs so much love. This is the urgent call of Christ to us today!

+0livier SCHMITTHAEUSLER

Apostolic Vicariate Phnom Penh

G

— QO



L

[ ss@w-Social |

—

AiNjf SAUSIHA{R A Sﬂﬁﬁi‘lﬁliﬁﬂjﬁﬂﬁjﬂﬁ

"mwagng gstpumganie ngmoikm
ms‘1gmsnmmqushws,p@mmﬁs.mnm"
isselivRyivimmu sy ang: §
RAqigminnsigh dyagamu i
phAgl ﬁijnSﬁJQHIUﬁJLm.NtﬂnHS"‘Trj
mAaaInm 4

AN ing Uigsth WN{ASURYMSEN
amamnn RuHRMOgWoSsEssgulhmhming
NSMNNWNYUNNURSIMI WS UM SNA
fewilgjupuugapanieggaimalima |

o) amis: HAL 181 ¢t MgRRYNMPY
sypisliegminl msgjRhidiagiiis:nsgw
AEUR RIS MOEATN SHRNMAREAYNY
AUENERANTY gApGRRMGIAG AN
MsoIg:omo 1gl9coRphywis Mmigiwid
SssppuiBuiGms

i ans Sk 181 gpw epigundmanighink
AUjAYIRUmMARYW ISNAsSuRLisH:
NUNAYSMALARBMARINGM 4

UUASURY IsniunarSmangSma
Aingn msutlagimuioivo9d hwians
HAMIUHOTIW ShnsOyAYmMiisHom fyjaYy
ﬁﬁm{ﬁﬁmm‘mmwﬁsﬁm RUIRYRYN N AR

“meanLm SIag6mMIg)h HujAYRIN

v

o

ANOSIURAAYMFUAH{ANG (CATHOLIC MISSION

b=

AUSTRALIA ) 9

A §s AMA HASSUSNRIALTRNAS
hEIs:ms et wAswpvAMAgnmiing
gwinuuiaigiidgieunip Shdsimmo
grujEIsighasge 4

AT (RS AREDSGAUERAYARA
v simasanuuigsdgitingmuatgimi iU
wiasituiisiahmoin g ahguvanAEs
mgyémmhmﬁéﬁg?ﬁ ﬁ?UJﬁéEhfﬁiggumunt

Shamigwtssuiguig)a e



—

L

85e85-Social |
ﬁ OCla _l

Social Gatholic Enterprise Brings the Poor and Persons with

| I
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A disabled man Pum Saran said: “My body
strength is not complete to be able to work.
However [ am happy to do this work.” Pum Saran,
who works for candy block selling handicrafts,
belongs to this social Catholic enterprise of the
Diocese of Phnom Penh.

disabilities into Society

The disabled man added that this social Catholic
enterprise had provided persons with disabilities
decent work when some organizations failed to
receive them into work. It is conducive to them
working for a decent salary in order to ease a burden

on their family out of difficulty.
Another disabled person Mrs Nov Lay, a

weaver of silk scarves said that this programme
had help facilitate her health. It provided her with
a decent income of between $ 130 and $ 140
depending on productivity of yield.

The two of the disabled persons are nowadays
working at the handicraft workshop under a project
of the Catholic Church in Phnom Penh

This social catholic enterprise was established
in late 2015. Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh spearheaded
the initiative of the project. There are a lot of the
domestic production of handicrafts such as candy
blocks, hand-woven silks, coconut-leaf brooms,
dressmaking and sewing, food-processing skills,
animal-raising farms, vegetable cultivation and
mixed vegetable etc. These programmes were
initiated in cooperation with the Catholic-Australia
Mission.

Mr Thon Socheat, the person in charge of the
sector of enterprise said that social catholic
enterprise is a programme was initiated to assist
the poor and persons with disabilities in engaging
in societal activities. Society added that this
enterprise had taken active part in generating
supplement income to meet their needs. In the
following year this enterprise will plan to initiate
further programmers of handicrafts, food-processing

and some of the materials.
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St. Paul’s Institute

The hierarchy of St. Paul's Institute, headed by
Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler met the leadership of
the University of Bergamo in Italy to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU). The project is entitled
‘Developing countries’. The Institute has cooperated
with developing countries from 2017-2019 and covered
countries between Tanzania and Cambodia in terms of
education and social sciences. The signing ceremony
took place on the 22nd of February 2017 at a parish in

Phnom Penh.

Mr. Phnon Sophal, the person in charge of the
department of international liaison and public works of
the Institute and the executive director of the pastoral
office for youth and children in Phnom Penh said that
it was a special day when St. Paul’s Institute signed the
MoU, and especially the selection of students for studies
in Tangzania and Italy. He continued by saying the
agreement between Bergamo and the Institute was
struck to send the students of social sciences studies to
Tanzania in Eastern Africa so that they will learn to
understand further about the subject in the two countries.
All these efforts are to inculcate in the Catholic youth
in Cambodia become good citizens and understand the

values of life, especially the value of studies.

Mr. Sophal elaborated about how this project
spanning from 1 to 20 May 2017 for four students and
two professors of the Institute will benefit by going to
Tazania. In 2018 the students and professors of that
country will come to visit the Institute in Cambodia. In
2019 the students of both countries will visit Italy to un-
dergo a course of three weeks in order to share personal
experiences and study research from each other about

social sciences and social justice.
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Fourteen Gandidates
Welcomed

T

On the morning of 19th of February 2017, fourteen
catechumens were received into the Catholic Church dur-
ing the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) at St.
Joseph's church in Psar Touch. The RCIA was celebrated
in the presence of Fr. Chatsirey Roeung, the parish priest
of the pastoral sector in Northern Phnom Penh. Some 500
Catholics attended the Rite of first steps.

A representative of Catechists, Mrs. Chan Serey, said,
“Today our Church is delighted to have 14 candidates be-
ing admitted into the Church. They have been taught the
Catechism for a course of around two years. So through
their faith, we, the Catechists, find it sufficient to allow
them into the Church ceremonially. Hereby we ask that you
priests and all Catholics gathered here to recognize these
and admit them favorably into the Church.”

Responding to the Catechists and the RCIA, Fr. Chat-
sirey delivered a welcome speech to the catechumens re-
ceiving them into the Church in a warm manner. During his
homily, the priest said that God gives grace to those who
seek Him. He always bestows His light on everyone who is
born in the world. He also reveals His mysteries by means
of His works in order that humans might glorify Him.

“The 14 Candidates, who have learnt to understand
about the Word of Jesus and be willing to follow Him, are
now admitted into the Church. It is attributed to the model
of each one of us, who are the Catholics. We Catholics,
have to seek peace. It is Peace which stops violence or rid
one another of spite. In doing so we will be peaceful,” The
priest continued.

Mrs Sok Manyan, a Kampong Thom native and one
of the 14, expressed excitement at the RCIA and said that
the reason why she had learnt to understand the Catechism
was ascribed to seeing the model of the Catholics, who
have mercy and love for each other.

At this event, the 14 revealed their faith before of the
Church worshipping the Cross, the Bible and the Church.
They professed that they will embrace Christ, the Word of
God and the Church as the Helpers.
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Peace Building Meal

On the 20th of February 2017, the Center for Peace in Pong Teuk village, Kous commune of Takeo province’s
Tramkak district organized a fellowship meal for the villagers in the area. Bishop Olivier Schmittacusler of Phnom
Penh and government authorities including 379 locals joined in the meal. Mr. Keo Phok, the coordinator of the
Peace village said that the fellowship meal was intended to strengthen and broaden the bond of solidarity among the
people in order to create a warm family feeling and living in love, joy and peace inculcating harmony.

The coordinator continued by saying that the program and process of the whole center was encouraged under
the auspices of the Bishop, the founder of the center.

On that occasion, the Bishop said: “In our world, there are always conflicts, arguments, wars, killings and
people hating each other. But this small place leads us to renew hope, love, and peace and build a warm and happy
family without discrimination among one another. No matter where we come from, each one of us knows we have
the same values by knowing each other as a child of God.”

At this event, there were a mixture of dance performances and entrainment. The programme has been held
annually for the last four years.
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» Ash Wednesday <«

Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent in the Christian
calendar. The parish of the Child Jesus in Boeung Tompun
observed the Ash Wednesday service on the 1st of March
2017 in the pastoral sector of Southern Phnom Penh. The
event took place on Wednesday - the first day of the Lenten
season, which will last 40 days. Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh officiated
at the service, which was attended by a good number of
Catholics.

Before starting the Holy Mass, His Excellency, Bishop
Olivier reminded all that Ash Wednesday was the first day
of the forty days in which God invites us —the Church- to
repent and believe in the Good News of God. The Bishop
said: “Today Ash Wednesday has been observed as a
reminder to us about coming from dust and returning to
dust. It is a “wake-up” call for all of us to become conscious
about living renewed life for a period of the upcoming 40
days.”

During his homily, the Bishop instructed and advised
the congregation to put into practice the Word of God by
going and finding God first with sincerity. “We walked
out of the season of Christmas and entered the Ordinary
Day and our life became attached to work, occupied with
problems and one’s own tasks. When we enter the fasting
season, it is a chance for us to recollect that God waits for
us. We have to pay our attention to God again in order for
Him to dwell in us at all times.”

The Bishop explained to the Catholics gathered on
how to go back to Jesus citing the Epistle of the Holy
Father, Pope Francis which has led Catholics during Lent
to welcome the Word of God as a gift. He further spoke
on how to receive gifts citing the three pillars of the Catholic
Church. “The Church taught how one should try hard to
return to Jesus during this season. The practices of the
Church include alms-giving, prayer and fasting.

Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of
blessing of ashes made from burnt palm branches blessed
the previous year's Palm Sunday. By the imposition of the
blessed ashes on the forehead and the minister will say
"Repent, and believe in the Gospel" or "Remember that
you are dust, and unto dust you shall return". The Catholic
Church in the world observed this feast on the same day.
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DEDICATION OF CHURCH

AND RETREAT CIEN’I‘ER4

A good number of people from different parishes
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh congregated
to attend the blessing of a new church and center for
retreat by Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler on the morning
of 25th February 2017. The new church is called the
Church of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, which is situated
in Prey Kabas of Takeo province.

As a start, Fr. Sunday the parish priest delivered a
welcome speech to all guests of honour which was
followed by the performance of the wishing dance.
Following that, a procession began with singing praises
to God around the church one time. In front of the

i nnnRes

congregation, the priest said that this church was named
after St. Therese of the Infant Jesus.

Then the Bishop marked the sign of the Cross in
front of the church and invited all participants into the
church, which is the dwelling of God.

The Bishop sprinkled Holy Water on the Catholics
gathered as a reminder to them about the meaning of
the baptismal sacrament, which leads us to become a
Holy People of God. The Bishop proceeded to sprinkle
Holy Water on the wall of the church, which is a sign of
purification of the Church unto God and built to become
the House of the Holy Spirit.

During his homily, His Excellency Bishop Olivier
said: “This special church was attributed to brothers
and sisters coming to physically help and provide their
strength in building the construction. In doing so, it
brings about warmness, which leads us to enter it with
joy.”

The Bishop stressed: “The church is where we pray,
glorify God and listen to His Word, which inspires us
to become His Holy People by receiving the sacrament
of baptism.”

He requests that this place becomes a seed and place
that guides others to discover the light of life, namely:
the understanding of our life. All around us, there are
different kinds of persons who lack in hope. So please
do whatever it takes to make this place become a place
of hope for those entering here.

Finally, The Bishop reminded them about the mission
of Catholics to serve as light and the salt of the earth.
It is a light that cannot be hidden. It leads all of them
to see and feel the presence of God. He also reminded
Fr. Sunday to develop this place so that it will become
a center for retreat actively for the whole diocese. This
place is always ready to welcome all who would like to
conduct retreats and hold seminars.

After his homily, Bishop Olivier embedded the relic
of St. Therese in the altar, and anointed that very altar
with the chrism of oil so that it becomes a holy altar for
sacrifice. He then proceeded to anoint the pillars of the
Chapel with the chrism to signify God’s presence there.

The construction of the church of St. Therese of the
Infant Jesus in Prey Kabas village was completed in
2013 with the support of a French national in his seniority
at the cost of US$ 10,000.

According to the Bishop, “This church was built
directly by the parishioners here. The walls of the
church were built with rice husks, straws, clay and
covered with a thatched roof. We can say that it is a
unique church from other churches.”
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VIGIL NIGHT OF PRAYER
FOR VOCATIONS

The Diocese of Phnom Penh held its 58th Vigil
Night of Prayer for vocations at the church of St. Frangois
Xavier in Champa of the pastoral sector by the Mekong
River. The prayers were intended to ask God to inspire
youths to respond to His calling in the priestly and
religious life. The vigil service took place on March 2,
2017 in the presence of Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler.
A good number of Catholics attended the service.

During his homily, Bishop Olivier reminded: “How
do we choose life? In a worldly manner? Or like Jesus?”
The Bishop repeated a few times, saying: “In fact in our
life, we are forgetful, hence this season of forty days
is a chance of leading us to love God and listen to His
commands.” “Today we thank God for these 40 days in
order for us to return to Jesus.” Not only that, Bishop
Olivier explained on the life of Jesus to the Catholics
gathered. “It is a new way for us to open our minds wide
to listening to the others. It is a way that we are willing
to struggle forward,” the Bishop continued.

The Bishop instructed, saying: “We have this season
of 40 days where the Catholic Church guides us to practice
prayers, alms-giving and fasting. But what is most
important is that we are willing to practice self-abnegation
in order to open our hearts wide in order to listen to the
Word of God and love the others.”

The Bishop continued by saying that the prayers for
vocations tonight is a chance for all gathered to remain
silent, to listen to the Word of God so that the love of
God enter further into our lives, and also to think of
‘how are we to love God more, what are we to do in the
service of the Church and of others?’

After the Holy Mass, the Church organized a
sharing session in terms of their faith and they held
Taizé prayers in a group at the set time.
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DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF
FR. BUU YIEB

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Plau Trey
commemorated the 71st anniversary of Fr. Buu Yieb’s
death and they also held the dedication of the statue of
Blessed Virgin Mary. Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
celebrated the Holy Mass, which was concelebrated by
many priests. The ceremony took place on 12th March
2017. An estimated 5,000 Catholics attended the
ceremony.

In his homily, Bishop Olivier said, “Today we thank
Fr. Buu Yieb for gathering a good number of Catholics
every year in order to know that this place helps us with
our prayers to God and listen to His voice. God choose
Fr. Buu Yieb because of the way he served and loved
Him. I believe God chose us all here for a wonderful
new life on Phnom Penh soil. We have many martyrs
like Fr. Buu Yieb including the former bishop Chhma
Salas and so on. In practice God chose us to become a
Holy People to live by the way of Jesus since we have
received the sacrament of baptism”

The Bishop instructed all gathered to be careful not
to be greedy and be attached to worldly goods but to
remember the Bible passage on La Sallas and a rich
man. The Bishop said: “Let us forget about occupying
ourselves with acquiring wealth and think about one
of the least of our brothers and sisters, urchins and the
hopeless. Hence, the Church advises us to wisely use
our wealth to live in moderation and share it with others.”

Having been ordained a priest and having served the
parish in Plau Trey, he returned to KampuChea Krom
(the Khmer Krom are indigenous Khmer people living
in the South-western part of Vietnam) to serve there. He
was born on January 1, 1897 in Vietnam’s Ang Yang
province. He passed away on 12th March 1964. He took
his own life to save Catholics during the civil war. The
Church in Cambodia, particularly the parish in Plau
Trey commemorates his death anniversary every year
because he used to serve the parishioners with love and
compassion. The church is preparing to collect relevant
documents to put forward to the Holy See to recognize
him as a saint.
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New Multipurpose Building

The Diocese of Phnom Penn launched a new
project of constructing a new multipurpose building
for the Korean community in Cambodia. On the
afternoon of 5 March 2017, Bishop Olivier Schmit-
taeusler sprinkled Holy Water during the ground
breaking ceremony along with Frs. Soun Hangly, the
parish priest and In Gun, the head of the community
and many other Koreans.

Bishop Olivier of the Apostolic Vicariate of the
capital city said: “Today we avail ourselves of this
opportunity to ask for God’s blessing for the success
on the construction of the new building. The location
is in Phnom Penh Thmei behind the Chapel of Sts.
Peter and Paul. It was we who made plans for this.
Obviously what we had already prepared is for the
centre with facilities education, retreat, and gathering.
The center will also host other activities as well.”

The Bishop emphasised that on completion of
the building, the community will use it together
because part of the building was allocated for the
community prayer service and fellowship meals.
There will also be offices for studies, health care and
youth activities.

The representative for the community, Fr. In Gun
said that since 2008 Korean Catholics working and
staying in the country have met as a group for the
Holy Mass and praise and worship God. The group
had taken part in activities such as humanitarian and

charity works.
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St. Vincent de Paul Society
celebrates 400th anniversary<

Some one hundred and twenty members of St. Vincent
de Paul Society gathered to thank God for 400th
anniversary of the gift of Saint Vincent. The celebration
with Holy Mass took place at the Chapel of Sts. Peter
and Paul on the 19th February 2017 with Bishop Olivier
Schmittaeusler as the main celebrant.

During his homily Bishop Olivier said that the
society is the mercy of God going around the whole
world. In St. Vincent’s life, he was called for a special
vocation. The Bishop asked the group to think, saying:
“What do we do to make the love of God enter into the
lives of others? As a general rule, we are good at speaking,
thinking about and we have a great deal of ideas, but do
we do to put the love of God into practice truly?”

The Bishop continued by saying that the anniversary
of 400 years of the gift of Saint Vincent had received
some exceptional experiences from the poor and the
sick. It led the saint to reflect on how to salvage the
spirit of humans and guide them out of suffering and
sin. It led them to see through the compassion of God
and to receive new life.

‘What do we do to help the sick in the long term?’ In
1617, the saint established a society of charity, starting
with a group of women to help the poor all the way. This
could be said as the charity group.

The Bishop recounted activities of the saint, saying
that he had helped priests become conscious about the
spiritual direction of the poor so that they might receive
new life and the way to make the kindness of God prevail
everywhere. All of these have led the poor with renewed
hope. As a result, in 1625, the saint set up the society of
priests with a single mind to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus, to preach the Gospel values to the poor. In 1633
the daughters of charity were formed.
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RITE OF ELECTION IN THE RCIA PROCESS

The parish of Sts. Peter and Paul held the Rite of
Election in the RCIA process for some 128 candidates
in Phnom Penh Themi of Phnom Penh district. A

good number of Catholics witnessed the event.

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler said, that days was
the first week of the Lenten season. It was the time
when the Bishop solemnly accepts the candidates
during the presentation ceremony. They have been

taught the catechism for a couple of years. Among

them, some learned to understand the essence of the
Catholic faith during their formation between three
and five years. They came from eight parishes of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh in preparation

for their Baptism.

The Bishop stressed that it was the joy for the
entire Church and also for them to see and walk in
the way of Jesus. They have known the Church for a
long time but from now on they will be truly preparing

to be baptized at the coming Easter.

The Bishop spoke to the catechumens, saying:
“The forty days is for all of us from each parish
where they were received into the parish in a particular
time, namely: the special instructions for all of us.
In the day to come, we enter each phase with them.
There will be the first, second and third heart-
purifying ceremony. Later on they will be handed
over the Traditio of the Creed and a week later they
will profess their faith. We do believe in God, who
is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We do
believe in the Catholic Church, the eternal life and

the forgiveness of God.”

“This is a chance for us the Catholics to become
conscious again by trying hard to purify our hearts
gradually. We try hard to profess our faith yet again
and then we hand them the Creed of our Father for
them to be truly reminded ‘I am the child of God.”

The Diocese of Phnom Penh hosted this ceremony
for them. They entered the church to adore the Living
Christ and share in the suffering of Jesus with fasting and
a close journey with Him. “We can say that the Holy
Week this year is an event more holy that leads us
to be even more Holier People because we practice
self-abnegation to show we are the disciples of the
Christ. Later on we enter into the joy of the paschal
night so that each of us as Catholics will attend Ester
Vigil to celebrate those who will be baptized. They
will receive new life, which is the Body of Christ

together with all of us.”
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SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY
OF CONSECRATION OF
BISHOP

The Church of St. Joseph of pastoral sector in
Northern Phnom Penh celebrated the seventh anniversary
of the consecration of Fr. Olivier Schmittaeusler as the
Bishop. The consecration of the Bishop was celebrated
on the 19th March 2017. The celebration was timed to
coincide with the feast day of St. Joseph.

A representative of the pastoral sector said a word
of thanks to the Bishop for always paying his attention
to education and the spiritual direction of Catholics.
The Bishop has done his best to urge and instruct them
to say their prayers in order for them to know God the
Father and Jesus the Son. The representative further
said: “Not only that the Bishop has tried hard to instruct
us all to enter the year of mercy of the diocese, namely:
we participate in demonstrating compassion for others
who need us all and so that we all might enter the Jubilee
Year of Mercy.”

During his homily, the Bishop said that as a priest
and his episcopacy is to focus attention to the needs
of brothers and sisters, reconcile with them mentally
and spiritually. “The lives of of the Diocese of Phnom
Penh can enrich is attributing to us co-operating with
each other and the fruit of the life of the Church bear
by means of giving testimony in which it leads them
to have renewed life — they knew God,” the Bishop
continued.

The Bishop emphasised that these affairs can be
accomplished until our Catholics unite to attentively
practice on their faith, reason and the truth just as the
Jesus did. The Bishop thanked all the pastoral offices of
Phnom Penh, committees, priests of each pastoral sector
for always co-operating closely with one other.
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Youth Representatives
Receive Leadership formation

Fifty four Phnom Penh diocesan youth
representatives learned to understand more about
leadership qualities in order to strengthen them-
selves in leading groups in the diocese. The
instructions were given from 17-19 March 2017
by Bishop Oliver Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh at the Chapel of Sts.
Peter and Paul in Phnom Penh Thmei.

The Bishop said that a leader is a server - the
server serves with care, attention for people
around. He shows concerns for people, he visits
them and reconciles them to what is crucial and
practice forgiveness. The Bishop urged the youths
to see the difficulties of others and help them.

The Bishop said: “What is important is to prepare
our hearts first. It leads us to see those who are
suffering from oppression and persecution. Now
we have to showcase our achievements in order
to help them with renewed hope and joy.” Miss
Prum Soknan, the leader of the youth in Kirivong
said, from the seminar, she had received plenty of
ideas to put into practice in life and in leading the
youth at her parish to grow by means of activities
in helping the poor. “I was interested in games that
help us with understanding how to lead persons.
You have to move away from your own feelings
and listen to group opinions.”

The two-day seminar was aimed at making

them understand the leadership qualities, style,
and the history of the Catholic Church in Phnom
Penh from 2010 to the present. This included
sessions on spirituality.
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EXPRESSION OF
CONDOLENCES

Bishop Olivier Schmittaeusler of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Phnom Penh, on 18th March 2017,
headed the delegates from the Cataholic faithful
to pay the last respects to the family of the late
Samdech Vibol Sok San (the Lord of great wisdom)
at their home in Boeung Raing district.

After laying the wreath and offering his
condolences, the Bishop and the delegates
exchanged courtesies with the bereaved family as
an expression of sharing in their grief at the loss
of a great person.

Signing a book of condolence, the Bishop
said: “We all represent the Catholic Church in
Cambodia and today we would like to offer our
condolences.”

It must also be pointed out that the deputy
prime minister Sok An of the council of ministers
had sacrificed his career physically and spiritually
for the nation. He was bestowed the highest title
of the nation on him by His Majesty King Norodom
Sihamoni of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The late Sok An passed away on 15th March
2017, at 6.30 p.m. ata hospital in China after a long
illness. On the morning of Sunday 19th March
2017, the body of Sok An was taken through the
empty roads to a pagoda. The body was cremated
in front of Wat Botum Vathey.
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Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh
The Activities of Bishop
Olivier SCHMITTHAEUSLER, MEP
Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh
in April 2017

1 April  : Teach Theology at Saint Justin

2 April  : Pastoral visit at Kampot - Prey Pros

3 April  : Saint Paul Institute Khmer New Year

4 April  : Confirmation at ToulTang

5 April : Chrism Mass - Phnom Penh Thmey .
11.30 gathering with ALL Priests - Lunch -
Meeting
5pm CHRISM MASS - all are invited.

6 April  : Mission Council 59yh Night of Prayer -
Takeo - Chomkacheang

7-9 April : Scouts Camp - Takeo

9 April  : Palm Sunday - Chrey Thom

10 April : Sport Competition - Takeo

13 April : Holy Thursday - Kong Noy

14 April : Good Friday - Takeo

15 April : Easter - Khmer New Year - Saint Joseph
Phnom Penh

16 April  : Easter - Khmer New Year - Chomkarcheang

18-24 April: Catholic Mission - Trip to Australia for
Technical school, handicraft center,

agriculture project, Notre Dame Univeristy

25 April : Meeting at Singapore - Nursing School
and Catholic Hospital

26 April : MEP meeting Mass and meeting at Major
Seminary '

27 April' : Mission Council

28-April : Champa Monthly Meeting

29 April  : Social Doctrine at Saint’J Ljétine /Confirmation
for English Speaking Community. World Vision

30 April : Holy Mass’ and Confirmation
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